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The  Story  of  Ward  L 


This  is  the  story  of  Ward  L  at  the 
Home  for  the  Aged  an,d  Infirm  on  Black- 
welFs  Island,  New  York.  It  is  a 
story  which  is  written  here  briefly  but 
gladly,  because  an.  atmosphere  of 
cheerfulness  has  displaced  the  gloom 
which  a  year  ago  surrounded  some  sixty 
men.  in  that  long,  one-story  pavilion,  of 
which  its  occupants,  now  absorbed  in  their 
work,  and  now  listening  to  the  music  of 
their  phonograph,  say,  "This  is  home;  if 
the  beadwork  stops  we  will  have  to  go 
to  the  poorhouse,^'  pointing  out  of  the 
windows  to  other  buildings  of  the  alms- 
house. 

I  quote  a  few  words  by  a  chaplain  of 
the  home: 

Ward  L  is  the  ward  devoted  to  the  crippled ; 
paralyzed,  rheumatic,  epileptic  cripples. 
When  I  flrst  went  to  the  city  home,  more 
than  five  years  ago,  this  was  to  me  the  most 
depressing  ward  on  the  island.  It  took  a 
strong  effort  of  the  will  to  visit  it.  I  found 
sixty  men  sitting  there  doing  nothing,  the 
very  picture  of  desolation.  I  did  not  know 
what  to  say  to  them.  To  speak  a  cheery 
word  in  such  an  atmosphere  seemed  mockery. 
I  did  not  know  what  to  do  or  say.  There 
has  come  about,  in  process  of  time,  what  I 
call  the  transformation  or  the  transfigura- 
tion of  Ward  L,  and  all  this  has  taken  place 
through  the  introduction  of  the  bead  work. 
The  blessed  thought  struck  somebody  of  giv- 
ing employment  to  the  inmates  of  the  city 
home.  They  chose  Ward  L  for  the  experi- 
ment. With  some  persuasion  they  induced 
one  or  two  to  enter  into  the  work.  The  in- 
terest spread  until  twenty  out  of  the  sixty 
were  engaged  in  it.  Those  who  did  not  actu- 
ally do  the  work  woke  up  to  the  fact  that 
something  was  doing  in  Ward  L.  The  men 
work  an  hour  before  breakfast.  They  were 
impatient  when  the  supply  of  beads  gave 
out.  The  clamor  was  for  more  beads  and 
more  looms.     The  whole  character  of  the 
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and  pillow  makings  which  are  a  valuable 
factor  in  the  economical  administration 
of  the  department  as  a  whole,  and  in 
which  it  is  the  wish  of  the  committee  to 
interest  them.  Work  for  the  blind 
especially  should  be  developed  at 
these  Homes,  where  few  have  learned 
the  measure  of  happiness  which 
they  can  gain  from  reasonable  and 
steady  occupation.  The  disciplinary  and 
even  curative  results  of  the  work  are 
undoubted.  Men  have  been,  encouraged 
to  go  out  into  the  world  once  more  and 
try  again  to  make  their  way,  hampered 
as  they  often  are  by  illness  and  past  fail- 
ures. Some  have  been  able  to  buy  clothes 
which  will  enable  them  to  present  a  better 
appearance  and  to  secure  more  remu- 
nerative work.  Others  have  bought,  and 
still  others  are  working  for  artificial 
limbs.  Some  are  saving  to  provide  for 
private  burial  instead  of  a  grave  in  the 
Potter's  field.  All  have  an  opportunity 
to  earn  a  few  minor  luxuries,  which  make 
life  more  attractive. 

The  avenues  for  development  of  the 
work  are  many,  and  it  seems  to  be  but 
in  its  infancy,  yet  the  results  attained 
have  well  repaid  both  the  workers  and 
their  helpers. 

Alexander  C.  Proudftt, 

Secretary  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee. 


CContributions  to  this  work  are  much  needed,  and 
checks  nnay  be  made  payable  to  cTVfISS  EMMA  N. 
IRELAND,  331  East  I7th  Street   New  York. 
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OF  THE 
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INCLUDING  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

New  York^  Kings  and  Richmond  G>unty 

Visiting  G)nimittees 


TO  THE 


Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association* 


New  York  City,  October  1, 1904. 

To  the  Board  of  Manoffers  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association: 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Com- 
mittee respectfully  submits  its  first  annual  report.  This  report 
includes  an  account  of  the  organization  of  the  New  York  City  Vis- 
iting Committee  by  the  consolidation  of  the  County  Visiting  Com- 
mittees in  Greater  New  York;  an  account  of  the  work  of  these 
Committees  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904;  and  an 
account  of  the  condition  and  administration  of  Bellevue  and 
Allied  Hospitals,  and  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  during 
that  period. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  CITY  VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

The  consolidation  of  New  York  City,  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  the 
County  of  Richmond,  and  a  part  of  the  County  of  Queens  into  one 
municipality  on  January  1st,  1898,  created  new  problems  in  the 
administration  of  public  charity  in  the  greater  city,  and  called  for 
readjustment  of  the  work  of  the  visiting  committees  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  Greater  New  York.    The  financial  power  of  the  greater 
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city  was  centralized  in  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment, 
to  which  appeal  must  be  made  for  all  the  public  charities  in 
Greater  New  York,  and  one  Department  of  Public  Charities  was 
created,  having  control  of  all  such  institutions.  The  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Association  accordingly  appointed  a  special  com- 
mittee of  seven,  including  three  members  designated  by  New  York, 
Kings  and  Richmond  County  Visiting  Committees,  respectively,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  uniting  these  three  county  commit- 
tees, and,  should  this  be  deemed  advisable,  to  prepare  and  submit 
a  plan  of  reorganization  for  this  purpose.  The  work  of  this  special 
committee  was  delayed  owing  to  uncertainty  as  to  what  plan  of 
administration  of  the  public  charities  of  the  greater  city  would  be 
adopted  by  the  Commission  on  the  Revised  Charter,  created  in 
1900,  and  also  by  later  proposed  changes.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  held  in  May,  1904,  the  special  committee  re- 
ported a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  New  York,  Kings  and 
Richmond  County  Visiting  Committees  as  a  New  York  City  Visit- 
ing Committee.  This  plan  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
and,  pursuant  to  it,  the  first  meeting  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting 
Committee  was  held  on  June  2d,  1904. 

This  plan,  embodied  in  the  Constitution  of  the  New  York  City 
Visiting  Committee*,  briefly  summarized,  provides  for  a  central 
committee,  styled  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee,  its  mem- 
bership to  be  divided  according  to  residence  into  three  Visiting 
Committees,  one  for  the  Boroughs  of  Manhattan  and  The  Bronx, 
another  for  the  Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens,  and  a  third 
for  the  Borough  of  Richmond. 

Three  regular  meetings  of  the  entire  City  Visiting  Committee 
are  to  be  held  each  year,  in  the  months  of  November,  February 
and  May,  the  respective  Borough  Committees  each  holding  meet- 
ings in  the  months  of  October,  December,  January,  March,  April 
and  June,  while  an  Executive  Committee,  composed  of  the  officers 
of  the  City  Visiting  Committee,  with  three  elective  members  and 
the  Chairmen  of  the  several  Borough  Sub-committees,  meets  every 
month,  serving  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee, 
and  having  charge  of  its  finances. 

*  The  Constitution,  adopted  November  29,  1904,  is  in  Appendix  A,  page  117. 
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A  temporary  organization  was  effected  at  the  meeting  of  June 
2d,  with  Mr.  Hojner  Folks  as  President,  Miss  Gertrude  L.  Hoyt, 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Alexander  C.  Proudfit,  Secretary,  to  hold  office 
respectively  until  November,  1904,  and  Miss  Helen  C.  Butler,  Mr. 
John  Mason  Knox  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Rice  were  elected  members 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  serve  thereon  with  Dr.  George  G. 
Wheelock,  Mrs.  Tunis  G.  Bergen,  and  Mrs.  George  William  Curtis, 
(the  Chairmen  of  the  New  York,  Kings  and  Bichmond  County 
Visiting  Committees  respectively),  and  the  Chairmen  of  the  sub- 
committees, until  November,  1904.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  draft  of  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  to  be  submitted 
to  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
November,  1904, 

Reports  are  to  be  made  by  the  chairmen  of  the  sub-committees 
upon  the  various  institutions,  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Borough  Committees,  and  also  at  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the 
City  Committee,  which  latter  will  be  attended  by  members  of  the 
various  Borough  Committees,  permitting  an  exchange  of  ideas 
upon  subjects  concerning  public  charities  in  the  city  as  a  whole. 

The  subject-matter  of  reports  submitted  at  these  meetings  will 
be  framed  into  letters  by  the  Secretary  of  the  City  Committee 
(who  is  also  Secretary,  ex-offldo,  of  the  Borough  Committees), 
submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  approval,  and  presented 
in  person  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities,  usually  by 
the  President,  Secretary  and  several  chairmen  of  sub-committees; 
and  similar  letters  will  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  letters  of  comment  and  suggestion, 
which  so  far  as  possible  have  been  presented  monthly,  during  the 
past  year  special  reports  have  been  presented  upon  matters  of  such 
special  importance  as  may  be  noted  in  the  list  of  communications 
given  under  the  heading  "Summary  of  Work  of  Past  Year.'' 
Statements  are  also  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment  with  respect  to  the  issue  of  corporate 
stock  and  special  revenue  bonds  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Charities  and  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 
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SUMMABY  OP  WOEK  OF  PAST  YEAE. 

1.  The  chairmen  and  members  of  sub-committees,  and  the  Sec- 
retary, have  visited  and  inspected  frequently  the  numerous  insti- 
tutions in  the  Departments  of  Public  Charities  and  of  Bellevue  and 
Allied  Hospitals,  and  several  tours  of  inspection  have  been  made 
by  the  President  of  the  City  Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Brooklyn  Committee,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities,  and  in  his  company.  Relations  of  a  friendly 
nature  have  been  maintained  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Belle- 
vue and  Allied  Hospitals. 

2.  The  work  of  teaching  crippled  and  partly  paralyzed  men  at 
the  New  York  City  Homes  to  weave,  knit,  etc.,  has  been  developed 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Employment  for 
the  Aged  and  Infirm.  A  kindergartner  has  been  maintained  at 
Kings  County  Hospital  by  the  Committee  in  that  Borough. 

3.  Illustrated  talks  upon  the  work  of  the  Departments  have 
been  delivered  by  officers  of  the  Committee,  before  various  organi- 
zations, for  the  purpose  of  familiarizing  the  public  with  the  De- 
partment and  with  the  work  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Asso- 
ciation. 

4.  The  Chairman  of  the  Brooklyn  Committee  has  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Grand  Juries  in  Kings  County  the  serious  needs 
of  the  Departmental  institutions  in  that  county. 

5.  As  a  result  of  the  visits  to  the  institutions  under  the  control 
of  these  Departments,  reports  have  been  submitted  to  the  public 
authorities  responsible  for  their  administration,  and  to  the  author- 
ities which  apportion  funds  for  their  support,  as  follows : 

October  17, 1903,  a  statement  to  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment in  regard  to  appropriations  needed  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Charities  and  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  for  the  year 
1904. 

December  10,  1903,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Charities  on  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department. 

December  29,  1903,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Charities  on  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department. 

February  9,  1904,  a  communication  to  the  newly  appointed 
Commissioner  of  Charities,  Hon.  James  H.  TuUy,  concerning  the 
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work  of  this  Committee,  and  considering  some  of  the  more  immedi- 
ate and  important  needs  of  the  various  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
ment. 

February  15,  19My  a  special  report  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Charities  in  regard  to  the  needs  of  the  Department  as  to  new 
buildings  and  permanent  improvements. 

February  29,  1904,  a  special  communication  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Charities  in  regard  to  the  need  of  a  new  Municipal  Lodg- 
ing House. 

March  21, 1904,  a  statement  to  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Ap- 
portionment in  regard  to  the  issue  of  corporate  stock  for  the  erec- 
tion of  new  buildings,  etc.,  for  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 

April  19,  1904,  a  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Charities  on 
condition  of  the  institutions  in  the  Department. 
.    April  30,  1904,  a  special  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Chari- 
ties in  regard  to  the  administration  and  the  development  of  the 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony. 

June  14,  1904,  a  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Charities  on 
condition  of  the  institutions  in  the  Department. 

July  21, 1904,  a  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities 
on  condition  of  the  institutions  in  the  Department 

August  29,  1904,  a  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Charities, 
with  suggestions  concerning  the  needs  of  the  Department  for  the 
year  1905. 

In  compiling  the  following  parts  of  this  report  free  use  has 
been  made  of  the  quarterly  and  annual  reports  of  the  departments 
as  well  as  of  the  reports  of  our  visitors. 
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PART  I.— BELLEVUE  AND  ALLIED  HOSPITALS.* 

Bellevne  Hospital,  GoaTemeor  Hospital, 

Emergency  Hospitad,  Harlem  Hospital, 

Fordham  Hospital. 

_^  During  the  past  year  the  Trustees  have  accom- 

Improvements.  o         x-        .^ 

plished  more  substantial  progress  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  Department,  both  in  kind  and  d^ree,  than  has  been 
observed  by  this  Committee  in  any  similar  period  in  the  history  of 
its  connection  with  Bellevue  Hospital. 

For  the  details  of  this  progress,  reference  is  made  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  hospitals  in  pages  hereinafter  devoted  to 
them,  respectively,  but  before  entering  upon  the  more  specific 
chronicle,  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  this  report  is  directed  to 
the  following  table  of  improvements  in  course  of  construction  at 
the  date  of  the  report : 

new  consteuction. 
Bellevtjb  Hospital,  , 

Sea  wall,  increasing  area  of  site  by  about  70,000  square 
feet. 
Gouveeneue  Hospital, 

New  wing  and  reconstruction,  doubling  capacity. 
Haelem  Hospital, 

New  hospital,  on  new  site,  trebling  capacity.- 
FoEDHAM  Hospital, 

New  hospital  for  The  Bronx,  comprising  five  new  buildings^ 
on  a  new  site,  trebling  capacity. 

SUPPLIES. 

The  Committee  has  not  observed  any  continued  lack  of  supplies 
in  any  of  the  hospitals  of  this  Department,  and  so  far  as  observed 
the  supplies  have  been  generally  good  in  quality  and  kept  well 
up  to  the  requirements  in  quantity. 

With  some  exceptions,  as  for  example  in  the  items  of  cotton 
goods  and  of  eggs,  the  Trustees  secured  proposals  for  supplies 
comparing  favorably  with  those  for  the  calendar  year  1903.  A 
decrease  in  the  price  of  butter  counterbalanced  the  increase  for 
eggs,  the  prices  for  which  were  considerably  higher  than  those 
paid  in  1908. 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  93. 
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'  1  ADMINISTRATION. 

A  tuberculosis  clinic  has  been  established  i 
New  the  Out-Patient  Department  at  Bellevue  Hospita 

^"cKh^s^***      ^^^  ^^-  J«^^  Alexander  Miller,  a  physician  c 

large  experience  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosa 
and  in  the  organization  of  clinics  has  been  secured  to  take  char^ 
of  it.  The  tent  system  has  been  introduced  at  Bellevue  Hosp: 
tal  in  connection  with  the  Out-Patient  Department ;  nurses  are  ai 
signed  to  visit  patients  in  their  homes,  and  see  that  they  carry  on 
the  instructions  given  to  them  in  the  dispensary;  and  milk  an 
eggs  are  provided  for  those  who  cannot  purchase  proper  foo< 
These  various  lines  of  work  have  been  carried  on  without  e^ 
ceeding  the  limits  of  the  appropriations  made  for  the  use  c 
the  Department.  A  tuberculosis  clinic  has  been  established  a 
Gouvemeur  Hospital  also. 

Charles  Norris,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  d 

Pathologist.      ^^^^^^  ^j  pathological  laboratories  at  f 5,000  i 

year.  , 

The  improvement  in  the  patients'  diet  noted  i 
^*  our  preceding  reports,  by  which  roasting  mes 
was  substituted  for  a  certain  number  of  chucks,  has  been  f oUowe 
up  by  the  Trustees  with  a  similar  reduction  of  the  number  c 
chucks  which  still  remained  in  use  on  four  days  of  the  week,  pr< 
vision  being  made  for  the  substitution  of  more  roasting  meat  earl 
in  1904. 

The  additional  expense  involved  is  estimated  to  be  about  |2,50 
a  year,  but  the  favorable  effects  of  such  changes  upon  the  appetit 
of  patients  have  been  very  marked  and  seem  to  warrant  these  sul 
stitutions.  Stews  made  of  chucks  have  still  been  retained  on  tw 
days  of  the  week,  and  are  found  more  palatable  as  a  variety. 

Diversity  in  the  mess  of  the  officers  and  employees  has  bee 
gained  by  adding  to  the  meat  specification  a  considerable  quantit 
of  sausage  and  of  liver. 

The  changes  above  noted  bear  out  the  statement  by  the  Trui 
tees,  that  "improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  food  served  to  p4 
tients  has  been  a  constant  care  of  the  Trustees  since  they  assume 
office,  but  the  lack  of  a  head  of  the  kitchen  system  possessing  sciei 
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tific  knowledge  of  the  subject  has  hitherto  prevented  the  attain- 
ment of  the  best  results." 

Accordingly  Miss  Harriette  Gorton  was  ap- 
pointed dietitian  of  the  Department  at  a  salary  of 
11,000  per  annum,  and  took  charge  on  September  1st,  1904.  Miss 
Gorton  is  a  trained  nurse,  a  graduate  of  the  Drexel  Institute,  and 
before  coming  to  Bellevue  had  been  dietitian  at  Ward's  Island  and 
King's  Park  Insane  Asylum.  A  new  diet  kitchen  has  been  pro- 
vided and  Miss  Gorton  has  entire  supervision  of  this.  She  has 
inspected  also  the  food  supplies  and  made  out  the  general  and 
special  dietaries.  The  objects  of  the  diet  kitchen  are  twofold, 
viz: — 

First,  to  provide  the  patients  with  a  more  attractive  and  care- 
fully prepared  special  diet  that  can  be  furnished  from  the  main 
kitchen ;  and 

Second,  to  train  the  nurses  in  scientific  cooking  of  foods  for  pa- 
tients having  various  diseases  and  in  the  preparation  of  proi)erly 
balanced  dietaries. 

For  the  first  purpose,  a  list  of  articles  of  special  diet  has  been 
prepared,  also  a  dietary  for  children,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
certain  of  the  physicians.  Orders  will  be  received  daily  from  the 
first  medical  division,  prepared  by  the  nurses  on  duty,  and  used  in 
the  wards  for  the  weakest  patients.  In  addition,  the  dinner  and 
supper  for  one  of  the  nurseries  will  be  prepared  and  sent  out. 
Other  nurseries  and  divisions  will  be  added  gradually,  until  all 
wards  in  the  hospital  are  included.  One  nurse  at  a  time  will  be 
detailed  for  duty  in  the  diet  kitchen,  and  have  the  assistance  of  a 
maid.  She  will  prepare  the  daily  dietary  of  the  nursery,  selecting 
the  articles  from  an  official  list,  make  out  the  daily  orders  for  sui>- 
plies  and  be  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  and  order  of  the 
kitchen,  her  work  being  under  the  criticism  of  the  dietitian. 

The  diet  kitchen  is  also  equipped  as  a  kitchen  laboratory,  and 
later  classes  of  nurses  will  receive  a  course  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  scientific  cooking.  Twelve  nurses  can  be  accommodated  at 
one  time,  each  with  a  separate  desk  and  utensils  for  individual 
cooking. 

That  the  Trustees  have  been  active  in  devising  means  to  protect 
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the  interests  of  the  City,  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  their  D 
partment  in  matters  relating  to  records,  uniforms  and  researcl 
to  further  the  welfare  of  patients  and  employees,  and  to  rende 
assistance  to  the  friends  of  patients,  is  shown  by  the  followin 
brief  paragraphs  quoted  from  their  quarterly  reports : 

Q        .  "In  order  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  city  h 

Inspector  of      connection  with  the  erection  of  new  hospitals  u 

Construction.      ^®  Department,  the  Trustees  have  asked  for  th< 

establishment  of  the  position  of  General  Inspectoi 
of  Construction.  When  this  place  shall  have  been  created  by  con 
current  action  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  th( 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Mayor,  the  Trustees  will  request  the 
Municipal  Civil  Service  Commission,  to  hold  an  examination  anc 
establi^  an  eligible  list  It  will  be  the  duty  of  such  an  inspectoi 
to  see  that  the  contractors  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  thai 
the  work  of  construction  is  performed  in  accordance  with  the 
plans  and  specifications  provided  by  the  architect." 

"Upon  December  1,  1903,  a  carefully  worked- 
s^Um  ^^*  ^stem  of  records  was  put  in  oi)eration  at 
^*  '  Bellevue  Hospital  and  extended  to  the  Allied  Hos- 
pitals January  1, 1904,  and  while  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  full 
data  now  being  taken  regularly  will  doubtless  be  experienced  in 
the  future,  it  is  found  even  at  the  present  time  a  great  convenience 
when  necessity  arises  for  consulting  the  records  of  particular 
cases.  The  records  are  kept  in  a  central  room  in  the  old  Cornell 
Building  upon  the  Bellevue  Hospital  grounds,  under  the  care  of 
an  experienced  cataloguer." 

"By  means  of  a  transfer,  authorized  by  the 

Helpers'         Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  from  an- 

increiused.       Other  account  to  that  of  "Salaries,'^  the  Trustees 

were  enabled  to  increase  the  pay  of  men  helpers  to 
|20  a  month,  and  that  of  the  women  helpers  to  f  15,  the  prevailing 
rate  in  the  private  hospitals  of  the  city.  If  the  Trustees  are  al- 
lowed to  continue  this  policy  a  better  class  of  employees  will  be 
secured." 

Uniforms.  "^^^  ^^  hospital  employees,  with  very  few  ex- 

ceptions, have  been  put  in  uniforma  Doctors, 
nurses,  orderlies,  stretcher  carriers  and  employees  about  the 
grounds  now  go  about  their  several  occupations  clad  in  a  costume 
that  is  at  once  distinctive  and  appropriate  to  the  duties  of  their 
position." 
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P         -  "The  Trustees,  by  special  resolution,  passed  on 

Kesearcn.  jfovember  25,  1903,  invited  tlie  Medical  Boards 
of  Bellevue  and  its  allied  hospitals  to  furnish  monographs  on  sub- 
jects of  medical  and  scientific  interest  connected  with  their  work, 
the  same  to  be  collected  into  a  volume  or  volumes  as  the  material 
might  require.  The  object  of  the  Trustees  in  issuing  this  invita- 
tion was  not  only  to  encourage  scientific  research  among  the 
physicians  connected  with  the  hospitals,  but  to  make  available  to 
students  and  to  the  profession  generally  the  results  of  the  invalu- 
able experience  obtained  in  institutions  of  the  size  and  character 
of  Bellevue  Hospital.  The  suggestion  has  met  with  the  most 
favorable  reception  from  the  doctors,  and  will  be  followed,  it  is  be- 
lieved, by  substantial  results." 

,  "To  avoid  disputes  and  sensational  stories  con- 

roners  ceming  the  cause  of  death  in  certain  cases,  the 
Trustees  have  requested  the  Board  of  Coroners 
to  make  autopsies  in  all  so-called  "Coroner's  Oases,"  and  has  ten- 
dered the  assistance  of  the  hospital  staffs  whenever,  by  reason  of 
pressure  of  business,  the  Coroner  is  unable  to  take  prompt  action 
himself." 

Hebrew  "^*  *^^  request  of  a  Hebrew  benevolent  so- 

Patlents.        ciety,  the  certificates  and  coffin  labels  of  deceased 

Hebrew  patients  have  been  ordered  marked  with 
the  word  "Hebrew"  in  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  society 
in  providing  private  burial  for  the  members  of  their  faith.  The 
Trustees  have  also  assented  to  a  request,  presented  by  Rev.  H. 
Pereira  Mendes,  President  of  the  Union  of  Orthodox  Jewish  Con- 
gregations, for  the  appointment  of  a  Jewish  chaplain  to  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  Department,  and  upon  nomination  of  the  Union,  Rev. 
Abram  Blum  was  appointed." 

j^^.  "The  welfare  of  patients,  as  well  as  considera- 

^  tion  for  their  relatives,  has  also  been  the  object  of 

Friends.         instructions  issued  to  the  nurses  to  notify  the 

House  Physician  or  Surgeon  immediately  of  any 
change  for  the  worse  in  a  patient's  condition,  and  in  case  such 
change  is  considered  serious,  to  notify  the  Sliperintendent,  who 
will  at  once  communicate  by  telegraph  with  the  patient's  friends. 
The  large  majority  of  telegrams  sent  since  the  inauguration  of 
this  system  have  been  paid  for  by  the  patient's  family  or  friends, 
but  whenever  this  is  not  the  case  the  hospital  itself  accepts  re- 
sponsibility for  the  payment  Another  direction  has  been  issued 
to  the  nurses  to  the  effect  that  whenever  a  patient's  bed-card 
shows  him  to  be  without  friends,  the  name  and  address  of  any 
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visitor  calling  upon  him  shall  be  entered  upon  the  card.    In  tl  i 
way  friends  or  relatives  of  patients  too  ill  at  the  time  of  adm: 
sion  to  give  the  names  of  those  belonging  to  them  will  later  i  : 
discovered/^ 

"That  the  presence  of  women  nurses  in  tl  ; 
Jr^^^  male  wards  is  essential  to  the  success  of  the  se 

Nurses.         ^^^®  ^^  firmly  believed  by  the  Trustees.    Eiarly  i 

the  year  it  was  difficult  to  secure  the  requisi 
number  of  such  nurses  on  account  of  the  small  salary  offered,  bi 
the  recent  establishment  of  a  uniform  rate  of  f 40  a  month  hi  • 
simplified  very  much  the  problem  of  obtaining  satisfactory  wome 
nurses  to  take  charge  of  male  wards." 

After  the  resignation  of  Dr.  William  Mabon  o 

Vacant         April  14,  1904,  to  become  president  of  the  Ne^ 

Superin tendency.  York  State  Commission  in  Lunacy,  Dr.  Williai 

B.  Spratling,  Superintendent  of  Craig  Colony 
was  appointed  in  his  place,  but  the  Municipal  Civil  Service  Com 
mission  refused  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  permit  th< 
transfer  of  Dr.  Spratling  from  the  State  service,  and  no  successoi 
to  Dr.  Mabon  has  yet  taken  office.*  The  Deputy  Superintenden I 
has  acted  as  superintendent  in  the  interim  and  at  the  time  of  th( 
Slocum  disaster  in  the  month  of  June,  1904,  he  responded  to  a  cal 
to  aid  at  the  pier  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  in  the  re 
ception  there  of  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  In  the  accomplishmem 
of  this  arduous  and  distressing  duty  the  Deputy  Superintendeni 
showed  great  energy  and  fidelity,  and  his  prompt  measures  aidec 
in  considerable  degree  to  enable  the  identification  of  a  very  larg( 
proportion  of  the  bodies  by  relatives  and  friends,  as  well  as  tc 
mitigate  the  grievous  misfortunes  attending  that  disaster. 


DEPARTMENTAL  BUDGET. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  amounts  appropriatec 
by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  for  the  use  of  th< 
Department  during  the  years  1902,  1903  and  1904,  and  th( 
amounts  requested  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  year  1904. 

*  Since  the  date  of  this  report,  the  position  of  General  Medical  Superintendent  of  Bellevue  an 
Allied  Hospitals  has  been  establiriied,  and  Dr.  Samuel  T.  Armstrong  was  appointed  to  this  positlo 
on  July  18, 1906. 
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Appropriations. 

Amoants  Allowed. 

Asked 

fnr  4vhA  ^Afts* 

r 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1904. 

$144,484  34 

344,802  08 

46,000  00 

8,000  00 

7,600  00 

12,300  00 

$173,820  00 

364,660  78 

26,000  00 

8,000  00 

1C,800  00 

12,300  00 

$194,669  00 
347,721  78 
18.600  00 
10,600  00 
12,000  00 
16,600  00 

$206,448  00 

Supplies 

376.807  76 

Alterations  and  repairs 

New  ambulances,  horses,  eto 

Olothing  for  insane  patients 

Bents 

16,606  00 

8.000  00 

11,000  00 

16,600  00 

Total 

$662,086  42 

$696,680  78 

$698,880  78 

$633,360  76 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  acute  diseases  with  wards  for  alcoholic  patients, 

sick  prisoners  and  the  examination  of  the  alleged  insane. 
Built  1811-Z5. 
Situaticm,  between  26th  and  28th  Streets,  First  Avenue  and  East 

River. 
Size  of  grounds,  approximately  Sy^  acres. 
Number  of  buildings,  z6. 
Number  of  beds,  971. 
Census  of  patients  October  z,  Z904,  765. 
Number  of  ofiEicers  and  employees,  October  z,  Z904,  366. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  medical  board  of  32  visiting  physicians 
and  surgeons,  and  a  house  staff  of  44  physicians  and  surgeons, 
and  3  resident  physicians  for  the  psychopathic  wards. 
Nurses  and  Supervisors  furnished  by  the  BeUevue  Training  School 
(female)  and  the  Mills  Training  School  (Male). 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1904  the 
census  of  Bellevue  Hospital  showed  the  highest 
average  known  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 
On  March  14,  1904,  it  reached  1,000,  the  highest  single  day's  cen- 
sus at  Bellevue  Hospital  of  which  there  had  been  record  up  to 
that  time,  and  from  50  to  75  in  excess  of  the  hospital's  nominal 
cai)acity.  On  the  preceding  night  125  patients  slept  on  springs 
on  the  floor,  and  at  no  time  during  the  month  were  there  less  than 
60  who  had  to  be  accommodated  in  this  way.    Many  patients  had 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  94. 


Increased 
Census. 
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to  be  transfeiTed  to  the  hospitals  on  BlackwelPs  Island  before 
their  condition  was  suitable  for  such  transfer.  The  need  of  a  new 
Bellevue,  with  a  much  larger  eapa>city,  was  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  experience  of  the  hospital  authorities  during  the  winter  and 
early  spring. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  plans  by  Messrs. 
McKim,  Mead  &  White,  architects,  for  a  new  Bellevue  Hospital 
to  replace  the  present  antiquated  building,  the  deficiencies  of 
which  have  been  so  frequently  and  urgently  set  before  the 
authorities  by  this  Committee  ever  since  the  organization  in  1872 
of  the  Committee  for  Visiting  Bellevue  Hospital.  The  Trustees 
and  this  Committee  hope  that  the  city  will  soon  provide  for  the 
erection  of  the  first  pavilion. 

In  accordance  with  the  approval  of  the  War 

Improvemeiits  • 

Department,  given  in  September,  1903,  the  De- 
partment of  Docks  and  Ferries  has  undertaken  the  alteration  of 
the  bulkhead  line,  and  has  nearly  completed  the  new  sea-wall. 
This  will  add  about  70,000  square  feet  to  the  area  of  the  Bellevue 
grounds. 

Beside  the  dormitories  for  the  women  employ- 
Reconstructed    ^^  gjj^  ^jjQ  roojug  get  apart  for  the  storage  of  the 

Building.        medical  records,  quarters  have  been  found  in  this 

building  for  the  offices  of  the  Contract  Clerk,  Su- 
pervising Edigineer  and  Bookkeeper,  thus  leaving  vacant  else- 
where a  room  which  has  been  prepared  as  a  separate  dining  room 
for  the  ambulance  drivers  and  head  clerks  in  the  Bookkeeper's 
offica  With  the  provision  of  suitable  sleeping  quarters  for  the 
women  employed  in  the  hospital,  will  disappear  eventually,  it  is 
thought,  the  old  difficulty  of  securing  respectable  women  to  work 
in  the  institution.  The  new  dormitories  are  full  of  air  and  sun- 
shine, and  provide  for  each  inmate  the  means  of  keeping  under 
lock  and  key  a  few  private  belongings. 

We  quote  below  briefly  from  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  Trus- 
tees, portions  relating  to  the  more  notable  administrative  improve- 
ments of  the  year,  particularly  the  admirable  practical  test  of  the 
modem  method  by  which  the  home  life  of  the  patient  is  brought 
under  the  supervision  of  the  tuberculosis  clinic : 
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^  t  "'''^^  Out-Patient  Department,    also    in    this 

Department  building,  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  mom- 
^^  *  ing  of  November  17,  1903.  Thirty-five  patients 
applied  the  first  day,  the  number  increasing  to  seventy,  two  or 
three  days  later.  Employed  in  the  building  are  a  Trained  Nurse 
in  charge,  an  Apothecary  and  Assistant,  a  woman  to  assign  the 
patients  to  the  diflPerent  services,  a  man  to  act  as  orderly  or  helper, 
and  the  requisite  number  of  pupil  nurses.  In  selecting  a  staff  of 
physicians  and  surgeons  to  attend  to  the  work  of  the  Out-Patient 
Department,  the  Board  of  Trustees  had  the  assistance  of  the  Medi- 
cal Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  who  spared  no  efforts  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  the  best  practitioners  in  the  several  services — 
tuberculosis,  gynsBcology,  children's  diseases,  genito-urinary,  gen- 
eral medicine  and  surgery — in  which  it  was  proposed  to  establish 
classes.  As  a  result  the  Trustees  feel  that  a  body  of  men  has  been 
brought  together  equal  to  those  attached  to  the  staff  of  any  pri- 
vate dispensary  in  the  city.  In  the  class  for  tuberculosis  patients, 
in  particular,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  meet  adequately  the 
often-expressed  need  for  disi)ensary  treatment  of  this  widespread 
disease.  A  nurse  visits  patients  in  their  homes  and  gives  them  in- 
struction in  the  proper  method  of  avoiding  infection,  as  well  as 
in  the  regime  to  be  observed  in  seeking  restoration  to  health,  and 
two  pupil  nurses  have  been  assigned  to  assist  her  in  this  work. 
Tuberculous  patients  are  supplied  with  fresh  eggs  and  milk,  these 
being  placed  in  the  category  of  medicines  permitted  to  be  fur- 
nished the  sick.  Sputum  cups  are  also  furnished  free  of  charge. 
The  class  in  tuberculosis,  under  die  charge  of  Dr.,  James  Alexan- 
der Miller,  was  opened  later  than  the  other  branches  of  the  Out- 
Patient  Department." 

"        "A  step  which  has  resulted  in  a  substantial  and 
Aih^u^       permanent    improvement    of    conditions    in    the 
Wards.         Prison  and  Alcoholic  Wards  for  Men  is  the  plac- 
ing of  a  woman  head  nurse  in  charge  of  each  of 
these  wards.    The  main  work  of  nursing  in  these  wards  must,  of 
course,  continue  to  be  done  by  men,  inasmuch  as  the  condition  and 
character  of  the  patients  received  here  requires  the  exercise  of  a 
certain  amount  of  physical  restraint  in  handling  them,  but  the 
presence  of  a  woman  to  oversee  the  work  has  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum this  necessary  element  of  force,  capable  nurses  from  the 
St.  Lawrence  State  Hospital  having  been  secured  to  fill  these 
positions  at  night." 
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BBLbEVUB  TRAINING   SCHOOL  FOR   NURSES. 

The  Board  of  Managers  feel  that  the  year  1904  has  been  or 
of  great  accomplishment. 

In  addition  to  the  curriculum,  constant  work  was  done  in  tb 
wards  and  operating  clinics,  in  which  each  of  the  nurses  serve 
her  allotted  time.    Excellent  obstetrical  training  is  secured  in  th 
Emergency  Hospital,  which  affords  unusual  opportunities  fo 
such  service,  while  work  in  the  psychopathic  pavilion  gives  prol 
ably  a  wider  experience  of  the  kind  than  can  be  obtained  anj 
where  except  in  the  State  hospitals.    A  very  satisfactory  cours 
in  massage  has  been  given,  and  dietetics  have  received  special  at 
tention.    A  number  of  nurses,  including  several  graduates  fron 
other  training  schools,  have  been  received  during  the  year  foi 
post-graduate  work.    Two  new  and  large  branches  of  the  hospita 
service  are  now  affording  the  nurses  unusual  opportunities  anc 
interest : 

First — The  dispensary  work  in  the  Out-Patient  Department 
of  B'ellevue  Hospital.  Male  pupil  nurses  are  detailed  to  assist 
in  the  male  surgical  clinic,  and  women  pupil  nurses  are  assigned 
to  the  operating  room  and  to  the  gynsecological  and  tuberculosis 
clinics.  A  graduate  female  nurse  has  general  supervision  of  the 
dispensary,  and  another  graduate  is  present  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  and  directs  the  visiting  of  the  tubercular  patients  in  their 
homes. 

Second — The  district  visiting  of  tubercular  patients  in  their 
homes.  This  new  branch  of  work  was  begun  by  the  pupil  nurses 
a  few  days  before  January,  1904,  and  has  been  amply  and  suc- 
cessfully tested  during  the  past  year.  It  has  been  done  under  the 
careful  supervision  of  Miss  Damer,  a  graduate  of  the  class  of 
1885,  who  was  for  a  number  of  years  agent  of  the  Charity  Organi- 
zation Society  in  Buffalo.  The  following  extracts  from  her  notes 
are  made  to  show  the  broad  extent  of  the  work : 

"Patients  have  been  under  observation,  who  come  from  all 
parts  of  the  city — Syrians  and  Greeks  from  the  wretched  tene- 
ments near  the  Battery;  members  of  old  Irish  families  in  Cherry 
Street  who  still  hold  their  own  against  the  Italian  invasion; 
colored  i)eople,  careless,  superstitious  and  very  susceptible  to  the 
disease,  coming  from  a  west  side  section;  Italians  from  Mot<^ 
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Elizabeth  and  Sullivan  Streets,  who  at  home  are  a  pastoral  people, 
little  used  to  tenement  life;  and  Bohemian  cigarmakers  of  the 
upper  east  side,  and  sweatshop  workers  of  the  Ghetto. 

"The  nurse  is  the  connecting  link  between  the  dispensary  and 
the  home,  supplying  the  physician  with  information  as  to  the  con- 
ditions and  resources  of  the  patient's  life  and  instructing  the 
patient  as  far  as  is  possible  in  right  methods  of  living  and  trying 
to  inspire  him  with  confidence  and  courage. 

"She  finds  his  family  perhaps  in  undesirable  dark  rooms  and 
is  employed  through  some  charitable  society  to  move  it  into  I^ore 
sanitary  quarters,  and  watches  over  the  babies  to  see  what  can  be 
done  to  help  them  from  succumbing  to  their  surroundings,  as  this 
is  also  the  nurse's  work  to  prevent.  In  one  case,  that  of  a  Bo- 
hemian woman  whose  weakened  constitution  had  been  passed  on, 
seven  children  have  been  treated  and  helped  to  health.  Many 
incipient  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  found  which  readily  yield  to 
treatment,  ai^d  the  subjects  are  thus  prevented  from  becoming  city 
charges." 

A  number  of  the  hospital  children  have  been  sent  to  the  Home 

for  Convalescent  Babies  at  Sea  Cliff,  Long  Island ;  others  to  Miss 
Morton's  holiday  farm  at  Ehinecliff,  and  many  adults  to  Miss 
Iselin's  Home  for  Convalescents,  Tuckahoe. 

The  Edith  Summer  Home  was  opened  as  usual  for  two  months, 
and  was  constantly  filled.  Many  of  the  Bellevue  nurses  passed  a 
few  restful  weeks  there. 

It  has  been  possible  this  summer  to  vacate  the  surgical  wards 
early  in  the  season  and  have  them  thoroughly  cleaned  and  re- 
painted. 

In  the  Nurses'  Home  many  of  the  rooms  have  been*  painted 
and  refurnished,  but  in  spite  of  the  many  improvements  and  en- 
largements made  during  the  past  two  years,  the  school  finds  itself 
cramx>ed  for  sleeping  accommodations  and  especially  at  a  loss 
for  space  in  the  dining  room.  The  number  of  probationers,  pupils 
and  supervisors  has  been  slowly  but  steadily  increased  at  the 
request  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals, 
who  perforce  must  respond  to  the  pressure  at  the  hospital  by  the 
city's  increasing  needs. 

Mve  lots  on  Twenty-fifth  Street,  at  the  rear  of  the  Nurses' 
Home  have  been  purchased,  with  the  aid  of  f  50,000  subscribed 
for  this  purpose,  the  Board  of  Managers  being  unable  to  secure 
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a  long  lease  of  the  rented  buildings  now  occupied  in  addition 
the  main  building  of  the  home  on  Twenty-sixth  street.    A  plan 
now  under  consideration  by  which  the  city  may  take  over  tl 
school. 

EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

The  service  at  this  hospital  has  been  very  heavy  at  tim< 
during  the  year,  although  the  total  number  of  admissions  has  bee 
lower.  There  have  been  no  deaths  of  mothers  during  the  enti] 
year,  but  the  number  of  still-births  and  deaths  of  infants  is  large 
than  that  of  the  year  before.  Beyond  the  painting  of  the  ward 
and  operating  room,  no  improvements  of  note  have  been  made. 

GOUVERNEUR    HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  acute  cases. 

Opened  1885;  rebuilt  1897-1900. 

Situation,  Gouverneur  Slip  and  East  River. 

Number  of  buildings,  three  (the  new  and  old  hospital  buildings  an< 

a  rented  stable). 
Number  of  beds,  izo. 
Number  of  patients  October  i,  1904,  84. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  66. 
Chief  executive  officer,  a  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  thirteen  and  a  house 

staff  of  eight  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

School,  Blackwell's  Island. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  on  November  19, 1903. 

New  Winic 

gj^^  approved  an  issue  of  Corporate  Stock  in  a  sum 

not  exceeding  $292,000,  to  provide  means  for  the 
completion  of  Gh)uverneur  Hospital  by  the  erection  of  a  new  wing 
new  ambulance  stable  and  driveway,  morgue  and  autopsy  room, 
and  rearrangement  of  the  defective  interior.  Gross  defects  in  the 
original  construction  are  stated  to  be  accountable  for  the  magni 
tude  of  the  sum  appropriated.    The  erection  of  the  new  wing  will 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  97. 
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double  the  capacity  of  the  hoepital,  an  increase  which  is  warranted 
by  the  extremely  active  service.  The  walls  are  now  up,  ready  for 
the  roof  rafters.  The  wing  will  probably  be  ready  for  occupancy 
late  in  the  year  1905.  An  additional  appropriation  in  the  sum 
of  ^^50,000  was  approved  early  in  1904  by  the  Board  of  Estimate 
and  the  Aldermen,  the  sum  being  intended  to  cover  the  mai^n 
of  all  possible  additional  expenditures,  such  as  piling  and  other 
uncertain  items  of  expense,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  prove  un- 
necessary to  call  upon  the  Comptroller  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  full  sum.  The  Trustees  approved  of  the  specifications  and 
authorized  advertisement  in  the  City  Record  at  its  meeting  of 
December  11,  1903,  but  some  revision  of  these  specifications  was 
afterwards  held  to  be  desirable,  and  their  final  advertisement  was 
only  authorized  on  December  30,  1903.  The  contract  for  building 
the  new  wing  was  awarded  on  March  9th,  1904,  to  John  R.  Shee- 
han  &  Co.,  the  lowest  bidders,  after  one  incomplete  bid  had  been 
pronounced  irregular  by  the  Corporation  Counsel,  and  the  work 
of  excavation  was  begun  in  less  than  two  weeks  from  March  9th. 
Work  on  the  new  wing  continued  very  steadily  in  the  early  stages. 
The  first  portion  to  be  occupied  will  probably  be  the  quarters  for 
helpers,  in  the  attic,  where  separate  rooms  are  provided,  holding 
on  an  average  two  helpers  each,  and  sitting  rooms  have  also  been 
provided,  one  for  men  and  one  for  women,  at  the  ends  of  the  re- 
spective wings  nearest  the  river. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

As  the  first  step  in  the  new  construction  was  to  tear  down  an 
old  hospital  building,  in  which  a  number  of  the  employees  were 
lodged,  rooms  were  secured  for  their  accommodation  in  a  building 
facing  Gouvemeur  Slip,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  hos- 
pital. 

The  Trachoma  Clinic,  conducted  by  the  Board 

^"qMcT        ^'  Health  in  the  old  hospital  building,  was  re- 
moved temporarily  to  the  room  used  as  a  chil- 
dren's ward  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  main  hospital  building. 
This  added  to  the  overcrowding  and  discomfort  by  dispersing  the 
sick  children  among  the  other  wards  and  smaller  accident  rooma 
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The  Board  of  Health  subsequently  provided  a  temporary  struc- 
ture in  Gouverneur  Slip  near  the  hospital,  and  has  conducted  th€ 
clinic  therein. 

^.  The  work  in  the  Out-Patient  Department  at 

Dispensary* 

Gouverneur  continued  extremely  heavy  during  the 
year,  and  the  new  special  staff  continued  to  require  the  assistance 
of  the  house  doctors  to  accomplish  its  work.  The  Supervising 
Nurse  was  instructed  to  see  that  children  be  accompanied  bj 
I)arents  or  friend  when  they  apply  for  treatment,  except  in  casej 
of  emergency,  and  that  only  one  such  parent  or  friend  be  admittec 
with  them  to  the  waiting  room,  as  this  room  is  frequently  crowdec 
to  the  doors. 

The  data  contained  in  the  following  quotations  from  quarterl; 
reports  of  the  Trustees,  set  forth  concisely  the  character  of  th< 
service  at  this  hospital : 

Census.  "During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1904  th 

census  at  Gouverneur  Hospital,  like  that  of  Belle 
vue,  and,  indeed,  all  the  hos>pitals  of  the  Department,  was  ub 
usually  heavy,  so  that  it  was  necessary  at  times  to  disregard  wari 
lines,  and  put  patients  wherever  accommodations  for  them  coul( 
be  found.  The  census  continued  very  high  up  to  the  month  o 
July,  the  monthly  average  being  for  April,  101  patients ;  for  Maj 
105;  and  for  June,  90 — ^an  average  of  102  for  all  three  months 
This  waA  practically  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  at  that  tim( 
everything  over  100  requiring  speedy  transfer  and  special  arrange 
m^its  for  accommodations. 

"In  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1904,  the  total  censu 
was  1,155,  as  compared  with  1,222  in  the  same  quarter  of  1903, 
slight  falling  off  for  the  three  months ;  but  a  large  proportion  c 
grave  cases  were  treated,  however,  as  is  shown  by  the  number  ( 
deaths,  which  was  136  in  1904,  as  compared  with  94  in  1903.  I 
the  hospital  on  September  30,  1904,  there  were  89  patients,  whil 
on  the  same  date  in  1903  the  number  was  78.'^ 

Among  the    few  minor    improvements  whic 
Improvements.    ^^^®  possible  during  the  period  of  reconstructio] 

the  Trustees  arranged  for  the  installation  ( 
twelve  interior  telephone  stations  in  the  hospital,  the  i^une  to  1 
maintained  at  a  diminishing  cost  for  three  years,  in  case  the  e 
gagement  is  renewed  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.    The  Commi 
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sioner  of  Water  Supply,  Gas  and  Electricity  placed  an  electric 
arc  light  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  hospital,  the  ambulance  hav- 
ing a  dangerous  turning  to  make  at  this  point. 

HARLEM   HOSPITAL  * 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  January  z8,  1887. 

Situation,  Z20th  Street  and  East  River. 

Number  of  buildings,  8. 

Number  of  beds,  51. 

Number  of  patients  October  i,  1904,  61. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  41. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  twelve  and  a  house  staff 

of  five  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

School. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  walls  of  the  Aldministration  Building  and  ward  wings  of 
the  new  Harlem  Hospital  at  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  Street 
and  Lenox  Avenue,  are  nearly  ready  for  the  roof ,  and  when  the 
hospital  shall  have  been  completed,  it  will  accommodate  about 
110  patients,  and  form  a  notable  addition  to  the  plant  of  the  city. 
With  the  exception  of  an  improvement  in  the  facade  of  the  main 
building,  made  possible  at  very  slight  expense,  by  agreement  be- 
tween the  Trustees  and  the  architects,  the  hospital  is  being  con- 
structed under  the  plans  as  originally  accepted,  the  contract  price 
being  f329,900.  The  hospital  will  probably  not  be  completed  until 
some  time  in  the  first  quarter  of  1906.  An  additional  appropria- 
tion of  (213,000  has  been  sought  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  with 
which  to  erect  an  ambulance  station  and  power  house,  including 
heating,  ventilating  and  lighting  apparatus. 

During  the  year  various  steps  were  taken  to 
Present        render  the  present  hospital  plant  more  adequate 

rlospKal* 

to  the  constantly  increasing  needs  of  the  neigh- 
borhood.   Hot-air  furnaces  were  placed  in  the  building  occupied 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  98. 
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by  the  out-patient  department,  a  laboratory  equipment  was  i 
stalled  in  one  of  the  front  rooms  upon  the  second  floor,  and  tl 
plumbing  and  ventilation  in  the  hospital  proper  were  improve 
A  reform  was  instituted  in  the  method  of  keeping  the  clinic 
records,  comprising  among  other  things,  the  introduction  of 
more  scienti'fic  nomenclature.     The  interior  of  the  hospital  hi 
been  painted,  and  its  appearance  very  greatly  improved.     Tl 
telephone  service  was  extended  to  the  Annex,  adding  greatly  i 
the  convenient  use  of  the  building.    Since  the  establishment  of 
children's  ward  the  hospital  allowance  of  milk  has  been  increase 
by  twelve  quarts  daily. 

A  new  lease  was  taken  of  the  building  at  No.  518  Elast  On 
Hundred  and  Twentieth  Street,  used  as  a  home  for  the  wome 
employees  of  the  hospital.  During  the  quarter  ending  Septembe 
30, 1904,  the  census  at  Harlem  Hospital  decreased  more  than  10< 
from  that  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1903,  the  figures  beinj 
685  in  1904,  791  in  1903,  and  616  in  1902  for  this  quarter.  Here 
as  at  the  other  hospitals  of  the  Department,  there  was  a  largei 
number  of  patients  on  the  closing  day  of  the  quarter,  indicating  i 
heavy  census  for  the  autumn  and  winter. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  April  ii,  1892. 

Situation,  Aqueduct  Avenue,  near  190th  Street,  in  the  Borough  of 

the  Bronx. 
Size  of  groimds,  about  2j/i  acres. 
Number  of  buildings,  5. 
Number  of  beds,  45. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  28. 
Number  of  patients,  October  z,  1904,  45. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Medical  Board  of  ten  and  a  house  stafi 

of  four  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

School. 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  99. 
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IMPROVEMBNTS. 


The  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  which  took  office  on  January  1, 1904^  confirmed  the  ap- 
propriation of  180,000  voted  by  the  preceding  Board  of  Estimate 
for  the  acquisition  by  the  city  of  the  four-acre  plot  belonging  to 
St  John's  College,  Fordham,  at  the  junction  of  Crotona  Avenue 
and  the  Southern  Boulevard,  as  a  site  for  the  new  hospital  for  the 
Borough  of  the  Bronx. 

We  shall  hope  to  illustrate  and  describe  more  fully  in  succeed- 
ing reports  the  group  of  buildings  comprised  in  this  hospital 
plant,  but  the  following  brief  extract  from  the  Trustees'  report  of 
the  plans  will  give  an  idea  of  their  comprehensive  nature : 

^^^  "On  July  5,  1904,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 

Hospital.        passed  an  appropriation  for  the  issue  of  Corporate 

Stock  in  the  sum  of  $640,000  for  the  construction 
of  this  new  hospital,  and  on  July  27,  1904,  the  contract  was 
awarded.  In  August,  ground  was  broken  by  the  contractors,  the 
John  H.  Parker  Company,  who  have  pressed  the  work  of  exca- 
vating and  have  laid  in  part  the  foundations  of  the  new  hospital 
buildings.  The  central  structure,  of  Harvard  brick,  with  lime- 
stone trimmings,  will  face  the  Southern  Boulevard,  while  the 
smaller  buildings,  including  a  laundry  and  dormitory  building,  a 
power  house  and  a  stable  and  morgue  building,  are  more  or  less 
inconspicuous  by  reason  of  the  lower  level  of  the  land  to  the  rear. 
The  main  hospital  will  be  five  stories  high  and  have  two  wings, 
while  provision  will  be  made  for  the  addition  of  two  more  wings 
of  equal  size  at  some  future  time  when  they  may  become  necessary. 
To  the  north  of  the  hospital  a  dormitory  building  for  the  hospital 
nurses  will  be  erected.  This  will  be  five  stories  in  height,  pro- 
viding good  and  sanitary  accommodations.  Architectural  effect 
has  been  studied  in  the  design,  with  due  regard  for  economy.  The 
hospital,  as  at  present  planned,  will  have  beds  for  150  patients, 
and  the  cost  of  its  erection,  with  the  service  buildings  and  Nurses' 
Home,  and  including  architect's  fees,  is  estimated  at  |600,000." 

At   the  present   hospital,  few   improvements 
Hospital.        ^^^^  '^^^  made  during  the  year,  except  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  work  of  widening  the  road  in  the 
rear  of  the  hospital  building  by  removing  the  rock,  thus  removing 
the  danger  occasioned  by  an  exceedingly  sharp  turn. 
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Arrangements  were  made  by  which  the  present  hospital  sts 
and  outbuildings  are  to  be  left  standing,  while  the  city  occuj 
its  present  lease  of  the  hospital  grounds,  these  buildings  stand 
in  the  way  of  a  new  thoroughfare  to  be  known  as  Tee  Taw  Aven 
Several  metal  ceilings  have  been  put  in  place,  linoleum  laid  uj 
the  floors  of  the  wards  and  some  painting  done.    Fordham  H 
pital  treated  during  the  third  quarter  of  1904  329  patients, 
against  291  for  this  quarter  of  the  year  1903.  Part  of  this  increj 
may  be  ascribed  to  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  which  occurred  late 
the  summer  of  1904    among  the  Italian  workmen  employed 
public  works  in  the  vicinity.     A  considerably  larger  number 
patients  were  either  cured  or  transferred  during  the  quarter,  whi 
the  deaths  numbered  three  less.     A  tent,  to  be  used  in  case 
another  typhoid  fever  outbreak,  was  erected  upon  the  grounds. 
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PART  II.— DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

BOROUGHS  OP  MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BRONX. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adnlts,  Pier  East  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children,  66  Third  Ave.,  ICanhattan. 

City  floepiial,  Blaokwell's  Island. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Blaokwell's  Island. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blaokwell's  Island. 

Infants'  Hospital,  Randall's  Island. 

Children's  Hospital,  Randall's  Island. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Randall's  Island. 

Custodial  Asylum,  Randall's  Island. 

Municipal  Lodging  House,  398  First  Ave.,  Manhattan. 

Steamboats  and  Docks,  Offloe,  Engineering  Dept.  Pier  E.  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  126  LiTingston  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children,  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Kings  County  Hospital— Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Training  School  for  Nurses,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Div.,  Clarkson  Street. 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital,  113  Bradford  Street. 

Coney  Island  Reception  Hospital,  Surf  Ave.,  near  Ocean  Avenue. 

BOROUGH  OF  RICHMOND. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
New  Tork  City  Farm  Colony,  CasUeton  Comers,  Staten  Island. 

CHANGE  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

We  regret  to  chronicle  the  displacement,  for  wholly  politi- 
cal reasons,  of  a  highly  efficient  and  aggressive  Commissioner, 
who  had  been  appointed  as  an  expert  upon  public  charities  and 
whose  administration  is  still  bearing  fruit  in  the  completion  of  a 
series  of  buildings  constituting  almost  the  entire  list  scheduled 
below  and  forming  part  of  a  record  of  improvements  entirely 
unparalleled  during  an  equal  period  in  the  history  of  this 
Department. 

On  January  1,  1903,  James  H.  Tully,  of  Brooklyn,  became 
Commissioner  of  Public  Charities,  as  the  appointee  of  Mayor 
McClellan  to  succeed  Homer  Folks.  Commissioner  Tully  has 
shown  evidence  of  a  purpose  to  improve  the  equipment  of  the 
Department  and  has  received  and  in  many  instances  has  adopted, 
suf^gestions  made  by  this  Committee,  or  coming  from  other  sources. 
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as  to  improvements.  So  far  as  we  have  observed,  there  has  been 
no  effort  to  break  down  the  competitive  system  by  forcing 
numerous  resignations.  We  can  chronicle  no  very  notable  im- 
provement brought  to  a  head  upon  the  initiative  of  the  new 
administration,  during  its  first  nine  months,  but  this  lack  has 
proceeded  in  large  measure  from  lack  of  acquaintance  with  the 
Department  and  with  the  problems  of  charity  administration,  and 
is  to  be  charged  against  the  party  in  power  for  insisting  upon  the 
appointment  of  a  non-expert.  The  City  is  to  be  congratulated 
that  in  the  absence  of  fresh  steam,  the  new  administration  came 
into  possession  of  a  Department  running  under  great  headway, 
and  we  anticipate  the  development  of  more  force  under  the  various 
administrative  influences  now  in  action. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Buildings  During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1903  im- 

Completed  in     portant  new  buildings  were  completed  and  opened 
1903.  ael  follows: 

N.  Y.  City  Training  School  foe  Nurses  : 
South  wing  of  the  Nurses'  Home. 

N.  Y.  City  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schooi^  : 

Gymnasium, 

Three  isolation  pavilions. 

Metropolitan  Hospital: 

Dining-room  building  for  male  patients  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Infirmary. 

Detailed  accounts  of  each  of  the  above  buildings  will  be  found 
in  those  portions  of  this  report  devoted  to  the  respective 
institutions. 

Buildinzs  ^^  ^^  other  buildings  for  which  contracts  were 

Contracted  for  in  awarded  in  1903,  the  following  table  sets  forth 
>903-  those  completed  and  occupied  in  1904,  prior  to 

the  date  of  this  report: 

N.  Y.  City  Training  School  for  Nurses  : 
North  wing  of  the  Nurses'  Home. 
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City  Hospital: 

Dormitory  for  male  employees. 

Metropolitan  Hospital: 
Solarium, 
Reconstruction  of  Power  Plant  and  Laundry. 

N.  Y.  City  Childeen^s  Hospitals  and  Schools  : 
Reception  pavilion, 
Morgue  and  Laboratory  building, 
Store  house. 

Buildings  Nearly       The  buildings  for  which  contracts  were  awarded 
Completed.      in  1903,  and  which  are  ready,  or  nearly  ready  for 
occupation,  are  given  in  the  following  table : 

City  Hospital: 

Pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed,  and  paralytic  patients. 

Kings  County  Hospital: 

New  heating  and  electric  plant, 
Kitchen  and  dining-room  building. 
Central  store  house  and  refrigerating  plant. 
Stables. 

Brooklyn  City  Moegue: 

New  building,  and  reconstruction  of  old  building. 

N.  Y.  City  Farm  Colony: 

Stone  dormitory  for  men. 
Three  cottages  for  the  aged. 

^  ^^      ^  ,  The  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  last-men- 

Cottage  Colony. 

tioned  three  cottages,  to  cost  f53,061,  is  undoubt- 
edly destined  in  its  results  to  play  a  most  important  part  in  the 
future  of  the  Departmental  organization.  These  cottages,  which 
have  been  erected  during  the  year  of  our  report,  and  only  await 
furniture  to  be  ready  for  occupancy,  stand  at  an  elevation  of 
about  400  feet,  with  an  outlook  over  Staten  Island  Sound, 
Newark  and  Elizabeth,  to  the  Orange  Mountains.    The  plan  for 
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the  Cottage  Colony  contemplates  the  ultimate  erection  of  fron 
twelve  to  fourteen  cottages,  with  an  administration  building  anc 
a  chapel,  some  of  which  should  be  provided  for  in  each  annua 
estimate  and  appropriation,  all  to  be  built  upon  a  property  o: 
about  40  acres,  lying  across  the  road  to  the  east  of  the  olc 
property  of  the  Farm  Colony,  and  lending  itself  readily  tc 
»  attractive  landscape  treatment,  as  it  consists  partly  of  clearec 

land  and  partly  of  woodland,  in  elevation  ranging  from  200  t( 
nearly  400  feet.  The  work  of  building  roads,  clearing  away  under 
brush,  and  otherwise  making  the  property  habitable,  orderly  anc 
attractive,  can  be  done  very  largely,  if  not  wholly,  by  the  mah 
inmates  of  the  Colony,  under  paid  direction. 
^-     ...   ^  Of  the  three  cottages  already  built,  and  showi 

in  the  picture  opposite  this  page,  the  large  cottage 
at  the  right  is  for  aged  couples,  of  whom  it  will  accommodate  six 
teen  couples,  while  the  other  two  cottages  are  intended  for  agec 
women,  each  providing  thirty  single  rooms.  An  early  realizatioi 
of  the  plan  for  erection  of  the  cottages  was  made  possible  by  the 
action  taken  late  in  November,  1903,  by  the  Board  of  Estimate 
and  Apportionment,  vesting  title  on  December  10,  1903,  in  the 
new  property,  for  the  acquisition  of  which  condemnation  proceed 
ings  were  instituted.  Considerable  relief  for  the  overcrowdei? 
hospitals  on  BlackwelFs  Island  and  at  Brooklyn,  and  the  Homess 
for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  is  to  be  anticipated  upon  the  occupatior 
of  the  three  cottages,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  contracts  have 
not  already  been  awarded  for  more  of  these  cottages. 

Substantial  progress  has  been  made  upon  i 
Buildings        jjew  Eeception  Pavilion  at  the  City  Hospital,  th< 

cofi trflCt^M  for  in 

1904.  contract  for  which,  at  a  cost  of  $20,900,  wai 

awarded  by  Commissioner  Tully  early  in  1904,  anc 
also  upon  a  dining  room  and  kitchen  building  for  the  New  Yorl 
City  Training  School,  contracted  for  at  $34,750,  an  appropriatior 
for  both  of  these  buildings  having  passed  the  Board  of  Estimate 
in  1903,  but  failed  of  approval  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Furthei 
information  as  to  the  details  of  some  of  the  above-mentioned  build 
ings  and  as  to  minor  improvements  effected  in  the  Departmeni 
will  be  found  under  other  headings  in  this  report. 
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SUPPLIES  AND  DIETARY  DBPABTMBNT. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1903,  certain  changes  were 
made  in  the  specifications  or  contracts  for  supplies  advertised 
and  awarded  for  the  year  1904,  as  the  experience  of  two  years 
had  shown  the  desirability  of  raising  the  standards  of  certain  of 
the  principal  food  supplies.  In  our  opinion  the  organization  and 
improvements  in  the  dietary  department  are  among  the  most  im- 
poriant  achievements  of  the  year,  and  we  quote  therefore  freely 
from  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1903,  with  respect  to  the  principal 
changes,  as  follows : 

Improved  "Beef  will  be  purchased  by  the  quarter  only. 

Specifications,    instead  of  in  pari:  by  the  quari^er  and  in  part  by 

chucks,  as  during  1903,  or  entirely  by  pieces,  as 
during  1902  and  for  several  preceding  years.  While  a  lower  price 
per  pound  is  bid  on  chucks,  the  excess  of  bone  and  inferior  quality 
of  the  meat  render  the  purchase  of  chucks  of  doubtful  economy. 
Under  the  new  specifications  the  lowest  bid  on  the  estimated 
quantities  needed  for  1904  was  $101,779.15,  as  against  the  lowest 
bid  on  the  estimated  quantities  for  1903,  under  the  former  specifi- 
cations, of  $107,514.82. 

"In  regard  to  poultry,  the  specifications  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved. Instead  of  purchasing  the  entire  amount  of  chicken  of 
one  grade,  50,000  jyounds,  intended  for  roasting,  are  re- 
quired to  meet  the  following  specifications:  'The  chickens 
to  weigh  from  3  to  4^  pounds  each,  and  to  average  3%  pounds 
each.'  The  requirements  as  to  all  poultry  are  that  it  is  to  be 
^young,  fresh,  fleshy,  of  good  quality,  properly  dressed,  perfectly 
sound,  western  dry  picked  and  to  come  in  the  original  packages/ 
The  poultry  has  been  the  one  article  of  food  on  which  it  has  seemed 
impossible  to  enforce  a  satisfactory  delivery  under  previous  speci- 
fications. Notwithstanding  the  marked  improvement  in  the  speci- 
fications, the  price  of  chicken  will  be  .1025  per  pound,  as  against 
.1140  in  1903,  and  of  turkey  .1475,  as  against  .1525  in  1903. 

"The  requirements  as  to  the  quality  of  milk  have  been  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  milk  reasonably  free  from  harmful 
bacteria.  The  new  requirements  are  as  follows :  'Before  milking 
the  cows  must  be  clean,  especially  in  the  region  of  the  udder,  and 
the  milkers  must  thoroughly  wash  their  hands.  The  barns  must 
be  kept  in  good  condition  and  all  manure  removed  daily.  The 
milk  must  be  milked  into  pails  which  are  clean,  strained  through 
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clean  strainers,  and  stored  in  clean  cans.  The  milk  mnst  be  coolec 
within  one  hour  to  50  degrees  Fahrenheit  or  under,  and  kept  ai 
that  temperature  until  delivered.  When  received,  milk  must  noi 
be  more  than  thirty  hours  old.  No  milk  shall  be  sent  from  cowt 
within  a  period  of  thirty  days  before  or  ten. days  after  calving 
So  far  as  possible,  milk  must  be  sent  from  one  farm  or  group  o: 
farms,  so  that  the  farms  can  readily  and  at  all  times  be  inspectec 
by  the  Commissioner  or  his  authorized  agents,  or  those  of  th< 
Board  of  Health.  The  persons  employed  in  the  barn  and  dairj 
must  be  free  from  contagious  diseases  and  must  be  free  from  con 
tact  with  those  having  them.'  The  milk  is  also  to  be  pasteurizec 
before  delivery,  the  specifications  requiring  that  it  shall  be  raisec 
to  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  135  degrees  Fahrenheit  and  noi 
more  than  160  degrees  Fahrenheit,  and  cooled  immediately  there 
after  to  a  temperature  of  45  degrees  or  less.  Each  can  of  mill 
must  bear  a  label  showing  where  the  milk  was  produced.  Th< 
percentage  of  fat  is  increased  from  3  to  4  per  cent. 

"The  specifications  for  eggs  call  for  ^extras'  instead  of  ^firsts. 
The  term  ^extra'  requires  that  they  shall  be  of  good,  uniform  size 
free  from  dirty  eggs,  and  shall  contain  at  least  80  per  cent,  fresh 
reasonably  full,  strong,  sweet  eggs;  and  lose  not  more  than  on< 
dozen  to  the  case." 

^^  Numerous  improvements  are  noticed   in  th< 

Deoartmeiit.      dietary  department,  as  shown  by  the  following 

quotations  from  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  de 
partment  dietitian : 

"In  order  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Dietary  Departmen 
of  the  various  institutions  an  office  has  been  provided  for  eacl 
Resident  Dietitian,  and  improved  telephone  service  has  beei 
installed,  principally  in  the  general  kitchens  and  officei 
of  the  Resident  Dietitians;  these  two  features  greatly  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  Dietitian.  A  more  or  less  successful  effort  hai 
been  made  to  establish  the  independence  of  the  Dietary  Depart 
ment  by  arranging  the  pay-rolls  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  em 
ployees  of  any  other  department  to  be  called  upon  to  substitute  ii 
the  Dietary  Department,  or  do  any  work  whatever  in  the  Dietary 
Department. 

"On  October  22  it  was  arranged  that  the  Resident  Dietitian  o 
each  institution  should  visit  all  the  ward  dining-rooms  and  serving 
rooms  two  or  three  times  each  week,  reporting  upon  any  point 
which  seemed  to  need  changes  and  making  any  suggestions  to  tb 
Superintendent  of  the  Training  School  or  the  Supervising  Nurse 
and  to  the  Departmental  Dietitian.  In  this  way  the  Residen 
Dietitian  can  keep  more  closely  in  touch  with  the  actual  needi 


40 

of  the  patients  than  she  can  by  the  perusal  of  the  ward  diet  sum- 
naaries  alone,  and  while  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  service  of  food  in  the  ward  dining-rooms,  she  may  be 
able  to  make  suggestions  in  regard  to  this. 

"At  the  City  Hospital  the  former  officers'  dining-room  has  been 
equipped  as  a  special  diet  kitchen. 

"On  December  19,  1903,  it  was  ordered  that  a  schedule  for  the 
per  capita  system  of  ordering  supplies  be  adopted  at  the  Metro- 
politan Training  School  for  Nurses.  On  December  24  dietaries 
were  adopted  for  the  inmates  of  the  New  York  City  Children's 
Hospitals  and  Schools;  Holt,  Atwater,  Hutchison  and  Schroeder 
being  the  authorities  consulted  in  planning  the  dietary  for  in- 
fants and  children,  and  Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  the  authority  followed 
in  the  dietary  for  idiots  and  feeble-minded. 

"In  the  general  hospitals  of  the  Department  the  Dietitians 
have  followed  the  plan  of  *deep  setting'  of  milk  for  cream  with 
considerable  success,  thus  affording  the  institution  a  certain 
amount  of  cream  without  its  purchase  by  contract.  At  the  New 
York  City  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools  cream  for  use  in  the 
preparation  of  the  formulae  for  infant  feeding  is  now  produced  by 
gravity  process,  rendering  the  purchase  of  the  Walker-Gordon 
cream  unnecessary  at  present. 

"A  request  from  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Domestic 
Science,  Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  to  the  effect  that  we  ac- 
cept pupils  in  their  senior  year  from  the  domestic  science  course, 
for  periods  of  about  five  weeks,  as  residents  of  our  institutions, 
assisting  the  Dietitians,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  knowledge  of 
institutional  housekeeping,  has  been  considered,  with  the  con- 
clusion that  our  Dietitians  could  make  considerable  use  of  the 
services  of  such  pupils,  and  that  mutual  benefit  would  result. 
Eegulations  were  adopted  covering  such  reception  of  pupils  from 
Drexel  Institute,  Teachers'  College  and  Pratt  Institute. 

"In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  1903  I  find  that  many  of 
the  recommendations  made  by  myself  to  you  in  special  reports  one 
year  ago  have  been  carried  into  operation,  the  principal  among 
these  being  the  appointment  of  Resident  Dietitians  in  each  of  the 
institutions,  the  revision  of  the  dietaries,  improved  methods  of 
ordering  diets  and  the  improved  equipment  of  the  various  divisions 
of  the  dietary  departments.  The  most  important  recommendation 
made  at  that  time,  and  which  it  has  so  far  been  impossible  to  carry 
into  operation,  was  the  erection  at  each  of  our  four  large  institu- 
tions of  a  building  devoted  to  the  dietary  department,  to  include 
all  kitchens  and  dining-rooms  of  the  institution,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ward  dining-rooms  for  patients.     In  the  light  of  this 
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year's  experience  I  am  more  firmly  convinced  than  ever  before  of 
the  advisability  of  this  plan,  as  the  present  kitchens  and  dining- 
rooms  in  the  institutions  are  so  scattered  as  to  render  it 
nearly  impossible  for  the  Eesident  Dietitian  to  thoroughly  super- 
vise the  work.  By  concentrating  the  work  in  one  building  greater 
efficiency  in  many  directions  would  result,  and  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  Dietitian  to  take  more  direct  responsibility  for  all  the 
work  than  is  now  possible.  A  considerable  saving  in  supplies  and 
salaries  in  this  department  would  necessarily  follow. 

"It  has  not  been  possible  to  act  upon  the  plan  for  the  improved 
reception  and  inspection  of  foods  on  the  dock  at  the  foot  of  East 
Twenty-sixth  Street.  It  is  to  be  desired  that  such  a  plan  be  pro- 
mulgated at  an  early  date. 

"The  success  with  which  the  efforts  of  this  Department  have 
met  during  the  past  year  has  been  due  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
heads  of  institutions.  Much  credit  is  also  due  to  the  earnest  work 
of  the  Resident  Dietitians  and  their  loyalty  to  heads  of  institu- 
tions." 

CENSUS*  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

This  Department  has  shown  an  unusual  growth 
vercrow   ng.    .^  census  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 

1904,  and  the  effect  of  this  growth  is  especially  notable  in  particu- 
lar institutions,  as  at  one  of  the  hospitals,  where,  on  July  24, 1904, 
there  were  93  patients  in  a  ward,  male  medical,  the  capacity  of 
Avhich  was  only  53. 

For  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September, 
1904,  this  hospital  received  a  daily  average  of  203  more  patients 
than  in  the  same  five  months  of  1903,  and  there  wa»  an  average 
daily  excess  of  49  patients  during  this  period  in  1904,  instead  of 
the  vacancies  existing  in  1903  as  usual  in  the  warm  months,  and 
this  excess  existed  in  spite  of  an  increase  of  95  beds  in  the  capacity 
of  the  hospital.  This  growth  and  overcrowding,  of  which  the  data 
with  respect  to  the  above-mentioned  hospital  is  recited  as  typical, 
have  been  experienced  in  great  degree  at  the  City  and  Metropolitan 
Hospitals,  Kings  County  Hospital  and  the  Home  for  the  Aged 
and  Infirm,  Brooklyn,  as  will  appear  in  the  pages  devoted  to  these 
institutions  respectively,  but  up  to  the  date  of  this  report  no  con- 
tract has  been  awarded  since  January  1,  1904,  for  a  building  to 
contain  additional  inmates,  in  any  institution  of  the  Department. 

*  For  statistios,  see  page  93. 
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Issue  of  -^^  ^  letter  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Esti- 

Corporate        mate  and  Apportionment  under  date  of  March  1, 
stock.  1904^   the   Commissioner   estimated   f877,800   as 

necessary  for  new  buildings,  and  repairs  of  a  permanent  character, 
and  this  request  was  supported  as  reasonable,  in  a  statement  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board  in  person  by  this  Committee  on  March  21st, 
1904.  The  Board  has  voted  '$250,000  in  response  to  this  request, 
but  owing  to  various  delays  caused  by  the  introduction  of  a  subse- 
quent resolution,  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Public  Chari- 
ties, to  render  this  appropriation  available  for  alterations  and 
repairs  of  a  permanent  character,  it  cannot  be  included  in  a  report 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904. 

Meantime    patients    are    crowded    into    the 
Fi    *^Bcd         wards  far  beyond  their  capacity  and  other  patients 

sleep  upon  a  few  layers  of  blankets  laid  directly 
upon  the  floors  of  corridors,  where  fatal  cases  of  pneumonia  have 
developed,  for,  even  with  the  ventilation  suppressed  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  bed  patients,  the  drafts  upon  the  floor  beds  cause 

many  colds  and  some  cases  of  pneumonia. 

A    considerable    number    of    inmates    in    the 
l^ssible         hospital  wards  of  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and 

Infirm  on  BlackwelPs  Island  should  be  removed 
therefrom  and  cared  for  in  the  non-hospital  wards,  where 
they  would  undergo  less  hardship  than  is  experienced  upon  the 
floor-beds  of  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  at  present  by  patients 
who  should  be  transferred  from  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  to 
the  hospital  wards  of  the  Home;  and  other  wards  of  the  Home 
should  be  made  available  for  Hospital  purposes,  by  transferring 
more  relatively  able-bodied  inmates  from  them  to  the  Farm  Colony 
on  Staten  Island.  In  other  words  the  function  of  the  Homes  as 
infirmaries  or  homes  for  incurables  should  be  developed  con- 
sistently, and  rapidly. 

The  amounts  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Esti- 
^^^^         mate  and  Apportionment  for  the  entire  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1902,  as  revised  in  April,  1902, 
and  for  the  years  1903  and  1904,  were  as  follows : 
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1902. 

April  80, 1909.  1^3.  1904. 

Salaries $503,469  60  $631,999  00  $580,999  00 

Snpplies  and  Contingencies 1,055,197  92  1,039,957  92  1,081,657  92 

Alterations,  Additions  and  Repairs  to 

bmldings  and  apparatus 80,500  00  80,600  00  102,500  00 

Transportation  of  Paupers,  Medicines, 

CJoflins.  etc 11.100  00  11,100  00  11,100  00 

Burial  of  Pauper  Dead. 2,000  00  2,000  00  2,000  00 

Poor  Adult  Blind 49,950  00  49,950  00  51,250  00 

Clothing  for  Insane  Patients 4,500  00  4,600  00  4,500  00 

Clothing  for  Epileptics  sent  to  Craig 

Colony 2,000  00  4,000  00  4,000  00 

Donations  to  Grand  Army  Veterans ....           20,500  00  25,000  00  20,0«  0  00 

Lodging  House  for  Homeless  Men   ...           13,043  24  13,043  24  13,043  24 

Burial  of  Veterans,  and  Headstones  ....           17,400  00  25.000  00  15,000  00 

Bents 4,300  00  5,440  00  5,440  00 

New  Ambulances,  Horses,  Harness  and 

Bepairs 10,000  00  10,000  00  10,000  00 

Open  Air  Concerts 1.000  00 

Total •$1,773,960  66  $1,802,490  16  $1,902,490  16 

*  Including  maintenance  of  BeUevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  for  month  of  January,  190S. 


GENERAL  NEEDS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  Redistribution  of  population  to  equalize  overcrowding. 

2.  The  need  continues  for  relief  of  the  overcrowding  at  the  City 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division,  by  the  comple- 
tion of  additional  accommodations  at  the  New  York  City  Farm 
Colony. 

3.  Great  need  is  felt  for  the  relief  of  the  tuberculosis  service  at 
Kings  County  Hospital  and  better  general  provision  for  con- 
valescent tuberculous  patients  by  the  establishment  of  a  municipal 
tuberculosis  sanatorium  for  consumptives  at  the  New  York  City 
Farm  Colony,  or  at  some  point  outside  of  the  city  limits. 

4.  Coney  Island  Reception  Hospital.  A  new  building  to  be 
open  for  convalescent  patients  from  the  whole  Department. 

5.  Development  of  welfare  work  among  the  employees  of  the 
Department,  including  social  and  recreational  activities,  is  much 
to  be  desired. 
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SOME  OF   THE  IMPORTANT  NEEDS  OF  VARIOUS 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Boroughs  of  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx. 

The  need  for  the  central  electrical  plant  grows 
Ughting  Plant,    jj^qj.^     acute     as     the     overcrowding    increases. 

It  is  absurd  and  dangerous  to  compel  nurses  to 
carry  oil  lanterns  through  a  medical  ward  where  they  are  caring 
for  93  patients  with  a  bed  capacity  for  only  53,  as  is  the  case  on 
Ward  D  of  the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  the  danger  of  this  practice 
being  augmented  by  the  fact  that  some  of  the  patients  frequently 
develop  delirium  tremens. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults  : 
A  new  building. 

City  Hospital: 

1.  Dormitory  for  female  employees. 

2.  A  new  power  plant. 

3.  A  covered  pier  to  protect  patients  and  supplies  when  landed 

at  the  hospital  in  bad  weather. 

4.  A  superintendent's  cottage,  which  would  permit  using  as 

wards  or  for  doctor's  quarters  the  space  now  occupied 
as  living  apartments  by  the  superintendent 

5.  An  additional  fire  escape,  for  male  side. 

6.  A  system  of  ventilation  which  will  furnish  a  constant  sup- 

ply of  fresh  air  to  the  wards  without  creating  a  draught 
on  the  patients. 

7.  A  protective  wire  cage  or  enclosure  upon  the  roof  of  the 

pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 

8.  A  store-house  with  workshops. 

9.  A  Hydro-Therapeutic  outfit. 

10.  Additional  fire  escapes  at  the  Nurses'  Home. 

11.  A  gymnasium  and  swimming  pool  at  the  Nurses'  Home. 

N.  Y.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (B.  I.) : 

1.  New  bath  houses. 

2.  A  central  place  for  storing  clothing'  of  inmates.    This  might 

be  provided  in  connection  with  the  new  bath  houses. 
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3.  A  revision  of  classification  of  inmates ;  segregation  of  senile 

cases. 

4.  Provision  for  employment  of  inmates  of  the  Home. 

5.  A  larger  operating  room. 

6.  Metal  ceilings  for  six  hospital  pavilions. 

7.  A  reduction  of  the  number  of  inmates  in  certain  wards 
1  which  are  now  overcrowded  and  ill-ventilated,  particu- 
larly at  night 

Metropolitan  Hospital: 

1.  A  dormitory  for  male  employees. 

2.  A  new  nurses'  home,  the  present  nurses'  home  to  be  con- 

verted into  a  dormitory  for  female  employees. 

3.  A  new  building  to  increase  capacity  for  patients. 

4.  A  new  central  kitchen   building  with  dining-rooms  for 

doctors,  officers  and  employees. 

5.  A  central  linen  room,  and  a  better  system  for  handling 

linen  and  ward  supplies  in  the  wards  and  laundry. 

6.  Sorting  rooms  for  the  laundry. 

7.  Balconies  for  the  wards  on  the  south  side  of  the  main 

building. 

8.  Direct  ferry  service. 

9.  The  laying  out  of  grounds  and  planting  of  trees  about  the 

Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 

10.  Modem  ward  furniture  of  iron  and  glass  for  Tuberculosis 

Infirmary  and  most  of  the  main  building. 

11.  An  elevator  for  the  men's  building  at  the  Tuberculosis 

Infirmary. 

New  York  City  Childebn^s  Hospitals  and  Schools: 

1.  An  additional  wing  at  the  store  house  to  contain  a  new 

central  kitchen  and  also  dining-rooms  for  employees. 

2.  Eeconstruction  of  male  helpers'  dormitory. 

3.  A  new  industrial  school  building. 

4.  A  pavilion  for  children  suffering  from  venereal  diseases. 

5.  A  hospital  pavilion  for  crippled  children. 

6.  Transfers  of  the  less  teachable  inmates  to  Eome. 
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7.  Three  new  quarantine  pavilions. 

8.  Ice  House. 

9.  Water  towers  at  several  buildings. 

10.  A  crematory  for  the  destruction  of  hospital  dressings  and 

garbage  which  are  now  burned  or  buried. 

11.  An  electric  lighting  plant 

Municipal  Lodging  House: 
A  new  building. 

Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens  : 

1.  An  additional  large  central  hospital  in  Brooklyn,  with 

at  least  500  beds. 

2.  A  hospital  situated  centrally  in  Queens. 

3.  One  or  more  additional  reception  hospitals  in  crowded 

regions  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 

4.  Removal  of  tuberculous  patients  from  all  Brooklyn  institu- 

tions  of  the  Department. 

Kings  County  Hospital: 

1.  An  isolation  building  or  pavilion. 

2.  A  maternity  building. 

3.  A  new  Morgue  and  clinical  laboratory. 

4.  A  coal  shed. 

5.  An  addition  to  the  bakery. 

6.  An  addition  to  the  Nurses'  Home  and  a  piazza. 

7.  Electric  elevators  or  reconstruction  of  the  existing  ele- 

vators. 

8.  Transfer  of  the  children's  service  from  the  general  wards 

to  the  separate  hospital  building  now  used  for  tubercu- 
lous men. 

9.  A  new  roof  on  employees  pavilion. 

Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (Brooklyn)  : 

1.  Elevators  for  both  the  men's  and  women's  dormitories. 

2.  Fireproof  stairways  in  the  men's  dormitory. 

3.  A  workshop. 
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Cumberland  Street  Hospital: 

1.  A  roof  garden. 

2.  A  new  wing  on  additional  property  adjacent  to  the  present 

site. 

3.  A  separate  house  to  be  used  temporarily  for  the  nurses^ 

making  the  entire  wing,  occupied  at  present  by  the  nurses, 
available  for  isolating  rooms  and  other  hospital  purposes. 

4.  A  cement  floor  for  the  store  room. 

5.  A  new  crematory. 

6.  A  drying  room  under  the  yard. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital: 

A  new  site  and  building  and  a  more  regular  service. 

Borough  of  Richmond. 

New  York  City  Farm  Colony: 

1.  A  sanatorium  for  tuberculous  patients. 

2.  Eleven  additional  cottages  for  almshouse  inmates. 

3.  A  new  laundry. 

4.  A  new  barn,  the  old  barn  to  be  reconstructed  for  use  as  a 

dormitory. 

5.  A  resident  physician. 

6.  Eegular  religious  services  on  Sunday. 

7.  A  station  wagon  making  regular  trips  several  times  daily 

to  Castleton  Comers. 

8.  Uniforms  for  employees  and  inmates. 

BUREAU  OF  DEPENDENT  ADULTS,  MANHATTAN. 

Ofifice,  Foot  of  East  26th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Charities. 
Examines  all  applicants  for  admission  to  Hospitals. 
Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 
Transfers  patients  when  necessary  from  City  to  State  Institutions. 
Considers  approval  as  public  charges  of  patients  in  private  hospitals. 
Distributes  pensions  to  adult  blind. 
Has  charge  of  City  Morgue. 
Nimiber  of  officers  and  employees,  46. 
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The  year  has  seen  three  incumbents  in  this 
Superiotendency.  office.    On  December  31st,  1903,  Mr.  George  Blair, 

removed  by  Commissioner  Folks  in  1903,  was  re- 
instated by  order  of  Court,  displacing  Mr.  E.  F.  Merwin,  the 
appointee  of  Commissioner  Folks.  On  February  29,  1904,  Mr. 
Blair  was  again  removed  by  Commissioner  Tully,  on  charges,  and 
the  present  Superintendent,  Mr.  George  W.  Meeks,  appointed,  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Blair  being  subsequently  upheld  by  the  Appellate 
Division  of  the  Supreme  Court  This  succession  of  changes  did 
not  improve  the  administration  of  the  Bureau,  which  was  again 
disturbed  in  June,  1904,  by  the  distressing  and  hampering  inci- 
dents of  the  Slocum  disaster,  during  which  the  burial  permits  for 
913  bodies  recovered  had  to  be  made  out  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  the  presence  of  representatives  of  the  Coroner  inter- 
fering with  the  usual  order  of  proceldure.* 

There  is  great  need  for  improvement  of  the  system  for  exami- 
nation of  suspected  cases  of  tuberculosis,  to  expedite  the  transfer 
to  the  State  Sanatorium  at  Raybrook  of  the  applicants  whose  con- 
dition indicates  the  possibility  of  improvement  at  that  institution. 
Unless  such  patients  go  at  once  after  their  examination,  their 
condition  may  change  so  as  to  render  nugatory  the  Sanatorium 
treatment. 

The  method  of  collection  in  abandonment,  non-support  and 
bastardy  cases  has  been  continued  with  beneficial  results,  about 
$100,000.00  having  been  paid  in  to  the  City  through  this  Bureau 
from  cases  sent  to  Court  and  cases  not  sent  to  Court.  The  aban- 
donment cases  treated  by  the  Department  without  being  sent  to 
Court  shows  a  considerable  increase. 

The  continued  lack  of  an  interpreter  has  been 

Interpreter  still  j-j^^  source  of  much  inconvenience  to  those  appli- 
Needed* 

cants  at  this  Bureau  who  are  unable  to  speak 

English.     This  need  could  be  readily  filled  and  should  be  at  an 

early  day. 

*A  very  complete  and  interesting  account  of  the  manner  in  which  this  emergency 
was  handled  has  been  written  by  Deputy  Commissioner  Dougherty,  and  will  be  found 
in  the  City  Kecord  of  December  29,  1904,  containing  the  report  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Charities  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1904. 
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BUREAU  OF  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN. 

Manhattan  Division. 

Office,  66  Third  Avenue,  Manhattan. 

Receives  all  applications  for  the  commitment  of  children  to  institu- 
tions because  of  destitution. 
Reviews  annually  all  cases  of  children  so  committed. 
Institutes  proceedings  against  parents  abandoning  children. 
Places  children  in  families. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  27, 

This  Bureau  still  occupies  inadequate  quarters 
New  Buiidins:    ^j^^  needs  badly  a  new  building^  for  which  the 

Need  eel* 

plot  in  the  rear  of  the  present  building  offers  ai 
ayailable  site.  Some  new  furniture  has  been  received  during  the 
past  year,  including  a  safe.  Electric  lights  were  installed  in  the 
upstairs  office,  and  an  electric  bell  service  between  the  floors. 

There  has  been  a  marked  advance  in  the  num 
Administration,  j^  ^j  children  proposed  for  commitment  and  ii 

tilie  amounts  collected  from  parents  in  part  payment,  as  will  b( 
seen  from  the  following  table: 

Apptioations  to  oommit  children  during  Ist  quartep  of  1902 1,16: 

Applications  to  commit  children  daring  3d  quarter  of  1903 1,991 

Applications  to  commit  children  daring  3d  quarter  of  1904 2,321 

During  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1903,  part  pay't  was  collected  for  583  children. 
During  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1904,  part  pay't  was  collected  for  006  children. 

Amounts  rec'd  in  part  pay*t  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1903 $9,793 .  7< 

Amounts  reo'd  in  part  pay't  during  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1904 $18,341 .41 

It  is  thought  that  the  increase  of  ap^plications  for  commitmen 
waa  in  large  measure  due  to  the  labor  disturbances  and  to  the  se 
vere  winter  of  1903-1904.  The  increase  in  the  amounts  coUectet 
in  part  payment  shows,  in  proportion  to  the  number  committed,  i 
most  commendable  increase  over  the  preceding  year,  which  wai 
the  first  year  of  this  system  of  part  payment. 

As  the  applications  have  doubled  while  the  clerical  forc< 
remains  the  same,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Bureau,  in  his  repor 
for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1904,  asks  for  an  additiona 
stenographer,  a  junior  clerk,  a  registrar,  and  three  additiona 
examiners  of  charitable  institutions.  The  Bureau  has  fallen  some 
what  behind  in  its  reinvestigations,  with  respect  to  which  we  quot< 
as  follows  from  the  above  report. 
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"Reinvestigation  is  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  parents  to 
resume  charge  of  their  children  when  they  are  found  to  be  finan- 
cially able  to  do  so,  thereby  relieving  the  City  of  any  further  ex- 
pense, but  when  the  parents  are  not  proper  guardians  the  children 
are  not  discharged  to  their  care,  but  the  parents  are  placed  under 
an  order  to  pay  for  their  support,  and  thus  the  City  is  relieved  of 
the  expense  of  their  maintenance." 

The  work  of  this  bureau  and  of  the  institutions  to  which 
children  have  been  committed  was  made  the  subject  of  an  interest- 
ing exhibit  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  and  of  a  publication  by  the 
Finance  Department  of  New  York  City. 

CITY  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

Established,  1853..  Built,  1859. 

Situation,  southern  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  52d  Street, 

Manhattan. 
Number  of  buildings,  11. 

Capacity  for  patients,  659. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1904,  646. 

Number  of  ofHcers  and  employees,  192. 

Chief  executive  ofHcer,  Superintendent. 

Medical   service   in   charge   of   a   Board   of    36    visiting   physicians 

and  surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  22  graduate  physicians  and 

surgeons. 
Nurses  furnished  by  New  York  City  Training  Schoool  (female). 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  building  for  male  helpers,  begun  in  1903, 
completed         ^^^  been  occupied,  and  is  not  only  Avell  arranged 

and  equipped  for  its  purpose,  but  with  its  large 
dormitories,  smaller  rooms  for  clerks,  modern  plumbing  and 
dining  and  recreation  rooms,  and  porches  for  the  occupants,  would 
be  a  creditable  addition  to  any  college  campus,  moderate  as  was 
the  cost  of  its  construction,  and  it  will,  we  hope,  set  a  standard 
for  similar  dormitories,  which  should  be  built  for  helpers  at  the 
Metropolitan  Hospital.  The  new  dining-room  in  this  building  was 
formally  opened  in  July  with  a  dance,  which  was  much  enjoyed 
and  is  to  be  repeated,  we  understand.  The  employees  have  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  pay  for  the  music  on  such  occasions, 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  100. 
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and  entertainments  of  this  kind  seem  to  afford  a  most  commend 
able  snbstitnte  for  trips  to  the  city  with  its  temptations. 

The  construction  of  the  pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  anc 
paralytic  patients  has  been  much  delayed,  and  there  will  still  be  a 
long  delay  before  it  can  be  opened,  although  the  building  is  prac 
tically  completed. 

Another  great  advance  in  the  progress  of  this 

BandhMc^       hospital   toward   complete   equipment   has   been 

made  in  the  work  already  accomplished  upon  the 
new  reception  pavilion,  the  preliminary  sketches  for  which  this 
Committee  aided  to  prepara  Patients  will  be  received  directly, 
bathed,  and  provided  with  hospital  garments  before  entering  the 
main  building,  their  own  clothes  being  left  for  fumigation  and 
storage  in  suitable  rooms  of  the  pavilion.  The  latter  has  also 
waiting  rooms,  clean,  airy  and  well  lighted,  where  discharged 
patients  and  other  passengers  can  await  the  boat  in  comfort.  This 
pavilion  will  not  be  available  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  great  increase  in  census  during  the  last  year,  with  pros- 
pects of  still  greater  growth  this  winter,  may  render  it  necessary 
to  take  for  ward  purposes  the  rooms  in  the  main  building  now 
occupied  respectively  by  the  chapel  and  operating  rooms  and  as 
apartments  for  the  Superintendent,  providing  in  separate  build- 
ings for  some  of  these  and  perhaps  displacing  also  the  kitchen  from 
the  top  floor. 

It  seems  certain  that  the  limit  of  possible  capacity  of  the  City 
Hospital  site  will  soon  be  reached. 

But  little  space  can  be  given  to  the  many  minor 
-  "®'  .       improvements  of  the  year.     Among  these  are  num- 

bered a  new  gas  range,  with  japanned  wrought 
steel  hood,  the  equipment  of  a  special  diet  kitchen,  argand  burner 
gas  lamps  for  the  night  nurses  upon  the  landings  in  the  main 
building,  furniture  for  the  sitting-room  of  the  Superintendent  at 
the  Nurses'  Home,  and  a  new  "quaker"  in  the  laundry. 

SUPPLIES. 

There  has  been  no  serious  shortage  in  the  supplies  of  food,  but 
the  Committee  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  note  a  shortage  during 
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1904,  not  only  of  the  smaller  ward  supplies,  such  as  scissors,  whisk 
brooms,  mops  and  urinals,  but  also  of  sheets,  blankets,  pillow- 
cases and  towels,  for  months,  and  toward  the  end  of  September 
the  supplies  of  shirts  and  chemises  in  the  skin  wards  has  not  only 
fallen  far  below  the  number  suggested  by  the  Committee  and 
adopted  by  the  Department  in  1902,  as  affording  a  safe  margin, 
but  in  these  wards  there  have  actually  been  less  garments  than 
patients. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  shortage  in  supplies  has  increased  the  difficulties  of  ad- 
ministration due  to  increased  census,  and  these  have  been  aug- 
mented by  the  vacancy  created  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  by 
the  death,  in  February,  1904,  of  Mr.  Joseph  Schilling,  since  which 
time  the  steward,  Mr.  James  D.  Lamb,  has  been  acting  as  Super- 
intendent. 

In  the  laundry  of  the  City  Hospital  the 
"quakers"  were  in  disrepair  for  a  large  part  of 
1904,  so  that  such  articles  as  blankets,  coming  to  the  laundry  un- 
duly soiled  from  overuse  were  not  thoroughly  washed  in  these 
machines,  overtaxed  by  the  pressure  of  work  incidental  to  the 
high  census,  and  the  sheets  acquired  at  times  a  discoloration,  and 
the  blankets  an  unpleasant  odor,  of  which  some  wards  were  not 
free  even  after  many  weeks  of  adequate  supplies  and  proper 
washing. 

While  two  of  the  important  needs  listed  on 
Remaining:  Needs,  page  22  of  our  last  year's  report  have  been  met  in 

the  erection  of  the  reception  pavilion  and  the 
dining-room  building  for  the  Nurses'  Home,  other  of  those  needs 
still  exist  and  new  ones  have  developed,  as  may  be  seen  upon  refer- 
ence to  page  44  of  this  report. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  south  and  north  wings  of  the  Nurses^ 
^""letS        Home  have  been  completed  and  occupied,  making 

it  possible  to  give  up  the  houses  at  Fifty-first  street 
in  the  city  in  August,  1904.     The  north  wing  has,  upon  the  ground 
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floor,  reception  rooms,  offices  and  a  laboratory,  well  equipped,  the 
south  wing  having  a  spacious  lecture-room  and  drawing-room, 
divided  by  folding  doors,  and  isolation  rooms,  while  dormitory 
accommodations  for  nurses  are  provided  upon  the  second,  third 
and  fourth  floors  of  the  main  building  and  the  two  wings. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  south  wing  occurred  on  December 
2,  1903,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  school,  the  opening  exercises 
were  made  the  occasion  of  naming  the  new  building  "Jones  Hall," 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  Cadwalader  Jones,  for  some  years  chairman  of 
the  Advisory  Board  of  the  school.  The  older  building  was,  at  the 
same  time,  designated  as  "Schuyler  Hall,"  in  honor  of  Miss  Louisa 
Lee  Schuyler,  founder  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association, 
which  organized  the  first  training  school  for  nurses  in  a  general 
hospital  in  the  United  States,  and  the  north  wing,  in  course  of 
construction,  was  designated  "Rice  Hall,"  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam B.  Rice,  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the 
school,  and  for  many  years  Vice-President  of  the  State  Charities 
Aid  Association. 

Work  is  well  advanced  upon  the  new  east  wing, 
Kitchen  and      ^jji^i^  j^^s  upon  the  second  floor  a  large  dining- 

Buiiding.        room,  and  upon  the  lower  floor  a  kitchen  for  the 

Home,  and  a  lecture  and  demonstration  room  con- 
nected with  the  main  building  of  the  Home  by  a  covered  passage- 
way. 

The  continued  growth  of  the  school  and  the 

m  n  8  ra  on,    attainment  of  continually  higher  standards  in  its 

administration  has  been  marked,  and  some  phases  of  this  are  to 

be  found  in  the  following  extracts  from  the  interesting  report  of 

the  Superintendent: 

"Since  our  last  commencement,  May  16th,  1903,  many  changes 
have  taken  place,  both  along  the  lines  of  expansion  and  reorgani- 
zation. Then  our  census  was  138;  to-day  it  is  171,  and  our  num- 
bers are  not  yet  complete  owing  to  lack  of  room,  but  this  difficulty 
will  be  fully  overcome  in  a  very  short  time.  During  the  past 
year  and  a  half  we  have  not  only  carried  on  the  work  required  of 
us  and  met  emergencies,  but  also  planned,  built  and  occupied 
sections  of  our  Home  which  were  needed  in  1898.     This  increase 
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in  the  size  of  the  School  is  due  to  three  factors :  First,  Increased 
force  needed  for  general  work,  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  and 
the  tendency  of  the  times  which  causes  people  to  go  to  hospitals 
when  ill  rather  than  be  cared  for  at  home.  For  the  last  fifteen 
months  there  have  been  very  few  days  in  which  the  census  of  City 
Hospital  was  not  greater  than  its  number  of  beds.  From  50  to  120 
has  been  the  surplus  day  after  day.  Second,  New  York's  heavy 
record  of  epidemics  and  accidents;  the  trachoma  epidemic,  in 
which  no  less  than  17,000  children  passed  through  the  hands  of 
the  nurses  of  this  School  for  treatment  in  one  month  at  one  dis- 
pensary; the  awful  Slocum  accident,  which  called  out  all  our  re- 
serves ;  one  graduate  of  this  school  is  credited  with  saving  thirty 
lives.  Third,  For  several  years  the  Medical  Board  of  City  Hos- 
pital had  been  requesting  that  the  male  wards  of  City  Hospital  be 
cared  for  by  female  nurses.     This  was  begun  in  1902. 

"In  the  last  week  of  December,  1903,  the  nurses  moved  into 
Jones  Hall  and  filled  all  the  rooms,  thus  allowing  the  January 
class  of  probationers  to  be  admitted.  January,  1904,  also  saw  the 
inauguration  of  our  new  schedule  of  classes  and  lectures,  which 
enables  us  to  give  all  our  instruction  during  the  day  instead  of  in 
the  evenings,  as  heretofore.  This  change  was  much  appreciated 
by  all,  as  the  nurses  and  officers  were  too  tired  after  a  long  day's 
work  to  begin  hard  brain  work  after  eight  in  the  evening  and  do  it 
justice.  A  little  later  it  was  decided  to  abolish  the  post-graduate 
course  of  the  school,  as  the  third  year  nurses  were  now  sufficiently 
advanced  to  take  up  the  post-graduate  work.  Instead  of  post- 
graduates, a  smaller  number  of  more  experienced  nurses  at  an 
advanced  salary  were  appointed  as  assistant  supervisors.  This 
change  did  not  increase  the  pay-roll  and  it  seems  to  have  worked 
out  satisfactorily. 

"A  new  incentive  to  work  for  the  highest  standing  in  general 
proficiency  was  given  by  Mrs.  Jones  this  year  in  the  presentation 
of  three  medals  for  the  best  work  theoretically  and  practically, 
and  the  best  department  record  made  in  each  term — the  Senior, 
the  Intermediate  and  the  Junior.  There  were  the  usual  number 
of  applicants  during  the  year,  most  of  whom  were  eligible.  Sixty- 
six  probationers  were  received,  of  whom  47  finally  went  into  uni- 
form. All  seem  to  be  doing  well  and  are  much  interested  in  their 
work.  Of  the  health  of  the  nurses  there  is  little  to  record ;  two 
cases  of  illness  due  to  typhoid  and  two  to  rheumatism ;  all  made 
good  recoveries." 
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HOME   FOR  THE  AGED   AND   INFIRM.* 

Manhattan  Division. 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults,  including  the  blind  and 

those  suffering  from  chronic  diseases. 
Established  about  1734  in  City  Hall  Park;  removed  to  Bellevue  1815; 

removed  to  Blackwell's  Island  1846. 
Situation,  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  70th  Street,  Manhattan. 
Number  of  buildings,  31. 
Census  of  inmates,  October  i,  1904,  2,274. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  182. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  11  visiting  physicians  and 

surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  7  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  untrained  nurses  under  the  direction  of  a 

supervising  nurse. 

While    the    City,    Metropolitan    and    Kings 
Stiff^ieift.        County    Hospitals    were    overcrowded,    and    the 

Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division, 
had  as  many  as  150  persons  sleeping  upon  beds  on  the  floor  at  one 
time,  the  Home  on  Blackwell's  Island  has  at  no  time  during  the 
period  of  our  report  been  more  than  comfortably  filled.  Inasmuch 
as  the  transfers  to  the  dormitory  and  cottages  at  Staten  Island 
will  begin  before  the  end  of  the  calendar  year,  this  institution  is 
not  likely  to  be  overcrowded  in  the  near  future.  Accordingly, 
the  infirmary  character  of  the  institution,  noted  last  year  in  our 
report,  may  be  expected  to  become  more  evident  month  by  month 
in  1905,  for  beds  should  not  continue  vacant  many  weeks,  and 
doubtless  will  not  be  vacant  many  months  at  the  Home,  when 
patients  are  sleeping  on  a  layer  or  two  of  blankets  directly  upon 
the  floors  in  corridors  of  the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  away. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  ed  c      1  ^^  October  28,  1903,  the  quarters  which  had 

been  in  course  of  reconstruction  for  use  by  aged 
couples  were  completed  and  occupied,  affording  accommodations 
for  five  aged  couples  and  a  caretaker.  The  gratification  expressed 
by  the  husbands  and  wives  who  were  thus  reunited  after  many 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  101. 
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years  of  separation  was  very  marked.  The  quarters  are  insuf- 
ficient to  provide  for  all  the  aged  couples  who  wish  to  live  together, 
and  there  are  other  couples  who  are  properly  subjects  of  public 
support,  but  who  will  not  accept  the  shelter  of  the  City  Home  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  they  would  be  separated.  For  these  reasons 
one  of  the  three  cottages  at  the  Cottage  Colony  is  to  be  devoted  to 
aged  couples. 

The  old  frame  building  used  as  a  smoking  and 

Improvements.    ®i**^^S  room  has  been  torn   down  and  its  site 

levelled  and  sodded,  and  a  large  shed  in  the  rear 
of  Wards  R  and  S  has  been  enclosed,  four  large  stoves  placed 
therein,  and  the  shed  provided  with  windows  and  skylights,  to 
serve  as  a  sitting  and  smoking  room.  Near  the  small  cottage  at 
the  Home  converted  into  quarters  of  aged  couples,  another  cottage 
has  been  prepared  for,  and  occupied  by,  the  matron  and  her  family, 
formerly  quartered  in  the  stone  building  for  women,  in  rooms 
which  will  soon  be  available  as  dormitories.  A  third  of  these 
cottages  has  been  occupied  by  the  teacher  of  broom,  brush  and 
mattress  making.  The  work  of  partitioning,  lathing,  plumbing, 
gasfitting  and  flooring  the  matron's  cottage  was  done  by  inmate 
help;  the  metal  ceilings  and  plastering  were  done  by  contract. 
Notable  among  these  minor  improvements  have  been  the  building 
of  a  much-needed  extension,  25  by  35  feet  in  dimensions,  to  the 
sewing  room,  and  the  introduction  of  steam  heat  into  the  car- 
pentry and  other  shops  by  inmate  labor ;  new  floors  have  been  laid 
in  the  Steward's  office  and  store,  and  the  stairway  leading  to  the 
Catholic  chapel  has  been  boarded  up ;  the  Dietitian's  private  room 
has  been  overhauled,  repainted  and  newly  furnished ;  the  roofs  of 
the  male  and  female  barracks.  Ward  "R,"  the  South  Pavilion  and 
Old  Mp^ternity  have  had  new  gutters  and  leaders ;  slates  have  been 
put  in  on  the  roofs  in  places  needing  them,  and  some  grading  and 
much  painting  has  been  done,  including  all  the  hospital  wards, 
the  stone  building  for  women,  the  North  and  South  Pavilions,  the 
nurses'  dining-room,  and  the  executive  office.  Ventilating  areas 
in  communication  with  the  cellars  of  the  hospital  buildings  have 
been  excavated  in  the  grounds  around  the  hospitals. 
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are  made  for  the  entire  Department,  and  some  are 
used  in  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  being  in:  good  demand  by 
reason  of  their  wearing  qualities.  Mattresses  and  pillows  have 
also  been  made  of  "African  Fibre,"  which  is  clean,  very  elastic, 
and  can  be  easily  freshened  without  the  need  for  much  picking. 
Several  hundred  of  the  mattresses,  made  in  three  sections,  so  that 
the  middle  section  can  be  replaced  without  replacing  the  other 
sections,  have  been  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  at  the  Met- 
ropolitan Hospital  and  are  found  very  satisfactory,  the  covers 
being  fastened  with  buttons  at  one  end  to  enable  their  contents  to 
be  reached  and  stirred  up  readily  or  renewed. 

These  have  been  continued  and  may  now  be  re- 
garded as  a  permanent  feature  in  the  Depart- 
Band  Concerts.  ^^^^^^  ^  ^.j^^  |1,000  for  their  maintenance  is  voted 

cheerfully  year  by  year  in  the  Budget.  For 
various  needs  of  the  Home,  see  page  44. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  INFIRM. 

The  work  of  the  Special  Committee  upon  Employment  for  the 
Infirm  has  been  much  extended  by  the  salaried  teacher,  who  visits 
the  City  Hospital  once  a  week,  and  the  Home  four  times  a  week, 
taking  materials,  giving  lessons  in  weaving  baskets,  &c.,  and  bring- 
ing away  the  product,  from  the  proceeds  of  which  about  $262 
has  been  paid  to  the  workers  by  our  Committee  alone  and  more 
by  others. 

Chaplain  Beard  has  said  of  the  work  at  the  Home : 

"Ward  L  is  the  Ward  devoted  to  the  crippled.  I  found  sixty 
men  sitting  there  doing  nothing,  the  very  picture  of  desolation. 
There  has  come  about,  in  process  of  time,  what  I  call  the  trans- 
formation or  the  transfiguration  of  Ward  L,  and  all  this  has 
taken  place  through  the  introduction  of  the  work,  A  joke  is 
in  order,  cheeriness  and  good-will  are  the  rule.  I  call  the  ward 
now  the  hotel  of  the  busy  bees." 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  will  be  found  on  page  116.  A 
reprint  of  an  article  entitled  "The  Story  of  Ward  L"  (published 
in  "Charities"  on  March  4,  1905),  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  Secretary. 
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METROPOLIAN    HOSPITAL,* 

A  hospital  for  acute  cases,  as  well  as  those  of  long  standing,  and  for 
tuberculosis  patients. 

Established  1875  on  Ward's  Island;  removed  to  Blackwell's  Island 
1894. 

Location,  north  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  Both  Street,  Man- 
hattan. 

Number  of  buildings,  15. 

Capacity  for  patients,  1,007. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1904,  968. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees  October  i,  1904,  304. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  21  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  18. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Metropolitan  Training  School  for 
Nurses. 

This  hospital  is  at  the  date  of  our  report  prob- 
Growth"        *^^y  ^^  largest  general  hospital  in  the  United 

States,  and  has  far  outgrown  its  present  quarters. 
The  overcrowding  of  its  wards,  as  already  noted  earlier  in  our  re- 
port, has  caused  great  hardship,  both  to  patients  and  to  those 
who  administer  the  affairs  of  the  hospital,  but  there  has  been  an 
earnest  effort  to  make  the  best  of  the  conditions  prevailing,  and 
much  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  covered  by  our  re- 
port in  the  several  branches  of  the  hospital  service.  The  famil- 
iarity with  the  conditions  of  the  medical  service  acquired  by  Dr. 
Mickle  while  Chief  of  Staff  has  been  of  great  value  to  him  in  his 
present  position  of  Superintendent,  succeeding  Mr.  William  B. 
O'Rourke,  who  died  in  the  month  of  November,  1903. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  November  29th,  1903,  the  new  dining-room 
New  Buildings,   for  male  patients  at  the  tuberculosis  infirmary 

was  opened,  and  the  patients  were  served  with 
their  first  meal  in  the  new  building.  The  dining-room,  which  will 
seat  comfortably  about  350  patients,  takes  the  place  of  several 
small  rooms  in  the  main  building  for  men  at  the  infirmary.     There 

*  For  statistios,  see  page  102. 
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is  also  a  special  diet  kitchen  with  all  needed  equipment.     Th< 

serving  room  is  fitted  up  with  modem  apparatus  for  keeping  foo( 

warm  until  sei*ved,  and  with  approved  machinery  for  washing  anc 

drying  dishes  and  other  utensils.     The  rooms  formerly  occupiec 

as  dining-rooms  have  been  used,  when  needed,  as  dormitories,  am 

the  capacity  of  the  men's  building  has  thus  been  increased.     Th< 

great  advantage,  however,  of  the  new  dining-room  is  the  fact  tha 

it  makes  it  possible  to  serve  the  food  hot,  in  a  much  more  attrac 

tive  manner,  and  much  more  easily.    A  picture  of  the  interior  o 

this  building  will  be  found  opposite  page  62. 

The  Solarium  at  the  tuberculosis  infirmary,  o 
Solarium.  ,  .  ,    ^,  ...  ^^^  ^^«   i       .       . 

which  the  contract  price  was  $11,753,  having  beei 

unduly  delayed  and  finally  abandoned  by  the  original  contractor 

was  re-advertised,  and  a  new  contract  awarded  during  the  las 

quarter  of  1903.     The  building  was  completed  and  occupied  in  th< 

month  of  May,  1904,  and  has  been  used  largely  and  enjoyed  mucl 

by  the  men  at  the  infirmary.     In  addition  to  the  easy-chairs,  th< 

infirmary  contains  a  shulfle-board  and  tables  with  books  and  dailj 

papers,  provided  in  part  by  the  Island  Mission,  while  free  copiet 

of  Leslie's  Monthly  Magazine^  Munsey's  Magdzine,  the  morninj 

and  evening  Journal  and  World  haA^e  been  contributed  by  th( 

publishers  of  those  periodicals.    The  solarium  is  a  very  importan 

addition  to  the  equipment  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.     It  i{ 

a  building  200  feet  long,  20  feet  wide  and  12  feet  high,  with  i 

10-foot  wide  piazza  extending  around  all  four  sides.     The  sidei 

are  composed  entirely  of  windows,  having  three  sashes  each,  am 

the  entrances  are  French  windows.     The  roof  is  of  tin  and  with 

out  eaves,  high  enough  to  permit  of  the  sun's  rays  striking  ever 

part  of  the  interior.     A  glass  roof  it  was  thought  would  make  th< 

solarium  a  hot  and  glaring  place  in  the  summer.     The  piazzas  art 

furnished  with  awnings,  which,  when  let  down  all  the  way,  com 

pletely  cover  them.     During  a  summer  shower  the  patients  have  i 

very  comfortable  place  on  the  piazzas,  as  the  drip  from  the  awn 

ings  is  over  the  railing.     The  solarium  itself  is  most  used  in  th( 

winter.     It  provides  something  between  actual  exposure  to  th 

elements,  on  the  one  hand,  and  indoor  life,  on  the  other;  that  is  t< 

say,  it  gives  opportunity  for  the  open-air  life  in  the  worst  weathei 
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but  with  wind  and  storm  eliminated.  The  side  away  from  the 
wind  is  always  open.  Stoves  are  provided  merely  to  warm  the  pa- 
tients' hands. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  old  boiler  house,  begun  in 
New  Laundry.    1903,  has  been  completed,  and  new  boilers  and 

complete  laundry  machinery  installed,  provid- 
ing labor-saving  machinery  for  handling  the  laundry  work  of  the 
institution.  Apparatus  is  provided  for  sterlizing  all  laundry  from 
the  tuberculosis  infirmary  before  washing.  The  eight  boilers  have 
sufficient  capacity  to  furnish  heat  for  all  the  buildings  of  the  hospital 
and  infirmary.  For  part  of  the  year  the  engineer's  department  was 
hard  worked,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  had  three  separate  boiler 
houses  or  heating  plants  to  run,  two  of  them  temporary,  as  the 
infirmary  and  the  male  medical  building  were  cut  oflf  from  the 
main  heating  plant.  The  derrick  trestle  erected  to  convey  coal 
from  boats  to  the  coal  rooms,  with  two  or  three  men,  does  the  work 
formerly  done  by  five  carts  and  twelve  men.  The  Metropolitan 
dock  on  the  west  side  of  the  grounds  has  been  completed,  accepted 
and  put  into  use.  The  Brennan  is  the  only  boat  which  has  stop- 
ped at  this  dock,  but  a  plan  is  under  consideration  to  establish  a 
separate  ferry  service  to  Eighty-sixth  Street,  in  which  event  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  secure  extension  of  the  tracks  by  the  street 
railway  company,  so  that  passengers  will  be  carried  directly  to 
the  landing  at  the  New  York  side  of  the  East  River. 

New  plumbing  has  been  placed  in  the  division 
Minor  Qf  ^jjg  main  building  known  as  the  "Annex,"  mak- 

Improvements.  . 

mg  it  comfortable  and  sanitary.  This  has  been 
set  apart  as  the  female  dormitory,  and  several  other  improvements 
have  been  made  in  it  by  furnishing,  renovating  certain  sections, 
and  painting  it  throughout,  but  there  is  not  enough  room  there  for 
the  female  helpers,  and  there  are  several  rooming  in  a  dormitory 
which  had  been  vacated  on  account  of  conditions  making  it  ob- 
jectionable, yet,  under  the  crowded  conditions  at  the  hospital,  it 
has  been  again  placed  in  use.  In  this  same  "Annex"  has  been 
Installed  a  Twentieth  Century  static  machine,  with  complete  fit- 
tings, giving  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  a  very  desirable  and 
effective  outfit  for  making  X-Ray  photographs,  etc.     A  staff  serv- 
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ing  room  has  been  furnished,  which  facilitates  the  propel  servi 
of  meals  to  the  stafif.     The  room  known  as  the  orderlies'  dinii 
room  has  been  partitioned,  enabling  in  part  a  much-needed  class 
cation  of  the  different  grades  of  employees  heretofore  seated  pi 
miscuously  in  that  room.     A  system  of  internal  communication 
telephone  has  been  installed,  connecting  the  various  kitchens  ai 
dining-rooms  with  the  office  of  the  dietitian,  and  also  connectii 
the  outlying  buildings  with  the  main  buildings,  for  which  purpo 
the  central  switchboard  has  been  enlarged.    The  vegetable  roo 
has  been  partitioned,  the  vegetables  placed  and  heat  regulated  { 
as  best  to  preserve  them.     Five  20-gallon,   cast-iron   jackets 
kettles  have  been  put  in  place  in  the  main  kitchen.     The  sewin 
room  has  been  renovated  and  enlarged,  and  three  new  power  mj 
chines  put  in.     A  new  gas  engine  has  been  installed  in  the  adjoii 
ing  room  and  has  sufficient  power  to  run  seven  sewing  machine 
and  two  circular  saws.    The  old  laundry  pavilion  has  been  cor 
verted  into  a  carpenter  shop,  but  part  of  it  still  is  used  for  sorting 
linen,  and  a  new  building  for  this  purpose  should  be  erected  nea 
the  new  laundry.     One  thousand  new  window  shades  have  beei 
put  up.     The  approaches  to  the  Catholic  Church  and  to  the  Rec 
Building  have  been  relaid,  and  a  new  cinder  path,  stone  curbed, 
has  been  constructed  between  the  main  hospital  and  the  infirmary 
The  drug  store  has  been  repainted,  new  shelving  added  and  new 
shop  bottles,  the  stock  room  has  been  put  in  good  condition,  and  a 
liquor  rack  built  in  the  store  room,  greatly  lessening  the  labor  of 
handling  liquors,  as  heretofore  they  were  kept  on  the  second  floor. 
Dilutions  are  now  made  in  the  drug  store.     Many  improvements 
have  been  made  at  the  infirmary,  including  the  laying  of  new 
floors,  the  painting  of  nearly  forty  rooms,  renovating  and  improv- 
ing the  dormitories  for  male  helpers,  increasing  the  toilet  facilities 
and  the  installation  of  eight  new  showers  in  the  bath  rooms  for 
the  use  of  patients.     The  new  ice  house  has  also  been  completed. 

SUPPLIES. 

The  Committee  regrets  to  note  that  it  has  had  frequent  occa- 
sion during  1904  to  report  shortage  of  supplies  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  continuing  for  weeks,  and  in  some  instances  for 


] 


62 

months.     This  was  experienced  in  particular  at  the  infirmary, 
where  the  supply  of  cups  and  mugs  was  very  inadequate. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  general  discipline,  tone  and  character  of  the  ins 
have  improved,  and  we  feel  confident  that  they  will  cont 
improve  under  the  present  management. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  discipline  maintained  at  the  In- 
firmary, it  may  be  stated  that  the  Secretary  of  the  C.  O.  S.  Com- 
mittee on  the  Prevention  of  Tubercidosis,  who  spent  four  weeks 
at  the  Infirmary,  reports  that  during  that  time  he  did  not  observe 
a  single  instance  of  expectoration  upon  the  grounds  or  floors. 

Some  of  the  more  important  needs  of  the  hos- 

Needs 

pital  will  be  found  in  the  list  upon  page  45. 

MBTE0P0LITAI4    TRAINING   SCHOOL   FOE   NURSES. 

The  progress  of  the  year  is  shown  by  the  following  quotations 
from  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training    I 
School : 

"On  October  1,  1903,  our  first  preparatory  class  was  formed, 
and  as  we  lacked  both  teachers  and  equipment,  it  was  arranged 
through  the  courtesy  of  Miss  Gilmour,  Superintendent  of  the  New 
York  City  Training  School,  to  send  our  class  to  the  City  Hospital 
four  afternoons  each  week  for  instruction.  The  experiment  proved 
satisfactory,  the  class  making  an  average  of  eighty-four  per  cent., 
and  we  were  able  to  care  for  an  increased  number  of  patients,  al- 
though our  number  of  nurses  was  below  the  required  average. 

"As  a  result  of  lengthening  the  course  from  two  to  three  years 
we  were  enabled  to  lengthen  our  curriculum  and  form  a  new  class. 
In  order  to  facilitate  our  clerical  work  the  permanent  nurses  and 
orderlies  were  transferred  from  the  Hospital  to  the  Training 
School  pay-roll  on  January  1st,  and  February  1st,  1904,  respect- 
ively. It  has  also  been  possible  to  give  the  nurses  more  time  for 
recreation.  On  April  12tli  it  was  decided  to  open  a  children's 
ward  in  the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  and  on  May  20th  word  was 
received  that  the  State  Board  of  Regents  had  granted  registration, 
which  had  been  refused  to  the  Training  School,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  experience  of  its  nurses  in  the  care  of  children.  On  May  28th, 
1904,  the  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  new  solarium, 
when  diplomas  were  presented  to  twelve  post-graduates  and 
twenty-two  pupil  nurses.  At  the  *Home'  the  nurses'  rooms  have 
been  painted  and  supplied  with  wardrobes  and  washstands;  book- 
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cases  were  received  for  the  library  and  textbooks  for  the  use  of  the 
preparatory  class.  The  linen  room  has  been  furnished  with  boxes 
and  clothes  hooks  for  the  reception  of  clean  linen  when  returned 
from  the  laundry.  Since  October  1st,  1903,  the  supplies  called 
for  on  the  monthly  requisition  for  the  nurses'  home  have  been 
delivered  in  bulk,  instead  of  by  daily  order  on  the  hospital,  and 
the  new  plan  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  visiting  surgeons 
have  issued  standing  orders  for  their  wards,  which  are  a  help  to 
the  nursing  staff  in  systematizing  its  work.  A  club  has  been 
formed  for  the  post-graduates.  Weekly  meetings  are  held,  and 
the  members  kept  informed  of  questions  pertaining  to  the  hospital 
and  school  work,  as  well  as  current  events.  The  school  has  out- 
grown its  present  sleeping  accommodations,  dining-room  and  class- 
rooms, and  we  also  require  additional  space  for  our  sick  nurses  and 
employees.  We  have  recommended  that  the  present  nurses'  home 
'shall  be  used  for  a  dormitory  for  the  employees  now  sleeping  in 
the  wards  of  the  hospital  and  that  a  new  home  shall  be  erected  at 
the  north  end  of  the  island.  The  need  for  a  new  home  is  so 
urgent  that  we  trust  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  our  plans 
assume  some  definite  shape." 

NEW   YORK   CITY   CHILDREN'S   HOSPITALS   AND 

SCHOOLS.* 

For  the  care  of  destitute  sick^  crippled  and  defective  children,  and 

sick  infants. 
Children's  Hospital.  Capacity,  510  beds.     Established  1837. 
Infants'  Hospital.     Capacity,   140  beds  and   160  cribs.     Established 

1869. 
School  for  Feeble-Minded.     Capacity,  362  beds. 
Custodial  Asylum.    Capacity,  298  beds. 
Number  of  buildings,  50. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  all  institutions,  395. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  20  and  a  house  staff  of 

4  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervisor  and  paid  imtrained  nurses. 
Census  October  i,  1904:  Infants'  Hospital,  54;  Children's  Hospital, 

502;  School  for  Feeble-minded,  321 ;  Custodial  Asylum,  262;  total, 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  new  construction,  as  well  as  alterations  to  buildings,  on 
Randall's  Island,  begun  during  1903,  has  been  very  largely  for 

•  For  statistics,  see  page  104. 
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the  purpose  of  securing  better  classification  of  the  varied  forms 
of  physical  and  mental  ailments  which  are  treated  at  these  insti- 
tutions. Sx>eaking  broadly,  all  children  suffering  from  any  dis- 
ease, ailment,  or  abnormality  which  makes  their  care  in  an  orphan 
asylum  or  hospital  difficult  or  dangerous  to  other  inmates,  are 
sent  to  these  institutions,  with  the  result  that  here  are  found  some 
1,200  children,  presenting  probably  a  greater  variety  of  disease 
and  affliction  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  group  of  institutions 
in  the  world.  In  order  to  prevent  these  children  from  being  harm- 
ful to  each  other,  and  to  make  possible  the  treatment  of  each  child 
with  reference  to  his  individual  condition  and  needs,  classification 
must  be  carried  to  a  high  degree.  While  much  remains  to  be  ax^- 
complished,  material  progress  has  been  made  possible  by  the  erec- 
tion of  the  buildings  described  below. 

The  most  important  of  these  buildings  is  the 
Bullies         ^^^  Reception  Hospital,  begun  in  June,  1903,  and 

occupied  on  July  6,  1904.  This  is  a  two-story 
building,  containing  eight  wards  and  two  large  isolating  rooms. 
Each  ward  and  isolating  room  has  a  separate  toilet,  and  direct 
access  without  passing  through  any  other  ward  or  room.  It  is 
used  for  all  children,  other  than  the  feeble-minded,  during  the 
period  of  quarantine  of  two  weeks  after  admission.  Hitherto  it 
has  not  only  been  impossible  to  isolate  properly  the  different 
forms  of  disease,  many  of  them  communicable,  during  the  quaran- 
tine period,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  care  for  the  feeble-minded 
in  the  same  buildings  and  wards  as  the  hospital  patients.  The 
old  Reception  Hospital  is  used  at  present  for  reception  purposes 
for  the  feeble-minded,  and  the  new  building  is  devoted  entirely 
to  hospital  patients.  A!  photograph  of  the  Reception  Hospital 
will  be  found  opposite  page  63. 

On  December  29,  1903,  the  formal  opening  ex- 
Oymnasium.  ^r^iges  of  a  new  gymnasium,  erected  during  the 
year,  were  held.  This  building,  as  also  the  new  Reception  Hos- 
pital in  course  of  construction,  were  open  to  inspection,  and  exer- 
cises were  given  by  the  children.  The  new  gymnasium  is  equipped 
with  all  necessary  appliances  and  apparatus,  selected  with  special 
reference  to  the  needs  of  the  inmates  and  patients  of  these  institu- 
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tions  by  Dr.  Nathan  Oppemheim  of  the  Medical  Board,  and  has  a 
set  of  shower  baths.  An  orderly  has  given  very  good  instruction 
to  several  classes  of  children  since  the  opening  eft  the  gymnasiuniy 
but  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  work  of  the  orderly  should 
be  under  the  direction  of  an  experienced  instructor  in  physical 
culture  to  avail  fully  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  gym- 
nasium for  the  better  physical  development  of  the  children  on  the 
island,  many  of  whom  remain  in  these  institutions  for  long  periods 
of  time.    Opposite  page  64  is  a  photograph  of  this  new  building. 

A  new  morgue  and  clinical  and  pathological 
Morgue  and  laboratory  for  which  the  contract  was  awarded 
Laboratory,      in  1903,  has  been  occupied  and  is  shown  opposite 

this  page.  It  provides  proper  facilities  for  the 
scientific  work  which  must  be  carried  on  at  every  large  hospital  if 
the  medical  service  is  to  be  maintained  at  a  proper  standard. 

An  illustration  of  the  new  central  storehouse, 
Central         ^i^  contracted  for  in  1903,   is  given  opposite 

Storelioiise* 

page  66;  The  supplies  of  these  institutions  were 
formerly  scattered  among  several  inadequate  and  unsuitable  store- 
houses, none  of  which  were  well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  nor  did 
they  afford  satisfactory  means  for  the  safekeeping  of  supplies. 

The  facilities  for  the  isolation  of  contagious 
Quarantine      diseases  having  been  found  to  be  inadequate  on 

many  occasions,  three  additional  pavilions  have 
been  constructed  at  the  Infants'  Hospital,  and  provided  with 
steam  heat,  modem  plumbing  and  a  nurses'  room  in  each  building. 
Bach  building  accommodates  ten  patients,  and  a  photograph  of 
this  new  group  may  be  seen  opposite  page  67. 

Eye  and  skin  diseases  are  cared  for  in  theNorth 
Alterations.  ^^^  South  Hospitals,  large  three-story  brick  build- 
ings, having  three  rooms  on  each  floor,  the  three  rooms  having 
been  heretofore  thrown  into  a  single  ward  because  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  only  one  toilet  on  each  floor.  In  order  to  afford  greater 
opportunity  for  the  separation  of  acute  from  convalescent  cases, 
and  the  more  effective  separation  of  children  having  both  eye  and 
skin  disease  from  those  having  only  one  of  these  ailments,  con- 
tracts were  awarded  in  1903,  under  which  an  additional  water 
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tower  has  been  built  at  each  hospital^  alGfording  on  each  floor  a 
bath  room,  with  lavatories  and  toilets.  The  openings  between  the 
rooms  adjacent  to  these  water  towers  and  the  other  rooms  have 
been  closed  so  as  to  provide  two  wards,  instead  of  one,  on  each 
floor. 

At  the  laundry  the  adjoining  machine  shop  has  been  annexed 
and  provided  with  new  machinery,  which  increases  greatly  the 
capacity  of  the  laundry.  A  new  cement  floor  and  new  roof  were 
laid  also.  The  two  upper  floors  of  the  office  building  have  been 
renovated,  heated  by  steam,  and  bath  rooms  furnished,  with  mod- 
em plumbing,  and  are  now  occupied  by  the  staff,  the  deputy 
superintendent  and  other  male  officials,  who  have  the  use  of  a 
pleasant  sitting  room  also,  these  quarters  being  much  more  cen- 
tral and  comfortable  than  those  vacated. 

This  very  considerable  impro  rement,  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee in  its  last  report  and  accomplished  in  1904,  has  enabled  the 
removal  of  the  staff  from  the  Infants'  Hospital,  where  the  quarters 
for  the  nurses  have  been  retained. 

Among  the  very  many  minor  improvements 

Minor  many  feet  of  walks  have  been  laid,  the  kitchen 

Improvements.  -^  ,  ,  ,         , ,    •,      i      . 

yard  repaved,  curbs  reset,  grounds  sodded,  plants 
set  out,  dead  trees  removed,  and  considerable  farm  produce  raised. 
Steam  and  return  mains  have  been  laid  to  new  buildings,  and  the 
supply  of  hot  water  on  the  top  floors  of  the  three-story  buildings, 
formerly  scant,  is  now  said  to  be  abundant.  A  large  steam  gong 
has  been  attached  at  the  main  boiler  house,  to  be  used  in  case  of 
fire,  and  twenty-five  hand  gongs  have  been  placed  in  the  various 
buildings  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  also  to  be  used  as  a  signal  for 
the  fire  drill,  which  has  been  practiced  at  intervals,  under  the 
direction  of  a  flre  expert.  The  radiators  at  Pavilions  A,  B,  0  and 
Wards  14  and  16  have  been  covered  with  wire  screens  to  prevent 
children  afflicted  with  idiocy  and  epilepsy  from  receiving  burns. 
Much  painting  and  glazing  has  been  done.  Many  modern  plumb- 
ing fixtures  have  been  installed,  including  bath  tubs,  lavatories, 
slop  sinks  and  water  closets. 

The  herd  has  been  increased  and  the  standard 
Dairy.  ^^  ^^^  ^^yk  continues  to  show  a  satisfactory  su- 
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periority  over  city  milk.  The  records  of  milking  have  not  been 
maintained,  however,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  these 
data  should  not  be  neglected.  Calves  have  been  sent  to  the  New 
York  City  Farm  Colony.  A  concrete  floor  and  two  gutters  have 
been  laid  at  the  stable. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

A  Dietitian  was  appointed  for  these  institutions  on  October  1, 
1903,  and  new  dietaries  for  the  different  classes  of  patients  were 
established  on  December  24th.  The  dietaries  were  prepared  by 
the  Dei>artmental  Dietitian,  and  revised  and  approved  by  the  Med- 
ical Board  of  the  institutions.  Knives  and  forks  for  the  children 
over  eight  years  o^  age  were  ordered  in  December,  1903.  Hereto- 
fore they  have  used  spoons  only. 

The  Dietitian  resigned  in  January,  1904,  and 
her  place  has  not  yet  been  filled.  In  addition  to 
this  vacancy,  the  committee  had  occasion  to  urge  repeatedly  dur- 
ing the  year  that  other  important  vacancies  be  filled  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  kindergartner  and  of  the  instructor  in  physical 
culture  already  mentioned. 

This  work  has   continued  on  a   considerable 
'"^**/**'       scalp,  the  product  being  large  in  quantity  and  of 

great  variety.    The  manual  training  also  has  been 
developed.    Need  is  felt  for  a  new  building  to  house  the  industries. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  grade  of  work 
accomplished  by  the  scholars,  but,  without  min- 
imizing the  difficulties  accompanying  the  effective  teaching  of  a 
changing  population  of  pupils,  so  many  of  whom  are  of  a  low 
grade,  the  committee  feels  that  strong  efforts  should  be  made  to 
attain  the  higher  standard  of  school  work  recommended  by  the 
committees^  reports  in  former  years. 

A  band  has  been  organized  under  a  bandmas- 

Excorsions.      ^^'  ^^^  *^^  feeble-minded  boys  who  form  the  band 

show  great  interest  in  the  playing,  which  is  the 

source  of  real  benefit  to  them  and  of  entertainment  to  the  other 

children.    This  band  has  made  remarkable  progress,  is  supplied 

^by  the  Department  with  uniforms,  and  will  probably  be  taken  to 

other  institutions  from  time  to  time  to  give  concerts.    The  sum- 
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mer  excursions  on  the  Department  steamer  Fidelity  have  been 
continued  with  great  benefit  to^  and  enjoyment  by,  the  children, 
and  other  entertainments  have  been  given  at  Randall's  Island  by 
friends  of  the  institution. 

The  sending  of  infants  to  the  Infants'  Hospital 
Hospital.        ^^®  discontinued  in  June,  1904,  by  Commissioner 

Tully,  and  they  are  now  sent  to  various  private 
institutions.  The  reasons  assigned  were  the  excessive  mortality  of 
the  bottle-fed,  as  compared  with  the  wet-nursed,  infants  and  of  the 
great  difficulty,  if  not  the  impossibility,  of  getting  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  wet-nurses. 

Pictures  and  plaster  caate  have  been  placed  in  some  of  the 
school  rooms  through  the  kindness  of  friends  of  this  Committee, 
the  Island  Mission,  and  others. 

A  list  of  the  more  important  needs  of  this  in- 

Needs 

stitution  will  be  found  on  page  45. 

MUNICIPAL  LODGING  HOUSE.* 

An  institution  for  the  temporary  shelter  of  homeless  persons  not  in 

need  of  hospital  treatment. 
Established  December,  1896. 

Situation,  398  First  Avenue,  near  Twenty-third  Street,  Manhattan. 
Number  of  buildings,  i. 

Number  of  beds,  258  for  men  and  41  for  women;  total,  299. 
Highest  number  of  applicants  for  lodgings  in  one  day  diuing  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1904,  410  men,  23  women. 
Number  of  ofiEicers  and  employees,  paid,  15;  unpaid,  26;  total,  41. 
Chief  executive  ofiBcer,  Superintendent. 
Hour  of  admission,  5  P.  M.  for  women;  7  P.  M.  for  men. 
Hour  of  discharge,  6.30  A.  M.  for  men ;  7  A.  M.  for  women. 

IMPBOVBMBNTS. 

A  number  of  important  improvements  have  been  made,  includ- 
ing the  erection  of  a  new  drying-room  in  the  basement;  the  ad- 
dition of  a  tar  and  gravel  covering  on  the  tin  roof,  with  wooden 
gratings  to  protect  it  from  injury  wien  the  clothes  are  being  hung 
out  to  dry;  new  gratings  for  the  bathing  floor  in  the  basement 
(the  old  ones  being  used  for  the  roof) ;  a  new  dumbwaiter;  extra 
radiators  and  steam  pipes  on  the  top  floor;  a  number  of  improved 

*  For  Btatistios,  see  page  107. 
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fire  extinguishers  and  extra  electric  attachments  for  the  large 
gong  to  alarm  inmates  more  speedily  in  case  of  danger.  The  en- 
tire institution,  from  the  main  floor  to  the  roof,  has  been  thorough- 
ly painted,  the  basement  walls  kalsomined,  and  the  clothes  lock- 
ers painted  and  renumbered. 

A  new  and  very  efficient  shower  bath  for  men  was  installed  in 
the  basement,  and  the  old  shower  bath  in  the  women's  quarters 
was  thoroughly  overhauled. 

When  help  was  needed  greatly  at  the  Morgue  and  Twenty-sixth 
Street  Dock  during  the  General  Slocum  disaster,  the  unpaid  men 
at  this  institution  volunteered  to  a  man,  without  hope  of  reward 
(although  later  paid)  and  did  efficient  work  upon  a  gruesome 
task. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative 

^^^^^*       number   of   lodgers   received   during   1903    and 

Lodgers.  ^^^ , 

Men.  Women.  Total. 

For  the  year  ending  September  30,  1903 42, 689  6,605  49, 194 

For  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904 69,436  7,595  67,031 

ADMINISTRATION, 

We  quote  with  approval  the  words  of  Mr.  Paul  Kennaday,  Sec- 
retary of  the  New  York  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuber- 
culosis,  after  a  visit  to  this  among  many  other  lodging  houses: 

"Beds  and  bedding  were  immaculate.  In  spite  of  the  crowded 
condition  of  the  dormitories,  the  air,  through  the  system  of 
the  fans  in  use,  was  actually  fresh,  a  condition  almost  unique  in 
lodging  houses.  A  suggestion  that  the  well-polished  and  clean 
floors  could  be  still  improved  through  mopping  or  sprinkling 
instead  of  dry  sweeping,  was  readily  followed  by  the  Superinten- 
dent, who,  in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  showed  an  understanding 
of  the  proper  standards  to  be  maintained  as  gratifying  as  it  was 
unususd." 

As  another  instance  of  this  readiness  of  the  Superintendent 
to  receive  and  carry  out  reasonable  suggestions,  the  committee 
cites  his  action  upon  its  recommendation  that  an  unused  mangle 
be  removed  from  the  basement,  and  quotes  from  his  report  upon 
this  improvement  and  the  installation  of  a  protective  and  orna- 
mental iron  fence  around  the  machinery: 
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"The  removal  of  the  mangle  afforded  us  a  much-needed  chance 
to  widen  the  passage  leading  from  the  shower  baths  to  the  stair- 
way, and  in  addition  to  the  great  advantage  gained,  said  altera- 
tions, etc.,  add  considerably  to  the  looks  of  our  basement." 

The  need  for  a  new  building  having  been  re- 
'^^N^i?'"*^     ported  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Municipal 

Lodging  House,  this  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  report  by  this  Committee  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  on  February  29,  1904,  with  statistics  showing  that  dur- 
ing the  months  of  December,  1903,  and  January  and  the  first  two 
weeks  of  February,  1904, 1,758  men  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the 
Lodging  House  had  applied  for  lodgings,  and  been  sent  to  three  bare 
rooms  on  the  Twenty-sixth  Street  Pier,  where  the  men  sit  on  plain 
benches,  lie  on  the  floor,  or  even  stimd  up,  as  on  some  nights  their 
number  exceeds  200.  During  December,  1903,  the  overflow  was 
415  in  six  nights ;  in  January,  1904,  it  was  640,  and  in  February 
703  in  nine  days,  a  total  of  1,758  in  the  three  months. 

The  Commissioner  included  a  request  for  this  building  in  his 
estimate  (submitted  to  the  Mayor  March  1, 1904)  of  the  amount  of 
corporate  stock  required  by  the  Department  of  Public  Charities 
for  new  buildings,  etc.,  and  this  request,  with  others,  was  sup- 
ported by  this  Committee  in  a  letter  presented  in  person  to  the 
Mayor,  printed  copies  being  sent  to  the  individual  members  of  the 
Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  embodying  the  statistics 
as  to  the  overflow  and  setting  forth  the  hardships  of  the  lodgers 
sent  to  the  bare  rooms  on  the  Twenty-sixth  Street  Pier.  As  the 
result  of  these  efforts  by  the  Committee  and  by  the  Commissioner, 
who  subsequently  sent  to  the  Mayor  a  request  for  a  special  appro- 
priation to  be  applied  in  part  to  the  site  and  building  of  the  new 
Lodging  House,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  such  an  appropri- 
ation will  soon  be  made.* 

Meantime  the  Committed  regrets  that  the  City  Administration 
has  not  provided  adequate  additional  lodgings  near  the  present 
Lodging  House  to  accommodate  the  increased  number  of  appli- 
cants for  lodgings  in  1904-5.  Already  there  has  been  an  over- 
flow in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  and  resort  has  been 

*  Since  the  date  of  this  report,  an  issue  of  corporate  stock  available  in  part  for  the  new 
building  and  site  has  been  approved. 
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BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

This  portion  of  the  first  report  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting 
Oommittee  comprises  also  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Report  of  the 
Kings  County  Visiting  Committee,  hereafter  to  be  known  as  the 
"Visiting  Committee  for  the  Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens,'' 
and  the  more  formal  matter  is  prefa<!ed  by  the  following  brief 
description  of  the  institutions  visited,  and  the  general  work  of 
the  committee. 

The  larger  number  of  sick  and  dependents  from  these  boroughs 
is  cared  for  in  the  Kings  County  Hospital  and  the  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division,  upon  Clarkson  street,  in 
Brooklyn,  the  buildings  standing  in  well-kept  grounds,  extending 
over  an  entire  city  block,  with  green  hedges  and  fine  old  trees,  and 
called  the  "Park"  by  the  aged  inmates. 

The  committee  visits  the  various  departments  of  Kings  County 
Hospital,  including  the  wards  in  the  main  building ;  the  adjacent 
Domestic  Building,  which  contains  the  central  kitchen,  dining 
rooms  for  the  staff,  nurses,  officers  and  employees;  the  Psycho- 
pathic Pavilion;  and  at  the  Home,  the  dormitory  and  hospital 
buildings  for  men  and  women,  and  the  Neurological  Department; 
also  the  Bakery,  Laundry,  Power  House,  Stable,  and  a  number 
of  minor  structures,  which,  with  the  residence  of  the  General 
Medical  Superintendent,  the  Staff  House  and  Nurses'  Home,  con- 
stitute the  plant  of  this  important  part  of  the  Dejmrtment  of 
Public  Charities. 

The  large  emergency  hospital  upon  Cumberland  Street,  with 
beds  for  about  two  hundred  patients  in  a  relatively  acute  con- 
dition, is  also  visited,  and  the  similar  small  hospital  upon  Brad- 
ford Street,  which  has  an  emergency  service  of  great  variability, 
but  a  large  dispensary  service. 

The  committee  keeps  in  touch  also  with  the  Reception  Hos- 
pital at  Coney  Island  and  with  the  operations  of  the  Central  Of- 
fice for  Brooklyn,  on  Livingston  Street,  under  charge  of  Deputy 
Commissioner  Mclnemy. 

Upon  their  frequent  visits  to  the  hospitals,  winter  and  sum- 
mer, the  members  of  the  committee  find  a  cordial  welcome  due 
in  some  measure  to  many  little  kind  acts  readily  understood  by 
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both  officials  and  subordinates,  and  which  show  the  latter  that 
the  committee's  members  feel  an  interest  other  than  the  critical 
function  upon  which  is  based  their  appointment  as  visitors,  and 
which  it  is  their  endeavor  to  perform  with  the  utmost  tact 

Thus  the  committee  has  been  able  to  bring  help  and  cheer  to 
the  consumptives  and  others  at  Kings  County  Hospital,  provid- 
ing each  ward  with  Christmas  trees  ai\d  gifts,  treats  of  ice  cream 
during  the  summer,  and  aiding  throughout  the  year  the  work  of 
the  devoted  nurse  in  charge. 

The  committee  continues  its  interest  in  the  Kindergarten,  in- 
troduced by  its  efforts  about  three  years  ago,  and  supplements 
the  salary  paid  the  kindergartner  by  the  city,  supplying  a  substi- 
tute during  the  summer,  and  other  needs  of  the  year.  A  request 
has  come  recently  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  establishment 
at  Bellevue  Hospital  of  a  kindergarten  "like  that  so  successfully 
maintained  at  Kings  County  Hospital." 

By  invitation  of  the  foremen  of  several  grand  juries,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  has  accompanied  and  aided  them  in  their 
inspection  of  these  institutions  of  the  Kings  County  Hospital  and 
the  Home,  and  by  request  of  the  District  Attorney,  the  chairman 
has  appeared  at  times  before  the  jury  to  suggest  matters  for  in- 
spection. The  matter  of  better  facilities  for  heating  and  lighting 
was  thus  taken  up  by  one  Grand  Jury,  and  its  findings  were  of 
service  to  the  commissioner  in  formulating  a  request  to  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  to  approve  an  issue  of  corporate 
stock  for  the  new  power  plant,  costing  f  150,000. 

The  chairman  of  the  Visiting  Committee  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Brooklyn  and  Queens,  and  other  members  of  the  committee  have 
by  request  taken  frequent  part  in  the  inspections  of  the  Commis- 
sioner and  Deputy  Commissioners. 

Besides  the  various  inspections  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  the  committee  arranges  for  occasional  special  visits,  in 
which  organizations  or  individuals  are  invited  to  join ;  and  holds 
si)ecial  meetings,  with  si)eakers  to  tell  of  the  various  branches  of 
the  work  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  to  which  meet- 
ings representative  citizens  are  invited,  and  so  enabled  to  keep  in 
touch  with  what  is  being  done  for  public  charities. 
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The  Brooklyn  committee  has  co-operated  very  closely  with  the 
State  Charities  Aid  Association's  work  for  children,  bearing  its 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  joint  committee  by  paying  the 
amounts  over  and  above  the  city  allowance,  for  babies  from  Brook- 
lyn, lending  money  at  the  times  when  warrants  have  been  delayed, 
taking  an  individual  interest  in  the  children,  providing  them  with 
clothing,  and  supplying  outfits  for  those  placed  in  homes  for 
adoption. 

NEEDS. 

The  present  hospital  facilities  provided  by  the  city  for  Brook- 
lyn are  quite  inadequate,  and  there  is  great  need  for  increased 
capacity  in  the  plants  of  both  Kings  County  and  Cumberland 
Street  Hospitals;  also  for  the  reinforcement  of  such  emergency 
hospitals  as  that  on  Bradford  Street  by  enlargement,  or'  prefer- 
ably, the  establishment  of  other  small  hospitals  of  this  type  in 
congested  parts  of  Brooklyn  and  in  the  Borough  of  Queens,  where 
there  is  at  present  no  city  hospital;  and  the  erection  of  a  per- 
manent reception  hospital  at  Coney  Island,  which  should  perform 
the  functions  of  emergency  service  during  the  most  crowded  sea- 
son, and  of  service  as  a  general  convalescent  hospital  for  the  city 
throughout  the  year,  especially  for  children. 

Beyond     these    important    needs,     provision 
'^ HospSu^      should  be  made  at  the  earliest  possible  day  for  a 

modem,  well-equipped  hospital,  to  accommodate 
700  patients,  and  for  this  purpose  a  site  should  be  acquired  of 
adequate  size  and  near  the  centre  of  population  in  Brooklyn. 

For  many  years  nothing  save  additions  have  been  made  at  the 
Kings  County  Hospital,  the  f  100,000  for  the  first  of  these  addi- 
tions having  been  earnestly  advocated  by  the  committee  during 
the  Van  Wyck  administration,  and  granted  largely  upon  the  show- 
ing made  by  the  committee.  Beyond  these  additions  and  the  struc- 
tures described  and  illustrated  in  this  report,  the  reconstruction 
of  old  buildings,  as  those  at  Cumberland  Street  and  at  Bradford 
Street,  has  been  the  share  of  improvements  in  hospi*^  construc- 
tion granted  to  Brooklyn,  which  borough  shows  even  greater  over- 
crowding of  hospitals  and  increase  of  population  than  appear  in 
Manhattan. 
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KINGS   COUNTY   HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

Established,  1845. 

Situation,  Clarkson  Street,  Brookl3m. 

Number  of  buildings^  20. 

Capacity  for  patients,  631. 

Census  of  patients,  October  ist,  1904,  539. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  192. 

Chief  executive  officer.  General  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Bor- 
oughs of  Brooklyn  and  Queens,  Dr.  John  T.  Fitzgerald,  who  re- 
sides at  Kings  County  Hospital  and  is  also  in  charge  of  Cumber- 
land Street,  Bradford  Street  and  Coney  Island  Reception  Hospi- 
tals, City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  and  City  Morgue. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  27  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  16  graduate  physicians  and  sur- 
geons. 

Nurses  furnished  by  Kings  County  Hospital  Training  School  for 
Nurses. 

IMPBOYEMENTS. 

The  new  power  plantf,  for  which  the  contract  was  awarded  in 
1902,  costing  about  $150,000,  will  furnish  heat  and  electric  light  to 
the  institutions  of  the  Department  at  Clarkson  Street,  displacing 
a  service  by  a  private  company  for  which  the  city  paid  over  $10,000 
a  year.  A  picture  of  the  building  will  be  found  opposite  this  page. 

Another  new  building,  t  of  brick,  four  stories  in 

Domestic        height,  has  been  built  under  a  contract  for  $77,121, 

awarded  in  1903,  and  contains  upon  its  top  floor  a 
kitchen,  and  upon  its  lower  floors  dining-rooms  for  the  nurses  and 
the  staff,  and  for  male  and  female  helpers,  being  connected  with 
the  main  building  by  a  fireproof  corridor.  This  "domestic  build- 
ing" is  illustrated  opposite  page  76.  These  buildings  will  afford 
great  relief  from  conditions  prevailing  before  their  erection,  when 
the  heating  facilities  were  very  inadequate,  and  the  dining-rooms 
were  unsuitable  and  occupied  space  much  needed  for  other 
purposes. 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  108. 

f  Oompleted  since  the  date  of  this  report  and  in  nse. 
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The  new  central  storehoose*  will  aflFord  f acili- 
suble.  "     *^^  ^y  which  the  work  of  Kings  County  Hospital 

and  the  Home  will  be  much  simplified.  It  re- 
places one  long  inadequate  and  unsafe^  and  it  will  now  be  possible 
to  keep  on  hand  a  stock  sufficient  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  seri- 
ous distress.  The  new  stable  has  been  completed  and  provides 
adequately  for  the  ambulance  service  and  other  needs  of  these 
large  institutions.  The  old  stable,  being  of  wood,  was  a  menace 
to  the  other  buildings,  inadequate  in  size  and  very  prominently 
situated.    It  has  been  removed  and  the  grounds  graded. 

Photographs  of  the  storehouse  and  stable  appear  opposite 
pages  77  and  78,  respectively. 

NBEDS. 

Among  special  needs  of  Kings  County  Hos- 
Buiidinfff       pital  is  a  building  to  be  erected  and  equipped  for 

maternity  cases.  Such  patients  are  now  cared 
for  in  a  wing  of  the  main  hospital  building,  which  is  neither  suit- 
able nor  adequate  for  the  service. 

The  children's  wards  in  present  use  are  ill- 
^«I^!!^"**       adapted  to  the  purpose  and  have  no  direct  sun- 

light,  nor  any  adequate  place  for  patients  under 
examination  for  possible  contagious  diseases,  and  no  place  for  the 
older  or  convalescent  children  to  have  their  meals,  save  a  small 
room  at  the  end  of  the  corridor,  which  is  also  the  only  place  avail- 
able for  isolation  and  is  not  infrequently  put  to  such  use.  As  many 
of  the  children  remain  for  a  long  time  under  treatment,  improved 
facilities  are  imperatively  required.  If  a  building  such  as  the  one 
now  in  use  for  the  consumptives  could  be  completely  rehabilitated 
and  utilized  as  a  department  for  children,  the  situation  would  be 
relieved,  to  the  improvement  of  the  general  hospital  service. 

The  removal  of  children,  and  of  tuberculosis  patients  and  the 
maternity  service,  from  the  general  wards  of  Kings  County  Hos- 
pital, would  enable  a  much  better  classification  of  the  regular 

« 

service. 

*  Completed  since  the  date  of  this  report  and  in  nse. 
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The  suggestion  for  diverting  the  building  at 


present  used  for  consumptives  to  use  as  a  chil- 
dren's ward  brings  forward  the  question  of  the 
disposition  which  in  the  future  should  be  made  of  tuberculous 
patients.  It  seems  unwise  to  keep  them  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Kings  County  Hospital.  In  its  last  annual  report  the  Kings 
County  Committee  said:  "That  more  radical  provision  for  the 
segregation  and  care  of  consumptives  must  be  provided  by  the 
City,  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  is  keenly  aware.  Those 
at  the  Kings  County  and  other  Brooklyn  hospitals  should  be  re- 
moved to  a  location  more  favorable  for  treatment  and  possible 
cure.  The  tent  treatment,  so  successfully  inaugurated  by  the 
Department  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  is  commended."  The  fact 
that  during  the  summer  of  1904  there  were  many  vacancies  in  the 
tuberculosis  infirmary  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  while  consumptive 
patients  were  present  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  general 
wards  of  the  Kings  County  Hospital,  indicates  that  greater  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  in  the  Department  to  the  distribution  of  the 
various  classes  of  patients  among  the  institutions  of  the  Depart- 
ment at  the  point  where  special  attention  is  available  for  treat- 
ment of  particular  diseases. 

Every  hospital  should  have  (in  fact,  under  the 
isoiatioii         Sanitarj'  Code  is  required  to  have)  rooms  for  the 

temporary  isolation  of  contagious  diseases.  Some 
of  the  more  serious  diseases,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  etc.,  are 
removed  by  the  Health  Department  after  a  definite  diagnosis; 
others,  such  as  whooping  cough,  chicken-pox,  etc.,  will  ordinarily 
remain  in  the  care  of  the  Charities  Department.  Adequate  pro- 
vision, either  in  a  separate  building  or  in  rooms  wholly  discon- 
nected from  all  other  portions  of  the  building,  with  separate  en- 
trances, toilets,  etc.,  should  be  provided  for  the  immediate  isola- 
tion of  all  cases  of  suspected  contagion,  and  for  the  care  and  treat- 
ment for  such  contagious  diseases  as  are  not  removed  by  the  De- 
partment of  Health. 

The  Nurses'  Home  at  Kings  County  Hospital 


Nurses' 

therefore,     be    quite    inadequate    for    the    in- 


is  unequal   to  the  present  demands,   and  will, 
nome. 
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creased  force  proposed  and  whkk  m  much  needed  for  the  care  of 
patients.  An  addition  providing  for  50  beda^  at  a  cost  of  about 
f32^000,  is  advocated.  Such  an  addition  should  embody  a  piazza, 
which  was  probably  contemplated  for  the  Home  in  the  plans  ujKm 
which  the  present  structure  was  erected,  but  which,  because  of 
lacks  of  funds,  has  not  yet  been  built 

An  addition  to  the  present  bakery,  with  in- 
®'^'         creased  flour  storage  capacity,  should  be  built. 

The  present  Morgue  and  Laboratory  building 
Morgue  and      jg  wholly  inadequate  in  size,  haying  been  built 

Laboratory*      ^^^^  ^^^  needs  of  the  hospital  were  very  much 

less  than  at  present.  The  morgue  should  accom- 
modate at  least  twice  as  many  bodies  as  the  present  building,  and 
a  mortuary  chapel  should  be  provided.  The  laboratory  for  the 
clinical  and  pathological  work  of  the  hospital  is  very  inadequate 
for  this  most  important  branch  of  the  medical  service.  We  are 
firmly  convinced  that  every  improvement  in  the  facilities  provided 
for  this  branch  of  the  work  effects  corresponding  improvement  in 
the  care  and  treatment  of  the  patients.  An  adequate  laboratory 
is  one  of  the  means  by  which  a  modem  hospital  ministers  to  the 
needs  of  its  patients ;  it  is  only  incidentally  a  branch  for  scientific 
research. 

The  Committee  approves  a  plan  that  electric 
^Ei*^  ^ to^*^'*^     elevators  be  substituted  for  the  existing  elevators 

in  the  Kings  County  Hospital  Building  and  in  the 
Consumptives'  Home,  and  that  the  shaft  of  the  central  elevators 
in  the  main  hospital  building  should  be  made  fireproof. 

A  new  power  house  and  a  new  heating  and 

^^      ®  •       lighting  plant  are  nearing  completion,    A  new 

coal  shed,  adjoining  the  new  power  house,  is  an  immediate  neces* 

sity.    It  would  have  been  erected  from  the  appropriation  for  the 

heating  and  lighting  plant  had  that  been  sufficient. 


80 

provided  in  order  that  the  aged  and  decrepit  people  may  go  out  of 
doors  in  pleasant  weather  without  being  obliged  to  climb  several 
flights  of  stairs.  Lack  of  such  facilities  results  in  some  staying 
indoors  continuously.  In  case  of  fire  the  elevators  would  assist 
in  rapidly  emptying  the  buildings,  and  would  undoubtedly  save 
many  lives. 

The  workmen  employed  by  the  hospital  to  carry 
Workshop.  ^^  ^^^  ordinary  repairs  and  minor  alterations  have 
no  adequate  or  safe  place  for  carrying  on  their  work,  and  a  shop 
is  needed.  Provision  should  be  made  at  the  same  time  for  more 
healthful  quarters  for  workrooms  for  such  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  as  are  or  can  be  regularly  employed. 
Many  of  them  now  work  in  the  basements  of  the  buildings,  which 
are  damp  and  unwholesome.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the 
rooms  where  many  women  work  regularly  in  making  garments  for 
the  use  of  the  institution.  The  office  of  the  Home  is  also  in  a  very 
damp  place. 

CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  217. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1904,  171. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  65. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  board  of  25  visiting  physicians  and 

surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  7. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Cumberland  Street  Hospital  Training 

School  for  Nurses. 

By  an  appropriation  of  $22,000,  requested  by 
Alterations,  ^j^^  Commissioner,  and  for  the  approval  of  which 
andRemiira.     *^^  Committee  made  vigorous  arguments  to  the 

authorities,  the  Department  will  soon  be  able  to 
award  a  contract  for  the  construction  at  Cumberland  Street 
Hospital  of  a  fireproof  shaft  and  stairway,  and  an  electric  elevator 
in  the  north  wing;  a  new  stable  and  morgue  building,  and  new 

*  For  statistios,  see  page  110. 
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high-pressure  boilers ;  the  appropriation  is  expected  to  be  sufficient 
also  to  provide  for  remodeling  the  heating  apparatus  for  the  laun- 
dry and  for  an  enclosure  adjoining  the  stable,  and  tiling  for  the 
ground  floor  of  the  hospital. 

NEEDS. 

In  addition  to  the  alterations,  additions  and  repairs  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  a  new  administration  building 
is  much  needed  at  Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  where  at  present 
the  superintendent,  staff,  nurses  and  other  employees  occupy 
rooms  needed  for  hospital  purposes.  A  roof  garden  is  greatly 
needed  to  provide  a  place  for  convalescents,  especially  childrai, 
and  could  be  equipped  at  a  reasonable  cost  Additional  property 
adjoining  the  hospital  should  be  acquired  and  provision  made  to 
increase  the  bed  capacity  of  the  hospital,  which  is  having  a  large 
emergency  service.  Suitable  and  adequate  isolation  rooms  are 
almost  wholly  lacking.  A  dietitian  should  be  granted  to  Cumber- 
land Street  Hospital  and  a  diet  kitchen  provided.  Meantime  reg- 
ular instruction  in  dietetics  should  be  furnished  to  the  nurses. 

BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Elstablished  1902. 

Situation,  No.  113  Bradford  Street. 

Niunber  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  8. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1904,  3. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  7. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 

Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  or  two 

assistants  as  necessary. 

This  little  hospital  has  proved  a  serviceable  adjunct  to  the 
Brooklyn  hospital  service.  The  building  was  first  a  police  station 
house,  then  a  small  hospital  and  dispensary  maintained  by  some 
local  physicians.  About  two  years  ago  the  property  was  acquired 
by  the  City  and  adapted  by  some  alterations  for  its  present  use  as 

*  For  statisticB,  see  page  111. 
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a  reception  or  emergency  hospital^  but  it  has  not  complete  facili- 
ties for  such  purposes,  and  is  cramped  in  caring  for  patients,  in 
affording  sufficient  room  for  doctors  and  nurses  and  other  needed 
help.  The  nurses  have  little  or  no  rest  while  off  duty,  as  their 
sleeping  quarters  are  close  to  the  wards.  The  service  of  this 
hospital  is  increasing  and  more  space  will  be  needed  for  patients. 
If  a  larger  hospital  in  a  more  suitable  situation  does  not  displace 
the  Bradford  Street  Hospital,  a  nearby  house  should  be  acquired 
or  additional  property  secured  upon  which  another  building  could 
be  erected.  The  new  building  could  be  utilized  for  a  nurses'  home 
or  other  administrative  purposes  and  would  leave  the  hospital 
building  for  the  r^ular  service.  The  stable  is  of  a  fair  size  and 
the  other  equipment  sufficient  in  most  respects  and  the  dispensary 
is  doing  an  active  service. 

CONEY   ISLAND   RECEPTION   HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 
Situation,  Surf  Avenue,  near  Ocean  Avenue. 
Niunber  of  buildings,  3. 
Capacity  for  patients,  g. 

Patients  admitted  from  April  15  to  October  i,  1904,  80. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  8. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 
Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  assistant. 

A  plan  of  increased  capacity  for  the  growing  service  at  Coney 
Island  has  resulted  in  the  favorable  consideration  of  a  site  on  the 
easterly  side  of  the  Ocean  Parkway,  comprising  a  plot  of  over 
25  acres  extending  north  from  Coney  Island  Creek  and  which 
was  purchased  by  the  old  town  of  Gravesend  in  1888,  being  now 
owned  by  the  City.  The  plot  has  a  frontage  of  1,658  feet  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Ocean  Parkway,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south,  east 
and  north  by  the  Coney  Island  Creek  and  a  branch  thereof.  About 
one-third  of  the  tract  is  dry  land,  the  rest  meadow.  The  plot 
does  not  front  a  park  owned  by  the  City,  as  does  the  present  leased 
property,  but,  with  an  allowance,  the  Department  of  Charities 
could  make  its  own  park,  and  as  the  City  would  not  have  to  make 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  112. 
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an  additional  appropriation  for  the  site,  more  funds  might  be 
allowed  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  and  the  improvement  of  its 
grounds. 

The  site  is  about  three-fifths  of  a  mile  from  the  ocean  front, 
and  a  hospital  at  this  point  somewhat  removed  from  the  crowds 
of  the  amusement  resorts  will  insure  quieter  conditions  for  acci- 
dent cases  and  for  the  treatment  of  acute  illness. 

If  the  experience  of  the  New  York  Association  for  Improve- 
ing  the  Condition  of  the  Poor  during  the  coming  winter  shall 
prove  not  only  that  it  is  practicable  to  heat  a  building  directly 
upon  the  seashore  during  the  winter  months,  but  also  that  the 
seashore  offers  exceptional  advantages,  winter  and  summer,  in 
the  treatment  of  children  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  joints 
and  glands,  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  may  find  it  de- 
sirable to  provide  for  the  care,  at  the  seashore,  of  all  children 
under  the  care  of  the  Department  in  all  the  Boroughs  of  the  City, 
suffering  from  these  ailments,  and  to  provide  in  the  same  institu- 
tion for  convalescents  from  the  whole  City. 
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CENTRAL  OFFICE. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

No.  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults  (Brooklyn  Division). 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  32. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Brooklyn 

Division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 
Examines  all  applicants  for  admission  to  Hospitals   (except  emer- 
gency cases). 
Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 
Has  charge  of  City  Morgue. 

Brooklyn  Work  upon  the  new  Brooklyn  Morgue  is  well 

Morsue.  advanced  and  it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  doubt- 
less in  a  few  months.  The  building  heretofore  used  for  a  City 
Morgue  in  Brooklyn  has  long  been  most  inadequate  as  to  size  and 
equipment,  and  provided  none  of  the  modern  facilities  for  the  re- 
ception and  care  of  bodies.  The  new  morgue — ^a  photograph  of 
which  is  given  on  opposite  page,  provides  all  the  features  of  the 
City  Morgue  in  Manhattan,  including  a  small  mortuary  chapel. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

Receives  all  applications  for  the  commitment  of  children  to  institu- 
tions because  of  destitution. 
Reviews  annually  all  cases  of  children  so  committed. 
Institutes  proceedings  against  parents  abandoning  children. 
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BOROUGH  OF  RICHMOND. 
New  York  City  Farm  Colany.* 

(Formerly  Bichmond  Oounty  Poor  Farm.) 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults  from  the  Borough  of 

Richmond  primarily,  but  also  from  all  the  Boroughs. 
Situation,  Castleton  Comers,  Staten  Island. 
Number  of  buildings,  20. 
Capacity  for  inmates,  465. 
Census  of  inmates,  October  i,  1904,  159. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  11. 
Chief  executive  officer,  Superintendent. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults. 

Functions  similar  to  those  of  Bureaus  of  Dependent  Adults  and  De- 
pendent Children,  Manhattan. 
Situation,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Employees,  one  Pupil  Examiner  and  one  Clerk. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  no  part  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  have  improve- 
ments been  initiated  of  such  importance  to  the  future  as  at  the 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony,  in  the  enlargement  of  the  dormitory 
accommodations  for  about  200  relatively  able-bodied  men  by  the 
building  illustrated  on  the  opposite  page,  and  in  the  series 
of  three  cottages,  illustrated  at  page  37,  to  hold  about  100  in- 
mates, all  built  under  contracts  awarded  during  the  year  1903. 

The  policy  of  development  of  the  agricultural  opportunities  of 
the  farm  has  been  continued  so  that  the  value  of  the  produce  in- 
creased from  about  $5,000  in  1902  to  about  $12,000  in  1904,  of 
which  the  equivalent  of  about  $6,000  was  sent  to  BlackwelPs 
Island  and  Bellevue  for  use.  With  its  enlarged  census  of  men 
(many  of  the  women  having  been  removed  to  BlackwelPs  Island), 
the  colony  should  take  its  place  during  the  year  1905,  not  only  as 
a  safety  valve  to  relieve  overcrowding  in  the  Department,  but  as  a 
contributor  on  a  still  more  substantial  scale  to  the  supplies  of  the 
Department. 

To  accomplish  this,  provision  must  be  made  for  an  adequate 
force  of  paid  helpers  to  supplement  the  superintendent,  and  the 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  113. 
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practical  fanner  who  assists  him,  in  overseeing  and  directing  the 
labor  of  the  large  numbers  of  men  working  in  the  fields  and  about 
the  premises.  This  Committee  has  urged  this  proyision,  as  well 
as  a  suggestion  that  a  uniform  or  distinctive  article  of  clothing, 
not  suggestive  of  disgrace  in  any  sense,  should  be  adopted  to  en- 
able identification  of  the  inmates  of  the  colony  upon  the  roads  and 
throughout  Staten  Island. 

The  difficulties  of  discipline  and  the  maintenance  of  bounds 
are  greater  in  the  open  country  than  at  BlackwelPs  Island,  and 
due  precautions  should  be  taken  to  secure  efficiency  of  labor,  for 
the  sake  both  of  economy  and  of  the  moral  and  physical  welfare 
of  the  inmates,  many  of  whom  are  worthy,  while  means  for  ready 
identification  will  enable  residents  of  Staten  Island  to  co-operate 
with  the  authorities  to  fix  the  responsibility  for  occasional  im- 
pertinent accosting  of  the  passers-by,  and  to  prevent  b^ging  by 
inmates.  It  will  also  discourage  the  departure,  without  leave,  of 
inmates  who  now  yield  not  infrequently  to  the  temptation  to  sell 
the  reasonably  new  and  presentable  shoes  and  suits  which  they 
receive  to  wear  on  Sundays,  containing  no  readily  visible  mark 
of  identification. 

^^  A  new  purification  and  sewage  plant  was  es- 

tablished  and  placed  in  operation  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1903,  for  the  old  buildings  of  the  farm,  and  a 
similar  system  of  bacterial  disposition  has  been  provided  for  the 
new  cottages. 

From  the  existing  storage  tank  a  pipe  line  has 
^anTLWh?^     been  laid  to  a  new  tank  at  the  highest  part  of  the 

new  property  near  the  new  cottages,  which  latter 
will  be  supplied  by  the  new  tank,  the  same  giving  also  a  very  high 
pressure  service  at  the  old  buildings,  for  use  in  case  of  fire.  The 
sinking  of  additional  wells  to  increase  the  water  supply  should  be 
accomplished  at  an  early  day.  Connection  is  being  made  with 
the  wires  of  the  local  electric  service  to  supply  electric  light  to  all 
the  new  buildings. 

New  laundry  machinery  has  been  installed  in 
"wumbto"^     the  basement  of  the  old  male  dormitory  to  replace 

that  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  laundry 
building.    The  boiler  was  found  to  be  in  proper  condition  for  use. 
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Toilets  have  been  installed  for  the  first  time  in  the  old  buildings 
at  a  cost  of  $3,200,  and  connected  with  the  sewage  system. 

ADMINISTBATION. 

All  experienced  nurse  from  the  8t  Lawrence  State  Hospital 
for  the  Insane  was  appointed  in  December,  1903,  to  look  after 
the  alleged  insane  while  being  brought  to  the  Farm  Colony  and 
while  awaiting  examination  there.  The  committee  desires  to  em- 
phasize the  extreme  importance  of  the  instructions  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Dependent  Adults  in  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  to 
secure  immediate  examination  and  certification  for  removal  of 
the  alleged  insane.  A  former  incumbent  was  reinstated  Febru- 
ary 4,  1904,  in  the  position  of  Stiperintendent  of  the  Bureau  of 
Dependent  Adults,  Richmond. 

__  _  The  women  who  do  the  scrubbing  and  wash- 

ing  have  been  moved  from  an  uncomfortable 
room  to  a  small  two-storied  wing  of  the  old  main  building,  where 
they  sleep,  and  their  meals  are  served  in  another  building,  in  a 
room  which  they  can  use  as  a  sitting  room. 

NEM)S. 

Efforts  have  been  made,  it  is  stated,  and  should  be  continued, 
to  induce  inmates  leaving  the  colony,  unless  accompanied  by  some 
friend  or  relative,  to  remain  until  the  next  day  on  which  the  de- 
partment boat  brings  supplies,  so  that  all  discharged  inmates,  as 
far  as  practicable,  be  returned  to  East  Twenty-sixth  Street  by  the 
department  boat.  While  it  may  not  be  possible  to  carry  this  into 
effect  in  every  instance,  it  is  practically  possible  to  do  so  in  most 
cases,  and  such  a  course  would  tend  to  protect  the  residents  of 
Staten  Island  from  the  presence  of  an  unduly  large  number  of  ex- 
inmates  of  the  colony. 

Thepresent  piggery  is  no  exception  to  the  usual 
unsavory  establishment  of  its  type,  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly obnoxious  for  the  reason  that  it  is  but  little  over  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  jwnd  which  furnishes  the  ice  supply,  and 
toward  which  the  ground  slopes.  The  Farm  Colony  furnishes  an 
extremely  favorable  opportunity  for  raising  a  valuable  drove  of 
hogs,  as  turnip  tops,  beet  tops  and  many  other  vegetable  by-prod- 
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N.  Y.  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM.* 

Brooklyn  Division. 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults,  including  the  blind  and 

those  suffering  from  chronic  diseases. 
Established  about  1831. 
Situation,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Number  of  buildings,  including  Neurological  Hospital,  10. 
Capacity  for  inmates,  1,382. 
Census  of  inmates,  including  Neurological  Hospital,  October  i,  1904, 

1,353- 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  182. 

Chief  executive  officer,  General  Medical  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County  Hospital. 

Nursing  in  charge  of  nurses  under  the  direction  of  a  supervising  nurse. 

Our  visitors  to  this  institution  report  that  its  usual  high  stand- 
ard of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  during  the  past  year.  The 
appearance  of  the  dining-room  has  been  much  improved  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  smaller  tables  used  by  ten  inmates  each  in  place  of  the 
former  long  board  tables.  The  tables  are  now  covered  with  white 
oilcloth)  and  white  crockery  is  used  in  place  of  the  former  enameled 
ware.  The  original  building,  a  wooden  structure  adjoining  the 
Neurological  Hospital,  has  been  taken  down.  This  building  was 
long  a  menace  to  the  other  buildings  from  the  danger  of  fire.  Much 
of  the  improvement  in  appearance  of  various  structures  at  the 
Home  and  at  Kings  County  Hospital  is  due  to  painting  accom- 
plished by  inmates  of  the  Home.  It  is  proposed  to  build  enclosed 
balconies  at  an  early  day  at  the  front  of  the  dormitory  for  women, 
overlooking  the  "Park."  This  will  be  a  great  improvement  and 
should  be  followed  by  the  installation  of  elevators. 

The  stairway  in  the  central  portion  of  the 

Fireproof       men^s  building  at  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  In- 

firm  is  non-fireproof,  and  has  been  condenmed  by 
Grand  Juries  and  other  inspectors.  The  building  is  a  large  one, 
sheltering  many  feeble  and  decrepit  people.  It  is  not  a  fireproof 
building,  and  every  reasonable  precaution  to  safeguard  the  lives 
of  its  inmates  in  case  of  fire,  both  in  this  building  and  in  the  slmi* 
lar  building  for  women,  should  be  provided.    Elevators  should  be 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  109. 
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provided  in  order  that  the  aged  and  decrepit  people  may  go  out  of 
doors  in  pleasant  weather  without  being  obliged  to  climb  several 
flights  of  stairs.  Lack  of  such  facilities  results  in  some  staying 
indoors  continuously.  In  case  of  Are  the  elevators  would  assist 
in  rapidly  emptying  the  buildings,  and  would  undoubtedly  save 
many  lives. 

The  workmen  employed  by  the  hospital  to  carry 
Workshop.  ^^  ^^^  ordinary  repairs  and  minor  alterations  have 
no  adequate  or  safe  place  for  carrying  on  their  work,  and  a  shop 
is  needed.  Provision  should  be  made  at  the  same  time  for  more 
healthful  quarters  for  workrooms  for  such  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  as  are  or  can  be  regularly  employed. 
Many  of  them  now  work  in  the  basements  of  the  buildings,  which 
are  damp  and  unwholesome.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the 
rooms  where  many  women  work  regularly  in  making  garments  for 
the  use  of  the  institution.  The  office  of  the  Home  is  also  in  a  very 
damp  place. 

CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  217. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1904,  171. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  65. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  board  of  25  visiting  physicians  and 

surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  7. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Cumberland  Street  Hospital  Training 

School  for  Nurses. 

By  an  appropriation  of  922,000,  requested  by 
Alterations,  tj^^  Commissioner,  and  for  the  approval  of  which 
aifSX.     ^^  Committee  made  vigorous  arguments  to  the 

authorities,  the  Department  will  soon  be  able  to 
award  a  contract  for  the  construction  at  Cumberland  Street 
Hospital  of  a  fireproof  shaft  and  stairway,  and  an  electric  elevator 
in  the  north  wing;  a  new  stable  and  morgue  building,  and  new 

*  For  statistios,  see  page  110. 
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high-pressure  boilers ;  tlie  appropriation  is  expected  to  be  sufficient 
also  to  provide  for  remodeling  the  heating  apparatus  for  the  laun- 
dry and  for  an  enclosure  adjoining  the  stable,  and  tiling  for  the 
ground  floor  of  the  hospital. 

NEEDS. 

In  addition  to  the  alterations,  additions  and  repairs  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  a  new  administration  building 
is  much  needed  at  Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  where  at  present 
the  superintendent,  staff,  nurses  and  other  employees  occupy 
rooms  needed  for  hospital  purposes.  A  roof  garden  is  greatly 
needed  to  provide  a  place  for  convalescents,  especially  children, 
and  could  be  equipped  at  a  reasonable  cost  Additional  property 
adjoining  the  hospital  should  be  acquired  and  provision  made  to 
increase  the  bed  capacity  of  the  hospital,  which  is  having  a  large 
emergency  service.  Suitable  and  adequate  isolation  rooms  are 
almost  wholly  lacking.  A  dietitian  should  be  granted  to  Cumber- 
land Street  Hospital  and  a  diet  kitchen  provided.  Meantime  reg- 
ular instruction  in  dietetics  should  be  furnished  to  the  nurses. 

BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  113  Bradford  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  8. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1904,  3. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  7. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 

Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  or  two 

assistants  as  necessary. 

This  little  hospital  has  proved  a  serviceable  adjunct  to  the 
Brooklyn  hospital  service.  The  building  was  first  a  police  station 
house,  then  a  small  hospital  and  dispensary  maintained  by  some 
local  physicians.  About  two  years  ago  the  property  was  acquired 
by  the  City  and  adapted  by  some  alterations  for  its  present  use  as 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  111. 
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a  reception  or  emergency  hospital^  but  it  has  not  complete  facili- 
ties for  such  purposes,  and  is  cramped  in  caring  for  patients,  in 
affording  sufficient  room  for  doctors  and  nurses  and  other  needed 
help.  The  nurses  have  little  or  no  rest  while  off  duty,  as  their 
sleeping  quarters  are  close  to  the  wards.  The  service  of  this 
hospital  is  increasing  and  more  space  will  be  needed  for  patients. 
If  a  larger  hospital  in  a  more  suitable  situation  does  not  displace 
the  Bradford  Street  Hospital,  a  nearby  house  should  be  acquired 
or  additional  property  secured  upon  which  another  building  could 
be  erected.  The  new  building  could  be  utilized  for  a  nurses'  home 
or  other  administrative  purposes  and  would  leave  the  hospital 
building  for  the  r^ular  service.  The  stable  is  of  a  fair  size  and 
the  other  equipment  sufficient  in  most  respects  and  the  dispensary 
is  doing  an  active  service. 

CONEY   ISLAND   RECEPTION   HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 
Situation,  Surf  Avenue,  near  Ocean  Avenue. 
Nimiber  of  buildings,  3. 
Capacity  for  patients,  g. 

Patients  admitted  from  April  15  to  October  i,  1904,  80. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  8. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 
Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  assistant. 

A  plan  of  increased  capacity  for  the  growing  service  at  Coney 
Island  has  resulted  in  the  favorable  consideration  of  a  site  on  the 
easterly  side  of  the  Ocean  Parkway,  comprising  a  plot  of  over 
25  acres  extending  north  from  Coney  Island  Creek  and  which 
was  purchased  by  the  old  town  of  Gravesend  in  1888,  being  now 
owned  by  the  City.  The  plot  has  a  frontage  of  1,658  feet  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Ocean  Parkway,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south,  east 
and  north  by  the  Coney  Island  Creek  and  a  branch  thereof.  About 
one-third  of  the  tract  is  dry  land,  the  rest  meadow.  The  plot 
does  not  front  a  park  owned  by  the  City,  as  does  the  present  leased 
property,  but,  with  an  allowance,  the  Department  of  Charities 
could  make  its  own  park,  and  as  the  City  would  not  have  to  make 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  112. 
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an  additional  appropriation  for  the  site,  more  funds  niight  be 
allowed  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  and  the  improvement  of  its 
grounds. 

The  site  is  about  three-fifths  of  a  mile  from  the  ocean  front, 
and  a  hospital  at  this  point  somewhat  removed  from  the  crowds 
of  the  amusement  resorts  will  insure  quieter  conditions  for  acci- 
dent cases  and  for  the  treatment  of  acute  illness. 

If  the  experience  of  the  New  York  Association  for  Improve- 
ing  the  Condition  of  the  Poor  during  the  coming  winter  shall 
prove  not  only  that  it  is  practicable  to  heat  a  building  directly 
upon  the  seashore  during  the  winter  months,  but  also  that  the 
seashore  offers  exceptional  advantages,  winter  and  summer,  in 
the  treatment  of  children  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  joints 
and  glands,  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  may  find  it  de- 
sirable to  provide  for  the  care,  at  the  seashore,  of  all  children 
under  the  care  of  the  Department  in  all  the  Boroughs  of  the  City, 
suffering  from  these  ailments,  and  to  provide  in  the  same  institu- 
tion for  convalescents  from  the  whole  City. 
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CENTRAL  OFFICE. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

No.  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults  (Brooklyn  Division). 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  32. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Brooklyn 

Division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 
Examines  all  applicants  for  admission  to  Hospitals   (except  emer- 
gency cases). 
Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 
Has  charge  of  City  Morgue. 

Brooklyn  Work  upon  the  new  Brooklyn  Morgue  is  well 

Morgue.  advanced  and  it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  doubt- 
less in  a  few  months.  The  building  heretofore  used  for  a  City 
Morgue  in  Brooklyn  has  long  been  most  inadequate  as  to  size  and 
equipment,  and  provided  none  of  the  modern  facilities  for  the  re- 
ception and  care  of  bodies.  The  new  morgue — a.  photograph  of 
which  is  given  on  opposite  page,  provides  all  the  features  of  the 
City  Morgue  in  Manhattan,  including  a  small  mortuary  chapel. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

Receives  all  applications  for  the  commitment  of  children  to  institu- 
tions because  of  destitution. 
Reviews  annually  all  cases  of  children  so  committed. 
Institutes  proceedings  against  parents  abandoning  children. 


is 


94 
BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

(laehidiac  th«  Paychopctlde  OmlM,  Atoohotic  PKvOions,  Bmercenejr  Hoqtiul 


Ctxpmeiij  at  Hospitel  (palieiits  only). 


Number  of  palieiitB  Oeiober  1,  1903 . . . 

Admitted  diniiiAenniiiig  year 

Number  of  biitfis  dnxing  eniming  year. 


TolaL 


Died  daring  year  ending  September  30, 
1904 

Diflobarged  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 80,  1904 


Tranaferred  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber ao,  1904: 
To  Oity  Hospital,  Bladkwell'e  Island, 
pofit      ~ 


i( 


Metropolitan  Hospital, 
'*  Home   for  Aged     and    Infirm, 

BlackweU'slBland. 

•<  Workhonse,  Bladcwell's  Island. . 
<*  New  York  Oity  Children's  Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 

*<  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  Ward's 

Island 

*'  other  institutions 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 


Total 


Children. 


104 


Males. 


688 


507 

19,759 

106 


20,372 


1,732 
13,781 


1,436 
1,735 

1 
60 

17 

855 
215 
540 


20,372 


Females. 


284 


256 

9,015 
98 


9,369 


755 
5.468 


1,053 
621 

2 

39 

14 

1,017 
180 
225 


9,369 


Total. 


971 


763 

28.774 

204 


29,741 


2,487 
19,244 


2.489 
2,356 

3 

99 

31 

1,872 
395 
765 


29,741 


Total  number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. .  6,992 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904 50,660 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending 
September  30,  1904  (counting  first  visit  only),  and  excluding  tubercu- 
losis patients 17,058 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  for  tuberculosis  during 

year  ending  September  30,  1904 376 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  from  January  1.  1904, 

to  September  30,  1904 1,436 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds 867 

Daily  average,  841  patients. 


.^=^ 
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Bbllbvub  Hospital— (Confintied). 


PRISON  WARDS. 

Nnmber  of  pexsons  in  WarcU  October  1, 1903. 
Admitted  daring  ensuing  year 


Total 


Died  daring  ensaing  year 

Discharged 

Namber  of  patients  remaining. 


Total. 


Remaining  October  1,  1903. . . . 
Admitted  daring  ensaing  year. 


Total 


Sent  to: 

Manhattan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane 

Bloomingdale  Asylam 

Long  Island  Home,  Amityrille 

Hudson  State  Hospital 

Bliddletown  State  Hospital 

Biyer  Crest 

Bareaa  of  Dependent  Adults  

Other  institutions 

Wards  in  Belleyue  Hospiiad 


Discharged  as  not  Insane: 

(a)    To  Friends 

(h)    To  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 

(c)  To  Self 

(d)  To  Police 

Died  daring  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904 
Remaining  October  1,  1904 


Miales. 


PSYCHOPATHIC  PAVILION. 


Total 


Females. 


Total. 


92 

1,663 


1,685 


77 

1,589 

19 


1,685 


25 
2,613 


2,638 


1,872 

18 

9 

2 

9 

33 

49 

23 

151 


261 
0 
69 
54 
58 
30 


2,638 
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Bbllbvue  Hospital — {Continued). 


ALCOHOLIC  WARDS. 


Bemaining  October  1, 1903 

Admitted  during  the  ensaing  year . 


Total. 


Died  dnring  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904. . . . 
Transferred: 

To  City  Hospital 

"  Metropolitan  Hospital 

(«  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 

*'  other  institutions 

Discharged  dnring  year  ending  September  30,  1904.. 
Bemaining  October  1,  1904 


Total 


EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

Number  of  patients  in  Hospital  October  1, 1903. . . . 

Number  of  babies  remaining  October  1, 1903 

Number  of  women  admitted  during  ensuing  year. . . 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 

Number  of  still-births 

Number  of  deaths  of  mothers  during  year  ending 

September  30, 1904 , 

Number  of  deaths  of  babies  during  year  ending  Sep 

tember  30,  1904 

Number  of  patients  remaining  October  1, 1904 , 

Number  of  babies  remaining  October  1,  1904 


Males. 


45 
6,230 


6.275 


220 

633 
476 


4,913 
33 


6,275 


8 


106 
13 


6 
4" 


Females. 


24 
2,307 


2,831 


58 

530 

214 

1 

28 

1,491 

9 


2,331 


15 

3 

238 

98 
9 


TotaL 


5 

16 

3 


69 
8,537 


8,606 


278 

1.163 

690 

1 

28 

6,404 

42 


8,606 


15 

6 

238 

204 

22 


11 
16 

7 
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GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Gouverneur  Slip  and  East  River. 


Children. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 

22 

64 

24 

110 

Nnmber  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

55 

2,948 
6 

23 

1,162 

3 

78 

Admitted  during  year 

4.110 

Number  of  births  durine  year 

9 

Total 

3,009 

1,188 

4,197 

Number  of  deaths  during  yecur 

372 
1,707 

785 
69 
26 

131 

626 

329 

48 

14 

1 

39 

503 

Dischareed  durins  year 

2,333 

Transferred: 

To  Bellevue  Hospital 

1,114 

**   Taken  Home 

117 

"  Willard  Parker 

40 

**  Other  institutions 

1 

Bemainine  October  1,  1904 

50 

89 

Total 

3,009 

1,188 

4,197 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  SO,  1904 5,617 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904  (total  new  and  old  cases) 76,126 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1904  (new  cases  only) 29, 811 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds 88 

Daily  average,  97  patients. 
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HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 


Foot  of  East  laott  Street. 


Children. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

OMMfntT  of  HoffDltal  for  Dtttionts .............. 

8 

22 

21 

51 

F^eniB  in  HoBDitel  Ootober  1. 1903  

28 

1,511 

38 

22 

1,095 

32 

50 

PfttiMitii  ftdmitied  dniioff  TMr 

2,606 

Births  duziiiff  tqbt 

70 

«#■■  niiT  u  wmiM^  ^  v^ •••••.••••■•.••••.•■••• 

Totel 

1,577 

1,149 

2,726 

DiMltArff6d r ........ .   ....••. 

797 
211 
194 
.84 
166 

18 
78 
29 

619 

145 

154 

50 

85 

8 
54 
34 

1,416 

Died 

356 

Transferred  to  Belieme  Hospitsl 

348 

««         «•       City  Hospitai 

•  134 

«<         *«      Metropolitan  Hospital 

251 

'<      N.  T.  City  Children*  Hospitals 
and  (Schools 

26 

•*         "      Other  Institations. 

132 

63 

Total 

1,577 

1,149 

2,726 

Ambolanoe  calls,  4,432. 


HARLEM  HOSPITAL  DISPENSARY. 


Tnberoalosis 

General  medicine 

«*       surgery 

Gynsdcology 

Eye  and  Ear 

Diseases  of  Skin 

Nose  and  Throat 

Genito-Urinary 

Hospital  Dressing  Boom 

Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1904, 
Total  treated  dnring  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1903 


New 

Old 

cases. 

cases. 

43 

115 

12,453 

13,130 

6,818 

12,797 

601 

1,183 

1,849 

2,429 

2,348 

3,285 

906 

739 

696 

997 

2,731 

28,445 

34,675 

36,772 

30,381 

Ca^city  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds,  43. 
Daily  average,  51  patients. 


Total. 


158 
25,583 
19,615 
1,784 
4.278 
5,633 
1,645 
1,693 
2,731 

63,120 
67,153 
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•    •   * 


FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Comer  of  igoth  Street  and  Aqueduct  Avenue. 


Children. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Oapadty  of  Hospital  for  patients 

2 

33 

10 

45 

NninVeT  of  patiftntii  O^^tnbAr  1,  1{H18-  t  t  -  - 

35 

846 
2 

9 

224 

5 

44 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 

1,070 

Number  of  birtfis  dnrine^ensnine  year. . . 

7 

• 

Total 

883 

238 

1,121 

Number  of  deaths  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1904 

119 

683 
19 

5 
14 

8 
35 

28 

173 

12 

3 

7 

5 

10 

147 

Discharged  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 

856 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 

31 

**          **  Oitv  Hospital? 

8 

**          *' Metropolitan  Hospital. ... 

21 

*«          '♦  Other  Institutions 

Remaining  October  1, 1904 

13 
45 

Total 

883 

238 

1,121 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  y^ar  ending  September  30, 1904 1,679 

Ntmiber  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904,  including  Hospital  Dressing  Boom  (total  new  and  old  oases) 7,083 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  the  year  ending 

September  30,  1904,  including  Hospital  Boom  (new  oases  only) 3,176 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds , 43 

Daily  average,  patients 39 
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titi<med  off  upon  the  dock  floor  at  the  east  end  tor  the  porchaBing 
agent,  nnder,  but  much  larger  than,  his  npstain  office,  which  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Ehigineering  Department,  while  a  separate 
office  for  the  Departm^it  Dietitian  has  also  been  provided  down- 
stairs, leaying  more  esptice  in  the  office  of  the  Deputy  GMnmis- 
sioner,  where  her  desk  formerly  was. 

The  pier  has  been  painted  throughout,  and  greatly  improved 
in  appearance.  Water  pipes  have  been  installed  for  the  boats 
at  the  east  end.   A  small  ice  chest  has  been  placed  on  the  pier. 

A  r^ular  officer  has  been  detailed  by  the  Police  Commissioner 
to  the  Twenty-sixth  Street  pier,  but  there  still  exists  the  need  de- 
tailed in  the  following  quotation  from  our  reports  for  two  years 
past: 

"Another  very  great  need  of  this  section  of  the  Department  is 
for  a  porter  and  gatekeeper  at  the  entrance  to  the  Twenty-sixth 
Street  pier,  where  hundreds  pass  daily  on  their  way  to  the  Central 
Office^  the  Department  of  Outdoor  Poor,  and  the  boats  of  both  the 
Departments  of  Charities  and  of  Correction.  Among  them  are 
numbers  of  infirm  and  sick  persons  who  need  assistance,  as  well 
as  direction.  A  person  of  tact,  good  presence  and  intelligence  is 
needed  to  give  the  proper  directions  to  all  who  enter  the  pier,  to 
assist  the  infirm  to  their  destination,  and  to  keep  out  improper 
persons." 

EMPLOYMENT  AGENT. 

The  work  of  this  relatively  new  department  has  increased  in 
usefulness  during  the  past  year.  A  telephone  for  the  desk  of  the 
agent  at  the  Central  Office  on  Twenty-sixth  Street  has  been  of 
great  service  in  facilitating  the  work.  The  quarterly  reports  of 
the  agent  show  that  she  has  visited,  month  by  month,  an  increas- 
ingly lai^e  number  of  hospitals,  employment  agencies  and  insti- 
tutions in  carrying  out  the  work  of  her  department;  also  that 
there  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  personal  appli- 
cations made  direct  to  the  agent  for  employment  in  the  various 
hospitals  and  institutions  and  assignments  under  the  Department 
of  Public  Charities.  The  agent  feels,  from  personal  investigation, 
that  the  majority  of  such  applicants  are  not,  as  a  rule,  the  most 
desirable  to  place  as  helpers,  but  a  fair  percentage  has  been  placed 


-^ 


91 

in  positions  where  they  might  render  the  best  service,  after  a 
superficial  investigation  as  to  their  previous  occupation,  record, 
etc.  In  the  second  quarter  of  1904  the  agent  was  given  chaise 
of  placing  male  helpers  in  various  iK>sitions  throughout  the  De- 
partment. At  times  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in 
securing  the  necessary  number  of  nurses  and  attendants  for  the 
Almshouse  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  owing  to  the  fact  that  quite  a 
few  applicants  who  had  been  referred  to  the  agent  from  various 
sources  preferred  positions  in  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  on  ac- 
count of  the  higher  salary  attached  to  positions  there.  At  the 
end  of  the  summer  a  number  of  applications  were  received  from 
women  who  had  been  employed  in  out-of-town  hotels  and  summer 
resorts.  The  majority  of  the  applicants  were  laundresses  and 
chambermaids,  requesting  positions  on  BlackwelPs  Island  or  Ran- 
dall's Island  for  the  winter  months.  These  women  appear  to  the 
agent  preferable  to  the  ordinary  applicant,  as  they  were  usually 
more  expert  and  capable  of  performing  more  thorough  work.  A 
few  personal  applications  were  also  received  from  young  women 
who  had  been  previously,  or  were  at  the  time,  engaged  as  sales- 
women in  department  stores,  and  desired  positions  as  nurses  or 
attendants  on  BlackwelPs  Island.  Such  applicants  were  placed 
as  soon  as  a  vacancy  occurred.  The  agent  states  that  she  has  en- 
deavored to  secure  as  soon  as  possible  women  physically  able 
to  perform  the  required  duties  of  positions  at  the  hospitals,  etc., 
occupied  formerly  by  convalescent  help  who  had  served  for  a 
short  period,  and  other  employees  of  a  less  suitable  character. 
Frequent  requests  were  received  from  Bellevue,  Fordham  and 
Harlem  Hospitals  for  employees  to  fill  positions  at  those 
institutions,  and  also  through  the  Board  of  Health  for  Riverside 
and  Willard  Parker  Hospitals,  and  the  hospitals  on  North 
Brother's  Island.  These  requests  the  agent  states  that  she  has 
tried  to  meet  after  supplying  the  several  orders  received  from  the 
various  hospitals,  institutions  and  asylums  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Charities. 
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8TATB  POOR  CARBD  FOR. 
OdolMr  1,  190S-8eptoaiber  SO,  1901 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

HiunlMr  of  Stale  Poor  penons  in  the  N.  T.  C.  Home 
mi  the  oommenoemeiit  of  the  year  October  1, 
190S 

Admitted  from  October  1«  1903,  to  October  1,  1904  . 

16 
521 

1 
10 

17 
531 

Total  number  of  State  Poor  sapported  dnzing 
during  th#>  year  ..........         ..... 

537 

11 

548 

&        ^^                  0     •"^■»     ■•••■«•■■*              ••••••••••••••••• 

Nnmberof  State  Poor  diechazged  dnring  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1904 

Number  of  State  Poor  who  died  during  the  year 

534 
2 

10 

544 
2 

Remaining  October,  1,  1904 

1 

1 

2 

METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

Blmckwell'a  laland* 

(Not  indading  TnbercnlosiB  Infirmary.) 


Oapadty  of  Hospital  for  patienta. 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

Admitted  daring  the  enening  year 

Tranaferred  from  Infirmary 

Number  of  births  dnring  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1904, 


Total 


Died  dnring  year  ending  September  30,  1904. 
Discharged      *•        •*  "  •• 

Transferred  : 

To  City  Home 

**  BeUevne  Hospital 

««  City  Hospital 

««  New  York  City 

**  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools. . . . 

*<  Other  Institutions 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904 


Total. 


JAaies* 


341 


217 

4,215 

197 

42 


4,671 


218 
4,055 

23 

6 


1 
365 


4,671 


Females. 


168 


94 

1,188 

65 

41 


1,388 


135 
1,062 

18 
7 
1 
1 


1 
163 


1,388 


Total. 


509 


311 

5,403 

262 

83 


6,059 


353 
5,117 

41 

13 

1 

4 


2 
528 


6,059 
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METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL— (Continued). 


MATERNITY  SERVICE. 


Number  of  confinements  from  October  1,  1903,  to  October  1,  1904. 

'*  deaths  of  mothers 

*'        **     •*  infants 

"stillborn 

*  *  patients  in  Maternity  Wards,  October  1, 1904 

**  Women  in  Waiting  Wards,  October  1,  1904 


93 
1 
19 
10 
22 
10 


Metropolitan  Hospital  Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 

397 

100 

497 

(373  in  buildings;  124  in  tents.) 

Ntimber  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

319 
1,981 

70 
450 

389 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 

2,431 

• 

Total 

2,300 

520 

2,820 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904 

DiRcharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. 

Transferred  to  Main  Hospital 

Kemainins  October  1.  Iy04 

687 

1,150 

197 

366 

112 

269 

65 

74 

699 

1,419 

262 

440 

Total 

2,300 

520 

2,820 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  year  ending 
September  30,  1904  (minus  re-admissions) 

763 

■ 

226 

989 

Much  improved 

147 
439 
177 

39 

138 

49 

186 

Improved 

577 

Unimproved 

226 

Total 

763 

• 

226 

989 

94 
BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

(laelndiac  the  Pijrchopathic  Sanrioe,  Alcoholic  Pnviliona,  Bmorceaejr  Hoaphal 

•ad  Pnaon  Wards.) 


Children. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Cmpmeitj  of  Hospital  (palieiits  only) 

104 

688 

284 

971 

Number  of  palieiilB  October  1. 1903 

f-  - 

507 

19,759 

106 

256 

9,015 

98 

763 

A^ipf ttMl  flurinir  ifimiiiir  t^mt 

28,774 

Number  of  births  AvriDfr  ensuins  ymit . . 

204 

Total 

20,372 

9,369 

29,741 

Died  daring  year  ending  September  30, 
1904. 

1.732 
13,781 

1,436 
1,735 

1 
60 

17 

855 
215 
540 

755 
5,468 

1,053 
621 

2 
39 

14 

1,017 
180 
225 

2,487 

Piacbarged  dxudng  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 80,  1904 

19,244 

Tianaferred  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 80,  1904: 
To  Oity  HoBpitaL  Blaokwell's  Island. 

2.489 

"   Metropolitan  Hospital,      *< 

2,356 

'*  Home   for  Aged     and    Infirm, 
BlaokweU's  Island. 

3 

•*  Workhouse,  Blackwell's  Island . . 

99 

«•  New  Tork  Oity  Ohildren*s  Hos- 
pitals and  Spools 

31 

•<  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  Ward's 

1,872 

<*  other  institutions 

395 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 

765 

Total 

20,372 

9,369 

29,741 

Total  number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. .  6,992 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904 50,660 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending 
September  30,  1904  (counting  first  visit  only),  and  excluding  tubercu- 
losis patients 17,058 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  In  Dispensary  for  tuberculosis  during 

year  ending  September  30, 1904 376 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  from  January  1,  1904, 

to  September  30,  1904 1,436 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  Including  children's  beds 867 

Daily  average,  841  patients. 
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Bellevue  Hospital— (Confonwed). 


PRISON  WARDS. 

Number  of  penons  in  Wards  October  1, 1903, 
Admitted  daring  ensuing  year 


Total 


Died  dnring  ensning  year 

Discharged 

Number  of  patients  remaining. 


Total. 


Remaining  October  1,  1903 . . . . 
Admitted  dniing  ensuing  year. 


Total, 


Sent  to: 

Manhattan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane , 

Bloomingdale  Asylnm 

Long  Island  Home,  Amityrille 

Hudson  State  Hospital 

Middletown  State  Hospital 

River  Orest 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults 

Other  institutions 

Wards  in  Belleyue  Hospital 


Discharged  as  not  Insane: 

(a)  To  Friends 

(b)  To  Home  for  ^ed  and  ^flrm 

(c)  To  Self 

(d)  To  Police 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904, 
Remaining  October  1,  1904 


Males. 


PSYCHOPATHIC  PAVILION. 


15 
1.161 


Females. 


'  7 
502 


1,176 


48 

1,116 

12 


609 


29 

473 

7 


1,176 


14 
1,304 


509 


11 

1,309 


1,318 


855 

14 

2 

0 

5 

15 

33 

9 

99 


131 
0 
58 
44 
39 
14 


1,320 


1,017 

4 

7 

2 

4 

18 

16 

14 

52 


130 
0 
11 
10 
19 
16 


Total. 


22 

1,663 


1,685 


77 

1,589 

19 


1,685 


25 
2,613 


2,638 


1,872 

18 

9 

2 

9 

33 

49 

23 

151 


261 
0 
69 
54 
68 
30 


Total 


1,318 


1,320 


2,638 
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Bbllbvue  Hospital — {Continued). 


ALCOHOLIC  WARDS. 


Bemaininff  October  1, 1903 

Admitted  anriiig  the  ensuing  year. 


Total. 


Died  daring  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904. . . . 
Transferred: 

To  City  Hospital 

*<  Metropolitan  Hospital 

**  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 

"  other  institntions 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. . 
Bemaining  October  1,  1904 


Total. 


EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 


Number  of  patients  in  Hospital  October  1, 1903 

Number  of  babies  remaining  October  1, 1903 

Number  of  women  admitted  during  ensuing  year 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 

Number  of  still-births 

Number  of  deaths  of  mothers  during  year  ending 
September  30, 1904 

Number  of  deaths  of  babies  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 

Number  of  patients  remaining  October  1, 1904 

Number  of  babies  remaining  October  1, 1904 


Males. 


45 
6,230 


6,275 


220 

633 
476 


4,913 
33 


6,275 


106 
13 


6 
4 


Females. 


24 
2,307 


2,331 


58 

530 

214 

1 

28 

1,491 

9 


2,331 


16 

3 

238 

98 
9 


Total. 


5 

16 
3 


69 
8.537 


8,606 


278 

1,163 

690 

1 

28 

6,404 

42 


8,606 


15 

6 

238 

204 

22 


11 
16 

7 
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GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Qottvemeur  Slip  and  Etiat  River. 


Ohildren. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 

22 

64 

24 

110 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

55 

2,948 
6 

23 

1,162 

3 

78 

Admitted  during  year 

4.110 

Number  of  births  durins  year 

9 

Total 

3,009 

1,188 

4,197 

Number  of  deaths  during  year 

372 
1,707 

785 
69 
26 

131 
626 

329 
48 
14 

1 
39 

503 

Discharged  durina  year 

2,333 

Transferred: 

To  Bellevue  Hospital 

1,114 

**    Taken  Home 

117 

**  Willard  Parker 

40 

*•  Other  institutions 

1 

Bemaininff  October  1,  1904 

50 

89 

Total 

3,009 

1,188 

4.197 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  SO,  1904 5,517 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904  (total  new  and  old  cases) 76,126 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1904  (new  cases  only) 29,311 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds  88 

Daily  ayerage,  97  patients. 
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HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 


Foot  of  But  laoth  Street. 


Children. 

Malee. 

Females. 

Total. 

OMMoity  of  HoBpiUd  for  patieDta 

8 

22 

21 

51 

Fklienti  in  Hospital  Ootober  1, 1903  

28 

1,511 

38 

22 

1,095 

32 

50 

PfttienlB  admitted  during  year 

2,606 

RirttiH  darinff  Tear 

70 

Total 

1.577 

1,149 

2,726 

Diftcbanred 

797 
211 
194 
.84 
166 

18 
78 
29 

619 

145 

154 

50 

85 

8 
54 
34 

1,416 

Died..r. 

356 

348 

•*         *•       City  Hoepital 

•  134 

**         **      Metropolitan  Hospital 

251 

«•      N.  Y.  City  OhUdren»  HoepitalB 
and  SfthoolH 

26 

**         «*      Other  InstitntionB. 

132 

Remaininff  October  1,  1904 

63 

Total 

1,577 

1,U9 

2,726 

Ambolanoe  oalls,  4,432. 


HARLEM  HOSPITAL  DISPENSARY. 


Tubercalosis 

General  medicine , 

**       surgery 

GynsBColopiy 

Eye  and  Ear 

Diseases  of  Skin , 

Nose  and  Throat 

Genito-Urinary , 

Hospital  Dressing  Room, 


Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1904. 
Total  treated  dnring  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1903. 


New 
cases. 


43 

12,453 

6,818 

601 

1,849 

2,348 

906 

696 

2,731 


28,445 
36,772 


Old 

cases. 


115 

13,130 

12,797 

1,183 

2,429 

3,285 

739 

997 


34,675 
30,381 


Total. 


158 
25,583 
19,615 
1,784 
4,278 
5,633 
1,645 
1,693 
2,731 


63,120 
67,153 


Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds,  43. 
Daily  average,  51  patients. 


FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Comer  of  igotb  Street  and  Aqueduct  Avenue. 


Children. 

Hale. 

Female. 

Total. 

Capacity  of  Hospital  for  patients 

2 

33 

10 

45 

Nnin'hAr  nf  TiAtifintA  Ootnher  1.  1903 

35 

846 
2 

9 

224 

5 

44 

Admitt^^d  dTI"T»ff  ftnanincr  Vf^x,  ,.-..,,-. 

1,070 

Nmnber  of  blTths  dnrincr  engninff  ycBf « . . 

7 

• 

Total 

• 

883 

238 

1,121 

Nnmber  of  deaths  during  the  year  ending 
SeDtember  30.  1904 

119 

683 
19 

5 
14 

8 
35 

28 

173 

12 

3 

7 

5 

10 

147 

Discharged  daring  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 

856 

TransfftTTftd  to  Tlftllevnfi  Hospital^  ^   . , . . , 

31 

••          **  Oitv  Hospital 

8 

*'           '*  Metropolitan  Hospital. . . . 

21 

*  *          « *  Other  Institutions 

Remainine  October  1, 1904 

13 

45 

Total 

883 

238 

1,121 

Nnmber  of  ambulance  calls  daring  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904 1,679 

Nnmber  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  daring  year  ending  September  30, 

1904,  including  Hospital  Dressing  Boom  (total  new  and  old  oases) 7,083 

Nnmber  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  daring  iJhe  year  ending 

September  30,  1904,  including  Hospital  Boom  (new  cases  only) 3,176 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds , 43 

Daily  average,  patients 39 


xoo 


•     •  ^  • 


CITY  HOSPITAL,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 

(iBclndinc  Ifaternity  Hospital.) 

OOTOBBR  1,  1903— Sbptembeb  30,  1904. 


Oapaotty  of  Hospital  for  patients , 


Knmber  of  patients  October  1,  1908. 

Admitted  daring  ensning  year 

Births  during  the  year 


Total 


Died  during  year 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred: 

To  BeUevne  Hospital 

**  City  Home 

**  Metropolitan  Hospital 

**  OraigOolony 

**  Other  Institutions 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1904. 


Total. 


Hales. 

Females. 

Total. 

326 

333 

659 

387 

254 

591 

5,368 

2,727 

8,095 

47 

48 

95 

5,752 

3,029 

8,781 

249 

175 

424 

4,972 

2,402 

7,374 

37 

34 

71 

56 

75 

131 

80 

48 

128 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

355 

291 

646 

5,752 

3,029 

8,781 

MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

Number  of  oonflnements 110 

<*        deaths  of  Mothers 

*  *         Infants 8 

still-births 15 

Patients  in  Maternity  Hospital  Sept.  30, 1904: 10  Mothers,  9  Ohildren. .  19 

Women  in  Waiting  Ward  September  30,  1904 17 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND 
INFIRM,  MANHATTAN  DIVISION,  BLACKWELL'S 
ISLAND. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Capacity  of  K.  Y.  0.  Home  (inmates  only),  inolnding 
all  deDartments 

1,343 

1,270 

2,613 

Number  of  inmates  Ootober  1,  1903 

1,002 
1,671 

1,214 
1.263 

2,216 

Admitted  during  tlie  ensning  year 

2,934 

Total 

2,673 

2,477 

5,150 

Disoharced  dnrine  tlie  year 

1,123 

223 

2 

15 

241 

10 

1,059 

900 
339 

i* 

1 

23 
1,213 

2,023 
662 

Died 

Tran^erred  to  City  Hospital    

2 

Transferred  to  Metropobtan  Hospital. 

16 

Transferred  to  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 

Transferred  to  other  institutions 

242 
33 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1904. 

2,272 

Total 

2,673 

2,477 

5,150 

Of  those  admitted  to  the  N.  Y.  0.  Home  during  year 
ending  September  30, 1904,  there  were  admitted 
for  the  first  time 

622 

587 

1,209 

The  nnmber  of  inmates  on  October  1,  1904,  may  be 
classified  as  follows: 
In  blind  wards 

54 
274 
731 

70 
279 
864 

124 

**  hospital  wards 

663 

Kon-hospital  wards.  

1,595 

Total 

1,069 

1.213 

2,272 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

(IncIndJnc  die  Pajrchopathic  Sarrie^.  Alcoholic  FKvdioa*,  Bmerfeaejr  Hospital 

aad  Pnson  Wards.) 


Ohildren. 

Males. 

Femalea. 

Total. 

Gapaoity  of  Hospital  (patients  only) 

104 

683 

284 

971 

Number  of  patients  October  1, 1903 

i 

507 

19,759 

106 

256 

9,015 

98 

763 

Admitted  doHnir  A|ifraii]»ff  yc^r  ......... 

28,774 

Number  of  births  dnrinff  ensvinff  yeart . . 

204 

Total 

20,372 

9,369 

29.741 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 
1904 T.7 

1,732 
13,781 

1,436 
1,735 

1 
60 

17 

855 
215 
540 

755 
5,468 

1,053 
621 

2 
39 

14 

1,017 
180 
225 

2,487 

Disoharged  dxuing  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1904... T.l 

19,244 

Transferred  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30, 1904: 
To  Oity  Hospital,  Blaokwell's  Island. 

2,489 

*'   Metropolitan  Hospital      ** 

2,356 

<*  Home   for  Aged     and     Infirm, 
BlaokweU's  Island. 

3 

•*  Workhouse,  Blackwell's  Island . . 

99 

«  New  York  Oity  Ohildren's  Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 

31 

'<  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  Ward's 
Island , . 

1,872 

*'  other  institutions 

395 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 

765 

Total 

20,372 

9,369 

29,741 

Total  number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. .  6,992 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904 50,660 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending 
September  30,  1904  (counting  first  visit  only),  and  excluding  tubercu- 
losis patients 17,058 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  for  tuberculosis  during 

year  ending  September  30,  1904 376 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  from  January  1,  1904, 

to  September  30,  1904 1,436 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds 867 

Daily  average,  841  patients. 
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Bellevue  RosFiTAL— {Continued). 


PRISON  WARDS. 

Number  of  penons  in  Wards  October  1, 1903. 
Admitted  during  ensuing  year 


Died  during  ensuing  year 

Discharged . . . . 

Nnmber  of  patients  remaining. 


Total. 


PSYCHOPATHIC  PAVILION. 


Remaining  October  1,  1903 . . . . 
Admitted  during  ensuing  year. 


Total. 


Sent  to: 

Manhattan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane , 

Bloomingdale  Asylum 

Long  Island  Home,  Amityrille 

Hudson  State  Hospital 

Middletown  State  Hospital 

Eiver  Crest 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults 

Other  institutions 

Wards  in  Belleyue  Hospitiil 


Males. 


Discharged  as  not  Insane: 

(a)  To  Friends 

(b)  To  Home  for  Aged  and  Lifirm 

(c)  To  Self 

(d)  To  Police 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904. 
Remaining  October  1,  1904 


Total 


15 
1.161 


Total 1,176 


Females. 


'  7 
502 


48 

1,116 

12 


1,176 


509 


29 

473 

7 


14 

1,304 


1,318 


509 


11 
1,309 


1,320 


Total. 


22 

1,663 


1,685 


77 

1,589 

19 


1,685 


25 
2,613 


2,638 


1,017 

1,872 

4 

18 

7 

9 

2 

2 

4 

9 

18 

33 

16 

49 

14 

23 

52 

151 

130 

261 

0 

0 

11 

69 

10 

54 

19 

58 

16 

30 

1,320 

2,638 
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Bellevue  Hospital — {Continued). 


ALCOHOLIC  WARDS. 


Remaining  October  1,  1903 , 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year, 


Total. 


Died  dniing  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904. . . . 
Transferred: 

To  City  Hospital 

**  Metropolitan  Hospital 

'*  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 

**  other  institutions 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. . 
Remaining  October  1,  1904 


Total. 


EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

Number  of  patients  in  Hospital  October  1, 1903 

Number  of  babies  remaining  October  1, 1903 

Number  of  women  admitted  during  ensuing  year 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 

Number  of  still-births 

Number  of  deaths  of  moUiers  during  year  ending 
September  30, 1904 

Number  of  deaths  of  babies  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 

Number  of  patients  remaining  October  1,  1904 

Number  of  babies  remaining  October  1,  1904 


Males. 


45 
6,230 


6.275 


220 

633 
476 


4,913 
33 


6,275 


106 
13 


6 
4 


Females. 


24 
2,307 


2,331 


58 

530 

214 

1 

28 

1,491 

9 


2,331 


16 

3 

238 

98 
9 


Total. 


5 

16 
3 


69 
8,537 


8,606 


278 

1,163 

690 

1 

28 

6,404 

42 


8,606 


15 

6 

238 

204 

22 


11 

16 

7 
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GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Gouvemeur  Slip  and  East  River. 


Ohildren. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Gapaoity  for  patientB 

22 

64 

24 

110 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

55 

2,948 

6 

23 

1,162 

3 

78 

Admittf^d  clnring  year  ^  *  ^ , .    *  *  ^  *  *   ^   ^   * 

4.110 

Number  of  births  durinc  year 

9 

Total 

3,009 

1,188 

4,197 

Number  of  deaths  during  year 

372 

1,707 

785 
69 
26 

131 

626 

329 

48 

14 

1 

39 

503 

Dischareed  durins  year 

2,333 

Transferred: 

To  Bellevue  Hospital 

1,114 

**    Taken  Home 

117 

**  Willard  Parker 

40 

**  Other  institutions. .............. 

1 

Bemaanine  October  1,  1904 

60 

89 

Total 

3,009 

1,188 

4.197 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904 5,517 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904  (total  new  and  old  oases) 76,126 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1904  (new  cases  only) 29,311 

Gapaoity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds 88 

Daily  ayerage,  97  patients. 
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HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 


Foot  of  Eut  laoth  Street. 


Ohildren. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

CaDacity  of  Hospital  for  patients • 

8 

22 

21 

51 

Patients  in  Hospital  October  1, 1903  

28 
1,511 

38 

22 

1,095 

32 

50 

Pfttientft  ftdmittSfl  <]lxinnff  vew 

2,606 

Birtlis  durine  vear 

70 

Total 

1.577 

1,149 

2,726 

Discharged 

797 
211 
194 
.84 
166 

18 
78 
29 

619 

145 

154 

50 

85 

8 
54 
34 

1,416 

Died  . .  r. 

356 

Transferred  to  Belleyne  Hospital 

348 

«*         »«       City  Hospital 

•  134 

**          **      Metropolitan  Hospital 

251 

«*      N.  Y.  City  ChUdren'  Hospitals 
and  Schools 

26 

**         "      Other  Institntions 

132 

Kemaining  October  1,  1904 

63 

Total 

1,577 

1,149 

2,726 

Ambulance  calls,  4,432. 


HARLEM  HOSPITAL  DISPENSARY. 


Tuberculosis 

General  medicine 

**       surgery 

GynsBColop;y 

Eye  and  Ear , 

Diseases  of  Skin 

Nose  and  Throat 

Genito-Urinary 

Hospital  Dressing  Boom 


Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1904. 
Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1903. 


New 
cases. 


43 

12,453 

6,818 

601 

1,849 

2,348 

906 

696 

2,731 


28,445 
36,772 


Old 
cases. 


115 

13,130 

12,797 

1,183 

2,429 

3,285 

739 

997 


34,675 
30,381 


Cajpacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds,  43. 
Daily  average,  51  patients. 


Total. 


158 
25,583 
19,615 
1,784 
4.278 
5,633 
1,645 
1,693 
2,731 


63,120 
67,153 


FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Comer  of  igoth  Street  and  Aqueduct  Avenue. 


Children. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Capacity  of  Hospital  for  patients 

2 

33 

10 

45 

Wnm'her  of  patiAiita  Ootnhfir  1,  19l>3 

36 

846 
2 

9 

224 

5 

44 

A<lTnittfWl  dnriTior  ^nsTiinff  Year. ......... 

1,070 

Number  of  births  durine  ensuinff  year. , . 

7 

• 

Total.. 

883 

238 

1,121 

Number  of  deaths  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1904 

119 

683 
19 

5 
14 

8 
35 

28 

173 

12 

3 

7 

6 

10 

147 

Discharged  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 

866 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 

31 

**          •'  Oitv  Hospitalt 

8 

**          '*  Metropolitan  Hospital. .. . 

21 

«*          «»  Other  Institutions 

Bemaininc  October  1, 1904 

13 

45 

Total 

883 

238 

1,121 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  y^ar  ending  September  30, 1904 1,679 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904,  including  Hospital  Dressing  Boom  (total  new  and  old  oases) 7,083 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  the  year  ending 

September  30,  1904,  including  Hospital  Boom  (new  cases  only) 3,176 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds , 43 

Daily  average,  patients 39 
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^     •     e 


•CITY  HOSPITAL,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 

(Including  Maternity  Hospital.) 

October  1,  1903— Septembee  30,  1904. 


Capacity  of  Hospital  for  patients 


Number  of  patients  October  1, 1903. 

Admitted  dnring  ensuing  year 

Births  during  the  year 


Total, 


Died  during  year 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred: 

To  Bellevue  Hospital 

*«  City  Home....    

**  Metropolitan  Hospital 

**  Craig  Colony 

**  Other  Institutions 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1904. 


Total. 


Males. 


326 


337 
5,368 

47 


5,752 


Females. 


249 
4,972 

37 

56 

80 

2 

1 

355 


5,752 


333 


254 
2,727 

48 


3,029 


175 
2,402 

34 

75 

48 

3 

1 

291 


3,029 


Total. 


659 


591 

8,095 

95 


8,781 


424 
7,374 

71 

131 

128 

5 

2 

646 


8,781 


MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

Number  of  confinements 110 

**         deaths  of  Mothers 

« *         Infants 8 

still-births 15 

Patients  in  Maternity  Hospital  Sept.  30, 1904: 10  Mothers,  9  Children. .  19 

Women  in  Waiting  Ward  September  30,  1904 17 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND 
INFIRM,  MANHATTAN  DIVISION,  BLACKWELL'S 
ISLAND. 


Capacity  of  N.  Y.  G.  Home  (inmates  only),  inclading 
all  departments 

Number  of  inmates  Ootober  1,  1903 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 

Total 

Discharged  during  the  year 

Died 

Transferred  to  City  Hospitid     

Transferred  to  Metropobtan  Hospital 

Transferred  to  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 

Transferred  to  other  institutions 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1904. 

Total 

Of  those  admitted  to  the  N.  Y.  G.  Home  during  year 
ending  September  30, 1904,  there  were  admitted 
for  the  first  time 

The  number  of  inmates  on  October  1,  1904,  may  be 
classified  as  follows: 

In  blind  wards 

**  hospital  wards 

Non-hospital  wards 

Total 


622 


64 
274 
731 


1,059 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1,343 

1,270 

2,613 

1,002 
1,671 

1,214 
1,263 

2.216 
2,934 

2,673 

2,477 

5,150 

1,123 

223 

.  2 

900 
339 

2,023 

562 

2 

15 

241 

10 

1,059 

1 
1 

23 
1,213 

16 

242 

33 

2,272 

2,673 

2,477 

5,150 

587 


70 
279 
864 


1.213 


1,209 


124 

553 

1,595 


2,272 
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STATE  POOR  CARED  FOR. 

October  1,  1903-September  30,  1904. 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Nnmber  of  State  Poor  persons  in  the  N.  T.  0.  Home 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  October  1, 
1903 

Admitted  from  October  1,  1903,  to  October  1,  1904. . 

16 
521 

1 
10 

17 
631 

Total  nnmber  of  State  Poor  supported  daring 
during  the  year 

637 

11 

548 

Number  of  State  Poor  discharged  during  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1904 

Number  of  State  Poor  who  died  during  the  year 

534 
2 

10 

544 
2 

Remaining  October,  1,  1904 

1 

1 

2 

METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

Blackwell'8  Island. 
(Not  including  Tuberculosis  Infirmary.) 


Capacity  of  Hospital  for  patients. 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 

Transferred  from  Infirmary. 

Number  of  births  during  year  en(Ung  Sept.  30,  1904. 


Total 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904. 
Discharged      **        "  **  *• 

Transferred  : 

To  City  Home 

*•  BeUevue  Hospital 

«*  City  Hospital 

**  New  York  City 

**  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools. . . . 

*'  Other  Institutions 

Bemaining  October  1, 1904 


Total. 


Males. 


341 


217 

4,215 

197 

42 


4,671 


218 
4,055 

23 
6 


1 
365 


4,671 


Females. 


168 


94 

1.188 

65 

41 


1,388 


135 
1,062 

18 
7 
1 
1 


1 
163 


1,388 


Total. 


509 


311 

5,403 

262 

83 


6,059 


353 
5,117 

41 

13 

1 

4 


2 

528 


6,059 
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METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL— (Continued). 


MATERNITY  SERVICE. 


Number  of  confinements  from  October  1,  1903,  to  October  1,  1904. 

**  deaths  of  mothers 

**        "      •*  infants 

"stillborn 

**  patients  in  Maternity  Wards,  October  1, 1904 

'*  Women  in  Waiting  Wards,  October  1,  1904 


93 
1 

19 
10 
22 
10 


Metropolitan  Hospital  Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 

397 

100 

497 

(373  in  buildings;  124  in  tents.) 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1903 

319 
1,981 

70 
450 

389 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 

2,431 

► 

Total 

2,300 

520 

2,820 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904 

Discharged  during  year  endmg  September  30,  1904. 

Transferred  to  Main  Hospital 

Bemainins  October  1,  iy04 

587 

1,150 

197 

366 

112 

269 
65 

74 

699 

1,419 

262 

440 

Total 

2,300 

520 

2,820 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  year  ending 
September  30,  1904  (minus  re-admissions) 

763 

226 

989 

Much  improved 

147 
439 
177 

39 

138 

49 

186 

Improved 

577 

Unimproved 

226 

Total 

763 

226 

989 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND 
SCHOOLS,  RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 

Inbnts'  Hospital. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining  October  1,  1903: 

Mothers  (not  inclndinfi:  Workhouse  inmates) 

16 

6 

13 

16 

Mothers  from  Workhouse 

6 

Ohildren  with  their  mothers 

11 

24 

Foundlings 

Other  children  whose  mothers  were  not  in  the 
institution 

32 

29 

61 

Total  Oensus  October  1,  1903 

43 

64 

153 
22 
99 

69 

107 

Beoeived  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1904: 
Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) .... 

153 

Mothers  trAnnforrAd  from  Wnrkhnuffe 

22 

Children  admitted  with  their  mothers 

85 
69 

184 

Ohildren  received  without  their  mothers  during 
the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1904. 

138 

Total  admission  during  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1904 

154 

343 

497 

Died  during  the  yecur  ending  Sept.  30,  1904:    . 
Mothers         

Ohildren  in  the  institution  with  their  mothers. . 

Ohildren    in    the     institution    without    their 

mothers 

7 
25 

4 
33 

11 

58 

Totaldeaths 

32 

37 

167 
28 
98 
49 

69 

Discharged  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1904: 

167 
28 

Mothers  from  Workhouse 

Ohildren  admitted  with  their  mothers 

89 
49 

187 

Ohildren  admitted  without  their  mothers 

98 

Total  number  discharged 

138 

342 
2 

10 

16 

480 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904: 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates). . . 

2 

Mothers  from  Workhouse     

Ohildren  with  their  mothers 

io 

Ohildren  whose  mothers  are  not  in  the  insti- 
tution    

27 

43 

Total  remaining 

27 

28 

55 
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CHILDREN'S    HOSPITALS. 


mber30, 1904: 


Number  remaining  October  1,  1903 
Beoeiyed  dtuing  the  year  endinj 
From  Parents,  relatives  or 

Children's  Aid  Society 

New  York  Jnyenile  Asylum 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Orudty  to  Ohil- 
dren .• 

North  Brother's  Islcmd 

Infants'  Hospital 

Harlem  Hospital 

Bellevue  Hospital 

Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital 

Good  Counsel  Training  Sbhool 

Other  institutions 


it 

(C 


(( 
(I 


l( 


<< 


(I 


Total, 


Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904 : 
To  Parents,  relatives  or  fnends 

"  Children's  Aid  Society 

••  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 

**  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 

«•  Craig  Colony 

"  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor 

««  North  Brother's  Island 

**  Other  institutions 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904 


Total 


Males. 


SCHOOL    FOR   PBBBLB-MINDBD . 


Bemaining  October  1,  1903 

Beceived  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904: 

From  Parents,  relatives  or  friends 

Other  institutions 


*t 


Total 


Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904: 
To  Parents,  relatives  and  friends 

Bome  State  Custodial  Asylum 

Syracuse  State  Institution 

State  Custodial  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded 
Women     ....  

Craig  Colony  for  Epileptics 

Other  institutions. 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904 

Total 


(I 


310 

222 

7 
17 

70 
8 
6 

14 

7 


111 


772 


148 
14 
18 
73 
29 
87 
9 
82 
21 

291 


772 


214 

96 
39 


349 


77 

18 

7 


1 

8 

14 
224 

349 


Females. 


231 

160 

3 

10 

41 
17 
7 
6 
6 
4 
1 
69 


555 


112 

4 

10 

39 

7 

75 
19 
68 
10 
211 


555 


87 

67 
43 


197 


32 
3 
6 

9 


88 
12 
97 

197 


Total. 


541 

382 
10 
27 

111 

25 

13 

20 

13 

4 

1 

180 

1,327 


260 
18 
28 

112 
36 

162 
28 

150 
31 

602 

1,327 


301 

163 
82 

546 


109 
21 
13 

9 

1 

46 

26 

321 

546 
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Children's  Hospitals. — {Continued.) 


CUSTODIAL  ASYLUM. 

Bemaining  October  1,  1903.  

Beoeived  daring  the  year  ending  September  30, 1904: 

From  parents,  relatives  and  friends. 

"     institutions 


Total 


Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904: 
To  parents,  relatives  and  friends 

Bome  State  Cnstodial  Asylnm 

Syracnse  State  Institution 

State  Custodial  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded 
Women 

Craig  Colony  for  Epileptics 

Other  institutions .    . 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 1904 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904. 


Total 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(I 


Males. 


121 

32 
11 


164 


15 
1 
2 


Females. 


3 

11 

132 


164 


126 

17 
14 


167 


6 
3 


5 

10 

130 


157 


Total. 


247 

49 
25 


321 


21 
4 
2 


8 

21 

262 


321 


10' 


MUNICIPAL    LODGING    HOUSE. 

398  First  Avenue  (near  23d  Street).* 


Capacity  for  inmates 


Namber  of  lodgings  provided: 

October,    1908 

November,  *  *    

December,  **     

January,    1904 

February, 


March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Angust, 

September,  ** 

Total. 


(( 
(( 

(I 

n 


Largest  number  of  lodgers  on  any  given  date,  Feb. 

13,1904 

Smallest  number  of  lodgers  on  any  given  date,  June 

27,1904 


Number  of  occasions  on  which  capacity  was  ex- 
ceeded and  male  lodgers  sent  to  the  26th  Street 
Dock    

Total  number  of  lodgers  sent  to  26th  Street  Dock. . . 


Males. 


258 


3,720 
5,052 
6,544 
7,235 
6.974 
6,817 
5,607 
3,450 
3,293 
3,349 
3,28(5 
4,109 


59,436 


410 
64 


41 
3,240 


Females. 


41 


588 
624 
573 
487 
532 
709 
625 
694 
702 
791 
633 
637 


7,595 


23 

18 


Total. 


299 


4,308 
5,676 
7,117 
7,722 
7,506 
7,526 
6,232 
4,144 
3,995 
4,140 
3,919 
4,746 


67,031 

433 

82 


*  Overflow  sheltered  in  heated  rooms  on  26th  Street  Dock. 
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KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL. 

(Including  the  Psychopathic  Service  and  Consumptives'  Home.) 


Children. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Capacity  of  Hospital  (Patients  only) . . 

M. 
Cribs, 

F. 
81 

356 

194 

631 

Nomber  of  patients  October  1,  1903. . 

Admitted  during  en  suing  year 

Number   of    births    during   ensuing 
year 

34 

278 

88 

30 
277 

87 

271 
5,798 

141 

2,278 

476 
5,631 

175 

Total 

400 

394 

6,069 

2,419 

9,282 

Died  during  year  ending  September 
30,  1904  

M. 
68 
249 

F. 
52 
251 

550 
4,520 

244 

238 
1,351 

208 

908 

Discharged  during  year  ending  Sep 
tember  30.  1904 

6,371 

Transferred  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904: 
To  City  Home  for  the  A^ed  and 
Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division 

452 

To  New  York  City  Farm  Oolo^. . 

To  New  York  City  Children's  Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 

To  L.  I.  State  Hospital  for  the 
Tnii^Txe .  -   .    .XT.. 

401 

40 

314 

436 

50 

136 

837 

To  Other  Institutions 

Remaining  October  1,  19C4 

38 
45 

47 
44 

394 

175 
539 

400 

6.069 

2,419 

9,282 

Total  number  of  Ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30, 1904 2,325 

Number  of  oases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30,  1904.   4,103 
Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1904  (counting  first  visit  only) 1,702 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND 

INFIRM. 

Brooklyn  Division. 


Capacity  of  N.  Y.  0.  Home  (inmates  only),  including 
all  departments 

Number  of  inmates  October  1,  1903 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 

Total    

Discharged  during  year 

Died 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 

*'  «*  N.  Y.  City  Farm  Colony. 

**  '*  Other  Institutions 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1904. 

Total 

Number  of  casual  lodgers  provided  for 


Males. 

Females. 

768 

614 

671 
1,599 

615 
840 

2,270 

1,455 

1,273 

187 

34 

5 

2 

769 

588 

173 

23 

5 

82 
584 

2,270 

1,455 

656 

214 

Total. 


1,382 


1,286 
2,439 


3,725 


1,861 

360 

57 

10 

84 

1,353 


3,725 


870 
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CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL. 


Capacity  for  patients. 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1908, 

Admitted  daring  year 

Number  of  births  during  year 


Total 


Number  of  deaths  during  year. 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred: 

To  Kings  County  Hospital. 

**  Other  institutions 

Bemaining  October  1, 1904. . . . 


Total 


Males. 


148 


73 

1,329 

69 


Females. 


1,471 


191 
1.174 

13 
11 
82 


1,471 


69 


61 

840 

69 


970 


90 
771 

10 
10 
89 


970 


Total. 


217 


134 

2,169 

138 


2.441 


281 
1,946 

23 

21 

171 


2,441 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904 2,042 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September 

30,  1904  (total  new  and  old  cases) 15,832 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904  (new  cases  only) 9,602 
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BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL. 


Capacity  for  patients, 


Number  ot  patients  Ootober  1, 1903. 

Admitted  dnring  year 

Nnmber  of  birtmt  during  year 


Total. 


Knmber  of  deaths  daring  year. . 

Disobarged  dnring  year 

Transferred: 

To  Kings  Gonnty  Hospital. 

**  Other  institutions 

Bemaining  October  1, 1904 , 


Total. 


Males. 

Females. 

4 

4 

1 
93 

2 

23 

1 

94 

26 

8 
72 

5 
16 

10 

1 
3 

5 

94 

26 

Total. 


8 


3 

116 

1 


120 


13 

88 

15 
1 
3 


120 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1904 1,067 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1904  (total  old  and  new  cases) 7,623 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904  (new  cases  only) , 2,627 
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RECEPTION  HOSPITAL,  CONEY  ISLAND. 


Capacity  for  patients. 


Number  of  patients  October  1, 1903. 

Admitted  during  year 

Number  of  births  during  5  months. 


Total 


it 


c« 


Number  of  deaths  during  5  mos.  ending  Sept.  30. . 

Discharged  ** 

Transferred: 

To  Kings  Oounty  Hospital 

**  Other  institutions 

Remaining  October  1,  1904. . . 


Total. 


Males. 

Females. 

4 

5 

66 
2 

15 

67 

15 

12 
44 

9 

1 

1 

1 
12 

2 

67 

15 

Total. 


80 
2 


82 


56 
13 

11 
1 
1 


82 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  5  months  ending  September  30, 1904 630 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dispensary  during  5  months  ending  September 

30,  1904  (total  new  and  old  cases) 2,446 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  5  months  ending 

September  30,  1904  (new  cas^s  only) 930 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  FARM  COLONY,  STATEN  ISLAND. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Capacity  of  N.  Y.  G.  Farm  Colony  (inmates  only)  in- 
cluding all  departments 

363 

102 

465 

Nnmber  of  inmates  October  1,  1903 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 

139 
350 

126 
224 

13 
55 

52 
3 

152 
405 

From  the  Borough  of  Bichmond 

178 

**     Other  boroughs 

227 

Total 

489 

68 

557 

Discharged  during  year 

253 
24 
51 
24 

137 

20 

273 

Died 

24 

Transferred  to  institutions 

25 

1 
22 

76 

Left  without  leave 

25 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1904 

159 

Total 

489 

68 

557 

Number  of  casual  lodgers  proyided  for 

26 

1 

27 
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ANNUAL   REPORT    OP   THE    TREASURER 
Fob  the  Tear  Ending  September  30,  1904. 

Nkw  Yoke  Goumty  VminNO  GoioaTTEaB 

In  aecovnt  wUh  Gxbtbdbx  L.  Horr,  Treasurer. 

Gbedit. 

By  Balance  September  30, 1903 $256  69 

'*  AnnTiftl  Subscriptions  and  Donations 1,415  00 

'•  16  Members  of  the  Training  School,  dues 32  00 

*  (  Interest  on  Bosalie  Bntler  Fnnd 430  00 

'*  Interest  on  deposits 10  95 

**  Kings  County  Committee,  share  of  cost  of  Statement  to  Board  of 

Estimate  and  Apportionment 20  00 

**  Mr.  ProBdfit  for  rent  of  half  the  room  for  May,  June,  July,  August 

and  September , 96  50 

2,261  14 
Dbbit. 
To  Salary  of  Secretary $900  00 

"       •*    .  **  Stenographer 312  00 

"  Secretary  for  office  expenses 75  00 

"  Printing  Annual  Report 229  84 

<*         *'       Statements  to  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 59  20 

*«  Rent  of  office  for  eight  months 308  80 

**  Stationery  and  Office  Supplies 49  90 

$1,934  74 
Balance  September  30,  1904 326  40 

$2,261  14 
(Signed)      Gebtbttdb  L.  Hoxt,  Treasurer, 

November  9,  1904. 

Bills  and  vouchers  v^ith  accounts  this  day  examined  and 
found  correct. 

George  G.  Wheeloce. 

Anna  B.  Evans. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS   AND    DONATIONS 


For  Year  Ending  September  30,  1904. 


Mrs.  F.  N.  Appleton $10  00 

Mrs.  Eliot  Benedict,   Training 

School,  dues 2  00 

Mrs.  I.  H.  Benedict,  Training 

School,  dues 2  00 

Mrs.  Bonvier 3  00 

Mrs.  Brannan,  annaal  subscrip- 
tion   2  00 

Mr.  Brewster 25  00 

Miss  H.  C.  Bntler,  annual  sub- 
scription       100  00 

Miss  E.  V.  Clark,  subscription, 

$5.00 ;  donation,  $10.00 15  00 

Mrs.  N.  M.  Clark 5  00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gherardi  Davis. . .  25  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Dayies 5  00 

MissDehon 25  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Dodge 25  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Draper 5  00 

Dr.  J.  T.  Duryea 10  00 

Dr.    H.  C.  Eno,   through   Dr. 

Wheelook 50  00 

Miss  Evans 5  00 

Mrs.  Fairchild 5  00 

Miss  Fellowes,  Training  School, 

dues 2  00 

Mrs.  Floyd 10  00 

Mrs.  Fowler,  Training  School, 

dues 2  00 

«* Friend,*^  through  Dr.  Whee- 

lock 75  00 

Mrs.       Goetchius,       Training 

School,  dues 2  00 

Mrs.  Griffin,  Training  School, 

dues,  $2.00;  donation,  $5.00. .  7  00 

Mr.  A.  M.  Hadden 5  00 

Miss  Haven 5  00 

Mr.      James     J.      Higginson, 

through  Dr.  Wheelock 26  00 

Mrs.  Hopkins,  Training  School, 

dues. 2  00 

MissG.  L.  Hoyt 10  00 

Mrs.      Huntington,      Training 

School,  dues 2  00 

Miss  Ireland 7  00 

Mr.  Iselin 100  00 

Miss  Iselin 12  00 

Miss  Isham 25  00 

Mr.  D.  Willis  James,  through 

Dr.  Wheelock 100  00 

Mrs.  Jesup 5  00 

Mr.  Lanier. 26  00 


Mrs.  F.  Lee $10  00 

Miss  Livingston 25  00 

Mrs.  Annie  L.  Lowry 20  OO 

Miss   Lusk,    Training  School, 

dues 2  00" 

Miss  McMahon 2  00- 

Miss  Marie,  Training  School. . .  5  00- 
Mrs.  David  Magie,  through  Dr. 

Wheelock. 25  00 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Mead 2  00' 

Mrs.    John    Mintum,    annual 

subscription 10  00 

Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan 100  00 

Miss     R.    Morgan,      Training 

School,  dues 2  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Morgan 5  00 

Mrs-Morse 5  00 

Mrs.  Morton 50  00 

Mrs.  Ogden,   Training  School, 

dues 2  00 

Mrs.  Oothout 5  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Osborn,  Training 

School,  dues 2  Oa 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson 25  00 

Miss   Pine,    Training   School, 

dues 2  00 

Mrs.  Proudfit 5  00- 

Mrs.  Roland  Redmond 5  00 

Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  Training 

School  and  donation 15  00 

Mrs.  Rice 12  00 

Miss  Rogers,  Training  School, 

dues 2  00 

Mr.  A.  Sohermerhom 100  00 

Mr.  Jacob  Schiflf 10  00 

Miss  Schuyler. 10  00' 

Mrs.  Schwab 5  00- 

Miss  Schwab 5  00 

Mr.  Sherman 5  00* 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Smith 7  00' 

Mr.  James  Speyer 10  00 

Mrs.  Stirling 2  00 

Miss  Taber 5  00 

Miss  Townsend 5  00 

Mrs.  Underbill 5  00 

Mrs.  Van  Beuren 5  00 

Mr.  Von  Post 5  00 

Mrs.  John  Wells 30  00 

Mrs. Wheelock,  annual  sub. ...  10  00 

Dr.  Wheelock 100  00 

Mr.  W.  H.  Wheelock. 10  00 

Miss  Wisner 15  00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF 
THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  INFIRM, 

ON  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND, 

For  the  Year  Ending  September  30,  1904. 


■RVGEIPTB. 

Balance  October  1, 1903 $17  81 

Sales $18  86 

Oifts: 

Island  Mission,  through  Mrs.  Barlow 150  00 

Island  Mission,  Additional,  through  Miss  Beatrix  Jones. ...  50  00 

MissE.  V.  Clark 20  00 

Two  friends,  through  Miss  Clark 10  00 

Mrs.  Bull 5  00 

Miss  H.  C.  Butler 25  00 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Bishop 25  00 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Dodge 50  00 

A  friend 60  00 

Miss  Annie  Morgan* 25  00 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Cutting 20  00 

Mrs.  V.  Everitt  Macy 5  00 

Miss  R.  M.  Hunt 10  00 

Mrs.  Hoe 15  00 

Mr.  William  Haslam 20  00 

A  friend,  treat  money 5  00 

503  85 


$521  66 


ZPEMDITXrBES: 

Teacher's  visits  to  B.  I.  (151) $328  00 

Materials  for  work 8  00 

6  Beadworking  Outfits 3  60 

Graphophone 10  00 

Contingent  Fund,  placed  with  County  Visiting  Committee.  10  00 

Treats,  with  money  given  for  that  purpose 10  00 

$369  6$ 

Balance  October  1,  1904 $152  06 

(Signed)       Emma  N.  Ibeland,  Treasurer. 
E.  &  O.  E. 
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APPENDIX    A. 

CONSTITUTION 

(Adopted  Kovember  29,  1904.) 

OF  THB 

NEW  YORK  CITY  VISITING  COMMITTEE 

OF  THB 

STATE  CHARITES  AID  ASSOCIATION j 


CONSTITUTION. 

Articlb  I. 
Title. 


The  name  of  this  organization  is  the  New  York  City  Visiting 
Committee.  It  shall  work  under  the  control  and  by  the  direction 
of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  of  which  it  forms  a  part. 

Article  II. 

Objects. 

The  objects  of  the  Committee  are  to  visit  systematically  the 
institutions  under  the  control  of  the  Department  of  Public  Chari- 
ties of  New  York  City  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue 
and  Allied  Hospitals,  to  secure  such  improvements  as  will  con- 
tribute to  the  mental,  moral  and  physical  well  being  of  the  in- 
mates of  these  institutions,  and  to  carry  on  such  other  lines  of 
work  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  State 
Charities  Aid  Association. 

Articlb  III. 

Membership. 

The  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  both  men  and  women, 
and  shall  include  all  persons  who  were  members  of  the  New  York, 
Kings  and  Richmond  County  Visiting  Committees  on    June   2, 
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1904,  and  all  who  shall  be  subsequently  elected  to  membership  as 
herein  provided.  Any  member  may  propose  any  person  formwn- 
bership  by  sending  in  writing  the  name  of  the  proposed  member 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Committee  for  the  borough  in 
which  the  proposed  member  resides.  If  approved  by  the  Borough 
Committee  the  name  of  the  proposed  member  shall  then  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting 
Committee,  and  such  nominee  may  be  elected  by  a  majority  vote  of 
the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  the  Presi- 
dent may  consider  the  failure  of  any  member  to  attend  three  con- 
secutive meetings  without  excuses  as  equivalent  to  a  resignation. 

Article  IV. 
Officers. 

The  officers  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee  shall 
be:  A  President,  three  (3)  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer  and  a 
Secretary.  The  President  and  the  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  for 
the  year  by  ballot  by  the  Committee  at  its  annual  meeting.  The 
Chairmen  of  Biorough  Committees  shall  be  ex  officio  the  three 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee.  The  Secretary 
shall  be  appointed,  and  may  be  removed,  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  shall  be  ex  officio  the  Secretary  of  all  Borough  Com- 
mittees. 

In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  President  or  Treas- 
urer, a  successor  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  may  be  elected  at 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee,  one  week's 
notice  of  such  proposed  election  having  been  given  in  writing  to 
all  members. 

Aetiole  V. 

President  cmd  Y ice-Presidents. 

The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  City  Visit- 
ing Committee  and  of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  appoint  a 
presiding  officer  from  among  the  members  present.    He  may  call 
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special  meetings  of  the  Oommittee  at  his  discretion,  and  must  call 
such  a  meeting  upon  the  written  request  of  five  (5)  members. 

The  President  shall  appoint  annually  within  one  month  after 
the  annual  meeting  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  all  Standing 
Committees,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  and  shall  have 
power  to  add  members  to  any  Committee  appointed  by  him.  He 
shall  appoint,  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  annual  meeting,  a 
Oommittee  of  two,  who  shall  not  be  elective  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  to  nominate  the  President,  Treasurer  and 
three  elective  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, perform  all  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  President  and  shall 
serve  in  the  following  order:  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Com- 
mittee of  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx;  Chairman  of  the  Borough 
Oommittee  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens;  Chairman  of  the  Borough 
Oommittee  of  Richmond. 

Article  VI. 

Tredsurer. 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive  subscriptions  and  donations,  and 
shall  disburse  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. He  shall  make  monthly  and  annual  reports  to  the  Elx- 
ecutive  Committee.  Bills  of  less  amount  than  $20.00  may  be  paid 
by  the  Treasurer  when  approved  by  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary ;  bills  of  more  than  f 20.00  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  such  approval  certified  by  the  Secretary. 

Article  VII. 

Secreta/ry. 

The  Secretary  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Oom- 
mittee and  shall  have  general  charge  of  its  work  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Oommittee  and  of  the  President  He  shall 
keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the  City,  Elxecutive  and  Bor- 
ough Committees,  and  shall  give  due  notice  of  all  meetings.  He 
shall  receive  and  file  the  reports  of  all  Committees  and  keep  such 
other  records  and  accounts  as  the  EJxecutive  Committee  may 
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direct.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  visit  the  institutions  under 
the  control  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  and  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  and  shall  make 
reports  of  such  visits  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Aeticle  VIII. 
Executive  Committee. 

There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee  consisting  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  City  Committee  (except  the  Secretary) ,  the  Chairmen 
of  all  Standing  Committees  and  three  (3)  members  elected  at  the 
annual  meeting.  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  City  Visit- 
ing Committee  shall  be  ex  officio  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the 
Btxecutive  Committee.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  define  and  carry  into  effect  such  course  of  action  as  may 
best  promote  the  objects  of  the  Committee.  All  reports  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities,  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bel- 
levue and  Allied  Hospitals  and  to  the  State  Charities  Aid  Asso- 
ciation, shall  be  made  by  the  E'xecutive  Committee.  Nothing  shall 
be  published  in  the  name  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee  without 
the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee shall  have  authority  to  enforce  the  observance,  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  shall 
have  power,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  its  members,  to  remove  from 
the  City  Committee  any  member  for  such  cause  as  it  may  deem 
sufficient. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  monthly.  Five  ( 5 )  mem- 
bers shall  constitute  a  quorum.  Special  meetings  may  be  called 
by  the  Chairman  in  his  discretion. 

Article  IX. 

Borough  Committees. 

The  members  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee  shall  be  divided 
according  to  residence  into  three  Borough  Committees,  viz. :  Man- 
hattan and  The  Bronx,  Brooklyn  and  Queens,  and  Richmond. 

Each  Borough  Committee  shall  meet  in  the  months  of  October, 


121 

December,  January,  March,  April  and  June.  The  October  meet- 
ing of  each  Borough  Committee  shall  be  its  annual  meeting. 
Each  Borough  Committee  shall  elect  its  own  Chairman  and  such 
other  officers  as  it  may  desire.  Each  Borough  Committee  shall 
report  within  five  days  after  each  meeting,  through  its  Chairman, 
to  the  Executive  Committee  the  results  of  visits  to  the  public  char- 
itable  institutions  within  its  Borough  or  Boroughs,  and  of  such 
other  work  as  it  may  conduct.  Each  Borough  Committee  may 
establish  its  own  By-Laws  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  nor  with  those 
of  the  City  Visiting  Committee. 
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Article  X. 
Standing  Committees. 

There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  for  each  institution  to  be 
visited  by  representatives  of  the  City  Committee,  and  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Borough  Committees  there  may  be 
Btanding  Committees  on  the  Training  Schools  for  Nurses.  The 
Chairman  and  members  of  each  Standing  Committee  appointed  to 
visit  an  institution  shall  be  appointed  annually  within  30  days 
after  the  annual  meeting,  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Com- 
mittee for  the  Borough  in  which  the  institution  is  located.  Each 
Chairman  of  a  Standing  Committee  shall  have  general  charge  of 
the  work  of  the  members  of  such  Committee,. and  shall  report 
monthly  at  the  meetings  of  the  Borough  Committee  in  the  months 
in  which  the  Borough  Committees  meet,  and  to  the  City  Visiting 
CJommittee  in  the  months  in  which  the  City  Visiting  Committee 
meets. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee 
may  appoint  Standing  Committees  ( in  addition  to  those  appointed 
to  visit  institutions )  for  any  other  lines  of  work  it  may  undertake* 
The  Chairman  and  members  of  such  Standing  Committees  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee. 
Such  Standing  Committees  shall  report  monthly  to  the  Elxecutive 
Committee. 


122 

Article  XI. 

Meetings. 

The  meetings  of  the  Oity  Visiting  Committee  shall  be  held  in 
November,  February  and  May  on  the  last  EYiday  of  the  month  or 
on  such  other  day  as  it  may  select.  The  Noyember  meeting  shall 
be  the  annual  meeting.  Seven  (7)  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum.  At  a  si)ecial  meeting  no  business  other  than  that  for 
which  the  meeting  is  called  shall  be  transacted  except  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  subject  to  ratification  at  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing. 

Article  XII. 

Visitation  of  Institutions. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Standing  Committee  appointed  to 
visit  an  institution,  to  visit  such  institution  through  one  or  more 
of  its  members,  not  less  often  than  twice  each  month.  The  ward 
or  wards,  or  other  portion  of  the  institution  to  be  visited  by  each 
member  shall  be  designated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Standing 
Committee  for  that  institution. 

All  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institutions  visited  shall  be 
respected  by  the  visitors. 

Each  visitor  shall  report  the  result  of  each  visit  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  institution  visited  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  such  visit  Slich  rei)ort  shall  be  made  in 
writing  on  a  form  approved  by  the  ESxecutive  Committee. 

The  Chairman,  if  he  deems  any  matter  to  require  immediate 
attention,  shall  report  the  same  at  once  to  the  President  of  the  City 
Visiting  Committee,  who  shall  take  such  action  as  the  circum- 
;stances  may  seem  to  him  to  require.  The  Chairman  shall  submit 
at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Borough  Committee  and  of  the 
City  Visiting  Committee  an  account  of  all  visits  to  the  institution 
visited  by  his  Ck>mmittee,  with  all  reports  of  visitors.  All  such 
reports  shall  be  kept  on  file  by  the  Secretary,  and  a  copy  shall  be 
sent  by  him  to  the  person  making  the  report. 

The  Chairmen,  and  members  of  Standing  Committees  when  so 
directed  by  their  Chairmen,  may,  at  their  discretion,  confer  with 
Superintendents  of  institutions  in  regard  to  matters,  observed  by 
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visitars,  which  may  require  consideration.  The  results  of  all  such 
mterviewjs  shall  be  reported  at  the  following  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Borough  or  City  Visiting  Committee. 

Article  XIII. 

Bellevue  Training  School  for  Ntirses, 

As  provided  in  the  By-Laws  of  the  Bellevue  Training  School 
for  Nurses,  there  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  of  five  members 
of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee,  who  shall  be  members 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Bellevue  Training  School  for 
Nurses.  Such  Committee  shall  make  a  written  monthly  and  an- 
nual report  to  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee.  The 
Chairman  of  such  Committee  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Article  XIV. 

Order  of  Bushiess. 

The  following  shall  be  the  order  of  business  at  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee : 

1.  Approval  of  minutes  of  previous  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  Executive  Committee  and  action  thereon. 

3.  Report  of  Secretary,  and  action  thereon. 

4.  Report  of  Treasurer,  and  action  thereon. 

5.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  and  action  thereon. 

6.  Reports  of  Special  Committees,  and  action  thereon. 

7.  Unfinished  business. 

8.  New  business. 

This  order  of  business  may  be  altered  by  the  President  in  his 
discretion  or  by  vote  of  the  majority  of  those  present. 

Article  XV. 

Amendmervts. 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Visiting 
Committee,  the  text  of  the  proposed  amendments  having  been  sent 
to  all  members  by  the  Secretary  two  weeks  previously.  To  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  action  upon  amendments,  not  less  than 
twenty  (20)  members  must  be  present. 
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Article  XI. 

Meetings. 

The  meetings  of  the  Oity  Visiting  Committee  shall  be  held  in 
November,  February  and  May  on  the  last  EYiday  of  the  month  or 
on  such  other  day  as  it  may  select.  The  Noyember  meeting  shall 
be  the  annual  meeting.  Seven  (7)  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum.  At  a  special  meeting  no  business  other  than  that  for 
which  the  meeting  is  called  shall  be  transacted  except  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  subject  to  ratification  at  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing. 

Article  XII. 

Visitation  of  Institutions. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Standing  Committee  appointed  to 
visit  an  institution,  to  visit  such  Institution  through  one  or  more 
of  its  members,  not  less  often  than  twice  each  month.  The  ward 
or  wards,  or  other  portion  of  the  institution  to  be  visited  by  each 
member  shall  be  designated  by  the  Ohainnan  of  the  Standing 
Committee  for  that  institution. 

All  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institutions  visited  shall  be 
respected  by  the  visitors. 

Each  visitor  shall  report  the  result  of  each  visit  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  institution  visited  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  such  visit  Such  report  shall  be  made  in 
writing  on  a  form  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Chairman,  if  he  deems  any  matter  to  require  immediate 
attention,  shall  report  the  same  at  once  to  the  President  of  the  City 
Visiting  Committee,  who  shall  take  such  action  as  the  circum- 
stances may  seem  to  him  to  require.  The  Chairman  shall  submit 
at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Borough  Committee  and  of  the 
City  Visiting  Committee  an  account  of  all  visits  to  the  institution 
visited  by  his  Committee,  with  all  reports  of  visitors.  All  such 
reports  shall  be  kept  on  file  by  the  Secretary,  and  a  copy  shall  be 
sent  by  him  to  the  person  making  the  report. 

The  Chairmen,  and  members  of  Standing  Committees  when  so 
directed  by  their  Chairmen,  may,  at  their  discretion,  confer  with 
Superintendents  of  institutions  in  regard  to  matters,  observed  by 
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visitors,  which  may  require  consideration.  The  results  of  all  such 
intezriewB  shall  be  reported  at  the  following  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Borough  or  City  Visiting  Committee. 

Article  XIII. 

Bellevue  Training  School  for  Nurses. 

As  provided  in  the  By-Laws  of  the  Bellevue  Training  School 
for  Nurses,  there  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  of  five  members 
of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee,  who  shall  be  members 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Bellevue  Training  School  for 
Nurses.  Such  Committee  shall  make  a  written  monthly  and  an- 
nual report  to  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee.  The 
Chairman  of  such  Committee  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Article  XIV. 

Order  of  Busim^ss, 

The  following  shall  be  the  order  of  business  at  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee : 

1.  Approval  of  minutes  of  previous  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  Executive  Committee  and  action  thereon. 

3.  Report  of  Secretary,  and  action  thereon. 

4.  Report  of  Treasurer,  and  action  thereon. 

5.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  and  action  thereon. 

6.  Reports  of  Special  Committees,  and  action  thereon. 

7.  Unfinished  business. 

8.  New  business. 

This  order  of  business  may  be  altered  by  the  President  in  his 
discretion  or  by  vote  of  the  majority  of  those  present. 

Article  XV. 

Amendments, 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Visiting 
Committee,  the  text  of  the  proposed  amendments  having  been  sent 
to  all  members  by  the  Secretary  two  weeks  previously.  To  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  action  upon  amendments,  not  less  than 
twenty  (20)  members  must  be  present. 
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BY- LA  WS 

OP  THB 

VISITING  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THX 

BOROUGHS  OF  MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BRONX- 


Article  I. 

Title  and  Objects. 

The  name  of  this  Committee  is  the  Visiting  Committee  for  the 
Boroughs  of  Manhattan  and  The  Bronx,  and  its  objects,  By-Laws, 
rules  and  regulations  must  be  in  accordance  with,  and  subordinate 
to,  the  Constitution  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee, 
of  which  it  forms  a  part. 

Article  II. 
Officers. 

The  oflScers  of  the  Borough  Committee  shall  be  a  Chairman,  a 
Vice-Chairman,  a  Treasurer  and  a  Secretary,  and  they  shall  per- 
form the  usual  duties  of  those  offices. 

The  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected 
for  the  year,  by  ballot,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Borough  Com- 
mittee, and  shall  be  ex-offtcio  members  of  all  Standing  Commit- 
tees. The  Secretary  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee 
shall  be  ex-offioio  Secretary  of  the  Borough  Committee.  The 
Borough  Committee  shall  meet  in  the  months  of  October,  Decem- 
ber, January,  March,  April  and  June,  on  the  fourth  Friday,  or 
on  such  other  day  in  said  months  as  the  Chairman  may  select. 

The  Chairman  may  call  special  meetings  of  the  Borough  Com- 
mittee at  discretion,  and  shall  do  so  upon  the  written  request  of 
three  members.  He  shall  appoint,  prior  to  the  annual  meeting,  a 
Committee  of  two  to  nominate  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  a  Committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Borough  Committee. 

The  Treasurer  shall  have  the  charge  of  all  funds  which  may  be 
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raised  by  the  Borough  Committee  for  any  special  purpose,  and 
shall  disburse  them  as  directed  by  the  Committee,  and  shall  ac- 
count for  them  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Borough  Commit- 
tee. Bills  incurred  for  purposes  authorized  by  the  Borough  Com- 
mittee shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  when  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Secretary. 

In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  an  elected  officer,  a 
successor  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  may  be  elected  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  by  ballot,  of  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting 
of  the  Borough  Committee,  one  week's  notice  of  such  election 
having  been  previously  given  in  writing  to  all  members  by  the 
^eretary. 

Article  III. 

Order  of  Business. 

The  following  shall  be  the  Order  of  Business  at  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  Borough  Committee : 

1.  The  Chairman  shall  open  the  meeting  by  reading  selections 
from  the  Scriptures. 

2.  The  Secretary  shall  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  preceding 
meeting.    Action  thereon. 

3.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  and  action  thereon. 

4.  Rei)orts  of  Special  Committees,  if  any,  and  action  thereon. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  New  business. 

Article  IV. 
Amendments. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  mem- 
bers present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Borough  Committee, 
two  weeks'  notice  of  such  intention,  with  the  text  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  having  been  previously  given  to  all  the  members  by 
the  Secretary.  To  constitute  a  quorum  at  this  meeting  fifteen 
members  of  the  Borough  Committee  must  be  present 

(Adopted  December  23,  1904.) 
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Mrs.  James  L.  Moboan, 
Miss  Sophie  Mesebolb, 
Miss  Paoeeb, 
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Mr.  Cabll  H.  De  Silveb, 
Dr.  Jesse  T.  Dubtea, 
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SECX>ND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

New  York  Gty  Visiting  Committee 

FORMERLY  THE 

New  York,  Kings  and  Richmond  County  Visiting  Committees 


TO  THE 


Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association* 


New  York  City,  October  1,  1905. 
To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association: 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Com- 
mittee submits  respectfully  its  Second  Annual  Eeport.  The 
work  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1905,  is  briefly  summarized,  and  the 
report  includes  also  a  review  of  the  improvements  and  adminis- 
tration of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  and  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Charities,  during  that  period,  and  of  their  condition  at 
the  date  of  this  report. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CITY  VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

Upon  November  29,  1904,  at  the  first  annual 
^^^J^^n^     meeting  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee, 

called  according  to  the  plan  adopted  at  the  meet- 
ing of  June  2nd,  1904,  the  Committee  re-elected  for  the  term  of  one 
year  the  officers  of  the  preceding  six  months,  whose  names  will 
be  found  in  the  list  of  officers  upon  a  preceding  page,  together 
with  the  three  elective  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  proposed  Constitution  was  presented  at  this  meeting,  by 
the  Committee  appointed  to  draft  it,  and  was  adopted  in  the  form 
printed  in  the  1904  report  of  the  Committee. 


12 

The  plan  of  organization  has  been  found  very 
neeUogs.       satisfactory,     and     the     Borough     Committees 

adopted,  and  have  carried  into  eflEect,  a  schedule 
which  provides  for  separate  monthly  meetings  of  the  Borough 
Committees,  except  in  November,  February  and  May,  when  quar- 
terly meetings  of  the  Committee  as  a  whole  are  held. 

These  joint  meetings  are  well  attended  by  members  of  the  re- 
spective Borough  Committees.  The  Chairmen  read  reports  of 
great  interest  and  find  an  attentive  audience. 

There  has  been  no  interference  with  the  indi- 
Reporu         vidual  work  of  the  Committees,  but  the  features 

of  the  work  of  the  various  County  Committees 
which  had  proven  very  valuable  after  years  of  experience  have 
been  adopted  by  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee,  and  are 
now  used  for  the  city  as  a  whole.  Notable  among  these  is  that 
of  frequent  written  reports  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Char- 
ities upon  the  condition  of  the  institutions  under  his  jurisdiction. 

Several  important  additions  have  been  made 
^^  **^^'*   f     to  the  list  of  advisory  members,  from  some  of 

whom  very  valuable  reports  have  been  secured. 
The  membership  of  the  Visiting  Committees  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Manhattan  and  The  Bronx,  and  for  Brooklyn  and  Queens,  has 
been  strengthened  considerably,  notably  in  the  case  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  that  for  Kings  County  Hos- 
pital. 

The  communications  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Reports*        Public  Charities  contained  unusually  important 

material,  presented  in  the  reports  of  the  Chair- 
men of  sub-committees.  Perhaps  the  most  striking  instance 
of  this  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  reports  presented  upon 
the  undesirable  commingling  of  children  with  adults,  and 
the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  tuberculous  patients  at 
Kings  County  Hospital,  where  they  overcrowded  even  the  gen- 
eral warda  A  graphic  word  picture  of  these  conditions  was  laid 
before  the  Commissioner,  and  we  feel  that  the  Committee's  report 
was  of  considerable  weight  with  him  in  his  decision  to  remove 
from  Kings  County  Hospital  substantially  all  the  tuberculous  pa- 
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tients  in  condition  for  transfer,  to  the  Tuberculosis  Inflrmary  at 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  and  to  other  institutions,  thus  leaving 
free  at  Kings  County  Hospital  a  separate  hospital  building  form- 
erly occupied  by  tuberculous  male  x)atients,  and  which  is  needed 
badly  to  receive  the  children's  service,  with  improved  classifica- 
tion. 

SUMMARY  OP   WORK  OP  PAST  YEAR. 

While  absolute  regularity  in  the  presentation  of  monthly 
letters  to  the  Board  and  to  the  Commissioner  has  not  been  found 
possible,  in  view  of  the  problems  of  reorganization,  the  extent  of 
territory  covered,  and  the  fact  that  the  Committee  did  not  have 
the  entire  time  of  its  Secretary,  nevertheless  the  communications 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals 
have  been  more  frequent  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the 
numerous  letters  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities  have 
covered  in  a  detailed  and  specific  manner  many  matters  of  im- 
portance, and  have  received  in  the  main  the  attention  which  their 
mii)ortance  deserved,  although  some  improvements  much  to  be 
desired  have  been  greatly  delayed. 

Frequent  visits  to  the  institutions  under  the 
visits.  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Commis- 
sioner have  been  made  by  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  reports  based  upon  their  observations  during  these 
visits  have  been  submitted  to  the  public  authorities  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  Departments,  and  to  the  authorities 
who  apportion  funds  for  their  support.  A  list  of  these  reports 
follows : 

RBPORTS. 

October  6,  1904,  a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in 
the  Department  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 

October  14,  1904,  a  statement  to  the  Board  of  E&timate  and 
Apportionment  with  respect  to  appropriations  needed  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Charities  and  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hos- 
pitals for  the  year  1905. 

October  21,  1904,  a  special  report    to    the    Commissioner    of 
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Public  Charities  on  the  distribution  of  population  in  the  Deport- 
ment of  Public  Charities  to  equalize  overcrowding  during  the 
winter  of  1904-05. 

October  21, 1904,  a  special  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Charities  on  the  condition  of  the  Tuberculosis  Inflrmary  on 
Blackwell's  Island. 

November  15,  1904,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
ment 

December  14,  1904,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
ment 

February  21,  1905,  a  special  communication  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Charities  in  regard  to  expenditures  which  might 
be  made  with  the  1904  betterment  fund  of  f250,000,  including  a 
special  report  (dated  February  10,  1905)  by  Wm.  J.  Baldwin, 
M.  E.,  upon  the  need  for  a  new  power  house  at  the  City  Hospital. 

March  7,  1905,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department 

March  15,  1905,  a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in 
the  Department  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 

April  14,  1905,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department 

April  24,  1905,  a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in 
the  Department  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 

June  9, 1905,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department 

July  27,  1905,  a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Tlrustees  of 
Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in 
the  Department  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 

July  27,  1905,  a  special  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  by  Hugh  Bonner,  Esq.,  on  Are 
protection  at  Bellevue  Hospital. 

August  4,  1905,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
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ment.     (Thirty-nine  typewritten  pages,  about  twelve  thousand 
words. ) 

September  15,  1905,  a  special  report  to' 'the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  HospitaiSj^'tiy'Sliff^  Bonner,  Esq.,  on  fire 
protection  at  Gouvemeur  Hospital."^  ^^^  '      ' 

September  15,  1905,  a  special  report '^o  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  by  Hugh  Bonner,  Esq.,  on  fire 
protection  at  Harlem  Hospital. 

September  15,  1905,  a  special  report  to  the  BoaM  of  Trustees 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  by  Hugh  Bonner,  Esq.,  on  fire 
protection  at  Fordham  Hospital. 

September  27,  1905,  a  special  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  by  Hugh  Bonner,  Esq.,  on  fire 
protection  in  the  new  buildings  at  Bellevue,  Gouvemeur,  Harlem 
and  Fordham  Hospitals,  including  also  the  service  buildings. 

The  first  of  these  reports  by  Mr.  Bonner,  dated 

EffSUJ.  *^"^y  ^"^^^^  ^^^^'  ^^^  respect  to  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, received  prompt  attention  by  the  Tinistees, 
as  indicated  by  the  following  quotation  from  the  letter  of  the  Hon. 
James  K.  Paulding,  Acting  President,  Board  of  Trustees,  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  dated  Sept.  8,  1905,  and  published  in  the 
City  Record  of  October  5,  1905,  page  8373 : 

"This  report  indicated  so  alarming  a  state  of  affairs  that  the 
Fire  Commissioner  was  requested  to  have  the  building  inspected 
and  report  on  its  condition.  The  General  Medical  Superintend- 
ent requested  the  officer  who  made  this  inspection  to  bear  in  mind 
in  his  recommendations  that  provision  had  been  made  for  a  new 
Bellevue  Hospital  and  that  the  present  building  would  be  occu- 
pied in  all  likelihood  but  six  or  eight  years  longer,  so  that  any 
alterations  would  be  in  the  nature  of  temporary  advantage  to  the 
City.  The  representative  of  the  Fire  Department,  however,  has 
made  recommendations  that  will  entail  extensive  alterations  and 
repairs,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  will  be  at  least  four  or 
five  years  before  the  portion  of  the  building  criticised  at  present 
can  be  entirely  vacated  of  patients,  we  feel  that  these  recommen- 
dations should  receive  careful  attention  at  your  hands." 

The  Trustees  requested  an  appropriation  of  $34,335.  The 
engineer  of  the  Department  of  Finance  recommended  that  an 
appropriation  of  $22,100  be  made,  and  the  Board  of  Estimate 
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accordingly  passed  a  resolution  on  the  29th  day  of  September 
appropriating  f21,100,  which  resolution  is  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  will  undoubtedly 
be  passed.*  This  recognition  of  the  value  of  the  expert  advice  so 
generously  contributed  to  the  Committee  and  Trustees  by  Mr. 
Bonner  is  very  gratifying. 

Printed   copies   of  the   statement  submitted 

Departmenui  ^^^er  date  of  Oct.  14,  1904,  to  the  Mayor  and 
Reviewed.  members  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment (see  above  list),  were  sent  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  and  others  interested  in  the  Department. 
The  statement  contained  a  careful  analysis  of  the  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  the  Departments  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  and 
of  Public  Charities  for  their  expenses  during  the  year  1905,  and 
the  statement  was  followed  up  with  remarks  by  the  President  of 
the  Committee  at  the  taxpayers'  hearing  before  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment,  the  members  of  which  gave  to  these 
remarks  closer  and  more  uninterrupted  attention  than  it  was  the 
fortune  of  any  of  the  other  speakers  of  the  day  to  secure. 

Copies  of  the  communications  to  the  Commissioner  have  been 
sent  to  the  Mayor,  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Apportionment,  to  keep  that  body  advised  of  current  needs  in  the 
Department,  as  observed  by  disinterested  visitors. 

The  expenses  of  the  Committee  have  increased 

Committee's     ^^^^  considerably,  owing  to  the  larger  number 

and  length  of  the  typewritten  and  printed  reports 
issued  by  the  Committee,  requiring  additional  time  from  the  Sec- 
retary and  the  stenographer,  with  the  increase  of  salaries,  rent 
and  other  expenses  incidental  thereto. 

On  December  1, 1905,  the  Treasurer  of  the  New  York  County 
Visiting  Committee,  having  first  been  duly  authorized  by  that 
Committee,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Central  Association,  transferred  the  balance  of  the  New  York 
County  Visiting  Committee,  f 210. 17,  to  the  treasury  of  the  New 
York  City  Visiting  Committee,  which  had  previously  assumed 

*  Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  17, 1906.    Approved  by  the  Mayor  October  84, 1906. 
Work  under  way  as  the  rei>ort  goes  to  press. 
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the  financial  responsibility    of    salaries,  office  rent    and    other 
expenses  from  that  date. 

The  income  of  the  Committee  has  been  increased  by  the 
generous  gift  from  an  unknown  donor,  through  Mrs.  William  B. 
Rice,  of  the  sum  of  f  5,000,  which  has  been  invested  by  the  Man- 
agers of  the  Association  according  to  the  terms  of  the  gift,  and 
the  income  of  which  will  be  available  for  the  use  of  the  City  Com- 
mittee. The  number  of  contributors  and  the  average  amount  of 
contributions  have  been  considerably  increased,  as  will  be  noted 
by  comparison  of  the  lists  of  contributors  during  recent  years, 
together  with  their  contributions.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
the  work  of  the  Committee  continues  to  interest  the  same  sub- 
scribers, to  whom  the  Committee  takes  this  opportunity  of  extend- 
ing its  acknowledgment  for  the  encouragement  and  substantial 
assistance  received. 

The  sub-committee  on  employment  for  the  in- 

Employment  for  fii'm  has  secured  additional  contributions  during 

the  Infirm.       the  past  year,  which  enabled  it  to  extend  its  work 

to  the  Brooklyn  Division  of  the  City  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm.  The  infirm  workers,  whose  skill  had  been  devel- 
oi)ed  in  making  bead  chains  and  belts,  have  been  taught  to  pro- 
duce more  substantial  articles,  such  as  fine  baskets,  shawls,  rugs 
and  hats,  of  excellent  quality.  With  the  proceeds  of  these  articles 
some  of  these  inmates  have  been  enabled  to  leave  the  Home 
and  start  afresh  in  outside  occupations.  Others  have  purchased 
artificial  limbs,  and  stilL  others  minor  luxuries.  A  stereopticon 
has  been  given  to  the  Committee  by  Miss  Helen  M.  Gould,  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  infirm  and  sick. 

Plans  have  been  completed  for  extension  of  the  work  of  em- 
ployment to  the  infirm  inmates  at  the  Cottage  Colony  on  Staten 
Island,  and  among  the  blind  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  if  the  neces- 
sary funds  shall  be  secured.  An  illustrated  leaflet,  describing  in 
greater  detail  this  work  and  its  progress,  may  be  obtained  upon 
application  at  the  office  of  the  City  Visiting  Committee. 
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PART  I.— BELLEVUE  AND  ALLIED  HOSPITALS.' 

Bellevue  Hospital,  Oouyerneur  Hospital, 

Emergency  Hospital,  Harlem  Hospital, 

Fordham  Hospital. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

j^      ^..  In  its  second  Annual  Report,  dated  February 

*  1st,  1874,  the  "Visiting  Committee  for  Bellevue 
and  other  Hospitals"  referred  to  the  unsuitability  of  Bellevue  for 
the  demauds  of  a  large  hospital.  "Having  been  originally  built 
for  an  almshouse,  its  arrangements  for  administrative  purposes 
are  very  defective,  &c."  A  special  Committee  of  the  State  Chari- 
ties Aid  Association  was  appointed,  with  experts  in  hospital  con- 
struction, and  presented  a  plan  for  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital 
on  the  present  site.  The  progress  of  asepsis  at  that  period  re- 
moved substantially  the  need  for  destruction  of  the  old  buildings, 
so  far  as  absolute  danger  from  infection  was  concerned,  but  the 
hindrances  to  proper  administration  have  caused  greatly  in- 
creased inconvenience  as  the  hospital  census  has  increased,  and 
the  number  of  segregated  buildings  has  grown. 

After  thirty-two  years,  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee, 
whose  field  of  activity  has  broadened  with  the  City's  growth  in 
hospitals,  can  report  to  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  that 
the  progressive  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hos- 
pitals has  at  last  secured  the  approval  of  the  City  authorities,  and 
the  initial  appropriation,  for  a  new  Bellevue  Hgspital,  and  we 
could  chronicle  the  actual  commencement  of  work  upon  a  group 
of  buildings  fully  adequate  in  plan  to  the  needs  of  the  Bellevue 
neighborhood  and  its  position  as  New  York's  great  central  hos- 
pital, were  it  not  that  two  contractors  are  fighting  for  the  con- 
tract. But  nevertheless  New  York  has  decided  that  a  new  Belle- 
vue shall  displace  the  old  with  its  unsavory  traditions,  some  de- 
served, but  the  greater  part  fortunately  obsolete. 

For  Pavilions  A  and  B,  to  hold  about  400  beds. 
First  Section,     ^g^  (|qq  ^^s  made  available  on  May  9,  1905,  by 

the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  after  concurrent  action  of  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 

*  For  statistics  see  pages  102  to  106. 


GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAU  SHOWING  NEW  WING  AND  STABLE. 
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this  first  section  of  the  new  hospital  will  occupy  the  Southeast 
corner  of  the  Bellevue  site  at  26th  Street,  near  the  East  River, 
displacing  the  existing  pavilions  containing  alcoholic  and  ery- 
sipelas wards.  The  patients  from  the  latter  will  in  part  occupy 
Ward  30,  while  others  will  be  accommodated  in  the  Ducker  cot- 
tages erected  on  the  Bellevue  grounds  as  an  emergency  provision 
early  in  the  year  1905.  It  is  expected  that  in  all  about  $8,000,000 
will  be  needed  to  complete  the  new  Bellevue  Hospital,  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  about  2,000  beds.  A  brief  description  of  the  plans  will 
be  found  under  the  heading  "Bellevue  Hospital"  on  page  25  of 
this  report. 

For  the  completion  o^  the  new  Harlem  Hos- 
Additions*™     pital,  the  main  building  of  which  presents  at  this 

date  a  substantially  finished  exterior,  an  appropri- 
ation of  $144,329.48  was  made  available  on  February  15,  1905,  to 
purchase  additional  land  between  136th  and  137th  Streets,  and 
upon  this  extension  (of  the  main  site,  which  faces  Lenox  Avenue) 
are  now  rising  the  walls  of  an  ambulance  and  stable  building  with 
dormitories  for  male  helpers,  and  a  power  plant,  laundry  and 
morgue  building  with  dormitories  for  female  helpers,  built  with 
an  appropriation  of  $213,000,  approved  February  28,  1905. 

Of  the  new  construction  scheduled  as  under 

CoMtrurtiin.  ^^^  ^^  ^^*'  ^'  ^^^*'  ^^^  sea-wall  at  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital has  been  completed,  the  new  wing  at  Gou- 
vemeur  Hospital  and  its  new  stable  are  well  advanced  and  the 
main  hospital  building  at  Harlem  Hospital  may  be  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy possibly  at  some  time  in  the  third  quarter  of  1906,  if  the 
power  house  shall  have  been  completed  and  equipped  within  that 
time,  which  seems  doubtful. 

At  the  new  Fordham  Hospital,  on  October  1,  1905,  as  shown 
by  pictures  opposite  pages  18,  38  and  39,  the  nurses'  home,  stable 
and  laundry  buildings  were  roofed  in  and  the  plastering  was 
nearly  completed,  and  the  roof  of  the  main  building  was  being  put 
in  place.  Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the 
drainage  beneath  the  power  house,  so  that  even  with  rapid  pro- 
gress upon  interior  construction  of  the  first  mentioned  buildings, 
their  availability  for  hospital  uses  may  be  long  delayed. 


20 

SUPPUBS. 

The  reports  from  our  visitors  show  in  general  that  supplies 
are  furnished  in  proper  quantities  and  with  reasonable  prompt- 
ness, even  when  the  very  heavy  and  unforeseen  increase  of  census 
has  caused  the  Board  to  face  a  probable  deficiency  of  f40,000  in 
the  supply  account.     The  quality  of  the  supplies  has  been  good. 

Prompt  deliveries  by  the  contractors  have  been  enforced  more 
rigidly;  also  the  strict  rejection  of  supplies  which  do  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  specifications. 

Special  investigations  as  to  possible  waste  of  food  supplies 
in  certain  dining  rooms  have  resulted  in  reports  favorable  to  the 
management. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Upon  February  1,  1905,  the  term  of  one  of 
Board  of  Trustees,  the  Trustees,  Mr.  Marcus  Stine,  as  a  member  of 

the  Board,  expired,  and  the  Mayor  appointed  Mr. 
Leopold  Stern  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Stine  for  private  reasons 
declined  the  request  of  the  Trustees  for  permission  to  present  his 
name  for  re-appointment. 

Dr.  Samuel  T.  Armstrong  was  appointed  on 
Saperlntendency.  j^j^  ^^^  ^^^^^  "General  Medical  Superintendent 

of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,"  after  an  open  competitive  ex- 
amination held  on  June  30,  1905,  by  the  Municipal  Civil  Service 
Commission  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  had  se- 
cured from  the  Aldermen  on  May  23d,  1905,  the  establishment  of 
the  position,  bearing  the  above  title,  with  a  salary  of  $6,000  per 
annum,  the  Mayor  approving  the  resolution  on  May  31st,  1905.  A 
house  and  maintenance  will  be  provided  by  the  Department  for 
the  Superintendent. 

Dr.  Armstrong  is  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  was 
educated  in  public  and  private  schools  and  graduated  from 
St.  Louis  University,  and  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College, 
now  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Washington  University.  He 
was  assistant  physician  in  the  St.  Louis  City  Hospital  and  the  St. 
Louis  Female  Hospital  from  1879-1880.  The  following  year  he 
passed  the  examinations  for  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital 
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Service  and  was  on  duty  in  the  Hospitals  in  New  Orleans,  Key 
West,  Memphis,  Stapleton,  New  York,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  re- 
signing his  commission  as  passed  assistant  surgeon  to  engage  in 
private  practice  in  New  York  City. 

Later  Dr.  Armstrong  was  appointed  visiting  physician  to  the 
Harlem  Hospital,  to  the  Willard  Parker  and  the  Riverside  Hos- 
pitals, New  York  City.  In  1898  he  was  commissioned  major  and 
brigade  surgeon.  United  States  Volunteers,  and  during  the  Span- 
ish-American war  was  in  charge  of  the  medical  wards  in  Key  West, 
Fla.,  was  chief  sanitary  inspector  of  the  Fourth  Corps  under  Sur- 
geon-General Robert  O'Reilly  and  later  was  chief  surgeon  of  the 
department  of  Puerto  Principe,  Cuba,  where  he  had  supervision  of 
hospitals,  surgeons  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  medical  de- 
partment. From  Cuba  Dr.  Armstrong  was  ordered  to  the  Philip- 
pines, where  he  was  assigned  as  chief  surgeon  of  the  District  of 
Negros,  subsequently  being  ordered  to  duty  as  chief  surgeon  of  the 
Third  District  of  Southern  Luzon.  In  1901  he  resigned  his  com- 
mission to  return  to  New  York  to  resume  his  professional  work. 
Since  then  for  a  time  he  was  connected  with  St  Bartholomew's 
Clinic  and  the  New  York  Polyclinic. 

The  Committee  agrees  with  the  statement  of  the  Trustees  that 
"To  deal  adequately  with  all  the  problems  at  present  confronting 
the  management  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  including  the 
plans  under  way  for  their  improvement  and  extension,  a  phy- 
sician of  large  experience  is  needed,  ♦  ♦  ♦  practised  in  the 
discipline  and  control  of  younger  doctors  like  those  compris- 
ing the  house  staffs  of  the  various  hospitals,  and  entirely  familiar 
with  the  requirements  of  modern  hospital  construction."  The 
establishment  of  this  position  is  a  very  considerable  administra- 
tive improvement,  and  the  successful  filling  of  the  place  by  open 
competitive  examination  is  a  great  triumph  for  the  merit  system 
as  applied  to  public  institutions. 

The  salary  of  the  Assistant  Superintendent 

Other  Changes  in  j^^^  ^^^^  increased  from  $2,000  to  $3,500  per  an- 
Salaries  and 
Positions.       num.     The  positions  of  Resident  Alienist,  with  a 

salary  of  $3,500,  and  Assistant  Resident  Alienist, 

with  a  salary  of  $1,500,  have  replaced  the  titles  of  Resident  and 
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Assistant  Resident  Physician,  in  the  Psychopathic  service.  Dr. 
Gregory,  who  acted  as  Superintendent  for  a  considerable  period 
during  the  absence  of  the  Assistant  Superintendent,  is  now  Resi- 
dent Alienist,  having  formerly  been  Assistant  Resident  Phy- 
sician. 

Dr.  Michael  J.  Thornton,  of  the  Manhattan  State  Hospital  at 
Central  Islip,  was  appointed  Assistant  Resident  Alienist  on  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1905,  having  been  certified  on  the  list  of  candidates 
eligible  to  this  position  by  the  Municipal  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion after  an  open  competitive  examination. 

Dr.  Paul  Waterman,  a  graduate  of  the  Bellevue  House  Staff, 
was  iappointed  Second  Assistant  Resident  Alienist  on  Septem- 
ber 15,  1905. 

Dr.  Alvin  M.  Pappenheimer  was  appointed  on 
Pathologists.     February  24,  1905,  Assistant  Pathologist,  the  ap- 

.  pointment  to  date  from  March  1st,  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Flournoy  was  on  March  24,  1905,  appointed  to  a  second 
position,  bearing  the  same  title,  which  carries  with  it  a  salary 
of  f  1,500  per  annum.  The  Trustees  consider  that  with  Dr.  Flour- 
noy's  appointment,  which  dates  from  April  1st,  1905,  "the  new 
department  of  pathology  is  fully  organized,  and  provision  is  made 
for  scientific  work  of  a  kind  recognized  and  provided  for  in  the 
best  hospitals  here  and  abroad."  On  December  2,  1904,  Dr. 
Charles  Norris,  the  Director  of  the  Pathological  Laboratories, 
was  given  a  seat  in  the  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  with- 
out the  privilege  of  a  vote. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Trustees 
Salaries  Reduced,  placed  in  effect  a  reduction  in  the  wages  of  em- 
ployees, as  the  salary  appropriation  for  1905  was 
insufficient  to  permit  existing  rates  to  be  maintained.  Accord- 
ingly, helpers  who  in  1904  were  paid  f40  i>er  month  or  less,  were 
paid  from  f  10  to  $25  less  in  January,  1905,  according  to  the  class 
of  their  positions  and  the  opportunity  for  improvement.  In  mak- 
ing this  reduction,  the  necessity  for  which  was  regretted  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  the  Trustees  stated  as  their  policy:  "Each 
succeeding  month  their  wages  are  to  be  raised,  if  their  work  is 
satisfactory,  until  they  receive  the  regular  rate."     The  Board  has 
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been  unable  as  yet  to  carry  out  this  policy  to  the  extent  desired 

by  the  Trustees,  even  in  the  case  of  very  meritorious  employees. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  sound  and  progressive  policy, 

initiated  by  the  Board,  of  paying  adequate  salaries  to  hospital 

helpers,  has  been  suspended. 

The  position  of  General  Insi>ector  of  Construc- 

General         ^Jq^  ^f  gellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  having  been 
Inspectors  off  ^  o 

Construction,    created,   and    an   open    competitive   examination 

held  on  Jan.  5,  1905 ;  on  April  12,  1905,  the  Mu- 
nicipal Civil  Service  Commission  established  an  eligible  list  for 
the  position.  On  April  21st,  an  Inspector  was  appointed  for 
Gouverneur  Hospital,  with  a  salary  of  |2,000,  to  take  office  on 
May  1, 1905,  and  on  June  1st  and  5th  similar  positions  were  filled, 
at  the  same  salary,  for  Harlem  and  Fordham  Hospitals  respec- 
tively. 

The  position  of  male  stenographer,  with  a  sal- 
nograp  ers.  ^^^  ^^  ^900,  and  that  of  female  stenographer,  with 

a  salary  of  $720,  were  established  in  February,  1905. 

CENSUS  AND   EMERGENCY   ACCOMMODATIONS. 

On  April  25,  1905,  the  census  of  patients  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
rose  to  1,077,  stated  to  be  the  highest  census  in  the  history  of 
Bellevue  Hospital,  but  the  overcrowding  which  this  would  have 
caused  ordinarily  was  obviated  by  measures  taken  in  1904  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  as  follows: 

Temporary  ^^  December  20,  1904,  the  Mayor  approved  a 

Additional  resolution  granting  the  Board  of  Trustees  f  15,000 
Pavilions.  to  purchase  without  public  letting  four  Ducker 
Cottages,  adding  about  112  beds  to  the  capacity  of  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, and  relieving  it  from  the  necessity  of  the  premature  trans- 
fers of  convalescent  patients,  mentioned  in  our  report  of  October, 
1904,  and  due  to  the  overcrowding  caused  by  the  increased  census. 
Two  of  these  pavilions  were  occupied  in  February,  and  the  other 
two  in  March,  1905,  the  first  by  convalescent  men,  the  second 
by  tuberculous  men,  and  third  by  tuberculous  women ;  and  to  the 
fourth  were  transferred,  early  in  May,  substantially  all  the  chil- 
dren having  meningitis  in  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals.     The 


percentage  of  recoveries  of  tliese  children  was  large,  under  the 
devoted  nursing  and  medical  attention  they  received,  supple- 
mented by  their  outdoor  life,  when  the  weather  permitted,  upon  a 
shaded  platform  upon  which  their  beds  w^ere  made  up,  adjacent 
to  their  pavilion. 

The  prompt  execution  of  this  plan  for  emergency  relief  reflects 
credit  upon  the  various  authorities  concerned. 

In  referring  to  these  pavilions  the  Trustees  say  in  their  quar- 
terly report  dated  April  1, 1905 : 

"The  assignment  of  one  of  these  buildings  to  the  purpose  of  a 
tuberculosis  ward  for  men  will,  it  is  hoped,  do  much  to  relieve 
the  strain  arising  from  lack  of  sufficient  room  for  these  cases, 
which  has  been  a  cause  of  complaint  in  the  past.  Many  advanced 
cases  of  consumption  come  to  Bellevue  straight  from  the  street, 
in  a  condition  too  precarious  to  admit  of  immediate  transfer  to 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital  on  BlackwelPs  Island.  These  cases 
must  frequently  be  cared  for  in  the  general  wards  of  the  hospital, 
where  they  are  sometimes  a  menace  to  the  health  of  other  patients 
being  cared  for  there.  The  opening  of  this  new  ward,  capable  of 
thorough  ventilation,  and  exposed  to  the  fresh  air  and  sunshine, 
will  be  an  excellent  place  for  these  patients,  beside  making  it 
possible  thoroughly  to  enforce  the  rule  against  admitting  them  to 
the  general  wards  of  the  hospital." 

DEPARTMENTAL  BUDGET. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  amounts  appropriated 
by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  for  the  use  of  the 
Department  during  the  years  1903,  1904  and  1905. 

Appropriations.  Amounts  Allowed. 

1903.  1904.  1905. 

Salaries    $173,820  00  $194,559  00  $210,000  00 

Supplies    364,660  78  347,721  78  350,460  78 

Alterations  and  repairs 26,000  00  18,500  00  16,000  00 

New  Ambulances,  horses,  etc 8,000  00  10,500  00  16,840  00 

Clothing  for  insane  patients 10,800  00  12,000  00  12,000  00 

Rents    12,300  00  15,600  00  10,600  00 


Total    $595,580  78    $598,880  78    $614,800  78 
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On  July  6,  1905,  the  Board  of  Trustees  re- 
c  ency.  quested  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  grant  an  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  to  be  applied  in  part  ($40,000)  to  meet  a  prob- 
able deficiency  arising  from  an  increase  of  6  per  cent,  in  the  census 
of  patients  at  Bellevue  during  the  preceding  six  months,  while 
f3,000  was  needed  for  the  salary  account  to  obtain  a  more  respon- 
sible and  efl&cient  class  of  men  as  stretcher  carriers  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  (as  noted  more  in  detail  elsewhere  in  this  report) ;  the 
remaining  $7,000  being  required  for  repairs  over  and  above  the 
amount  allowed  in  the  Department  Budget  for  the  year  1905.  A 
resolution  appropriating  $50,000  for  these  purposes  is  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  the  date  of 
this  report. 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  acute  diseases  with  wards  for  alcoholic  patients, 
sick  prisoners  and  the  examination  of  the  alleged  insane. 

Built  1811-15. 

Situation,  between  26th  and  28th  Streets,  First  Avenue  and  East 
River. 

Size  of  grounds,  approximately  s%  acres. 

Number  of  buildings,  20. 

Number  of  beds,  1,072. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1905,  720. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  October  i,  1905,  382. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  medical  board  of  32  visiting  physicians 
and  surgeons,  and  a  house  staff  of  51  physicians  and  surgeons, 
and  3  resident  alienists  for  the  psychopathic  wards. 

Nurses  and  Supervisors  furnished  by  the  Bellevue  Training  School 
(female)  and  the  Mills  Training  School  (male). 

NEW  BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

The  first  section  of  the  new  hospital  will  con- 
Pa  viiions  *'  A  " 

and  "B."        ^^®^  ^^  ^  southeast  wing  comprising  "Pavilions  A 

and  B,"  for  which  contracts  were  awarded  on  July 
18,  1905,  to  the  John  H.  Parker  Co.,  amounting  to  f 599,825,  but 
their  execution  has  been  delayed  by  litigation  with  a  rival  bidder. 

■^1  I  ■  II  ■  I,  ,1  III  ■  ■  ■    ■    ■  I       II  H     I  I  I  - 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  108. 
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It  is  planned  that,  with  twenty-four  patients 

^*       'in  each  ward,  the  ceilings  of  which  will  be  thirteen 

feet  high,  about  1,400  cubic  feet  of  air  space  will  be  available  for 

each  individual,  the  total  capacity  of  this  first  section  being  about 

400  beds. 

Viewed  from  the  river,  the  two  pavilions  or  wings  will  form  a 
court  open  towards  the  east,  while  at  the  west  a  structure  of  the 
same  height  as  the  wings  (seven  stories)  connects  them,  and  will 
provide  rooms  for  administration  purposes.  A  loggia  will  connect 
the  wings  at  the  river  end,  having  several  bridge-like  stories  in 
communication  with  the  wards,  for  the  use  of  the  patients.  Many 
balconies  are  also  provided,  and  roof  gardens  upon  each  wing,  to 
be  used  by  the  patients  in  the  upper  wards. 

Some  departure  from  the  use  now  planned  for  the  respective 
portions  of  the  first  section  may  be  necessitated  when  it  shall  be 
ready  for  occupancy,  but  it  is  intended  to  provide  substantially 
the  following  service: 

Six  observation  rooms  for  children,  having  a 
total  of  40  beds;  diet,  linen,  bath  and  toilet 
rooms;  and  a  male  medical  ward  and  service  rooms,  all  in  the 
wings;  also,  in  the  administration  portion,  a  clinical  laboratory, 
a  teaching  room  for  students,  two  "rest  rooms,"  and  a  storeroom 
for  patients'  clothing,  etc.  There  will  be  a  teaching  room  on 
each  floor,  for  clinical  instruction. 

Male  medical  wards,  convalescent  wards,  diet 
room,  quiet  room,  clinical  laboratory  and  service 
room. 

ad,  3d  and  4th  gi^  wards  for  women  patients. 

Floors, 
Fifth  and  Sixth         Wards  for  tuberculous  patients,  both  men  and 

Floors.  women. 

This  southeast  section  will  be  a  small  part  of  the  new  hospital 
which,  when  completed,  is  planned  to  contain  seventy-five  wards, 
with  2,000  beds.  Brick,  with  limestone  trimmings,  is  to  be  the 
material  used.  The  main  kitchen  will  bo  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  new  hospital,  probably  on  the  newly  acquired  property 
above  Twenty-eighth  street,  and  may,  with  the  power  plant,  be  the 
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First  Floor. 
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next  portion  built.     Until  its  erection,  use  will  be  made  of  the 
present  main  power  plant,  and  main  kitchen. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Numerous  improvements  have  been  made  in 

Qrounds  "*^  ^^^  ^^^  kitchen  building,  including  a  new  iron 

outside  shelter  to  receive  the  garbage  cans  for- 
merly kept  within  the  kitchen,  where  a  much  better  arrangement 
of  space  has  been  effected,  and  the  equipment  of  tables,  shelves, 
etc.,  improved,  a  small  clothes  room  for  employees  made  avail- 
able, and  new  windows  provided  to  permit  better  ventilation. 
Bins  for  each  kind  of  vegetable  have  been  furnished,  nothing  is 
kept  upon  the  floor,  and  as  a  result  of  these  improvements  better 
order  can  be,  and  is,  maintained. 

The  stewards'  dining  room  has  been  enlarged  and  renovated 
and  also  the  small  dining  room  for  officers.  The  drain  from  the 
main  kitchen  has  been  carried  to  a  trap  in  the  open  court,  where 
it  can  be  readily  reached  and  cleaned. 

A  metal  ceiling  has  been  put  up  on  Ward  3,  in  place  of  an  old 
and  badly  cracked  plaster  ceiling.  A  new  extractor  has  been  pur- 
chased for  the  laundry.  In  the  dressing  room,  a  telephone  has 
been  installed  for  the  convenience  of  the  house  staff.  Ward  43, 
formerly  used  as  a  dormitory  for  female  helpers,  has  been  turned 
into  a  lumber  room,  and  closets  have  been  partitioned  to  receive 
stores  and  vegetables  formerly  stored  in  hot  and  unsuitable 
places.  To  relieve  the  overcrowding  in  the  dormitory  for  male 
employees,  the  old  boiler  room  beneath  the  pathological  labora- 
tory is  being  cleaned  out  and  will  be  converted  into  a  dormitory, 
with  bathroom  and  toilet,  new  flooring,  metal  ceiling,  etc. 

The  pathological  laboratory  and  the  examining  room  for  the 
tuberculosis  clinic  have  been  completed.  Ward  34  has  been  en- 
larged by  cutting  down  some  partitions,  and  the  plumbing  in  this 
and  other  wards  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  under  a  contract 
for  over  f2,000  awarded  late  in  1904.  The  tents  on  the  hospital 
grounds  have  been  covered  with  wooden  roofs  and  these  have  been 
found  much  more  satisfactory  than  the  canvas  ones. 

The  question  of  the  advisability  of  installing  vacuum  sweeping 
systems  in  the  new  hospitals  is  under  discussion. 
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2v  new  tennis  court  was  made  for  the  doctors,  east  of  the 
psychopathic  pavilion,  instead  of  that  displaced  by  one  of  the 
Ducker  pavilions.  The  quarters  for  the  house  staff  being  over- 
crowded, a  furnished  room  outside  the  hospital  was  rented  for  two 
members  of  the  staff. 

SUPPLIES. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
the  linen  throughout  the  Hospital,  as  the  result  of  special  efforts 
in  this  direction  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training  School. 
Clothing  of  a  better  grade  for  the  patients  in  the  psychopathic 
wards  is  now  purchased;  also  shoes  and  overcoats  for  the  out 
patients  in  the  tuberculosis  wards. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

_  .  Patients  suffering  from  coma  or  poison,  if  not 

Poison  and  Coma 

Qjg^^         under  arrest,  may  be  treated  m  the  general  wards 

in  accordance  with  a  rule  adopted  early  in  1&05, 

instead  of  being  assigned  to  the  alcoholic  wards,  as  had  been  the 

custom. 

In  May,  1905,  the  service  in  the  women's  prison 

Police  ward  was  improved  by  the  substitution  of  two 

natrons.  _.  ^      .,  ,.  ,    .     ., 

police  matrons  for  the  policemen  on  duty  there  up 

to  that  time.    Three  patrolmen  were  thus  liberated  for  duty  else- 
where. 

Barrels  of  spirits,  formerly  stored  alongside 
Minor         y^^  north  wall  of  the  hospital,  have  been  removed 
to  a  position  where  their  ignition  would  be  less  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  hospital.     The  electrical  wiring  now 
receives  the  attention  of  a  special  watchman  at  least  once  a  fort- 
night. 

After  consultation  with  the  Corporation  Ooun- 

Access  to  Wards  sel,  the  Trustees  have  arranged  for  the  exclusion 

and  Records,      from  the  hospital  of  such  lawyers  or  other  persons 

as  were  suspected  of  seeking  to  abuse  the  credulity 
of  sufferers  from  accidents,  and  have  forbidden  the  signing  of 
documents  in  the  wards  without  the  written  approval  of  the 
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Superintendent  or  his  representative.     The  Trustees  have  also 

been  upheld  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  in  their  position  that 

newspaper  reporters  should  be  denied  access  to  the  contents  of 

the  record  room,  on  the  ground  that  the  records  are  privileged 

communications  between  doctors  and  patient. 

On  January  20,  1905,  the  Mayor  approved  the 

Hebrew         establishment    of    an    additional    salaried    chap- 
Chaplain.  ^ 

laincy,  to  enable  the  appointment  of  a  Hebrew 

chaplain,  there  now  being  three  chaplains. 

A  suggested  plan  to  appoint  consulting  eye, 

Medical  and     ear,  throat  and  skin  specialists  was  reported  ad- 

^Services.  ^     tersely  by  the  Medical  Board  as  unnecessary  at 

present.  During  the  year  there  was  complaint  of 
the  incomplete  character  of  histories  sent  by  private  hospitals, 
with  patients  transferred  to  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals.  An 
effort  is  being  made  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  private  insti- 
tutions in  forwarding  the  needful  facts,  a  circular  having  been 
issued  setting  forth  the  data  required.  By  a  new  rule,  daily  visits 
of  physicians  and  surgeons  serving  on  the  Medical  Board  are 
required,  during  their  term  of  service,  and  the  terms  of  appoint- 
ments are  limited  to  one  year. 

We  quote  as  follows  from  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  with  respect  to  the  psychopathic  service: 

"A  communication  requesting  information  concerning  the 
probable  saving  of  expense  to  the  psychopathic  wards  by  the 
establishment  of  a  psychopathic  hospital  in  the  city,  was  received 
by  the  Board  at  its  meeting  of  Jan.  5,  1905,  and  reply  was  made 
that,  provided  the  new  institution  is  established  according  to  the 
plans  outlined  by  its  managers,  and  provided  that  necessary 
changes  are  effected  in  the  Lunacy  Law,  a  large  reduction  in 
expense  to  the  present  wards  may  be  confidently  anticipated. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  further  expressed  its  opinion  that  such  an 
institution  is  needed  for  the  care  of  the  City's  insane. 

"An  opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  on  the  duties  of 
the  Board  in  the  custodianship  of  the  alien  insane  has  not  in  any 
way  changed  the  status  of  these  unfortunates.  The  Board  is 
glad  to  co-operate  with  the  State  Board  of  Alienists  wherever 
this  can  be  arranged." 
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The  music  box  in  the  psychopathic  ward  for  women  having 
produced  an  excellent  effect  upon  the  inmates,  one  has  been  pur- 
chased for  the  men's  ward. 

At  the  date  of  this  report,  the  special  staff  of 
Receiving  receiving  physicians  so  long  desired  for  the  re- 
ceiving room,  to  relieve  the  house  staff  from  duty 
there,  has  not  been  secured,  owing  to  the  limited  remuneration 
($600  i)er  annum)  available  for  each,  and  the  absence  of  an 
eligible  list  Efforts  to  arrange  a  practical  plan  for  such 
service  are,  however,  maturing,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
receiving  department  seems  to  have  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  A  male  graduate  nurse  was 
assigned  to  the  reception  office  at  the  end  of  1904  to  assist  in 
the  reception  and  examination  of  patients,  with  benefit  to  the 
order  of  the  office.  The  trustees  desire  to  secure  a  first-class  man 
to  take  charge,  also  a  trained  nurse  (woman),  and  a  better  class 
of  young  men  to  act  as  stretcher  carriers.  They  have  asked  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  grant  an  additional  allowance  of  |3,000  to 
the  present  salary  account,  to  provide  salaries  which  will  attract 
desirable  incumbents  for  the  above  positions. 

In  July,  1905,  Miss  Harriette  Gorton,  dietitian 

DeDartment.  ^^  ^^^  Department,  resigned,  and  one  of  the  as- 
sistant superintendents  of  the  training  school  has 
been  in  charge  of  diets,  also  of  the  employees'  mess,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  steward.  Until  Jan.  1,  1905,  only  the  wards 
of  the  First  Medical  Division,  26,  27  and  31,  were  supplied 
with  special  diets  from  the  diet  kitchen,  where  one  nurse 
worked  under  the  direction  of  the  dietitian,  and  two  meals 
each  day  were  furnished  for  an  average  of  eighteen  children  in 
Ward  16.  During  the  first  half  of  1905,  the  special  diets  were 
supplied  to  an  increasing  number  of  wards  until  all  received 
special  diets  whenever  needed,  including  the  babies'  tent,  and  the 
alcoholic,  tubercular  and  psychopathic  wards. 

During  the  period  above  mentioned,  a  maid  attended  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  kitchen  and  utensils,  under  the  direction  of  the 
nurse  in  training,  upon  whom  devolved  the  planning  of  the  day's 
work,  ordering  of  supplies    and  sending  out  orders.     A  second 
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nurse  was  allowed  on  February  1.  Each  of  these  young  women 
remained  on  duty  six  weeks,  of  which  the  first  three  weeks  were 
spent  as  assistant  in  care  of  supplies,  ice  box,  etc.,  all  under  the 
direction  of  the  dietitian. 

Frequently  five  hundred  orders  are  now  filled  in  a  single  day. 
Koumiss  is  now  supplied  by  the  diet  kitchen,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  entire  supply  for  the  hospital  can  be  prepared  there. 

The  work  of  the  ten  nurses  detailed  for  this  duty  is  stated  by 
the  dietitian  to  have  been  excellent.  Several  who  came  unable 
to  prepare  the  simplest  dishes,  left  with  sufficient  knowledge  to 
prepare  almost  any  food  needed  by  a  sick  or  convalescent  patient. 
Without  exception  all  showed  great  earnestness  and  interest  in 
the  work. 

The  Committee  has  received  more  than  one 
^^atSlte  ^'      favorable  report  from  friends  of  patients,  as  to 

the  attention  given  by  nurses  and  doctors  in  Belle- 
vue  Hospital.  One  friend  who  visited  a  patient  for  several  hours 
almost  every  day  during  three  weeks  in  midsummer,  has  said : 

"During  the  three  weeks  that  H.  has  been  at  Bellevue  I  have 
only  missed  one  day  from  visiting  him.  They  have  been  particu- 
larly kind  in  caring  for  H.  and  giving  him  proper  nourishment, 
chicken  broth,  beef  tea,  vichy  and  milk,  and  everything  that  could 
tempt  his  appetite.  The  chicken  broth  smelled  of  chicken.  That 
chicken  could  not  prove  an  alibi.  On  two  occasions,  when  I  was 
there,  a  nice  dish  of  baked  custard  was  given  him.  Dr.  E.  con- 
sulted his  happiness  in  eveiy  way.  ♦  ♦  ♦  When  the  night 
nurse  (male)  came  on,  he  went  around  the  entire  ward,  examin- 
ing the  cards  and  shaking  hands  or  speaking  a  friendly  word  to 
such  patients  as  were  in  a  condition  to  receive  same.  When  a 
patient  wished  anything,  he  would  call  and  receive  immediate 
attention,  and  would  get  what  he  wanted. 

"When  the  delirious  men  are  fed,  they  often  manage  to  spill 
milk  and  vichy  over  the  pillow  cases  and  the  bed,  so  that  the 
attendants  have  to  change  the  pillow  cases,  and  sometimes  put  an 
extra  piece  under  their  bed.  This  was  done  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully. Nice  white  spreads  are  furnished  and  on  cool  nights  they 
put  blankets  on." 

On  January  4,  a  Kindergarten  class,  forming 
Kindergarten.     ^  ^^  ^j  ^^^  p^^j.^   ^^j^^j   system    (annex   of 
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School  14,  Manhattan )  was  started  by  the  Board  of  Education  in 
Ward  7,  some  children  being  brought  from  Wards  1  and  16  also. 
The  class  numbers  about  thirty,  boys  and  girls,  some  at  the  table, 
the  rest  in  bed,  and  seems  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  successful, 
working  from  1.30  to  3.30  P.  M.  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher, 
who  is  there  from  1  to  4.  The  program  comprises  songs,  a  talk, 
building  blocks  and  play  occupation,  which  may  consist  of  draw- 
ing, weaving,  cutting  and  pasting  or  folding.  The  children  have 
been  taken  frequently  on  drives,  by  the  Crippled  Children's  Driv- 
ing Fund.  A  delightful  treat  was  given  by  the  Barnum  &  Bailey 
Circus  Co. 

On  February  7,  1905,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
Nurses.         adopted   a   resolution   appropriating   $20,000   to 

provide  additional  nurses,  made  necessary  by  the 
increased  census  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  additional  quarters 
for  the  nurses.  This  was  sent  to  the  Mayor,  and  not  receiving 
his  approval,  took  effect  without  the  same  on  February  21, 
1905.  Twenty  additional  nurses  have  been  secured  with  this 
appropriation,  and  on  April  12,  1905,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  approved  a  lease  of  No.  212  East  Twenty-sixth 
Street,  and  this  lease  has  been  signed,  dating  from  August  1,  1905. 
The  building  is  to  be  reconstructed  to  receive  the  nurses. 

BELIiBVUB  TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

On  March  24, 1905,  the  Board  of  Trustees  requested  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  to  pass  a  resolution  appropriat- 
ing $540,000  for  the  acquisition  of  additional  land  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  building  thereon  for  the  Bellevue  Training  School, 
but  this  resolution  was  laid  over  "for  a  week,"  and  has  not  thus 
far  been  taken  up  for  action  by  the  Board  of  Estimate.* 

Below  is  an  extract  from  an  interesting  report  by  the  Man- 
agers of  this  school : 

"The  Board  of  Managers  has  thought  it  unwise  for  the  present 
to  commence  the  building  of  a  new  Nurses'  Home.  The  land  pur- 
chased for  this  purpose  last  year  in  the  rear  of  the  present  build- 
ing is  not  lying  idle.  It  secures  our  property  from  a  threatened 
nuisance,  gives  us  necessary  light  in  our  present  houses,  and 

*On  December  SiO,  1906,  tbe  Board  of  Bstimate  approved  the  issue  of  $244,000  for  the  above  purpose. 
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yields  from  rentals  approximately  fl20  a  month.  Two  apart- 
ments in  East  Twenty-seventh  Street  have  been  secured  for  tem- 
porary use,  until  a  more  suitable  home  can  be  provided  for  the 
additional  nurses  made  necessary  by  the  increased  census. 

"Our  nurses  have  been  aided  in  their  work  by  the  improved 
equipment  of  their  class  room.  Valuable  charts  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  three  excellent  microscopes  contributed.  Books  of 
reference  have  been  bought  for  the  Nurses'  Library  in  the  Home, 
and  a  separate  study  room  provided  for  their  use.  Two  lectures 
on  Sociology  were  given  during  the  year  to  the  pupils  and 
Alumnae,  one  by  Hon.  Homer  Folks,  the  other  by  Mrs.  Kelley. 
Applications  have  been  received  by  the  School  for  Nurses  to  fill 
forty  hospital  positions.  The  work  of  our  nurses  in  the  Alcoholic 
Ward  for  women  has  been  facilitated  and  the  conditions  for 
patients  improved  by  the  removal  of  partitions,  an  increase  in  the 
size  of  the  sitting  room  and  the  provision  of  two  dormitories  in 
place  of  single  rooms.  Four  new  pavilions  were  opened  in  the 
spring,  three  for  convalescent  patients  and  one  for  meningitis 
cases.  Our  nurses  worked  unflaggingly  in  the  latter,  but  none 
were  affected  by  the  disease.  An  Instructor  of  Probationers  has 
been  employed  during  the  greater  part  of  this  year,  making  it 
possible  to  give  probationers  daily  lessons. 

"The  district  nursing  of  the  tuberculous  in  their  homes  has 
been  extended,  and  an  additional  nurse  provided  for  the  Harlem 
Hospital  district,  working  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Damer. 

"A  class  of  sixteen  nurses  graduated  in  January,  1905.  The 
general  health  of  all  the  nurses  and  heads  of  Departments  has 
been  excellent  during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mild 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  which  were  sent  to  the  Min- 
tum  Hospital,  to  the  authorities  of  which  we  are  greatly  indebted 
for  most  kind  and  courteous  treatment.  During  the  summer, 
vacations  have  been  given  to  the  greater  part  of  the  pupil  nurses, 
and  all  the  Assistant  Superint^^ndents  and  the  graduate  head 
nurses  have  been  awav  for  a  much-needed  rest. 

a.' 

"During  the  summer  many  flowers  have  been  received  from 
out  of  town  and  distributed  by  our  nurses  throughout  the  wards. 
The  Edith  Summer  Home  has  been  used  and  enjoyed  by  both  our 
graduate  and  pupil  nurses  to  an  unusual  extent  this  summer. 

"The  hospital  children,  together  with  many  adults,  have  bene- 
fited by  transfer  to  the  Convalescent  Homes  at  Rhinecliff,  Sea- 
cliff,  Coney  Island  and  Miss  Iselin's  Home  at  Tuckahoe,  and  by 
contributions  of  various  kinds  for  patients  both  in  Bellevue  and 
the  Emergency  Hospital." 
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TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  MEN  NURSES. 

The  male  nurses  from  this  School  have  done  hard  and  excel- 
lent work  during  the  past  year,  in  one  instance  a  head  nurse 
having  entire  charge  of  twenty  patients  for  several  days. 

BMBRGBNOY  HOSPITAL. 

The  Emergency  Hospital  has  done  its  good  work  as  usual 
under  the  disadvantages  of  its  inadequate  building.  Some  slight 
improvements,  however,  have  been  made  in  its  comforts.  Two 
cans  for  sterilized  water  have  been  received  and  a  number  of 
instruments  for  the  operating  room.  The  patients  have  benefited 
by  gifts  from  outside  sources,  and  as  always  have  been  helped 
and  guided  by  the  interest  taken  in  them  by  the  supervising  nurse. 

There  have  been  247  admissions  during  the  year,  but  only  two 
adult  and  seven  infant  deaths,  a  very  small  proportion  consider- 
ing the  condition  of  patients  when  received  and  the  fact  that 
amongst  this  number  there  have  been  twenty-eight  abnormal  cases. 

■ 

By  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  instruction  in  plain  cooking  is 
given  to  the  waiting  women  once  a  week  by  a  skilled  cook. 

GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  acute  cases. 
Opened  1885;  rebuilt  1897-1900;  1903 — . 
Situation,  Gouvemeur  Slip  and  East  River. 
Number  of  buildings,  three  (the  new  and  old  hospital  buildings  and 

a  rented  stable). 
Number  of  beds,  102. 
Number  of  patients  October  i,  1905,  66. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  59. 
Chief  executive  officer,  a  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  Service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  thirteen  and  a  house 

staff  of  eight  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

School,  Blackwell's  Island. 


*  For  statistics,  see  page  105. 
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STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  high  iron  fence  has  been  erected  around  the 
Pavins.         front  and  sides  of  the  hospital,  and  its  utility 

already  shown  on  the  occasion  of  a  runaway,  when 
the  horse  would  undoubtedly  have  fallen  into  the  front  areaway 
had  not  the  fence  stopped  him.  The  streets  at  the  sides  and  rear 
of  the  buildings  have  been  paved  with  asphalt  blocks,  by  which 
the  hospital  has  been  relieved  to  a  considerable  degree  of  the  noise 
of  traffic. 

The  construction  of  the  new  wing,  which  is 
"   ^  ^^*        far  from  ready  for  occupation  at  the  date  of  this 
report,  has  been  accompanied  by  reconstruction  of  portions  of  the 
other  wing  and  the  main  building,  although  no  interior  improve- 
ments have  been  brought  to  completion. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

The  noise  and  dirt  from  the  building  opera- 

Disturtiaiices. 


Excess  ve        tions   have   been   almost    continuous,   and   until 


urged  by  the  hospital  authorities,  the  workmen 
and  contractors  did  not  provide  the  simplest  precautions  to  avoid 
disturbance  of  the  patients  and  service.  On  at  least  one  occasion 
the  steam  was  turned  off  for  two  days,  so  that  the  sterilizers  in 
the  oi)erating  room  were  out  of  service,  washing  and  ironing  pre- 
vented, and  the  elevator  could  not  be  used.  Indeed,  the  unfortu- 
nate experience  of  this  active  emergency  hospital  under  recon- 
struction leads  the  Committee  to  suggest  that  a  stringent  set  of 
rules  should  be  laid  down  governing  building  operations  in  hos^ 
pitals  in  service.  The  specifications  of  contracts  for  such  work 
should  be  drawn  and  enforced  to  cover  more  exactly  such  con- 
tingencies as  the  interference  with  the  steam  and  water  supplies, 
the  disposition  of  rubbish,  etc.  The  progress  of  the  work  has  been 
slow  and  the  quantity  deficient 

Opposite  page  19  will  be  found  a  photograph  of  the  hospital, 
showing  the  new  wing  (at  the  left) ,  the  new  stable,  dormitory  and 
morgue  building,  and  the  new  fence,  as  they  appeared  on  Oct  1, 
1905. 


36 


ADMINISTRATIYB  IHPB0YEMHNT8. 


AMistaat  '^^^  creation  of  the  position  of  Assistant  Super- 

Svpcrvisiog      vising  Norse  has  been  of  advantage  in  the  admin- 

Nane.         istration  of  the  hospital  and  has  made  possible 

the  maintenance  of  a  fair  degree  of  orderliness  even  during  the 

difficulties  of  reconstruction. 

By  a  grant  of  f40  per  month  to  each  of  two 
Tabercalosis     physicians  employed  in  the  tuberculosis  clinic  of 

the  Out-Patient  Dei)artmenty  the  Committee  on 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  (C.  O.  S-),  enabled  the  Gtouvemeur 
authorities  to  continue  the  services  of  these  physicians  for  a  period 
of  six  months.  The  work  accomplished  was  excellent,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  grant  could  not  be  renewed.  The  physicians,  how- 
ever, have  continued  to  serve  without  compensation. 

After  consideration,  the  question  of  extending 
^BteWct^      the  ambulance  district  of  the  hospital  to  include 

the  Fifth  Precinct  was  decided  in  the  negative 
until  after  completion  of  the  new  wing. 

In  May,  many  children  suffering  from  menin- 
Chlldren'5       g^jg  ^r^^e  transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  where 

Suspended.      ^°^  ^^  *^^  ^^^  Ducker  pavilions  afforded  better 

opportunities  for  their  isolation  and  treatment  in 
the  open  air.  Owing  to  an  unfortunate  recrudescence  of  the  old 
prejudice  against  Bellevue  Hospital,  the  parents  and  friends  of 
some  of  the  children  declined  to  avail  of  what  proved  to  be  a 
decided  boon  for  those  transferred.  When  work  was  started  upon 
the  basement  of  the  old  wing,  use  was  made  of  the  children's  ward 
for  the  Out-Patient  Department,  and  practically  all  the  children 
were  transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital  in  July,  1905. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  covered  by 
Census.         this  report  the  census  at  Gouverneur  Hospital  was 

higher  than  in  the  preceding  twelve  months.  Dur- 
ing the  months  of  June  and  July  it  rose  to  over  100  frequently. 
On  April  7th,  11th  and  27th,  1905,  the  census  reached  122,  and 
the  use  of  stretchers  in  the  wards  was  of  common  occurrence. 
The  dispensary  service  has  increased  greatly  also,  having  risen 
from  45,947  in  1901,  to  73,339  in  1904.    For  the  month  of  April, 
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1905,  the  ambulance  calls  at  Gouvemeur  averaged  20  a  day,  as 
compared  with  21  at  Bellevue,  10  at  Harlem,  and  3  at  Fordham. 
During  the  first  six  months  of  1905,  the  ambulance  calls  at 
Gouverneur  averaged  16  a  day.  An  additional  ambulance  driver 
has  been  allowed,  increasing  the  number  to  four. 


HARLEM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  January  i8»  1887. 

Situation,  120th  Street  and  East  River. 

Number  of  buildings,  8. 

Number  of  beds,  53. 

Number  of  patients  October  i,  1905,  48. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  39. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  twelve  and  a  house  staff 

of  five  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

SchooL 


The  contract  term  for  the  new  hospital  proper 
ew    osp     .    ^^pjj,^^  Q^  March  21,  1905,  but  it  is  probable  that 

the  hospital  with  its  service  buildings  will  not  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy until  a  year  from  the  date  of  this  report.  As  noted  on 
page  19,  that  portion  of  the  plant  of  this  hospital  now  under 
construction,  when  completed,  will  include  three  buildings, 
grouped  upon  the  north,  east  and  west  sides  of  the  half  block 
extending  eastward  from  Lenox  Avenue,  between  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  Streets. 
Space  has  been  left  for  a  nurses'  home,  to  complete  the  south  side 
of  the  quadrangle,  and  an  east  wing  may  be  added  to  the  main 
building,  of  which  the  central  portion  is  arranged  for  administra- 
tive purposes. 

*  For  statisticB,  see  page  100. 
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A  tunnel  runs  from  the  Administration  Si 

^^TIL^^^"^*    ing  to  the  building  containing  the  po^nrer  i>l 

norznt^^      laundry  and  morgue.    This  building  will   incl 

dormitory  accommodations  for  female  helpers 
charge  of  the  housekeeper,  for  whom  also  a  room  is  prodded. 

The  male  helpers  will  have  dormitories   ^ 
^^■JJf  ^  '^•■'*  rooms  in  the  separate  building  on  One  Hund: 

and  Thirty-seventh  Street,  which  contains  the  s 
bulance  house  and  stable. 
electric  Ucht.  ^^^  advisability  of  constructing  and  opera  ti 

a  local  electric  light  plant  having  been  questionc 
the  Board  of  Trustees  decided  unanimouslv  that  it  sliould  be  i 
eluded  in  the  i)Ower  plant  The  Committee  believes  this  pr 
vision  to  be  in  the  interest  of  economy. 

IMPBOV£3MBNTS  IN  PRBBBNT  HOSPITAL. 

New  treads  have  been  placed  upon  the  stair 
way  in  the  main  building  and  metal  ceilings  in 
stalled  where  needed.     Considerable  painting  was  accomplished 
upon  the  interiors. 

The  daily  allowance  of  milk  to  the  tuberculosis 
^  "         ^*'  clinic  has  been  increased  to  twelve  quarts,  with 
one  case  of  eggs. 

^  ^,   ,  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  each 

Service.        physician  and  surgeon  upon  the  Medical  Board 

may  have  at  least  three  months  of  continuous  ser- 
vice, to  give  the  doctors  better  opportunity  of  studying  individual 
patients.  This  is  to  the  interest  of  doctor  and  patient  alike.  To 
permit  this  arrangement  the  number  of  the  members  on  the  Medi- 
cal Board  has  been  diminished,  following  the  death  of  a  visiting 
physician,  to  whom  no  successor  was  appointed. 

The  enforcement  of  discipline  in  the  case  of 
Patients*  Inter-  one  of  the  members  of  the  house  staff,  far  improper 
ests  Served,     treatment  of  a  patient,  resulted  to  the  benefit  o' 

patients  in  general,  it  is  thought.  A  new  ruk 
which  is  expected  by  the  Trustees  to  work  in  the  interest  of 
patients,  directs  that  they  shall  be  carried  directly  to  the  hospital 
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hereafter  instead  of  being  taken  to  the  station  house  first,  as  has 
been  done  in  some  cases. 

So  crowded  has  the  present  hospital  been  that 
even  with  stretchers  in  the  wards,  resort  has  been 
made  frequently  to  the  isolation  room  to  receive  patients  with 
non-contagious  diseases. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  trained  nurses  fur- 
Nurse's  Death,    nished  to  Harlem  Hospital  from  the  New  York 

City  Training  School  for  Nurses  on  BlackwelPs 
Island,  by  the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  contracted  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  in  the  performance  of  her  work,  and  died.  The 
faithful  performance  by  this  nurse  of  her  duty  was  recognized 
by  the  Committee  in  a  resolution  of  sympathy  addressed  to  her 
relatives  and  posted  at  the  Training  School.  Upon  inquiry  it  has 
not  appeared  that  she  was  subjected  to  undue  exposure  or  length 
of  service. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL,* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  April  ii,  1892. 

Situation,  Aqueduct  Avenue,  near  190th  Street,  in  the  Borough  of  the 

Bronx. 
Size  of  grounds,  about  2^  acres. 
Number  of  buildings,  6. 
Number  of  beds,  50. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  31. 
Number  of  patients,  October  i,  1905,  51. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Medical  Board  of  ten  and  a  house  staff 

of  four  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  New  York  City  Training 

School. 

The  progress  upon  the  new  buildings  is  illus- 
Hospital.        trated  in  the  photograph  opposite  page  18,  of 

the  main  building,  with  the  nurses'  home  at  the 
right,  and  those  opposite  pages  38  and  39  of  the  ambulance  stable 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  106. 
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and  morgney  and  the  lanndrv  and  dormitory  buildings  respect- 
ively, with  the  power  hon>$e  at  one  side  of  the  last  mentioned 
pictare.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  proTision  for  diyerting  the 
stream  which  flows  under  the  power  house,  great  delay  hsLB  been 
experioiced  and  an  extra  contract  for  f4^0  has  been  SLwarded 
to  complete  ihe  drainage  sjston.  Another  additional  contract 
for  f822  provides  for  six  extra  op^ings  in  the  front  wall  of  the 
main  building,  to  permit  access  to  sun  jMurlors.  These  will  orer- 
lodk  the  Southern  Boulevard,  on  the  frequented  iwrtion  between 
the  Zool(^caI  and  Botanical  Gardens  of  Bronx  Park. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  chief  improvement  of  the  year  at  the  old 
Hospitel.       hospital  has  been  the  opening  of  the  tent  cottage, 

heated,  lighted,  and  containing  eleven  beds,  for 
male  medical  i>atients.  A  diet  kitchen  and  a  bathroom  were 
added,  after  considerable  delay,  when  the  tent  was  otherwise 
ready  for  occupancy,  so  that  it  was  only  put  in  use  in  the  month 
of  September,  1905.  A  covered  passageway  connects  it  with  the 
covered  porch  between  the  hospital  and  administration  buildings. 

A  station  wagon  has  been  provided  to  carry 
visiting  doctors  and  clergymen  to  and  from  the 
hospital  and  the  Fordham  Heights  and  Fordham  Square  stations. 
Ball-bearing  axles  have  been  fitted  upon  one  of  the  ambulances. 

Much   of  the   plaster  in   the  administration 

^•^  buildings  is  very  loose,  and  the  ceilings  in  the 

room  on  the  second  floor,  formerly  occupied  by 

members  of  the  house  staflf,  has  been  replaced  by  a  metal  ceiling 

and  the  room  re-papered. 

This  room  is  now  used  for  three  additional 

Additional       nurses,  of  whom  two  have  been  allowed  for  the 
Nurses.  '  *        ,  ^* 

new  tent  college,  and  one  for  the  operating  room, 

and  the  nurses  thus  occupy  all  of  the  rooms  in  a  hallway  separate 

from  the  other  rooms  upon  the  second  floor  of  the  administration 

building. 
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New  burners  have  been  placed  under  the  hot 
Minor  water  heaters  in  the  operating  room,  and  the  oper- 

ating  table  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and 
enamelled.  The  floor  of  this  room  should  be  replaced,  even  for 
the  limited  period  during  which  the  hospital  will  still  be  in  use. 
Paint  and  varnish  are  needed  in  a  number  of  places  throughout 
the  hospital,  and  should  be  supplied,  to  make  this  makeshift  hos- 
pital cleaner,  fresher  and  more  cheerful.  The  same  growth  of 
census  that  has  warranted  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital  plant, 
warrants  a  reasonable  expenditure  to  render  attractive  the 
existing  buildings,  and  to  increase  the  inducements  to  maintain 
cleanliness  and  proper  service  under  the  existing  exigencies. 
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PART  II.— DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES-t 

BOBOUOHS  OF  MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BBONX. 

BvTMa  of  Dependent  Adults,  Pier  East  26th  St..  Manhattan. 

Bnreao  of  Dependent  Children,  66  Third  Atc.,  Manhattan. 

City  floqfiital.  Blaekwell's  Island. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Blackwell's  Island. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island. 

Children's  Hospital,  Randall's  Island. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Randall's  Island. 

Custodial  Asylom,  Bandall's  Island. 

Mnnioipal  Lodging  House,  398  First  Aye.,  Manhattan. 

Steamboats  and  Docks,  Oifice,  Engineering  Dept.  Pier  E.  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

Bnrean  of  Dependent  Adnlts,  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn.* 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children,  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn.* 

Kings  County  Hospital — Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Training  School  for  Nurses,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Diy.,  Clarkson  Street. 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital,  113  Bradford  Street. 

Coney  Island  Reception  Hospital,  Surf  Aye.,  near  Ocean  Avenue. 

BOROUGH  OF  RICHMOND. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony,  near  Castleton  Comers,  Staten  Island. 

In  our  report  dated  October  1,  1904,  we  expressed  our  antici- 
pation that  greater  energy  would  be  developed  in  this  Department 
under  the  administration  then  in  office,  but  on  October  1, 1905,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  there  has  appeared  nowhere  in  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities  any  evidence  of  a  forceful  and 
co-ordinating  executive  purpose  determined  to  utilize  to  the 
utmost  every  facility  afforded  by  the  respective  institutions  of 
the  Department,  and  promptly  availing  of  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity to  urge  appropriations,  to  hasten  the  execution  of  con- 
tracts, and  to  secure  the  remedy  of  serious  conditions  by  adminis- 
trative efficiency. 

We  believe  that  the  Commissioner  is  desirous  of  improving  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities,  especially  by  the  provision  of 
important  new  institutions,  and  this  Committee  has  given  its 
hearty  co-operation  in  efforts  toward  this  end. 

*  On  April  2, 1006,  these  Bureaus  were  removed  to  887  Schermerhom  Street. 
t  For  ststiBtics  see  page  108. 
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But  the  Committee  has  also  pointed  out  faithfully  and  fre- 
quently resources  in  certain  institutions  of  the  Department  lying 
unused  month  after  month,  and  in  some  instances  for  over  a 
year,  available  to  relieve  overcrowding  in  other  institutions.. 
Sometimes  there  has  been  a  very  lamentable  disposition  on  the 
X)art  of  certain  officials  to  favor  each  his  own  institution  at  the 
expense  of  his  fellow-officials,  and  still  more  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  whose  servants  they  all  are,  and  this  attitude  we  deplore, 
as  well  as  the  failure  to  exert  the  firm  authority  necessary  to  co- 
ordinate the  Departmental  resources. 

When  lack  of  information  is  the  cause  of  inaction,  some  excuse 
may  exist,  though  the  ineptitude  of  highly  salaried  officials  is 
most  inexcusable  when  the  interests  of  the  poor  are  at  stake ;  but 
when,  after  painstaking  investigation,  conditions  are  brought  to 
the  notice  of  Superintendents,  Commissioners  and  members  of 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  and  fail  of  remedy, 
notwithstanding  their  urgency,  the  several  officials  must  share 
alike  the  responsibility  for  these  conditions. 

As  specific  instances  of  failure  to  act  upon  exact  information 
we  cite:  (a).  The  overcrowding  of  the  Kings  County  Home  for 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  in  both  cold  and  warm  weather,  while  the 
vacancies  in  the  Home  upon  BlackwelPs  Island  were  being 
brought  frequently  to  the  attention  of  the  responsible  officials; 
(b) ,  the  presence,  in  large  numbers,  of  patients  upon  floor  beds  at 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  with  many  hospital  beds  vacant  at  the 
Home  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away;  and  (c),  the  continued 
housing  of  employees  in  prison  cells,  at  Bandall  Island,  without 
light,  except  through  the  doors,  and  without  sufficient  ventilation. 

improveme:nts. 

The  Committee  notes  the  completion  prior  to  October  1,  1905, 
of  the  following  buildings : 

Borough  of  Manhattan. 

At  the  City  Hospital  : 

A  new  reception  building. 

Pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 
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A  tnnnel  runs  from  the  Administration    ^Bnild- 

ing  to  the  building  containing  the  power    x^laj[it. 

rCtr^mt^ibc      l&nndry  and  morgue.    This  building  will  Lnolude 

dormitory  acconunodations  for  female  helpoxns,   in 
charge  of  the  housekeeper,  for  whom  also  a  room  is  pro/ided. 

The  male  helpers  will  have  dormitories     stxid 
^**JjJ*"J'  '*•■'*  rooms  in  tiie  separate  building  on  One  Hun<ix"ed 

and  Thirty-seventh  Street,  which  contains  the  slkmi- 
bulance  house  and  stable. 
Electric  UsM.  '^^^  advisability  of  constructing  and  opera  tLng 

a  local  electric  light  plant  having  been  questiox^ed, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  decided  unanimously  that  it  should  be  in- 
eluded  in  the  power  plant  The  Committee  believes  this  pix>- 
vision  to  be  in  the  interest  of  economy. 

IMPBOVBMBNTS  IN  PRBSBNT  HOSPITAL. 

New  treads  have  been  placed  upon  the  stair*- 
way  in  the  main  building  and  metal  ceilings  in- 
stalled where  needed.     Considerable  painting  was  accomplished 
upon  the  interiors. 

The  daily  allowance  of  milk  to  the  tuberculosis 
"  "         ^*'  clinic  has  been  increased  to  twelve  quarts,  with 
one  case  of  eggs. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  each 
Service.        physician  aud  surgeon  upon  the  Medical  Board 

may  have  at  least  three  months  of  continuous  ser- 
vice, to  give  the  doctors  better  opportunity  of  studying  individual 
patients.  This  is  to  the  interest  of  doctor  and  patient  alike.  To 
permit  this  arrangement  the  number  of  the  members  on  the  Medi- 
cal Board  has  been  diminished,  following  the  death  of  a  visiting 
physician,  to  whom  no  successor  was  appointed. 

The  enforcement  of  discipline  in  the  case  of 

Patients'  Inter-  one  of  the  members  of  the  house  staff,  for  improper 

ests  Served,     treatment  of  a  patient,  resulted  to  the  benefit  o' 

patients  in  general,  it  is  thought.  A  new  rult 
which  is  expected  by  the  Trustees  to  work  in  the  interest  of 
patients,  directs  that  they  shall  be  carried  directly  to  the  hospital 
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hereafter  instead  of  being  taken  to  the  station  house  first,  as  has 
been  done  in  some  cases. 

So  crowded  has  the  present  hospital  been  that 

even  with  stretchers  in  the  wards,  resort  has  been 
made  frequently  to  the  isolation  room  to  receive  patients  with 
non-contagious  diseases. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  trained  nurses  fur- 
Nurse's  Death,    nished  to  Harlem  Hospital  from  the  New  York 

City  Training  School  for  Nurses  on  BlackwelPs 
Island,  by  the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  contracted  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  in  the  performance  of  her  work,  and  died.  The 
faithful  performance  by  this  nurse  of  her  duty  was  recognized 
by  the  Committee  in  a  resolution  of  sympathy  addressed  to  her 
relatives  and  posted  at  the  Training  School.  Upon  inquiry  it  haa 
not  appeared  that  she  was  subjected  to  undue  exposure  or  length 
of  service. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute,  cases. 

Opened  April  ii,  1892. 

Situation,  Aqueduct  Avenue,  near  190th  Street,  in  the  Borough  of  the 

Bronx. 
Size  of  grounds,  about  2%  acres. 
Number  of  buildings,  6. 
Number  of  beds,  50. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  31. 
Number  of  patients,  October  i,  1905,  51. 
Chief  executive  officer,  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Medical  Board  of  ten  and  a  house  staff 

of  four  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  New  York  City  Training 

School. 

The  progress  upon  the  new  buildings  is  illus- 

New 
Hospltsi         trated  in  the  photograph  opposite  page  18,  of 

the  main  building,  with  the  nurses'  home  at  the 
right,  and  those  opposite  pages  38  and  39  of  the  ambulance  stable 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  105. 
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and  morgue,  and  the  laundry  and  dormitory  buildings  respect- 
ively, with  the  power  house  at  one  side  of  the  last  mentioned 
picture.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  provision  for  diverting  the 
stream  which  flows  under  the  power  house,  great  delay  has  been 
experienced  and  an  extra  contract  for  ^,230  has  been  awarded 
to  complete  the  drainage  system.  Another  additional  contract 
for  f822  provides  for  six  extra  openings  in  the  front  wall  of  the 
main  building,  to  permit  access  to  sun  parlors.  These  will  over- 
look the  Southern  Boulevard,  on  the  frequented  portion  between 
the  Zoological  and  Botanical  Gardens  of  Bronx  Park. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  chief  improvement  of  the  year  at  the  old 
Hospital.        hospital  has  been  the  opening  of  the  tent  cottage, 

heated,  lighted,  and  containing  eleven  beds,  for 
male  medical  patients.  A  diet  kitchen  and  a  bathroom  were 
added,  after  considerable  delay,  when  the  tent  was  otherwise 
ready  for  occupancy,  so  that  it  was  only  put  in  use  in  the  month 
of  September,  1905.  A  covered  passageway  connects  it  with  the 
covered  porch  between  the  hospital  and  administration  buildings. 

A  station  wagon  has  been  provided  to  carry 
*'         visiting  doctors  and  clergymen  to  and  from  the 
hospital  and  the  Fordham  Heights  and  Fordham  Square  stations. 
Ball-bearing  axles  have  been  fitted  upon  one  of  the  ambulances. 

Much   of  the   plaster  in   the  administration 

Metal  buildings  is  very  loose,  and  the  ceilings  in  the 

"'**        room  on  the  second  floor,  formerly  occupied  by 

members  of  the  house  staflf,  has  been  replaced  by  a  metal  ceiling 

and  the  room  re-papered. 

This  room  is  now  used  for  three  additional 

Additional       nurges,  of  whom  two  have  been  allowed  for  the 
Nurses.  '  „  ,  *      ., 

new  tent  college,  and  one  for  the  operating  room, 

and  the  nurses  thus  occupy  all  of  the  rooms  in  a  hallway  separate 
from  the  other  rooms  upon  the  second  floor  of  the  administration 
building. 


Minor 
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New  burners  have  been  placed  under  the  hot 


water  heaters  in  the  operating  room,  and  the  oper- 
ating table  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and 
enamelled.  The  floor  of  this  room  should  be  replaced,  even  for 
the  limited  period  during  which  the  hospital  will  still  be  in  use. 
Paint  and  varnish  are  needed  in  a  number  of  places  throughout 
the  hospital,  and  should  be  supplied,  to  make  this  makeshift  hos- 
pital cleaner,  fresher  and  more  cheerful.  The  same  growth  of 
census  that  has  warranted  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital  plant, 
warrants  a  reasonable  expenditure  to  render  attractive  the 
existing  buildings,  and  to  increase  the  inducements  to  maintain 
cleanliness  and  proper  service  under  the  existing  exigencies. 
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PART  II.— DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES.f 

BOBOUOHS  OF  MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BBONX. 

Bueaa  of  Dependent  Adults,  Pier  East  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

Barean  of  Dependent  Children,  66  Third  Aye.,  Manhattan. 

City  floqfiital,  BlaekweU's  Island. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Blackwell's  Island. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island. 

Children's  Hospital,  BandaU's  Island. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Bandall's  Island. 

Custodial  Asylum,  Bandall's  Island. 

Municipal  Lodging  House,  398  First  Aye.,  Manhattan. 

Steamboats  and  Docks,  Oifioe,  Engineering  Dept.  Pier  £.  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  126  Liyingston  Street,  Brooklyn.* 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children,  126  Liyingston  Street,  Brooklyn.* 

Kings  County  Hospital — Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Training  School  for  Nurses,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Diy.,  Clarkson  Street. 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital,  113  Bradford  Street. 

Coney  Island  Beception  Hospital,  Surf  Aye.,  near  Ocean  Ayenue. 

BOROUGH  OF  RICHMOND. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony,  near  Castleton  Comers,  Staten  Island. 

In  our  report  dated  October  1,  1904,  we  expressed  our  antici- 
pation that  greater  energy  would  be  developed  in  this  Department 
under  the  administration  then  in  office,  but  on  October  1, 1905,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  there  has  appeared  nowhere  in  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities  any  evidence  of  a  forceful  and 
co-ordinating  executive  purpose  determined  to  utilize  to  the 
utmost  every  facility  afforded  by  the  respective  institutions  of 
the  Department,  and  promptly  availing  of  every  i>ossible  oppor- 
tunity to  urge  appropriations,  to  hasten  the  execution  of  con- 
tracts, and  to  secure  the  remedy  of  serious  conditions  by  adminis- 
trative efficiency. 

We  believe  that  the  Commissioner  is  desirous  of  improving  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities,  especially  by  the  provision  of 
important  new  institutions,  and  this  Committee  has  given  its 
hearty  co-operation  in  efforts  toward  this  end. 

*  On  April  2, 1006,  these  Bureaus  were  removed  to  897  Schermerhom  Street. 
t  For  statistics  see  page  108. 
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But  the  Committee  has  also  pointed  out  faithfully  and  fre- 
quently resources  in  certain  institutions  of  the  Department  lying 
unused  month  after  month,  and  in  some  instances  for  over  a 
year,  available  to  relieve  overcrowding  in  other  institutions.. 
Sometimes  there  has  been  a  very  lamentable  disposition  on  the 
part  of  certain  officials  to  favor  each  his  own  institution  at  the 
expense  of  his  fellow-officials,  and  still  more  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  whose  servants  they  all  are,  and  this  attitude  we  deplore, 
as  well  as  the  failure  to  exert  the  firm  authority  necessary  to  co- 
ordinate the  Departmental  resources. 

When  lack  of  information  is  the  cause  of  inaction,  some  excuse 
may  exist,  though  the  ineptitude  of  highly  salaried  officials  is 
most  inexcusable  when  the  interests  of  the  poor  are  at  stake ;  but 
when,  after  painstaking  investigation,  conditions  are  brought  to 
the  notice  of  Superintendents,  Commissioners  and  members  of 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  and  fail  of  remedy, 
notwithstanding  their  urgency,  the  several  officials  must  share 
alike  the  responsibility  for  these  conditions. 

As  specific  instances  of  failure  to  act  upon  exact  information 
we  cite:  (a),  The  overcrowding  of  the  Kings  County  Home  for 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  in  both  cold  and  warm  weather,  while  the 
vacancies  in  the  Home  upon  BlackwelPs  Island  were  being 
brought  frequently  to  the  attention  of  the  responsible  officials; 
(b) ,  the  presence,  in  large  numbers,  of  patients  upon  fioor  beds  at 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  with  many  hospital  beds  vacant  at  the 
Home  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away;  and  (c),  the  continued 
housing  of  employees  in  prison  cells,  at  Bandall  Island,  without 
light,  except  through  the  doors,  and  without  sufficient  ventilation. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Committee  notes  the  completion  prior  to  October  1,  1905, 
of  the  following  buildings : 

Borough  op  Manhattan. 

At  the  City  Hospital  : 

A  new  reception  building. 

Pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  IMPBOVEMBNTS. 

Assistant  ^^^  creation  of  the  position  of  Assistant  Super- 

Supervising      vising  Nurse  has  been  of  advantage  in  the  admin- 
Nurse,         istration  of  the  hospital  and  has  made  possible 
the  maintenance  of  a  fair  degree  of  orderliness  even  during  the 
difficulties  of  reconstruction. 

By  a  grant  of  $40  per  month  to  each  of  two 
^'^ler^*^'**     physicians  employed  in  the  tuberculosis  clinic  of 

the  Out-Patient  Department,  the  Committee  on 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  (C.  O.  S.),  enabled  the  Gouverneur 
authorities  to  continue  the  services  of  these  physicians  for  a  period 
of  six  months.  The  work  accomplished  was  excellent,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  grant  could  not  be  renewed.  The  physicians,  how- 
ever, have  continued  to  serve  without  compensation. 

After  consideration,  the  question  of  extending 
^w'lWct^^      the  ambulance  district  of  the  hospital  to  include 

the  Fifth  Precinct  was  decided  in  the  negative 
until  after  completion  of  the  new  wing. 

In  May,  many  children  suffering  from  menin- 
Chiidran's       gj^-jg  ^,^j^  transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  where 

Suspended.      ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Ducker  pavilions  afforded  better 

opportunities  for  their  isolation  and  treatment  in 
the  open  air.  Owing  to  an  unfortunate  recrudescence  of  the  old 
prejudice  against  Bellevue  Hospital,  the  parents  and  friends  of 
some  of  the  children  declined  to  avail  of  what  proved  to  be  a 
decided  boon  for  those  transferred.  When  work  was  started  upon 
the  basement  of  the  old  wing,  use  was  made  of  the  children's  ward 
for  the  Out-Patient  Department,  and  practically  all  the  children 
were  transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital  in  July,  1905. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  covered  by 
Census.         this  report  the  census  at  Gouverneur  Hospital  was 

higher  than  in  the  preceding  twelve  months.  Dur- 
ing the  months  of  June  and  July  it  rose  to  over  100  frequently. 
On  April  7th,  11th  and  27th,  1905,  the  census  reached  122,  and 
the  use  of  stretchers  in  the  wards  was  of  common  occurrence. 
The  dispensary  service  has  increased  greatly  also,  having  risen 
from  45,947  in  1901,  to  73,339  in  1904.    For  the  month  of  April, 
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1905,  the  ambulance  calls  at  Gouvemeur  averaged  20  a  day,  as 
compared  with  21  at  Bellevue,  10  at  Harlem,  and  3  at  Pordham. 
During  the  first  six  months  of  1905,  the  ambulance  calls  at 
Gouvemeur  averaged  16  a  day.  An  additional  ambulance  driver 
has  been  allowed,  increasing  the  number  to  four. 


HARLEM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  January  i8,  1887. 

Situation,  120th  Street  and  East  River. 

Number  of  buildings,  8. 

Number  of  beds,  53. 

Number  of  patients  October  i,  1905,  48. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  39. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  twelve  and  a  house  staff 

of  five  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

SchooL 


The  contract  term  for  the  new  hospital  proper 
ew    osp      .    ^^pjj.^  Qjj  March  21,  1905,  but  it  is  probable  that 

the  hospital  with  its  service  buildings  will  not  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy until  a  year  from  the  date  of  this  report  As  noted  on 
page  19,  that  portion  of  the  plant  of  this  hospital  now  under 
construction,  when  completed,  will  include  three  buildings, 
grouped  upon  the  north,  east  and  west  sides  of  the  half  block 
extending  eastward  from  Lenox  Avenue,  between  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  Streets. 
Space  has  been  left  for  a  nurses'  home,  to  complete  the  south  side 
of  the  quadrangle,  and  an  east  wing  may  be  added  to  the  main 
building,  of  which  the  central  portion  is  arranged  for  administra- 
tive purposes, 

*  For  BtatiBticB,  see  page  100. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A    ista  t  ^^^  creation  of  the  position  of  Assistant  Siiper- 

Supervising      vising  Nurse  has  been  of  advantage  in  the  admin- 
Nurse,         istration  of  the  hospital  and  has  made  possible 
the  maintenance  of  a  fair  degree  of  orderliness  even  during  the 
difficulties  of  reconstruction. 

By  a  grant  of  $40  per  month  to  each  of  two 
Tuberculosis     physicians  employed  in  the  tuberculosis  clinic  of 

the  Out-Patient  Department,  the  Committee  on 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  (C.  O.  S.),  enabled  the  Gouvemeur 
authorities  to  continue  the  services  of  these  physicians  for  a  i>eriod 
of  six  months.  The  work  accomplished  was  excellent,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  grant  could  not  be  renewed.  The  physicians,  how- 
ever, have  continued  to  serve  without  compensation. 

After  consideration,  the  question  of  extending 
^m^taJTt^      the  ambulance  district  of  the  hospital  to  include 

the  Fifth  Precinct  was  decided  in  the  negative 
until  after  completion  of  the  new  wing. 

In  May,  many  children  suffering  from  menin- 
Chiidren's       gj^jg  ^.^j^  transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  where 

Suspended.      ^^^  ^'  ^^  ^^^  Ducker  pavilions  afforded  better 

opportunities  for  their  isolation  and  treatment  in 
the  open  air.  Owing  to  an  unfortunate  recrudescence  of  the  old 
prejudice  against  Bellevue  Hospital,  the  parents  and  friends  of 
some  of  the  children  declined  to  avail  of  what  proved  to  be  a 
decided  boon  for  those  transferred.  When  work  was  started  upon 
the  basement  of  the  old  wing,  use  was  made  of  the  children's  ward 
for  the  Out-Patient  Department,  and  practically  all  the  children 
were  transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital  in  July,  1905. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  covered  by 
Census.         this  report  the  census  at  Gouverneur  Hospital  was 

higher  than  in  the  preceding  twelve  months.  Dur- 
ing the  months  of  June  and  July  it  rose  to  over  100  frequently. 
On  April  7th,  11th  and  27th,  1905,  the  census  reached  122,  and 
the  use  of  stretchers  in  the  wards  was  of  common  occurrence. 
The  dispensary  service  has  increased  greatly  also,  having  risen 
from  45,947  in  1901,  to  73,339  in  1904.    For  the  month  of  April, 
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A  tunnel  runs  from  the  Administration  Build- 

^^7T^  dr"*^'    ^^^  *^  ^^^  building  containing  the  power  plant, 

norgue»&c.      laundry  and  morgue.    This  building  will  include 

dormitory  accommodations  for  female  helpers,  in 
charge  of  the  housekeeper,  for  whom  also  a  room  is  provided. 

The  male  helpers  will  have  dormitories  and 

^^^DormSlfo '^^^  ^^  ^^  separate  building  on  One  Hundred 

and  Thirty-seventh  Street,  which  contains  the  am- 
bulance house  and  stable. 
Electric  Lleht.  ^^^  advisability  of  constructing  and  operating 

a  local  electric  light  plant  having  been  questioned, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  decided  unanimouslv  that  it  should  be  in- 
eluded  in  the  power  plant.  The  Committee  believes  this  pro- 
vision to  be  in  the  interest  of  economy. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  PEBSBNT  HOSPITAL. 

New  treads  have  been  placed  upon  the  stair- 
way in  the  main  building  and  metal  ceilings  in- 
stalled where  needed.     Considerable  painting  was  accomplished 
upon  the  interiors. 

The  daily  allowance  of  milk  to  the  tuberculosis 
Ailmlntetr.«ve.  ^j.^.^  ^^  ^^  increased  to  twelve  quarts,  with 

one  case  of  eggs. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  each 
Service.        physician  and  surgeon  upon  the  Medical  Board 

may  have  at  least  three  months  of  continuous  ser- 
vice, to  give  the  doctors  better  opportunity  of  studying  individual 
patienta  This  is  to  the  interest  of  doctor  and  patient  alike.  To 
permit  this  arrangement  the  number  of  the  members  on  the  Medi- 
cal Board  has  been  diminished,  following  the  death  of  a  visiting 
physician,  to  whom  no  successor  was  appointed. 

The  enforcement  of  discipline  in  the  case  of 

Patients'  Inter-  one  of  t^he  members  of  the  house  staff,  for  improper 

ests  Served,     treatment  of  a  patient,  resulted  to  the  benefit  o' 

patients  in  general,  it  is  thought.  A  new  rult 
which  is  expected  by  the  Trustees  to  work  in  the  interest  of 
patients,  directs  that  they  shall  be  carried  directly  to  the  hospital 


r  plan: 

inchi 

[»ers,li 

i 

es  m 

uDdnt 

heao 

ioned 
jeiB- 
pro- 


in- 


NEW  FORDHAU  HOSPITAL;  AMBULANCE  HOUSE,  MORGUE  AND  STABLE. 


NEW  FORDHAM  HOSPITAL; 


39 

hereafter  instead  of  being  taken  to  the  station  house  first,  as  has 
been  done  in  some  cases. 

So  crowded  has  the  present  hospital  been  that 

even  with  stretchers  in  the  wards,  resort  has  been 
made  frequently  to  the  isolation  room  to  receive  patients  with 
non-contagious  diseases. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  trained  nurses  fur- 
Nurse's  Death,    nished  to  Harlem  Hospital  from  the  New  York 

City  Training  School  for  Nurses  on  BlackwelPs 
Island,  by  the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  contracted  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  in  the  performance  of  her  work,  and  died.  The 
faithful  performance  by  this  nurse  of  her  duty  was  recognized 
by  the  Committee  in  a  resolution  of  sympathy  addressed  to  her 
relatives  and  posted  at  the  Training  School.  Upon  inquiry  it  haa 
not  appeared  that  she  was  subjected  to  undue  exposure  or  length 
of  service. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute,  cases. 

Opened  April  ii,  1892. 

Situation,  Aqueduct  Avenue,  near  190th  Street,  in  the  Borough  of  the 

Bronx. 
Size  of  grounds,  about  2^  acres. 
Number  of  buildings,  6. 
Number  of  beds,  50. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  31. 
Number  of  patients,  October  i,  1905,  51. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Medical  Board  of  ten  and  a  house  staff 

of  four  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  New  York  City  Training 

School. 

The  progress  upon  the  new  buildings  is  illus- 

New 
Hospital.        trated  in  the  photograph  opposite  page  18,  of 

the  main  building,  with  the  nurses'  home  at  the 
right,  and  those  opposite  pages  38  and  39  of  the  ambulance  stable 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  106. 
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and  morgue,  and  the  laundry  and  dormitory  buildings  respect- 
ively, with  the  power  house  at  one  side  of  the  last  mentioned 
picture.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  provision  for  diverting  the 
stream  which  flows  under  the  power  house,  great  delay  has  been 
experienced  and  an  extra  contract  for  ^,230  has  been  awarded 
to  complete  the  drainage  system.  Another  additional  contract 
for  f822  provides  for  six  extra  openings  in  the  front  wall  of  the 
main  building,  to  permit  access  to  sun  parlors.  These  will  over- 
look the  Southern  Boulevard,  on  the  frequented  portion  between 
the  Zoological  and  Botanical  Gardens  of  Bronx  Park. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  chief  improvement  of  the  year  at  the  old 
Hospital.        hospital  has  been  the  opening  of  the  tent  cottage, 

heated,  lighted,  and  containing  eleven  beds,  for 
male  medical  patients.  A  diet  kitchen  and  a  bathroom  were 
added,  after  considerable  delay,  when  the  tent  was  otherwise 
ready  for  occupancy,  so  that  it  was  only  put  in  use  in  the  month 
of  September,  1905.  A  covered  passageway  connects  it  with  the 
covered  porch  between  the  hospital  and  administration  buildings. 

A  station  wagon  has  been  provided  to  carry 
visiting  doctors  and  clergymen  to  and  from  the 
hospital  and  the  Fordham  Heights  and  Fordham  Square  stations. 
Ball-bearing  axles  have  been  fitted  ujwn  one  of  the  ambulances. 

Much   of  the   plaster  in   the  administration 

^n^  buildings  is  very  loose,  and  the  ceilings  in  the 

room  on  the  second  floor,  formerly  occupied  by 

members  of  the  house  staflf,  has  been  replaced  by  a  metal  ceiling 

and  the  room  re-papered. 

This  room  is  now  used  for  three  additional 
^Nur*^"*'       nurses,  of  whom  two  have  been  allowed  for  the 

new  tent  college,  and  one  for  the  operating  room, 
and  the  nurses  thus  occupy  all  of  the  rooms  in  a  hallway  separate 
from  the  other  rooms  upon  the  second  floor  of  the  administration 
building. 
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New  burners  have  been  placed  under  the  hot 


water  heaters  in  the  operating  room,  and  the  oper- 
Improvements,  ,  ,  ,  .  , 

ating   table   has   been   thoroughly   repaired   and 

enamelled.  The  floor  of  this  room  should  be  replaced,  even  for 
the  limited  period  during  which  the  hospital  will  still  be  in  use. 
Paint  and  varnish  are  needed  in  a  number  of  places  throughout 
the  hospital,  and  should  be  supplied,  to  make  this  makeshift  hos- 
pital cleaner,  fresher  and  more  cheerful.  The  same  growth  of 
census  that  has  warranted  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital  plant, 
warrants  a  reasonable  expenditure  to  render  attractive  the 
existing  buildings,  and  to  increase  the  inducements  to  maintain 
cleanliness  and  proper  service  under  the  existing  exigencies. 


42 
PART  II.— DEPARTMENT  OP  PUBLIC  CHARITIES.f 

BOBOUOHS  OF  MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BBONX. 

Bnrean  of  Dependent  Adults,  Pier  East  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children,  66  Third  Ave.,  Manhattan. 

City  Hospital,  Blaokwell's  Island. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Blackwell's  Island. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blaokwell's  Island. 

Children's  Hospital,  Bandall's  Island. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Randall's  Island. 

Custodial  Asylum,  Bandall's  Island. 

Municipal  Lodging  House,  398  First  Atc.,  Manhattan. 

Steamboats  and  Docks,  Office,  Engineering  Dept.  Pier  E.  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn.* 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Children,  126  Liyingston  Street,  Brooklyn.* 

Kings  County  Hospital — Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Training  School  for  Nurses,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Diy.,  Clarkson  Street. 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital,  113  Bradford  Street. 

Coney  Island  Reception  Hospital,  Surf  Ave.,  near  Ocean  Ayenue. 

BOROUGH  OF  RICHMOND. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
New  Tork  City  Farm  Colony,  near  Castleton  Comers,  Staten  Island. 

In  our  report  dated  October  1,  1904,  we  expressed  our  antici- 
pation that  greater  energy  would  be  developed  in  this  Department 
under  the  administration  then  in  office,  but  on  October  1,  1905,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  there  has  appeared  nowhere  in  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities  any  evidence  of  a  forceful  and 
co-ordinating  executive  purpose  determined  to  utilize  to  the 
utmost  every  facility  afforded  by  the  respective  institutions  of 
the  Department,  and  promptly  availing  of  every  i)ossible  oppor- 
tunity to  urge  ai>propriations,  to  hasten  the  execution  of  con- 
tracts, and  to  secure  the  remedy  of  serious  conditions  by  adminis- 
trative efficiency. 

We  believe  that  the  Commissioner  is  desirous  of  improving  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities,  especially  by  the  provision  of 
important  new  institutions,  and  this  Committee  has  given  its 
hearty  co-operation  in  efforts  toward  this  end. 

*  On  April  2, 1008,  these  Bureaus  were  removed  to  887  Schermerhom  Street, 
t  For  statistics  see  page  lOB. 
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But  the  Committee  has  also  pointed  out  faithfully  and  fre- 
quently resources  in  certain  institutions  of  the  Department  lying 
unused  month  after  month,  and  in  some  instances  for  over  a 
year,  available  to  relieve  overcrowding  in  other  institutions.. 
Sometimes  there  has  been  a  very  lamentable  disposition  on  the 
part  of  certain  officials  to  favor  each  his  own  institution  at  the 
expense  of  his  fellow-officials,  and  still  more  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  whose  servants  they  all  are,  and  this  attitude  we  deplore, 
as  well  as  the  failure  to  exert  the  firm  authority  necessary  to  co- 
ordinate the  Departmental  resources. 

When  lack  of  information  is  the  cause  of  inaction,  some  excuse 
may  exist,  though  the  ineptitude  of  highly  salaried  officials  is 
most  inexcusable  when  the  interests  of  the  poor  are  at  stake ;  but 
when,  after  painstaking  investigation,  conditions  are  brought  to 
the  notice  of  Superintendents,  Commissioners  and  members  of 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  and  fail  of  remedy, 
notwithstanding  their  urgency,  the  several  officials  must  share 
alike  the  responsibility  for  these  conditions. 

As  specific  instances  of  failure  to  act  ujwn  exact  information 
we  cite:  (a),  The  overcrowding  of  the  Kings  County  Home  for 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  in  both  cold  and  warm  weather,  while  the 
vacancies  in  the  Home  upon  BlackwelPs  Island  were  being 
brought  frequently  to  the  attention  of  the  responsible  officials; 
(b) ,  the  presence,  in  large  numbers,  of  patients  upon  floor  beds  at 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  with  many  hospital  beds  vacant  at  the 
Home  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away;  and  (c),  the  continued 
housing  of  employees  in  prison  cells,  at  Randall  Island,  without 
light,  except  through  the  doors,  and  without  sufficient  ventilation. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Committee  notes  the  completion  prior  to  October  1,  1905, 
of  the  following  buildings : 

Borough  op  Manhattan. 

At  the  City  Hospital  : 

A  new  reception  building. 

Pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 
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At  the  New  York  City  Training  School  for  Nurses  : 
A  new  service  building,  "Brennan  Hall." 

Borough  op  Brooklyn. 
At  Cumberland  Street  Hospital.: 
A  new  stable  and  morgue  building. 

On  November  10th  and  25th,  1904,  the  Mayor  approved  issues 
of  corporate  stock  amounting  respectively  to  f250,000  and  f  135,- 
000,  as  anticipated  in  our  last  report,  for  new  buildings  and 
sites,  etc. 

An  estimate  of  the  Commissioner  for  new  buildings,)  etc., 
amounting  to  f  1,568,200,  was  on  February  24th,  1005,  referred  by 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  to  the  Comptroller,  but 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  engineer  of  the  Department  of 
Finance,  only  $404,200  was  granted,  this  appropriation  being 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  April  10, 1905. 

The  following  contracts  for  new  buildings,  now  in  course  of 
construction  were  awarded  during  the  year. 

Borough  of  Manhattan. 

At  the  City  Hospital  : 

A  new  power  house,  and  a  coal  shed. 
Three  temporary  or  emergency  pavilions. 
An  additional  story  for  the  morgue  and  pathological  labo- 
ratory. 

At  the  Metropolitan  Hospital: 

Dormitory  for  male  helpers. 

Four  temporary  or  emergency  pavilions. 

At  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  : 
Two  tents. 

At  the  New  York  City  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools: 
A  crematory  for  garbage,  dressings,  etc. 

Borough  of  Brooklyn. 
At  Kings  County  Hospital  : 
A  new  isolation  pavilion. 
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A  new  coal  shed. 

A  porch  upon  Nurses'  Home. 

At  the  Home  fob  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (  B.  D.  ) : 

New  enclosed  fireproof  balconies. 

At  Oumbbbiand  Street  Hospital: 

A  new  roof  garden. 
A  new  gateway. 

There  remains,  on  October  1,  1&05,  in  the  general  Building 
B^nd,  a  balance  of  $600,000  in  round  numbers  over  and  above  the 
total  of  all  contracts  awarded.  A  much  larger  amount  is  needed 
to  meet  even  the  urgent  requirements  for  improvements,  but  it 
is  unfortunate  that  the  Department  has  not  used  at  an  earlier 
day  the  funds  which  have  been  available  for  some  months  to 
relieve  the  serious  needs  for  new  buildings,  etc. 

In  December,  1904,  two  of  the  cottages  mentioned  in  our  last 
report  were  opened  on  Staten  Island  at  the  N.  Y.  City  Farm 
Colony.  Nine  old  men  and  their  wives  were  established  comfort- 
ably in  one  of  these  cottages  (shown  in  pictures  opposite  pages 
96  and  97,  some  coming  from  BlackwelPs  Island,  some  from 
Kings  County,  and  others  directly  from  the  Bureau  of  Dependent 
Adults.  A  cottage  for  aged  women  was  opened  soon  afterward, 
and  about  forty  are  there  housed. 

The  large  stone  dormitory  also  mentioned  in  our  last  report 
was  opened  before  the  close  of  1904,  and  is  occupied  by  nearly 
200  men. 

The  new  pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic 
patients  at  the  City  Hospital  was  put  in  use  in  December,  1904, 
to  receive  the  female  helpers,  who  had  occupied  a  dormitory  over 
the  laundry  which  was  burned  on  the  night  of  December  23rd, 
1904. 

Early  in  1905  the  upper  floor  of  this  pavilion  was  put  in  use 
for  erysipelas  patients,  both  female  and  mdle,  upon  the  same 
floor,  with  toilet  rooms  used  in  common,  and  the  two  lower  floors 
are  still  used  by  laundresses  and  other  helpers,  even  the  rooms 
provided  for  disturbed  patients,  and  badly  needed  for  that  pur- 
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pose,  being  occupied  by  head  laundresses  and  female  helpers  of 
the  same  class.  A  new  dormitory  for  female  helpers  is  an  urgent 
need  at  the  City  Hospital. 

SAIABIES  AND  SUPPLIES. 

At  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Manhattan  Division, 
the  salaries  of  thirty-three  nurses  were  raised,  in  the  first  half  of 
1905,  from  f  150  to  |180,  the  salaries  of  three  nurses  from  |150  to 
|216,  and  the  salaries  of  three  from  f  180  to  |800.  This  is  a  not- 
able improvement  long  favored  by  the  Committee,  and  should 
assist  the  Home  to  retain  the  more  competent  nurses,  who  have 
received  very  inadequate  salaries  for  a  very  exacting  service. 

Increases  were  made,  during  the  first  half  of  1905,  in  the  sal- 
aries of  a  number  of  officials,  and  these  were  in  the  main  justifi- 
able, but,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Committee  in  its  letter  of  June 
9,  1905,  to  Commissioner  Tully,  it  was  an  unhappy  conjunction 
to  raise  salaries  and  cut  supplies  at  the  same  period.  This  com- 
ment was  made  upon  a  cut  of  ten  per  cent,  in  certain  food  supplies 
which  was  placed  in  effect  in  May  and  June  at  the  City  and 
Metropolitan  Hospitals. 

In  this  connection  the  Committee  said,  "The  dietaries  sched- 
uled prior  to  May  1st  are  believed  to  have  been  the  minimum 
consistent  with  the  physical  needs  of  the  patients.  We  cannot 
believe  that  the  city  authorities  would  be  willing  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  food  supplied  to  the  sick  and  dependent  poor  below 
what  it  actually  needed."  By  the  utmost  care  and  the  substitu- 
tion for  some  articles  of  the  dietary  of  a  remnant  of  other  articles 
in  stock,  a  serious  deficiency  in  the  dietary  was  avoided,  and  the 
cut  was  abandoned  in  Julv. 

The  Department  doubtless  wished  to  avoid  the  need  for  asking 
a  deficiency  appropriation  for  the  year  1905,  as  the  Commissioner 
had  been  granted  such  an  appropriation  on  March  28,  1905,  for 
the  year  1904,  amounting  to  ^5,000,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  it  is  creditable  that  the  actual  wants  of  the  patients 
and  inmates  should  be  supplied  by  the  Department,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility for  denying  an  appropriation  should  be  left  to  the 
authorities  from  whom  the  appropriation  must  be  sought,  espe- 
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cially  when  an  adequate  advance  in  the  annual  estimate  for  sup- 
plies has  been  denied  a  place  in  the  Budget. 

For  1905  the  Gommissioner  asked  for  $1,253,366.35  for  sup- 
plies and  only  $1,131,984.66  was  allowed. 

In  the  main  the  food  supplies  have  been  of  good  quality  and 
sufficient  quantity.  Other  supplies  have  at  times  been  deficient 
at  certain  of  the  institutions. 

,  Of  the  improvements  made  in  the  dietary  de- 

Department,     partment  during  the  period  covered  by  this  rejwrt, 

and  recommended  for  the  future,  the  following 
seem  to  the  Committee  especially  noteworthy,  as  described  in 
reports  of  the  Department  Dietitian : 

"On  May  6,  1905,  the  revision  of  the  dietary  for  employees 
classed  as  Hospital  Helpers  at  the  City  Hospital  w£us  approved. 
The  principal  difference  between  the  revised  dietary  and  the  orig- 
inal dietary  is  in  the  use  of  better  cuts  of  meat  (i.  e.^  more  steaks 
and  chops),  and  the  addition  of  chicken  to  the  dietary  for  Sunday 
dinner  once  in  two  weeks.  The  additional  expense  involved  is 
about  2%  cents  per  capita  per  diem.  This  change  affects  about 
170  persons  at  the  City  Hospital. 

"In  the  existing  conditions  at  the  City  Hospital,  Metropolitan 
Hospital  and  the  New  York  City  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  it 
seems  that  little  more  can  be  done  to  improve  the  service  of  food 
for  officers,  doctors  and  employees.  The  construction  at  each  of 
these  institutions  of  a  building  to  accommodate  all  kitchens  and 
dining-rooms,  would  remove  most  of  the  difficulties  now  in  the 
way  of  satisfactory  food  service.  Another  difficulty  which  inter- 
feres with  satisfactory  dining-room  administration  is  the  fact 
that  it  is  impossible  to  procure  competent  dining-room  employees 
at  the  present  salaries.  The  service  of  food  to  the  wards  will 
never  be  entirely  satisfactory  until  simply  constructed  food  cars 
are  provided  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  food  speedily  from  the 
kitchens  to  the  dining-rooms  and  keeping  it  hot  while  it  is  being 
served. 

"It  seems  wise  to  establish  a  new  standard  of  Gluten  Flour. 
The  interpretations  which  the  contractors  put  upon  the  term 
Gluten  Flour  are  various,  but  the  article  delivered  to  us  is  always 
too  starchy  to  be  quite  desirable  for  use  in  making  bread  for  the 
diabetic  cases  for  which  gluten  bread  is  prescribed  by  our  physi- 
cians. It  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  sample  of  Gum  Gluten 
Ground  be  adopted  as  the  standard  of  delivery,  as  this  contains 
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the  smallest  percentage  of  starch  obtainable  in  a  flour  which  can 
be  used  for  yeast  bread 

"In  consequence  of  having  passed  successfully  the  Civil  Serv- 
ice examination  for  Dietitians,  which  was  held  last  winter,  and 
standing  first  and  second  respectively  upon  the  list,  the  Acting 
Dietitians  at  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  and  at  the  City  Home  for 
Aged  and  Infirm,  received  their  appointments  to  positions  as 
Dietitians  in  their  respective  institutions  on  April  8,  1905. 

"During  the  summer  months  pupil  dietitians  substituted  for 
resident  dietitians  while  the  latter  were  on  their  vacations,  and 
after  completing  the  three  months'  work  assigned  to  them  as  pupil 
dietitians,  were  granted  the  certificate  of  the  Department  in 
recognition  of  this  work." 

ADMINISTBATION. 

Dr.  Louis  W.   Schultze  was  appointed  Gen- 
Qeneral         ^j.^j  Inspector  of  the  Department  upon  July  19, 

1905,  at  a  salary  of  f3,000  per  annum.  While 
the  Committee  has  not  considered  this  office  strictly  necessary, 
and  feels  that  the  salary  could  have  been  used  to  better  advan- 
tage in  other  directions,  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  numerous 
improvements  in  the  administration  of  the  hospitals  and  other 
institutions  of  the  Department  can  be  effected  by  the  Inspector, 
notably  in  securing  a  better  distribution  of  patients  and  inmates, 
and  an  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  various  medical  boards. 
He  is,  we  are  informed,  already  working  on  these  lines  and  we 
trust  that  the  results  will  amply  justify  the  reestablishment  of 
this  position. 

On  account  of  the  pressing  need  of  facilities  for  the  better  care 
of  children,  and  by  reason  of  the  danger  attending  the  presence 
of  large  numbers  of  tuberculous  patients  in  the  general  wards 
at  Kings  County  Hospital,  the  Committee  urged  the  removal  of  all 
tuberculous  patients  who  were  in  condition  for  transfer. 

Early  in  1905  substantially  all  such  patients  were  transferred, 
some  to  St.  Vincent's  Sanitarium  on  Staten  Island,  and  a  much 
larger  number  to  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  of  the  Metropolitan 
Hospital,  on  Blackwell's  Island. 

Very  recently  a  considerable  number  of  individuals  having 
ailments  of  a  chronic  character  were  transferred  from  the  City 
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and  Metropolitan  Hospitals  to  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm, 
Manhattan,  and  a  number  of  epileptics  to  Graig  Colony,  to  the 
great  relief  of  the  above  mentioned  hospitals,  and  City  Hospital 
in  i>articular,  although  numerous  similar  transfers  could  still  be 
made  to  advantage. 

These  constitute  the  principal  structural  and  administrative 
improvements  noted  by  the  Committee,  but  some  of  the  many 
minor  improvements,  and  many  details  of  the  more  important 
improvements,  will  be  found  hereinafter. 


CENSUS  AND  BUDGET. 

During  1905  there  has  been  an  increase  of  288  in  the  daily 
average  of  patients  and  inmates  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amounts  allowed 

Dopartmental     "^y  ^^^  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  for 

Budget.         the  entire  Department  for  the  years  1903,  1904 

and  1905: 

1903.  1904.                 1906. 

Salaries    $631,999  00  $680,999  00       $621,071  60 

Supplies  and  Contingencies 1,039,967  92  1,081,667  92      1,131,984  66 

Alterations,  Additions  and  Re- 
pairs to  buildings  and  ap- 
paratus   80,600  00  102,500  00         102,600  00 

Transportation  of  Paupers,  Med- 
icines, Coffins,  etc 11,100  00  11,100  00          11,100  00 

Burial  of  Pauper  Dead 2,000  00  2,000  00             2,000  00 

Poor  Adult  Blind 49,950  00  51,260  00           65,000  00 

Clothing  for  Insane  Patients 4,600  00  4,500  00             3,600  00 

Clothing  for  Epileptics   sent  to 

Craig   Colony 4,000  00  4,000  00             4,000  00 

Donations  to  Grand  Army  Vet- 
erans    25,000  00  20,000  00           18,000  00 

Lodging  House  for  Homeless  Men  13,043  24  13,043  24 

Burial  of  Veterans,  and  Head- 
stones      25,000  00  16,000  00           10,000  00 

Rents    5,440  00  5,440  00             7,334  00 

New  Ambulances,  Horses,  Har- 
ness and  Repairs 10,000  00  10,000  00           10,000  00 

Open  Air  Concerts 1,000  00  1,000  00 

Total $1,802,490  16    $1,902,490  16  *$1,977,490  16 

*  Oommiasioner  Tully  asked  for  a  defldeiicy  appropriation  of  $190,000  for  the  year  190S. 
The  full  amount  was  allowed  hy  the  Aldermen,  but  only  $60,000  was  approved  hj  the  Board  of  BstS- 
mate  and  Apportionment  (Dec.  S8, 1006). 
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GENEEAL  NEEDS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  Redistribution  of  population  to  equalize  overcrowding. 

2.  The  relief  of  the  overcrowding  at  the  City  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division,  by  the  completion  of  addi- 
tional accommodations  at  the  New  York  City  Farm  Colony. 

3.  A  central  electric  lighting  plant  for  the  institutions  on 
BlackwelPs  Island,  and  a  similar  plant  for  the  institutions  on 
Randall's  Island. 

4.  Development  of  welfare  work  among  the  employees  of  the 
Department,  including  social  and  recreational  activities. 

SOME  OF  THE  IMPORTANT  NEEDS  OF  VARIOUS 

INSTITUTIONS. 

BoBOUGHS  OF  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx. 

Bureau  op  Dependent  Children  : 

A  new  building. 
City  Hospital: 

1.  Dormitory  for  female  employees. 

2.  A  covered  pier  to  protect  patients  and  supplies  when 

landed  at  the  hospital  in  bad  weather. 

3.  A  sui)erintendent's  cottage,  which  would  permit  using  as 

wards  or  for  doctor's  quarters  the  space  now  occupied 
as  living  apartments  by  the  superintendent. 

4.  An  additional  fire  escape,  for  male  side. 

5.  A  system  of  ventilation  which  will  furnish  a  constant  sup- 

ply of  fresh  air  to  the  wards  without  creating  a  draught 
on  the  patients. 

6.  A  protective  wire  cage  or  enclosure  upon  the  roof  of  the 

pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 

7.  A  storehouse  with  workshops. 

8.  A  chapel. 

9.  A  Hydro-Therai)eutic  outfit. 

10.  An  X-ray  outfit. 

11.  Additional  fire  escapes  at  the  Nurses'  Home. 

12.  A  gymnasium  and  swimming  pool  at  the  Nurses'  Home. 
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N.  Y.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (  B.  I. ) : 

1.  New  bath  bouBes. 

2.  A  central  place  for  storing  clothing  of  inmates.     This 

might  be  provided  in  connection  with  the  new  bath 
houses. 

3.  A  revision  of  classification  of  inmates;  removal  of  insane 

inmates;  and  segregation  of  mentally  defective  but  not 
insane  inmates. 

4.  Better  quarters  for  male  employees. 

5.  Better  recreation  rooms  for  male  and  female  inmates. 

6.  A  larger  operating  room. 

7.  Metal  ceilings  for  six  hospital  pavilions. 

8.  A  reduction  of  the  number  of  inmates  in  certain  wards 

which  are  now  overcrowded  and  ill-ventilated,  particu- 
larly at  night. 

9.  Better  provision  for  employment  of  inmates. 

Metropolitan  Hospital: 

1.  A  dormitory  for  male  employees.     (Plans  have  been  pre- 

pared.) 

2.  A  new  Nurses'  Home,  the  present  Nurses'  Home  to  be  con- 

verted into  a  dormitory  for  female  employees. 

3.  A  new  building  to  increase  capacity  for  patients. 

4.  A  new  central  kitchen  building  with  dining  rooms  for 

doctors,  ojficers  and  employees. 

5.  A  central  linen  room,  and  a  better  system  for  handling 

linen  and  ward  supplies  in  the  wards  and  laundry. 

6.  Sorting  rooms  for  the  laundry. 

7.  Balconies  for  the  wards  on  the  south  side  of  the  main 

building. 

8.  Direct  ferry  service  to  86th  St. 

9.  The  planting  of  trees  about  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 

10.  Modem  ward  furniture  of  iron  and  glass  for  Tuberculosis 

Infirmary  and  most  of  the  main  building. 

11.  Elevators  for  the  men's   and   women's  buildings   at  the 

Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 
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Nhw  Tobk  City  Chilj>rbn's  Hospitam  and  Schools: 

1.  Reconstmction  of  male  helper's  dormitory. 

2.  A  kitchen  and  dining  room  building. 

3.  A  new  industrial  school  building. 

4.  A  pavilion  for  children  suflfering  from  venereal  diseases. 

5.  A  pavilion  for  crippled  children. 

6.  Additional  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  adult  feeble-minded, 

or  their  removal. 

7.  Additional  quarantine  pavilions. 

8.  Ice  house. 

9.  Water  towers  at  several  buildings. 
10.  A  new  power  house  nearer  the  water. 

Municipal  Lodging  House  : 

A  new  building  ( bids  are  being  advertised ) . 

Boroughs  of  Bbooklyn  and  Quejbns. 

1.  A  new  Central  Office  building. 

2.  An  additional  large  central  hospital,  with  at  least  500  beda 

3.  One  or  more  additional  emergency  hospitals. 

4.  Seaside  hospital.     Provision  should  be  made  directly  on 

the  seashore  near  the  city  for  tubercular  children  and 
other  sick  children,  under  the  care  of  the  Department  in 
all  Boroughs  of  the  city,  and  also  for  convalescent  pa- 
tients. 

Kings  County  Hospital  : 

1.  A  new  morgue  and  clinical  laboratory. 

2.  A  maternity  building. 

3.  A  new  Nurses'  Home,  leaving  the  present  Nurses'  Home  as 

a  dormitory  for  male  employees. 

4.  A  dormitory  for  female  employees. 

5.  An  addition  to  the  bakery. 

6.  Alteration  of  heating  apparatus. 

7.  Electric  elevators  or  reconstruction  of  the  existing  elevat- 

ors. 
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8.  Transfer  of  the  children's  service  flrom  the  general  wards 

to  the  separate   hospital    huilding    formerly    nsed    for 
tubercnlous  men. 

9.  Painting  exterior  of  main  building. 

Home  fob  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (Beooklyn)  : 
~     1    Fln'i^tnrn  for  both  the  men's  and  women's  dormitories. 
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Nhw  Tobk  City  Childrbn's  Hospitam  and  Schools: 

1.  Reconstruction  of  male  helper's  dormitory. 

2.  A  kitchen  and  dining  room  building. 

3.  A  new  industrial  school  building. 

4.  A  pavilion  for  children  suflfering  from  venereal  diseases. 

5.  A  pavilion  for  crippled  children. 

6.  Additional  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  adult  feeble-minded, 

or  their  removal. 

7.  Additional  quarantine  pavilions. 

8.  Ice  house. 

9.  Water  towers  at  several  buildings. 
10.  A  new  power  house  nearer  the  water. 

Municipal  Lodging  House  : 

A  new  building  ( bids  are  being  advertised ) . 

Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 

1.  A  new  Central  Ojfice  building. 

2.  An  additional  large  central  hospital,  with  at  least  500  beda 

3.  One  or  more  additional  emergency  hospitals. 

4.  Seaside  hospital.    Provision  should  be  made  directly  on 

the  seashore  near  the  city  for  tubercular  children  and 
other  sick  children,  under  the  care  of  the  Department  in 
all  Boroughs  of  the  city,  and  also  for  convalescent  pa- 
tients. 

Kings  County  Hospital: 

!•  A  new  morgue  and  clinical  laboratory. 

2.  A  maternity  building. 

3.  A  new  Nurses'  Home,  leaving  the  present  Nurses'  Home  as 

a  dormitory  for  male  employees. 

4.  A  dormitory  for  female  employees. 

5.  An  addition  to  the  bakery. 

6.  Alteration  of  heating  apparatus. 

7.  Electric  elevators  or  reconstruction  of  the  existing  elevat- 

ors. 
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8.  Transfer  of  the  children's  service  from  the  general  wards 

to  the  separate  hospital  building  formerly  used  for 
tuberculous  men. 

9.  Painting  exterior  of  main  building. 

Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (Brooklyn)  : 

1.  Elevators  for  both  the  men's  and  women's  dormitoriea 

2.  Fireproof  stairways  in  the  men's  dormitory. 

3.  A  workshop. 

4.  New  Neurological  wards, 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital  : 

1.  Metal  ceilings  and  new  floors. 

2.  A  new  wing  on  additional  property  adjacent  to  the  present 

site,  and  an  administration  building. 

3.  A  separate  house  to  be  used  temporarily  for  the  nurses, 

making  the  entire  wing,  occupied  at  present  by  the 
nurses,  available  for  isolating  rooms  and  other  hoepital 
purposes. 

4.  A  cement  floor  for  the  store  room. 

5.  A  new  crematory. 

6.  A  drying  room  under  the  yard. 

Coney  Island  Bbgeption  Hospital  : 

A  new  site  and  building.     (Plans  are  being  prepared.) 

Bradford  Street  Hospital  : 

A  new  site  and  building  with  a  better  hospital  organization. 
(East  New  York.     Plans  are  being  prepared.) 

Borough  op  Bichmond. 

New  York  City  Farm  Colony: 

1.  Additional  cottages  for  almshouse  inmates. 

2.  A  new  laundry. 

3.  A  new  bam,  the  old  bam  to  be  reconstructed  for  use  as  a 

dormitory. 

4.  Besident  Physician,  and  hospital  accommodation. 

5.  Begular  religious  services  on  Sunday. 
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6.  A  station  wagon  making  regular  trips  several  times  daily 

to  Castleton  Comers. 

7.  Uniforms  for  employees  and  inmates. 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  : 
Plans  are  being  prepared. 

BUREAU  OF  DEPENDENT  ADULTS,  MANHATTAN. 

Office,  Foot  of  East  26th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Charities. 
Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 
Transfers  patients  when  necessary  from  City  to  State  Institutions. 
Considers  approval  as  public  charges  of  patients  in  private  hospitals. 
Distributes  pensions  to  adult  blind. 
Has  charge  of  City  Morgue. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  47. 

During  the  year  covered  by  this  report  nearly  12,000  appli- 
cants were  sent  to  the  Examining  Physician  for  admission  to  hos- 
pitals for  adults  connected  with  the  Department,  and  the  Bureau 
has  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  over  22,000  persons 
admitted  to  hospitals,  institutions  and  homes  outside  the  Depart- 
ment. The  collections  in  abandonment  and  bastardy  cases 
amounted  to  f  122,536.82.  Over  60,000  passes  were  issued  to  visit 
BlackwelPs  and  Randall's  Islands. 

The  office  was  cleaned  and  painted  during  the 

lmi!^w^nts.  y^®^'  ^^  ^  ^^^  railing  put  up  to  prevent  inter- 
ference with  the  dispatch  of  business.  It  is  re- 
gretted by  the  Committee  that  this  railing  is  deemed  necessary,  as 
it  imjKyses  an  unfortunate  barrier  to  the  applicants  for  relief,  who 
have  to  make  their  statements  through  a  small  window,  and  only 
see  their  questioner  through  the  meshes  of  a  wire  screen.  At  the 
Twenty-sixth  Street  morgue  apparatus  has  been  installed  to  im- 
prove the  ventilation  in  warm  weather,  but  the  operation  of  the 
new  apparatus  has  not  proved  satisfactory  as  yet. 
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Applicants  at  this  Bureau,  and  its  staff,  are 
"jj^^^*^       still  inconvenienced,  and  the  Bureau^s  ejficiency 

seriously  impaired  by  the  want  of  an  interpreter, 
a  need  to  which  attention  has  been  called  for  several  years  in 
the  reports  of  the  Committee. 

The  system  for  examination  of  applicants  for  treatment  for 
tuberculosis  is  still  in  need  of  some  radical  readjustment,  in  which 
the  various  city  departments  should  join. 


•  •  •• 
•  • « •  • 


BUREAU  OF  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN. 

Manhattan  Division. 

Office,  66  Third  Avenue,  Manhattan. 

Receives  all  applications  for  the  commitment  of  children  to  institu- 
tions because  of  destitution. 
Reviews  annually  all  cases  of  children  so  conunitted. 
Institutes  proceedings  against  parents  abandoning  children. 
Places  children  in  families. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  30. 

The  number  of  reinvestigations  have  been  increased  as  shown 
in  the  following  table: 

Reinvestigations  from  October  1,  1903,  to  September  30, 

1904 , 3,660 

Reinvestigations  from  October  1,  1904,  to  September  30, 

1905 9,847 

On  July  1, 1905,  this  Bureau  discontinued  the  work  of  placing 
Jewish  children  in  free  and  boarding  homes,  as  on  that  date  the 
Hebrew  Sheltering  Guardian  Society  established  a  bureau  for  that 
purpose  conducted  along  the  lines  laid  down  by  this  Department. 
The  progress  made  by  the  above  named  Society  has  been  very  sat- 
isfactory. From  July  1,  1905,  to  September  30,  1905,  inclusive, 
they  have  placed  thirteen  (13)  children  in  boarding  homes,  and 
during  the  same  period  tiiey  have  placed  17  children  in  free 
homes. 
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APPLICATIONS  TO  COMMIT  CHILDREN. 

Applications  to  Commit  Children  from  October  1, 19Q3,  to 

September  30,  1904 7,925 

Applications  to  Commit  Children  from  October  1,  1904,  to 

September  30, 1905 8,713 

Children  accepted  for  commitment  from  October  1,  1904, 

.  to  September  30,  1905. 2,787 

Chiidren  actually  entering  Institutions  October  1, 1904,  to 

V'.V^ptember  30, 1905 2,107 

During  year  ending  September  30,  1904,  there  were  605  chil- 
dren committed  for  whom  part  payment  was  required. 

During  year  ending  September  30,  1905,  there  were  569  chil- 
dren committed  for  whom  part  payment  was  required. 

Amounts  received  in  part  payment  during  year  end- 
ing Sept  30,  1904 fl8,341.43 

Amounts  received  in  part  payment  during  year  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1905 24,282.38 

The  diflference  between  the  number  of  children  accepted  and 
the  number  that  actually  entered  institutions  is  said  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  a  great  many  children,  after  their 
arrival  at  the  institutions,  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  diseases 
of  the  eye  and  head  and  are  not  received  by  the  institutions,  but 
are  sent  to  Randall's  Island  or  other  hospitals  for  treatment ;  this 
is  i)articularly  true  in  the  case  of  Hebrew  children. 

Several  record  cabinets,  desks  and  ojfice  chairs 

Office  hsLYe  been  added  to  the  equipment  of  the  Bureau. 

Pumittire* 

Its  greatest  need  is  still  a  new  building  to  be 

erected  upon  the  lot  at  the  rear  of  the  present  building,  at  present 

occupied  by  a  stable. 
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CITY  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

Established,  1842.     Biiilt,  i860. 

Situation,  southern  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  52d  Street, 

Manhattan. 
Number  of  buildings,  11. 
Capacity  for  patients,  68g. 
Census  of  patients  October  i,  1905,  617. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  208. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Medical   service   in   charge  of   a   Board    of   30   visiting  physicians 

and  surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  22  graduate  physicians  and 

surgeons. 
Nurses  furnished  by  New  York  City  Training  School  (female). 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  pavilion  for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  par- 
^^^iu^^^^^^  alytie  patients,  was  utilized  early  in  the  year  cov- 
ered by  this  report  to  receive  female  employees, 
who  still  occupy  its  first  and  second  floors,  the  rooms  provided  for 
disturbed  patients  being  used  for  head  laundresses  and  employees 
of  that  class.  This  use  of  the  building  was  made  on  account  of  a 
fire  upon  December  23, 1904,  which  destroyed  the  dormitory  of  the 
laundry  building  and  made  it  necessary  to  remove  the  third  story, 
displacing  the  fifty-eight  women  who  occupied  the  two  upper 
floors  as  dormitories.  There  was  no  loss  of  life,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  destruction  of  some  clothing,  which  was  replaced 
by  the  department,  the  i)ersonal  loss  wa^  small. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  machinery  has  been  repaired  and 
reinstalled,  occupying  the  entire  first  floor,  the  second  floor  being 
now  in  use  as  an  ironing  room. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  dormitory  for  female  helpers 
Dormitory  lor     will  be  erected  at  an  early  day,  for  it  is  greatly 
Female  Helpers,  needed  to  relieve  the  pavilion  for  erysipelas,  dis- 
turbed and  paralytic  patients.    Large  numbers  of 
patients  have  slept  upon  springs  resting  on  chairs  in  the  over- 

*  For  BtatiBtiof,  see  page  107. 
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crowded  wards  of  the  Hospital.  The  presence  of  disturbed 
patients  in  the  general  wards  is  frequently  a  source  of  annoyance, 
as  their  disturbances  seriously  retard  the  recovery  of  patients  in 
need  of  quiet. 

The  top  floor  of  the  Erysipelas  pavilion  is  occupied  at  present 
by  both  male  and  female  erysipelas  patients,  in  diflferent  wards, 
but  using  the  same  bath  and  toilet  rooms,  an  inconvenient  and 
highly  undesirable  arrangement. 

The  new  reception  building,  of  which  an  illus- 

Buildlns.        tration  is  shown  opposite  page  58,  was  opened 

on  April  12,  1905,  and  its  use  has  made  possible 
great  improvement  in  the  reception  and  discharge  of  patients.  The 
patients  are  received,  and  their  histories  taken,  in  a  central 
entrance  hall,  from  which  they  pass  to  well  lighted  and  ventilated 
bath  rooms,  are  bathed,  vaccinated  if  necessary,  and  pass  to  the 
hospital  in  the  regulation  hospital  garments.  Their  own  clothing 
is  tagged,  sterilized  and  hung  up  in  the  basement  of  the  pavilion. 

One  of  the  rooms  formerly  used  as  a  reception  room  is  now 
occupied  as  a  clinical  laboratory. 

An  additional  story  is  being  placed  upon  the 

Memorial        Strecker  memorial  laboratory,  and  it  will  prob- 

Building.  ably  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  1906,  the  im- 
provements of  the  laboratory  building  including 
also  a  new  composition  floor  in  the  autopsy  room,  modem  plumb- 
ing throughout  and  new  mortuary  arrangements.  Space  is  also 
rendered  available  in  it  for  a  museum,  a  record  and  library  room, 
and  special  quarters  for  the  more  detailed  histological  examina- 
tion of  diseased  tissues,  and  for  experimental  pathology,  bacter- 
iology and  chemistry. 

Work  has  begun  upon  a  new  power  house  to 
'^^  Wa^r^*^      cost  about  $43,000,  including  the  installation  of 

boilers,  and  new  steam  and  water  supply  mains, 
replacing  the  old  power  plant  and  mains,  which  were  inadequate 
and  threatened  to  break  down.  It  is  improbable  that  this  im- 
provement will  be  completed  for  use  during  the  coming  winter. 
The  power  house  occupies  a  site  just  to  the  north  of  the  new  dormi- 
tory for  male  heli)ers  and  is  being  constructed  of  gray  pressed 
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brick  trimmed  with  blue  limestone.  Six  150  H.  P.  bailers  are  to 
be  installed,  and  there  will  be  a  coal  yard  on  the  north  side 
enclosed  by  a  brick  wall. 

The  Department  of  Docks  has  constructed  in 

Nc^V'  Dock 

front  of  this  new  boiler  plant  a  new  dock  75x20 
feet  in  dimensions,  which  will  enable  the  loading  of  ashes  to  go  on 
while  coal  is  being  unloaded  at  another  portion  of  the  dock. 
Heretofore  there  has  been  delay  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  oper- 
ations owing  to  the  limited  extent  of  the  dock. 

On  March  4,  1905,  the  census  of  the  hospital 
^^®"^y      registered  885,  stated  to  be  the  largest  number  of 

patients  cared  for  in  the  history  of  the  Hospital. 
The  overcrowding  has  been  so  great  that  three  emergency  pavilions 
are  being  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  Hospital,  corresponding 
somewhat  in  appearance  with  Ducker  Cottages,  but  not  of  remov- 
able construction.  Each  of  these  pavilions  is  designed  to  receive 
about  30  patients,  and  they  are  provided  with  diet  kitchens,  toilet 
rooms,  steam  heating  apparatus,  and  will  be  lighted  by  gas. 

It  is  proposed  to  place  convalescent  patients  in  these  pavilions, 
but  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  they  should  be  used  as  dormi- 
tories for  the  female  helpers,  who  are  strong  and  able  bodied  and 
would  occupy  the  pavilions  only  at  night  for  sleeping,  at  which 
time  the  insujficient  heat  in  buildings  of  this  construction  would 
be  less  felt  by  them. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Early  in  1905  the  total  number  of  attending 
Board.  physicians  and  surgeons,  with  the  chief  patholo- 

gist, constituting  the  Medical  Board,  was  set  at 
30.  A  rule  was  made  providing  that  no  vacancies  in  the  Board 
are  to  be  filled  until,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  number  of 
its  members  is  reduced  to  that  mentioned,  which  corresponds  to 
the  necessities  of  the  several  services,  this  being  done  to  ensure 
a  greater  uniformity  of  service.  At  the  same  time  it  was  deter- 
mined that  no  one  should  be  eligible  to  a  position  as  full  attending 
physician  or  surgeon  unless  a  graduate  of  at  least  eight  years 
standing  and  identified  at  least  five  years  with  the  branch  of 
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medicine  in  which  his  appointment  would  be  classified.  Reorgani- 
zation of  the  House  Staflf  is  also  receiving  consideration.  A  new 
code  of  rules  and  regulations  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

Several  excursions  on  the  steamboat  Fidelity 

"iMH^  tT"  'd*^    ^^^^  given  to  patients  and  employees,  with  great 

Employees.       benefit,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  another  year  it  will 

be  possible  to  provide  for  much  more  frequent  ex- 
cursions. Several  dances  have  been  given  for  and  by  the  em- 
ployees, and  the  Committee  commends  heartily  the  efforts  of  the 
various  officials  to  make  possible  this  reasonable  form  of  recre- 
ation, which  is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  employees,  and  has 
been  the  source  of  considerable  improvement  in  discipline. 
For  a  list  of  needs,  see  page  50. 

THE  NEW  YORK  CITY  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 

We  quote,  from  the  Superintendent,  a  few  interesting  items 
about  the  period  covered  by  this  report: 

"When  the  October  (1904)  preparatory  class  entered,  we  were 
enabled  to  use  the  laboratories  for  their  instruction,  which  was  a 
great  pleasure  to  all  teachers  concerned,  as  our  former  make- 
shifts had  been  in  many  cases  a  waste  of  time  and  a  severe  trial  of 
patience.  Our  third  year  lecture  course  was  carried  out  success- 
fully, so  that  now  the  pupils  are  enabled  to  receive  all  their  in- 
struction during  the  day,  the  only  evening  work  being  their 
studies,  which  we  naturally  expect  them  to  have. 

"In  this  year  also  the  first  course  of  lectures  given  by  the 
School  of  Philanthropy  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Alexander  Johnson, 
Assistant  Director  of  the  School.  It  was  very  successful  and 
much  interest  was  shown  in  the  work  by  those  who  were  privi- 
leged to  attend.  A  good  deal  of  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  that 
of  settling  back  into  routine,  and  reorganizing  a  great  deal  of  the 
detail  work,  a  task  which  outsiders  would  neither  understand  nor 
appreciate,  but  which  has  required  almost  constant  supervision  in 
order  to  avoid  jarring. 

"The  dining  hall  was  occupied  on  March  1,  1905,  and  a  month 
later  the  help  were  moved  up  to  their  rooms,  and  the  rooms  of  the 
first  floor  of  Schuyler  Hall  were  painted  and  placed  in  order  as  a 
sewing  room  and  bed  rooms  for  two  of  the  permanent  force  who 
did  not  occupy  rooms  with  the  help,  the  clerical  assistant  and 
assistant  dietitian.  The  Superintendent's  rooms  were  also  ar- 
ranged on  this  floor,  and  one  room  fltted  up  as  a  doctor's  office. 
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A  much  needed  item  of  repair  was  accomplished  by  placing  new 
locks  and  door  handles  on  all  the  rooms  of  Schuyler  Hall.*  The 
old  dining  hall  was  torn  down  and  steps  taken  to  put  the  grounds 
in  order,  which  was  quite  difficult  to  accomplish  on  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  ground  in  the  foundation  of  the  old  dining  halL 
The  west  and  south  sides  were  finished  by  the  first  of  August. 

"On  September  1,  1&05,  the  contractor  who  had  charge  of  put- 
ting up  the  new  boiler  house  at  City  Hospital,  b^an  the  work  of 
digging  trenches  through  the  grounds  for  the  new  steam  pipes,  so 
that  the  entrance  to  the  Home  is  at  present  in  almost  as  bad  con- 
dition as  during  the  heaviest  of  our  building  operations.  I  think 
it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  nurses  if  they  could  have  regu- 
lar systematic  exercise  in  a  gymnasium,  but  we  have  none,  and  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  provide  any  substitute." 

HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM.f 

Manhattan  Division. 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults,  including  the  blind  and 
those  suffering  from  chronic  diseases. 

Established  about  1734  in  City  Hall  Park;  removed  to  Bellevue  181 5; 
removed  to  Blackwell's  Island  1846. 

Situation,  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  70th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Number  of  buildings,  31. 

Census  of  inmates,  October  i,  1905,  2,267. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  182. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  11  visiting  physicians  and  sur- 
geons and  a  house  staff  of  7  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Niu'sing  service  in  charge  of  untrained  nurses  under  the  direction  of  a 
supervising  nurse. 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  new  floor  has  been  laid  in  the  women's  blind  ward,  repairs 
have  been  made  to  the  stone  dock  and  seawall,  and  a  new  stone 
wall  has  been  built  in  the  rear  of  the  north  pavilion.  All  dead 
trees  have  been  removed  and  the  roads  regraded  and  repaired.  A 
flag  pole  and  two  new  lamps  have  been  placed  in  front  of  the  Su- 

*  For  a  picture  of  "  Schuyler  Hall,"  and  the  new  adjoining  wings  ''Jones  Hall "  and  ''Rice: 
Han,*'  see  page  60. 

t  For  statistics,  see  page  107. 
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perintendent's  House,  which  has  been  overhauled,  newly  lined  and 
elapboarded  and  repainted. 

A  few  excursions  on  the  steamer  Fidelity  were 
Inmates  ^'    given  during  the  summer  for  the  benefit  of  the  old 

women,  and  were  greatly  enjoyed.  Arrangements 
could  be  made,  it  is  thought,  to  increase  the  number  of  such  excur- 
sions without  undue  difficulty  and  with  great  benefit  to  the 
inmates,  including  the  old  men.  The  employees  also  should 
receive  the  benefit  of  such  excursions.  Weekly  band  concerts 
were  given  throughout  the  summer,  as  in  the  past  few  years,  and 
were  appreciated  as  much  as  ever.  Many  visitors  have  gone  to  the 
Home  during  the  past  year  and  it  is  thought  that  the  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  inmates  by  residents  of  New  York  is  increasing. 

A  list  of  the  more  important  needs  at  this 

Needs 

institution  will  be  found  on  page  51.     One  of  the 

most  important  needs  is  the  provision  of  suitable  recreation  rooms 
for  both  the  men  and  women.  A  building  called  the  "Klondyke^' 
is  at  present  used  for  the  men,  but  as  it  has  an  uneven  floor  of 
ashes,  is  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  not  supplied  with 
proper  toilet  facilities,  it  is  not  a  fit  place  in  which  to  compel  the 
men,  especially  those  of  better  antecedents,  to  sit.  This  building 
is  an  improvement  over  its  predecessor,  but  should  be  replaced  by 
a  permanent  building  well  lighted,  of  sanitary  construction,  and 
having  adequate  toilet  facilities. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Salaries  In  the  first  half  of  1905  the  salaries  of  33 

Increased.  nurses  were  raised  from  f  150  to  f  180 ;  the  salaries 
of  3  nurses  from  |.150  to  $216 ;  the  salaries  of  3  nurses  from  fl80 
to  $300.  This  is  a  notable  improvement  long  favored  by  the 
Committee,  and  should  assist  the  Home  to  retain  the  more  com- 
petent nurses,  who  have  received  very  inadequate  salaries  for  a 
very  exacting  service. 

One  great  administrative  need  is  the  better 
of  ^Inmates?      distribution  of  inmates  at  the  Home,  notably  in 

the  case  of  crippled  men,  of  whom  there  are  a 
large  number  who  could  readily  be  transferred  to  male  blind  ward 
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No.  1,  a  large,  well  lighted,  and  ventilated  ward  on  the  ground 
floor  and  therefore  readily  accessible  to  this  relatively  disabled 
class  of  inmates.  The  Superintendent  has  provided  bedside  tables 
for  this  ward  and  no  reason  has  been  assigned  why  it  should  not 
be  occupied  by  the  crippled  men  instead  of  by  some  50  able  bodied 
male  employees,  or  unpaid  inmates,  who  are  in  it  at  present  only 
at  night  and  who  could  be  accommodated  elsewhere  in  other 
wards. 

METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL.* 

A  hospital  for  acute  cases,  as  well  as  those  of  long  standing,  and  for 
tuberculosis  patents. 

Established  1875  on  Ward's  Island;  removed  to  Blackwell's  Island 
1894. 

Location,  north  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  80th  Street,  Man- 
hattan. 

Number  of  buildings,  15. 

Capacity  for  patients,   1,100. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1905,  1,025. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees  October  i,  1905,  310. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  21  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  21. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Metropolitan  Training  School  for 
Nurses. 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Few  structural  improvements  of  importance  have 
Infirmary*      been  completed  at  this  institution  during  the  past 

year,  the  most  noteworthy  being  the  addition  of 
two  tents  at  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 

Four  buildings  are  being  erected,  of  the  same 
pTvufo"s^      temporary  character  as  those  described  upon  page 

59  as  under  construction  at  the  City  Hospital. 
They  will  form  a  needful  temporary  addition  to  the  capacity  of 
the  Hospital,  but  should  be  displaced,  at  the  earliest  possible 
day,  by  a  permanent  building. 

*For  statistics,  see  page  108. 
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A  dynamo  has  been  installed  in  the  power 
Bqulpment.      pJ^^^t  and  furnishes  current  for  the  operation  of 

apparatus  in  the  X-Ray  Laboratory,  where  a  serv- 
iceable new  equipment  has  been  installed.  This  dynamo  also  fur- 
nishes current  for  lighting  two  operating  rooms  and  the  delivery 
room,  and  power  for  several  sewing  machines. 

Plumbing  has  been  installed  in  several  places, 
Improvements.  *^^  steam  tables  and  plate  warmers  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  steam  mains,  eliminating  an  un- 
fortunate condition  made  the  subject  of  criticism  by  the  Commit- 
tee for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  steam  heating  pipes  have 
been  installed  in  a  building  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  main  hos- 
pital, where  the  female  nurses  of  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  sleep, 
and  the  grounds  around  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  have  been 
improved  by  laying  out  flower  beds,  and  present  a  much  more 
attractive  appearance. 

A  wing  of  one  of  the  old  wooden  pavilions  has 

Renovated"      *^^^  renovated  and  put  in  habitable  condition  for 

15  of  the  female  helpers  who  work  as  scrub  women, 
or  in  the  laundry.  The  Committee  renews  its  expression  of  hope 
that  the  occupation  of  these  old  buildings  will  soon  be  rendered 
entirely  unnecessary  by  the  building  of  the  dormitory  for  male 
helpers  now  contemplated,  the  building  of  a  new  nurses'  home, 
and  the  use  of  the  present  nurses'  home  as  a  dormitory  for  female 
helpers. 

Attention  is  called  elsewhere  to  the  need  for  electric  wiring  of 
this  institution  throughout,  and  the  supplying  of  electric  current 
by  a  central  plant  to  be  erected  on  BlackwelPs  Island  or  by  current 
from  other  sources.  The  use  of  oil  lamps  by  the  nurses  is  still 
continued  and  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  danger. 
Other  buildings  greatly  needed  are  included  in  the  list  on  page  51^ 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Superintendent  was  unfortunately  ill  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  year  covered  by  our  report,  his  duties  devolving 
upon  the  Deputy  Sui)erintendent,  but  the  Sui)erintendent  is  in 
better  liealth  and  has  returned  to  the  Hospital. 
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In  October,  1904,  Mr.  Christopher  Easton  resigned  the  posi- 
tion of  deputy  superintendent,  in  which  he  had  performed  duties 
of  a  valuable  sociological  character  among  the  tuberculous  pa- 
tients, striving  to  make  the  infirmary  of  value  to  those  most  need- 
ing it,  by  attention  to  the  needs  and  complaints  of  individual 
patients.  The  Committee  believes  the  fact  well  established  that 
the  tuberculous  patient,  probably  more  than  any  other,  requires 
direct,  personal  interest  and  advice,  and  that  in  view  of  the 
size  and  importance  of  the  tuberculosis  department  of  the  Metro- 
politan Hospital,  a  medical  man  of  considerable  experience  and 
success  in  the  care  of  the  tuberculous  should  be  in  residence  at 
this  part  of  the  institution. 

Members  of  this  Committee  have  heard  with  some  frequency 
that  these  are  wards  of  a  hospital,  not  a  sanatorium,  and  it  is 
evident  that  so  long  as  such  a  misconception  prevails  as  to  the 
requirements  'of  tuberculous  patients,  the  city  can  expect  but 
mediocre  results  from  an  institution  which  should  set  the  stand- 
ard in  its  class. 

The  Superintendent  has  called  our  attention 

Unreliable       ^  ^^^  unprofitable  character  of  hospital  helpers 

Employees.  ,  ^  r-  ir 

employed  at  salaries  ranging  from  $60  to  $180 
per  annum  (with  maintenance),  of  whom  there  were  141  on  the 
July  pay  roll  in  1905.  Of  these,  only  two  received  $180  a  year, 
while  sixteen  received  $60  per  annum,  four  received  $90,  four- 
teen received  $120,  and  one  hundred  and  five  received  $150,  per 
annum.  The  incumbents  of  these  positions  are  constantly  chang- 
ing, to  such  an  extent  that  three  hundred  is  a  conservative  esti- 
mate of  the  number  dismissed  in  the  course  of  a  year,  for  ab- 
sence without  leave,  intoxication,  incompetency,  disorderly  con- 
duct, and  kindred  causes,  while  about  half  that  many  in  addi- 
tion will  resign,  fail  to  report,  or  be  dropped  on  account  of  ill- 
ness. 

Only  a  small  fraction  of  the  helpers  in  these  grades  remain 
for  an  entire  year,  and  so  frequent  are  the  vacancies  that  only 
about  two-thirds  (say  $13,000)  of  the  aggregate  salaries  ($19,- 
110)  of  the  141  positions  will  have  been  paid  by  the  end  of  the 
year.     In  other  words,  the  work  of  this  hospital,  probably  the 
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largest  in  the  country,  is  poorly  done  by  an  insufficient,  under- 
paid force,  if  indeed  what  should  be  considered  really  necessary 
is  done,  actually,  and  we  agree  with  the  Superintendent  that  it 
would  seem  more  profitable  to  employ  fewer  men  with  more  skill, 
at  higher  wages,  which  would  give  several  less  on  maintenance, 
than  to  employ  this  multitude  of  workers  with  their  constant 
changes  from  month  to  month,  which  entails  loss  of  time  at  each 
change,  and  consequent  delay  in  carrying  out  the  work.  But 
better  still,  a  more  reliable  and  competent  class  of  helpers  should 
be  attracted  by  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  lower  grades  to  $10 
a  month,  with  maintenance,  establishing  a  higher  grade  of  $20 
per  month  for  those  now  paid  f  12.50,  and  increasing  the  salaries 
of  100  helpers  to  fl5  per  month  (from  flO). 

Manager  of  the         ^^  ^^  Spring  of  1905  a  woman  was  placed 
lafimiary  Dining-  in  charge  of  the  dining-hall  at  the  Tuberculosis 
■*^™'  Infirmary.     With     seven     years     experience     in 

teaching  Domestic  Science  at  the  Oread  Institute,  she  undertook 
this  work  March  21st  at  the  salary  hitherto  paid  to  men  in  thc^ 
same  position,  expecting  to  remain  three  months  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  her  experience  in  institutional  work.  Her  efforts 
are  regarded  by  the  Departmental  Dietitian  as  demonstrating 
conclusively  the  advantage  for  this  position  of  one  trained  over 
one  untrained  in  the  profession  of  housekeeping  and  food  adminis- 
tration. Great  improvement  was  noticed  in  the  work  of  serving 
the  food  in  the  dining-hall,  in  caring  for  the  equipment  of  the 
dining-hall,  in  handling  the  employees,  and  in  distributing  the 
food  to  the  greater  satisfaction  of  the  patients  and  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  institution  and  doctors'  orders. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL  TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

We  quote  the  following  interesting  comments  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  school,  upon  the  year's  work : — 

"The  establishment  of  a  well  defined  curriculum,  planned  to 
meet  the  special  requirements  of  the  hospital,  has  been  the  most 
important  work  of  the  school  during  the  past  year.  The  instruc- 
tion of  the  Preparatorv  Class  is  now  given  by  our  Second  Assist- 
ant, instead  of  at  the  New  York  City  Training  School,  and  a  Diet 
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Kitchen  and  small  laboratory  has  been  equipped  in  the  Nurses' 
Home^  where  instruction  is  given  by  the  Hospital  Dietitian.  A 
full  course  of  lectures  has  been  planned  to  be  given  during  the 
Senior  Term  by  members  of  the  Visiting  Staff.  The  post  gradu* 
ate  nurses  are  now  required  to  take  an  examination  at  the  end  of 
the  six  months'  course. 

"In  February,  1905,  two  extra  nurses  and  seven  orderlies  were 
added  to  our  staff,  owing  to  the  increase  in  census.  In  July  an 
extra  orderly  was  asked  for  and  granted  for  Ward  Q.  The  nurses 
employed  for  the  Infirmary  were  all  given  rooms  in  the  Annex 
of  the  Hospital  owing  to  the  Home  being  overcrowded.  The  female 
employees  were  transferred  from  the  Annex  to  a  pavilion,  in  or- 
der to  make  the  change.  The  Infirmary  nurses  are  thus  subjected 
to  the  great  inconvenience  of  sleeping  in  one  building,  having 
their  meals  in  another,  and  working  in  a  third. 

"An  extra  assistant  was  allowed  for  the  Training  School 
Office,  and  the  services  were  very  much  improved  by  increases  in 
salary  for  the  following  positions,  viz.,  Supervising  Nurses, 
Trained  Nurses,  Head  Pupil  Nurses,  Orderlies  for  the  G.  U.  Ward, 
the  Housekeeper  and  Domestics  at  the  Home. 

"The  Annual  Commencement  was  held  on  May  27th,  1905, 
when  diplomas  were  presented  to  ten  graduates  and  nine  post- 
graduates.'' 

The  school,  as  will  be  noted,  is  badly  in  need  of  a  new  Nurses^ 
Home,  with  adequate  accommodations  for  the  constantly  increas- 
ing number  of  nurses,  and  facilities  for  educational  work. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND 

SCHOOLS.* 

For  the  care  of  destitute  sick,  crippled  and  defective  children. 

Children's  Hospital.    Cagacity,  675.    Established  1837. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded.    Capacity,  368  beds. 

Custodial  Asylum.    Capacity,  411  beds. 

Number  of  buildings,  50. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  all  institutions,  397. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  20  and  a  house  staff  of 
4  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervisor  and  paid  untrained  nurses. 

Census  October  i,  1905;  Children's  Hospital,  543;  School  for  Feeble- 
minded, 343;  Custodial  Asylum,  396;  total  1,282. 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  109. 
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STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

One  of  the  needs  noted  in  the  Committee^s  re- 
rema  ory.      ^^^  dated  October  1,  1904,  has  been  met  by  the 

erection  of  a  crematory  for  garbage,  dressings,  etc.,  which  adjoins 
the  gas  house  and  constitutes  the  only  permanent  new  building 
upon  which  work  has  begun  during  the  year  covered  by  the  report. 

Of  perhaps  greater  importance  has  been  the 
n  ng  av  on.  transformation  of  the  wooden  pavilion  north  of 
the  school  for  the  feeble-minded,  for  use  as  a  dining  room  and 
laundry  by  the  feeble-minded  girls,  for  whom  an  enclosed  corridor 
has  been  built  from  the  school  to  the  dining-room.  The  old  dining- 
room  in  the  school  is  now  used  as  a  play-room,  and  the  bed  ca- 
pacity of  the  school  has  been  increased  by  taking  the  old  playroom 
for  dormitory  purposes. 

Minor  Many  other  structural  improvements  have  been 

Improvements,  made,  including  new  floors,  plumbing  and  various 
alterations  of  importance.  Progress  has  been  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  macadamized  road  from  the  wharf  through  the  grove 
toward  the  north  portion  of  the  Island,  and  considerable  cleaning 
up  of  the  grounds  has  been  accomplished. 
Quarantine  ^^^  ^^^  shops  having  been  removed,  use  has  been 

Facilities        made  of  the  old  quarantine  pavilions  as  carpenter 
Decreased.        shops.     Only  the  three  new  pavilions  now  afford 
proper  facilities  for  isolation,  and  these  are  not,  we  believe,  suffi- 
cient to  care  for  any  unusual  amount  of  contagion.     The  number 
of  isolation  pavilions  should  be  increased. 

A  small  open  shelter  has  been  built  adjacent 
the  small  pavilion  for  "chair  cases''  and  affords 
improved  conditions  in  summer  for  the  care  of  this  most  hopeless 
class  of  idiots.     It  is  hoped  that  further  improvements  will  be  ef- 
fected in  the  treatment  of  these  distressing  cases. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

An  additional  kindergartner  has  been  appoint- 
Improvements.    ^^  ^^  ^^^  School  for  Feeble-minded,  after  a  va- 
cancy of  over  a  year.     In  the  custodial  asylum  an  improved  classi- 
fication of  idiots  has  been  adopted,  the  youngest  having  been  re- 
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moved  to  the  old  reception  building,  while  those  a  little  older 
are  separated  from  the  adult  idiots.  The  Children's  Hospital  has 
been  improved  at  the  expense  of  the  Infants'  Hospital,  which  has 
been  abandoned,  and  children  having  eye  diseases,  &c.,  have  been 
located  in  the  former  Infants'  Hospital. 

The  admission  of  patients  to  the  Infants'  Hos- 

Abandonment     pj^^j  ^^^  discontinued  in  June,  1904,  by  Oommis- 
of  Infants'  .  ^   „         ,         ,      ,    ,  .^        ,.  .         - 

Service.  sioner  Tully,  who  adopted  the  alternative  of  send- 

ing the  infants,  and  also  the  mothers  and  infants, 
heretofore  sent  to  this  institution,  to  various  private  institutions, 
especially  the  New  York  Foundling  Hospital  and  the  New  York 
Infant  Asylum,  which  receive  per  capita  payments  from  the  City 
Treasury.  The  number  of  patients  in  the  Infants'  Hospital  has 
gradually  decreased  since  the  above  date,  and  the  institution  was 
closed,  so  far  as  the  care  of  infants  is  concerned,  on  September  8, 
1905.  By  far  the  larger  number  of  destitute  infants  in  this  city 
have  long  been  cared  for  in  private  institutions  receiving  per 
capita  allowances  from  the  city.  The  few  heretofore  sent  to  Ran- 
dall's Island  have  included  a  considerable  proportion  having 
some  contagious  or  infectious  disease. 

The  offices  of  dietitian  and  dentist  remain  va- 
cant, and  that  of  instructor  in  physical  culture. 
This  institution,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Department,  and 
of  a  character  requiring  most  careful  attention  to  dietaries,  should 
not  be  deprived  longer  of  the  services  of  a  competently  trained  in- 
cumbent in  the  first  mentioned  of  these  vacant  offices. 

That  an  institution  for  over  1,200  children  should  remain 
month  after  month  without  regular  dental  service  seems  incred- 
ible, and  it  is  hoped  by  the  Committee  that  the  necessary  steps 
will  be  taken  to  secure,  at  an  early  day,  the  services  of  a  dental 
surgeon  who  will  make  regular  visits,  or  of  a  paid  dentist  from 
whom  the  dental  needs  of  the  children  will  receive  regular  and 
ample  care.  Not  only  is  this  necessary  for  the  reasonable  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  the  children,  but  it  is  most  important  in  its 
relation  to  the  general  health  of  the  inmates  of  these  institutions. 
Neglected  teeth  conditions  are  recognized  in  modem  medical  prac- 
tice as  productive  of  varied  bodily  ailments.     Systematic  care  of 
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the  teefh  has  greatly  improved  the  condition  of  the  inmates  at  the 
Bome  State  Custodial  Asylum. 

While  the  instruction  in  the  gymnasium  has,  so  far  as  observed, 
been  creditable  to  the  orderly  detailed  to  that  duty,  the  Com- 
mittee renews  the  expression  of  its  opinion  that  a  trained  and  ex- 
perienced instructor  in  physical  culture  should  be  appointed  to 
supervise  and  take  part  in  the  conduct  of  this  work,  to  avail  fully 
of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  gymnasium  for  the  better 
physical  development  of  the  children  on  the  Island,  many  of 
whom  remain  in  these  institutions  for  long  periods  of  time. 

On  the  opposite  page  is  a  picture  of  a  class  in  the  gymnasium. 

The  good  work  of  the  band  has  continued,  and 
opposite  page  66  is  a  photograph  of  the  mem- 
bers in  their  uniforms. 

This  continues  to  progress  and  some  excellent 

'"w***^       product  is  turned  OT;it,  notably  from  the  basket 

shop  illustrated  opposite  page  67. 

« 

MUNICIPAL  LODGING  HOUSE.* 

An  institution  for  the  temporary  shelter  of  homeless  persons  not  in 

need  of  hospital  treatment. 
Established  December,  1896. 

Situation,  398  First  Avenue,  near  Twenty-third  Street,  Manhattan. 
Number  of  buildings,  i. 

Number  of  beds,  265  for  men  and  40  for  women ;  total,  305. 
Highest  number  of  applicants  for  lodgings  in  one  day  during  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1905,  469  men,  33  women. 
Number  of  ofEcers  and  employees,  paid,  18 ;  unpaid,  31 ;  total,  49. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Hour  of  admission,  5  P.  M.  for  women ;  7  P.  M.  for  men. 
Hour  of  discharge,  6.30  A.  M.  for  men ;  7  A.  M.  for  women. 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Repairs  have  been  made  to  the  roof,  toilets,  steam  pipe,  shower 
baths,  etc.,  the  chief  improvement  being  that  of  the  erection  of 
copi)er  boilers  for  the  cooking  of  coffee,  tea  and  cereals.     Speak- 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  110. 
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ing  tubes  have  been  installed  connecting  the  office  with  the  differ- 
ent dormitories  and  the  engineer's  department. 

A  wash  stand  has  been  provided,  with  hot  and 
Women's        ^^j^  water  to  enable  the  women  to  wash  their 

Dormitory. 

faces  and  make  themselves  presental>le  when  leav- 
ing the  institution  in  the  morning,  there  having  been  no  such  pro- 
vision before  the  installation  of  this  stand.  It  is  deep  enough  to 
be  used  by  the  women  for  washing  the  underwear  of  the  children 
or  other  small  pieces  of  their  own  clothing,  this  being  encouraged 
and  at  times  rigidly  enforced  by  the  Lodging-House  authorities. 

This  institution  has  adopted  a  device  in  vogue 
Cleansiiis       ^^  ^^  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  on  Black- 

Bed  3prin^s« 

weirs  Island  for  cleansing  bed  springs  from  ver- 
min, etc.  A  pan  about  33  inches  long,  7  inches  wide  and  7  inches 
deep,  is  filled  with  a  cleansing  fiuid  sufficiently  deep  to  cover  the 
wooden  end  of  a  wire  mattress.  The  ends  of  the  springs  are  in- 
serted in  this,  each  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
spring  are  sprayed  with  the  liquid,  as  are  the  floors  and  walls ;  the 
liquid  remaining  in  the  pans  is  then  poured  back  through  a  fine 
sieve  into  a  barrel  to  be  used  again .  when  necessary.  Any  vermin 
present  in  the  liquid  will  remain  upon  the  sieve  and  if  observed 
will  indicate  that  the  springs  and  dormitory  need  renewed  at- 
tention. 

A  large  number  of  tin  cups  are  used  in  the 
sterilizing       dining  room  to  serve  tea,  coffee  and  water.    The 

doctor  having  called  the  attention  of  a  member  of 
the  Committee  to  the  danger  from  germs  secreted  in  the  crevices  be- 
neath the  rim  of  tin  cups,  which  Is  usually  rolled  over  a  wire, 
the  suggestion  was  made  by  the  Committee  that  these  cups,  after 
use,  be  sterilized  in  the  steam  kettles.  This  is  now  done.  We 
quote  from  the  report  of  the  Superintendent : 

"Immediately  after  the  using  of  our  tin  cups  for  coffee  or  tea, 
they  are  thoroughly  washed  and  then  placed  in  our  steam  kettles 
and  a  full  head  of  steam  turned  on  and  allowed  to  remain  there 
for  some  time  in  order  to  destroy  any  germs  that  might  lurk 
about  the  crevices  of  the  wire  bent  rims  of  said  cups.  All  tin 
spoons,  etc.,  are  sterilized  in  like  manner.  We  deem  this  to  be 
of  great  importance  in  preventing  the  spreading  of  diseases, 
especially  those  of  a  venereal  character." 
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It  seems  to  us  that  this  expedient  should  be  adopted  in  all 
of  the  lodging  houses  of  the  City,  and  its  enforcement  provided 
for  by  a  rule  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution 
Rules  Posted,     have  been  printed  on  large  placards  which  have 

been  framed  and  hung  in  the  dormitories  for  men 
and  women  and  the  main  rooms  of  the  Lodging  House. 

riedical  The  attending  physician  is  now  on  duty  from 

Examinations.  6  p.  m.  to  12  P.  M.  to  examine  applicants  for  lodg- 
ings. To  some,  medication  is  given  after  a  very  brief  examina- 
tion, and  non-contagious  cases  needing  hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  Bellevue  Hospital.  Some  contagious  cases 
are  sent  to  the  Willard-Parker  Hospital,  and  lodgers  with 
venereal  diseases  are  assigned  to  separate  beds  in  the 
dormitory  and  an  effort  made  to  send  them  to  the 
City  Hospital,  through  the  Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults. 
There  is  great  need  for  a  more  rigid  and  searching  examination 
to  detect  such  diseases,  and  the  Committee  has  recommended  that 
a  resident  physician  be  provided  for  this  institution  with  such  as- 
sistance as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  thorough  examination. 
After  they  reach  the  dormitories,  the  lodgers  are  examined  by  the 
physician  to  ascertain  whether  vaccination  is  needed,  and  all  who 
do  not  show  a  good  scar  are  vaccinated. 
Employment  The  lodgers  are  sent  in  considerable  numbers  to 

Bureau.  the  different  institutions  in  the  Departments  of 

Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  and  Public  Charities  to  fill  posi- 
tions as  mechanics,  helpers  and  domestics.  Many  have  been 
.  placed  also  in  positions  with  private  employers  throughout  the 
City  and  neighboring  places.  Many  are  sent  for  employment  by 
the  contractors  having  the  removal  of  snow. 

Iron  treads  are  much  needed  for  tlie  stairways, 
the  present  treads  being  composed  of  wood  and 
much  worn,  and  not  fireproof. 

Opposite  page  71  is  an  illustration  of  the  new 
New  Buildlns:.    b^ji^i^g  for  which  plans  have  been  drawn  as  an- 
ticipated in  the  Committee's  report  dated  October  1,  1904.     The 
building  as  planned  is  to  be  of  fireproof  construction,  six  stories  in 
height  and  to  accommodate  about  700  men  and  women  as  lodgers. 
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On  July  22,  1904,  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 
approved  the  purchase  of  a  site  nearly  100  feet  square  upon  Twen- 
ty-fifth Street,  east  of  First  Avenue,  directly  at  the  rear  of  the 
property  of  the  Bellevue  Training  School  for  nurses,  and  adjoin- 
ing a  yard  used  by  the  Department  of  Water  Supply,  Gas  and 
Electricity,  next  to  the  East  River.  An  appropriation  of  |135,000 
was  made  October  7,  1904,  of  which  $41,500  was  to  cover  the  pur- 
chase price  of  the  above  site,  and  the  purchase  price  ($20,081.14) 
of  the  site  on  Staten  Island  condemned  for  the  Cottage  Colony, 
leaving  about  |73,000  available  for  the  new  building  of  the  Lodg- 
ing House.  This  was  agreed  by  Commissioner  Tully  and  the 
architect  to  be  insufficient  to  enable  the  erection  of  an  adequate 
structure,  and  plans  were  drawn  for  a  building  to  cost  about 
1175,000,  careful  consideration  being  given  to  the  details  neces- 
sary to  make  the  building  a  model  institution  for  the  purpose. 

Advertisement  of  the  plans  has  been  made,  and  it  is  contem- 
plated to  utilize  $100,000  of  the  1904  betterment  fund  to  supple- 
ment the  $73,000  above  mentioned,  to  the  extent  required  by  the 
bids,  which  will  be  opened  on  October  17,  1905.* 


EMPLOYMENT  AGENT. 

The  employment  agent  reports  an  improvement  in  the  class 
of  helpers  throughout  the  Department,  more  particularly  in  the 
Metropolitan  Hospital  and  City  Hospital,  the  New  York  City 
Home  for  fhe  Aged  and  Infirm  and  the  Training  Schools ;  and  that 
a  very  much  better  grade  of  female  helpers  can  usually  be  pro- 
cured for  the  last  named  institutions,  as  the  salaries  for  some  few 
of  these  positions  are  more  remunerative  than  others.  During 
the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1905  the  agent  found  more  or  less  diffi- 
culty in  securing  laundresses  and  helpers  for  the  New  York  City 
Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools,  owing  to  the  low  rate  of  wages 
paid  there,  and  the  great  demand  for  out-of-town  service. 


*  Upon  opening  the  bids,  the  lowest  was  found  to  be  $278,900,  and  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $115,000  was  made  November  8, 1906.  The  contract  has  been  awarded  and  work  is  under  way  upon 
the  new  building,  as  this  report  goes  to  press. 
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STEAMBOATS  AND  DOCKS. 

The  boats  belonging  to  the  Department  carried,  during  the 
year  covered  by  this  report,  over  half  a  million  passengers  to 
Blackwell's,  KandalPs  and  Staten  Islands. 

The  summer  exctirsions  for  the  children  on  RandalPs  Island 
and  the  inmates  of  the  City  Home  and  City  Hospital  were  con- 
tinued with  increased  success,  and  were  much  enjoyed  by  all 
concerned.  The  Randall's  Island  band  played  upon  these  trips 
and  added  greatly  to  their  pleasure.  The  number  of  excursions 
was  as  follows : 

From  Randall's  Island. 

Number  of        Total  number 
Class.  trips.  carried. 

For  Boys 23  1,963 

"    Girls    17  l,ld3 

"    Women    1  46 

"    Babies   1  OS 

Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 
"    Women    2  174 

From  City  Hospital. 
"    Patients    2  227 


Total    46  3,630 

At  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Street  dock,  a  small 
waiting  room,  heated  by  a  stove,  has  been  built  for  employees, 
visitors  and  others  awaiting  the  RandalPs  Island  boat  At  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Street  waiting  room,  a  new  door- 
way, facing  the  river,  was  opened,  and  the  old  doorways  were 
replaced  by  windows. 

As  Harlem  Hospital  is  soon  to  move  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
last  mentioned  dock,  and  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the  service 
at  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Street,  which  is  blocked  by 
railroad  floats  a  large  part  of  the  time,  the  Committee  has  sug- 
gested that  permission  be  secured  to  use  the  dock  at  the  foot  of 
East  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Street,  to  which  the  electric 


]'. 
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car  line  inight  readily  be  extended  from  its  present  terminus  at 
First  Avenue. 

At  the  Seventieth  Street  dock  the  Department  of  Correction 
provided  (at  the  suggestion  of  this  Committee,  transmitted 
through  the  Department  of  Public  Charities)  a  toilet  room  for 
women,  opening  from  the  waiting  room,  which  was  painted,  and 
furnished  with  a  number  of  life-preservers,  much  needed  up  to 
that  time. 

The  ferry  service  at  this  point  is  very  inconvenient,  owing  to 
its  distance  from  all  street  cars,  and  the  small  waiting  room  is 
too  small,  and  unsuitable  for  the  hospital  nurses,  visitors  and 
patients  who  must  use  it  in  common  with  visitors  and  employees 
of  the  workhouse.  It  is  desirable  that  a  separate  ferry  be  estab- 
lished from  the  foot  of  East  Eighty-sixth  Street  to  the  new  dock 
at  the  Metropolitan  Hospital. 

STABLE,  STOREHOUSE  AND  BAKERY. 

A  new  iron  roof  has  been  built  upon  the  storehouse,  replac- 
ing one  which  had  been  in  use  since  1867.  The  inside  of  the 
storehouse  was  repainted  and  the  roof  of  the  stable  reshingled. 
The  storekeeper  states  that  the  quality  of  supplies  has  been  main- 
tained, quantities  have  been  sufficient,  and  deliveries  by  contrac- 
tors have  been  generally  prompt. 
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Boroughs  op  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 

The  Visiting  Committee  for  these  Boroughs  has,  within  the 
past  year,  grown  in  membership,  and  has  maintained  its  record  for 
frequent  and  efficient  visitation  of  the  various  hospitals  and  insti- 
tutions listed  on  page  42  in  this  report,  many  details  of  improve 
ments  and  needs  observed  by  the  visitors  being  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages.* 

The   officials   have   been   supported   in   well- 
and'comm^      devised  plans  for  improvement  of  the  institutions, 

and  reports  upon  serious  conditions  have  been  pre- 
sented, with  suggestions  for  their  remedy.  The  Committee  has 
made  constant  efforts  to  relieve  unfavorable  surroundings  of  pa- 
tients, inmates  and  employees  and  has  continued  its  custom  of 
providing  treats  of  ice  cream  in  summer,  Christmas  trees  with 
gifts  for  young  and  old,  and  much  friendly,  personal  attention 
to  individuals. 

At  the  Kings  County  Hospital,  the  Kindergar- 
ten  has  received  the  continued  support  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  supplement  of  the  salary  paid  to  the  kindergartner  by 
the  city,  and  in  the  provision  of  a  kindergartner  during  the  sum- 
mer, when  pupils  from  the  Pratt  Institute  and  Adelphi  College 
were  not  available.  The  improvement  of  the  children  in  the  Kin- 
dergarten during  the  summer  of  1905  has  been  especially  note- 
worthy. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  these  Bor- 
Speciai  oughs  has  availed  frequently  of  opportunities  to 

take  part  in  inspections  by  the  Commissioner  and 
Deputy  Commissioner,  and  has,  by  invitation  of  the  District  At- 
torney, addressed  the  Grand  Jury,  as  in  past  years,  and  has  made 
individually  or  assisted  special  investigations  as  to  the  needs  for 
new  institutions  and  buildings  in  the  Department,  and  their  lo- 
cation. 

Special  visits  and  meetings  have  been  arranged  to  enable  rep- 
resentative citizens  to  learn  of  the  improvements  and  needs  of  pub- 
lic charities. 

*  For  a  more  complete  accomit  of  the  committee^s  mode  of  visitation  and  its  activities,  see  pa^^e 
78  of  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  N.  T.  City  Visiting  Committee,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Secretary,  Alexander  C.  Proudfit,  105  East  22nd  Street,  New  York. 
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By  the  generosity  of  a  friend,  the  Ck)mmittee 

Employment  of     j^^^^  ^^^^  enabled  to  extend  to  the  City  Home  for 
The  Infirm*  "^ 

the  Aged  and  Infirm,  on  Clarkson  Street,  the  work 

of  employment  for  the  infirm,  described  in  greater  detail  elsewhere 
in  this  report,  and  in  separate  leaflets  published  by  the  Committee, 
which  may  be  secured  upon  application. 

Other  activities  of  the  Brooklyn  Committee 
J^**^'  comprise  the  temporary  support,  partial  or  entire, 

of  individuals  in  Stony  Wold  and  other  institu- 
tions, and  a  close  co-operation  with  the  work  for  children  carried 
on  by  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association.  The  Visiting  Commit- 
tee shared  the  expenses  of  the  Joint  Committee  which  cares  for 
foundlings  and  motherless  children,  has  taken  an  individual  in- 
terest in  the  children  and  supplied  their  clothing,  and  has  ad- 
vanced money  for  emergency  uses,  and  for  incidental  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  care  of  babies  from  Brooklyn. 


NEEDS  FOR  ADDITIONAL  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 

While  provision  has  been  made  by  the  city  in  part,  as  detailed 
hereinafter,  for  the  very  desirable  enlargement  of  hospital  facili- 
ties at  Coney  Island  and  for  the  rapidly  growing  population  in  the 
region  of  Brownsville,  the  general  needs  of  the  Boroughs  of  Brook- 
lyn and  Queens  remain  the  same  as  noted  in  our  last  report.  At 
Kings  County  and  Cumberland  Street  Hospitals,  the  number  of 
floor  beds  in  use  during  the  preceding  winter  was  exceeded  in 
1904-05,  and  Jamaica,  Long  Island  City  and  other  districts  of  the 
Borough  of  Queens  are  still  without  any  public  hospital,  nor  have 
appropriations  been  made  by  the  city  for  their  relief. 

These  needs  should  be  met,  as  noted  in  our  re- 
New  Central      port   of    October,    1904,    and    as    detailed    more 
*"  fully  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  for 

UoevH^a.       the  year  1904,*  by  the  establishment  of  relatively 

small,  but  adequately  equipped,  emergency  hos- 
pitals. Plans  should  be  prepared  for  a  new  general  hospital,  to 
accommodate  500  or  more  patients,  and  to  be  located  with  special 

*See  page  866,  report  by  Gen.  Med,  Supt.  for  Boroughs  of  B.  and  Q. 
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reference  to  the  establishment  of  an  efficient  system  of  trans- 
fers from  the  above  mentioned  emergency  hospitals^  and  to  co- 
operate in  its  work  with  Kings  County  and  Cumberland  Street 
Hospitals. 

An  appropriation  sufficient  to  acquire  a  site  for  this  new  cen- 
tral hospital,  and  to  commence  its  erection,  is  now  being  sought 
by  the  Department 

It  has  been  observed  by  the  General  Medical 
Administration    Superintendent  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens  that  mem- 

Dependendes.     ^^^  ^'  *^^  ^*^^  sometimes  regard  their  service 

at  small,  dependent  hospitals  as  a  virtual  banish- 
ment, by  reason  of  the  irregular  character  of  the  service  and  the 
absence  of  "interesting^^  cases.  This  attitude  is  not  conducive  to 
the  best  treatment  of  patients  and  is  not  creditable  to  those  who 
exhibit  the  feeling,  but  as  means  to  correct  it,  the  Committee  sug- 
gests that  efficiency  in  this  service  be  credited  in  some  marked  way 
upon  the  record  of  the  individual  members  of  the  staff,  and  its  ab- 
sence similarly  noted.  Particular  credit  might  be  given  for  practi- 
cal suggestions  looking  toward  improvements  in  the  service  at 
such  hospitals,  and  where  a  special  degree  of  executive  ability 
appeared  in  a  member  of  the  staff,  some  additional  responsibility 
in  management  might  be  devolved  upon  him. 

The  increased  resi)onsibility  devolved  upon  those  under  whom 
these  conditions  must  be  worked  out,  should  be  accompanied  by 
ample  remuneration,  both  for  the  higher  officials,  and  for  the 
staff  if  necessary,  since  the  service  of  a  competent  official,  if  he  is 
adequately  salaried,  is  often  yielded  with  a  devotion  and  enthusi- 
asm quite  beyond  measurement  in  money  value  to  the  city,  and 
of  priceless  benefit  to  the  patients. 
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KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

Established,  1845. 

Situation,  Clarkson  Street,  Brookljm. 

Number  of  buildings,  20. 

Capacity  for  patients  668. 

Census  of  patients,  October  ist,  1905,  479. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  207. 

Chief  executive  officer.  General  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Bor- 
oughs of  Brookl}/!!  and  Queens. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  27  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  16  graduate  physicians  and  sur- 
geons. 

Nurses  furnished  by  Kings  County  Hospital  Training  School  for 
Nurses. 

The  only  new  building  provided  for  patients 
Pavilion.        ^^  Kings  County  Hospital  during  the  year  is  the 

new  separate  pavilion  for  the  temporary  isolation 
of  positive  or  suspected  cases  of  contagious  disease.  The  build- 
ing will  probably  not  be  ready  to  occupy  for  over  six  months, 
nor  will  it  add  materially  to  the  capacity  of  the  hospital,  although 
it  meets  a  need  many  times  reported  by  the  Committee  and  con- 
stitutes a  valuable  addition  for  its  special  purpose. 

This  very  needful  adjunct  to  the  new  power 
house  has  been  contracted  for  and  is  nearing 
completion. 

The  new  power  plant,  the  kitchen  and  dining 
^'ndi^*^       room  building,  and  the  store  house,  contracted 

for  in  1903,  were  all  completed  and  occupied 
early  in  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  and  are  notable  improve- 
ments in  the  various  departments  of  the  hospital  service  for 
which  they  were  provided. 

Porch  on  A  contract  has  been  awarded  for  an  addition 

Nurses'  Home,    at  each  end  of  the  front  porch  of  the  Nurses' 
Home,  a  desirable  extension  of  their  limited  means  for  recreation. 
Numerous  minor  improvements  have  been  made. 

*For  statistics,  see  pasre  IIS. 
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Administrative  Improvements. 

The  improvements  in  administration  have  been  notable. 

Large  numbers  of  tuberculous  men  and  women 
Tuberculous      jjg^y^  j^j.  several  years  occupied  beds  as  patients 

Removed.  ^^  Kings  County  Hospital,  some  seventy  men  fill- 
ing a  separate  hospital  building,  while  the  re- 
mainder were  cared  for  in  the  general  wards,  to  the  great  danger 
of  the  other  patients  and  with  no  small  disadvantage  to  the  tuber- 
culous patients  themselves.  In  wards  1-4  there  were  117  patients 
on  March  2d,  1905,  including  42  men  with  positive  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis and  16  suspects.  In  these  wards  the  excess  of  patients 
on  February  27,  1905,  was  48,  and  these  extra  patients  occupied 
beds  made  up  directly  on  the  floor  of  the  wards.  On  that  night 
there  were  115  such  floor  beds  in  use  in  Kings  County  Hospital. 
Patients  convalescent  from  pneumonia  were  in  dangerous  prox- 
imity to  the  tuberculous. 

The  Committee  presented  to  the  Commissioner 

Overcrowded      on  March  7th,  1905,  a  graphic  word  picture  of 
Children's  Wards.  .,  ^...    ^  i     i^xu  a-        •     ^i. 

these  conditions,  and  of  the  overcrowding  m  the 

children's  service,  which  had  brought  about  an  objectionable  com- 
mingling of  children  with  adults,  and  of  children  having  eye,  skin 
and  other  contagious  diseases,  with  children  having  simple  non- 
contagious ailments. 

Upon  investigation  of  these  conditions,  Com- 
rans  ers.  missioner  TuUy  removed  from  the  general  wards 
in  April  and  May,  1905,  all  the  tuberculous  men  and  women  in 
condition  for  transfer,  sending  some  to  a  sanitarium  newly  opened 
on  Staten  Island  by  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  and  a  much  larger 
number  to  the  Tlibercu^osis  Infirmary  of  the  Metropolitan  Hos- 
pital on  Black  well's  Island.*  He  also  vacated  the  separate  hos- 
pital building,  until  then  occupied  by  tuberculous  men,  and  had 
the  building  examined  to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  use  as  a  chil- 
dren's hospital. 

It  has  been  decided  to  renovate  this  building 
Children's        thoroughly  and  to  transfer  to  it  as  many  of  the 

children  as  can  be  accommodated  properly  in  its 
six  wards.    Probably  it  will  be  found  that  a  separate  wing  must 

*  See  picture,  opposite  page  86,  of  solarium,  at  Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 
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be  added  to  provide  space  for  the  kindergarten,  a  roof  garden,  ad- 
ditional wards  and  an  operating  room.  When  the  building  shall 
have  been  thoroughly  sterilized  and  its  renovation  completed,  the 
improvement  should  be  very  great  in  the  conditions  under  which 
the  children's  service  is  maintained,  for  at  times  in  the  hot  July 
weather  of  1905  over  one  hundred  children  occupied  wards  con- 
taining only  74  beds. 

The  Committee,  in  its  letter  to  the  Commis- 
Transfers  of      ^{qj^^j.  of  March  7th,  1905,  recommended  also  that 

until  adequate  facilities  could  be  provided  at 
Kings  County  Hospital  for  the  isolation  of  children  having  con- 
tagious diseases,  such  cases  should  be  transferred  to  the  New  York 
City  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools  on  Randall's  Island,  where 
better  opportunities  exist  for  the  classification  and  segregation  of 
cases  of  contagious  disease.  A  few  such  transfers  were  made,  but 
considerable  opposition  is  said  to  have  developed  from  parents 
who  did  not  wish  their  children  to  be  sent  as  far  away  as  Randall's 
Island,  while  the  physicians  objected  to  the  removal  of  interesting 
cases. 

The  Committee  believes,  however,  that  more  of  such  transfers 
should  be  made,  and  that  at  the  same  time  all  haste  possible  should 
be  made  with  the  renovation  of  the  separate  hospital  building, 
which  contains  ten  per  cent,  of  the  bed  capacity  of  Kings  County 
Hospital  and  has  been  vacant  since  May,  1905. 

NEEDS. 

Several  of  the  important  improvements  needed  as  set  forth  in 
the  Committee's  report  for  1904  have  been  provided,  as  above  de- 
tailed, and  the  Committee  desires  to  emphasize  in  a  few  words  the 
remaining  needs ,  mentioned  in  that  rex)ort,  and  to  note  several 
other  needs,  chiefly  for  buildings,  of  which  a  number  have  been 
pointed  out  in  the  interesting  quarterly  reports  of  the  General 
Medical  Superintendent  for  the  Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and 
Queens. 
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In  the  two  years  ending  September  30,  1905, 
Maternity       ^j^g  records  of  the  maternity  service  at  Kings 

County  Hospital  show  over  three  hundred  and 
fifty  births,  and  there  are  almost  always  several  women  awaiting 
confinement,  and  several  post  partum  cases  in  the  wards  of  a 
wing  in  the  main  hospital  building,  dangerously  near  the  medical 
wards,  and  to  and  from  which  there  is  an  objectionable  procession 
of  these  women  to  the  sewing  room  in  the  dormitory  for  female 
helpers,  across  the  hospital  grounds. 

The  waiting  women  constitute  the  entire  force  of  seamstresses, 
with  the  exception  of  two  paid  employees  and,  as  pointed  out  by 
the  General  Medical  Superintendent,  in  a  properly  constructed 
maternity  pavilion  their  services  and  the  services  of  many  others 
who  are  under  treatment  elsewhere  at  the  expense  of  the  Depart- 
ment, could  be  utilized  for  a  longer  period,  without  disadvantage 
to  them,  and  profitably  to  the  hospital.  The  Committee  renews 
its  recommendation  that  such  a  bulding  be  provided.  During  the 
calendar  year  1904,  the  maternity  cases  accepted  as  public  charges 
in  private  hospitals  in  Brooklyn  numbered  732. 

The  practical  and  scientific  needs  to  be  served 
Morgue,  Chapel  \yj  ^  ^^^  building  containing  twice  the  present 

Laboratory,      number  of  receptacles  for  bodies,  and  a  properly 

equipped  laboratory,  have  been  detailed  in  earlier 
reports.  The  Committee  emphatically  directs  public  attention 
to  the  deplorable  inconveniences  suffered  by  the  friends  of  those 
whose  funerals  are  held  from  the  wretched  building  at  present 
used  for  a  morgue.  For  lack  of  a  mortuary  chapel  the  mourners, 
many  of  them  old  women,  stand  in  the  rain  during  the  only  fun- 
eral service  they  can  have,  rather  than  enter  the  sordid  anteroom 
directly  adjoining  the  dilapidated  morgue  and  autopsy  room  with 
its  gruesome  accessories.  Such  conditions  should  not  be  toler- 
ated. 

When  the  new  isolation  pavilion,  the  separate 
forTlurses.       children's  hospital  building,  and  the  Coney  Island 

Reception  Hospital  shall  have  been  opened,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  additional  nurses  will  be  required.  The  pres- 
ent Nurses'  Home  is  not  adequate  in  size  nor  properly  equipped 
with  educational  facilities,  and  is  situated  unpleasantly  near  the 


N 


83 

new  isolation  pavilion,  the  dormitory  for  female  helpers  and  the 
Kingston  Avenue  Contagious  IMsease  Hospital  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  We  think  that  a  fully  equipped  new  Nurses'  Home 
should  be  provided,  in  a  better  situation. 

The  old  Nurses'  Home  would  furnish  an  excel- 
Dormitory       j^j^^  dormitory  for  male  employees,  who  at  present 
Employees.      occupy  in  part  rooms  in  the  basement  of  the  hos- 
pital, others  being  in  an  old  brick  building  which 
should  be  torn  down  together  with  the  adjoining  wooden  pavilion, 
which  is  in  a  very  bad  condition,  although  it  has  frequently  been 

repaired. 

The  female  employees  occupy  a  wooden  pa- 
Dormitory       vilion  divided  off  by  low  partitions  into  rooms  on 

Employees.      ^^^  ^^^^  ^'  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  running  the  length  of  the 

building.  This  building  is  reasonably  clean,  but 
does  not  afford  the  proper  opportunities  for  quiet  for  the  better 
class  of  women  employees,  and  cannot  be  heated  and  ventilated 
well.  It  seems  to  the  Committee  that  a  modem  brick  dormitory 
should  be  provided  with  a  considerable  number  of  separate  rooms 
for  female  employees  and  one  or  two  large  dormitory  rooms.  The 
present  wooden  pavilion  might  be  kept  as  a  recreation  hall,  for 
which  there  is  now  great  need. 

The  Committee  considers  the  helpers  secured 

^*  AmoJ^^'^''    by  Kings  County  Hospital  better  as  a  class,  espe- 

Employees.      cially  the  women,  than  those  at  many  of  the  other 

general  hospitals.  So  direct  is  the  benefit  to  pa- 
tients from  good  helpers  in  a  hospital,  that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  better  their  general  welfare,  not  only  by  adequate  wages 
and  suitable  quarters,  but  by  opportunities  for  recreation  and  en- 
tertainment The  Committee  has  recommended  the  provision  of 
carefully  considered  plans  for  welfare  work  among  the  employees 
of  the  Department. 

An  addition  to  the  present  bakery,  with  in- 
Minor  creased  flour  storage  capacity,  should  be  built. 
Needs.  ^^^  elevator  shafts  should  be  made  fireproof  and 
the   elevators   thoroughly   overhauled.    A   fence 
should  be  provided  around  the  hospital  and  Home.     The  installa- 
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tion  of  means  for  supplying  hot  water  to  the  washing  machines  in 
the  laundry  is  contemplated,  in  place  of  the  present  method  of 
heating,  by  steam,  the  water  already  within  the  machines. 
For  a  condensed  list  of  needs  at  this  hospital  see  page  52. 

The  wings  of  the  hospital  are  not  adequately 
v^iuuion^      warmed  by  the  existing  heating  system,  in  very 

cold  weather.  Means  should  be  devised  to  supply 
this  deficiency,  and  to  improve  the  general  ward  ventilation  and 
temperature. 

N.  Y.  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM.* 

Brookl}/!!  Division. 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults,  including  the  blind  and 

those  suffering  from  chronic  diseases. 
Established  about  1831. 
Situation,  Clarkson  Street,  Brookljm. 
Number  of  buildings,  including  Neurological  Hospital,  10. 
Capacity  for  inmates,  1,381. 
Census  of  inmates,  including  Neurological  Hospital,  October  i,  1905, 

1,441. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  63. 
Chief  executive  officer,  General  Medical  Superintendent. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County  Hospital. 
Nursing  in  charge  of  nurses  under  the  direction  of  a  supervising  nurse. 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

We  give  on  the  opposite  page  an  excellent  il- 
Enclosed        lustration  of  the  cheerful  new  fireproof  balconies 

Balconies. 

enclosed  with  glass,  and  nearly  ready  for  occupa- 
tion, which  have  been  constructed  at  the  women's  dormitory  build- 
ing of  the  Home  during  the  post  year.  These  balconies  will  af- 
ford warm,  dry  rooms  in  which  the  women  can  sit  and  sew  or 
otherwise  occupy  themselves  during  the  daytime.     As  these  bal- 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  118. 
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conies  have  fireproof  stairways  and  communicate  directly  with  the 
wards,  the  danger  of  loss  of  life  from  fire  will  be  much  reduced. 
The  balconies  overlook  the  "Park,"  and  open  its  attractions  to 
those  too  feeble  to  go  down  and  sit  in  it. 

In  several  of  the  lower  rooms  of  the  women's 
cfm**  building,  steel  ceilings  have  been  installed  during 

the  past  year,  to  the  benefit  of  their  appearance, 
and  reducing  somewhat  the  fire  risk. 

ADMINISTBATION. 

j^  On  April  7,  1905,  the  matron,  Mrs.  Millard, 

died.  She  had  held  that  position  for  ten  years,  and 
many  of  the  favorable  conditions  of  cleanliness,  &c.,  noted  by  our 
visitors  were  due  to  her  devotion  to  her  duties  in  the  Homa  She 
was  succeeded  on  April  16,  1905,  by  Mrs.  Marie  Quay,  matron  of 
the  Kings  County  Penitentiary  for  ten  years,  and  who  had  prior 
to  that  time  been  matron  of  the  Kings  County  Almshouse,  to 
which  she  returns  with  interest  and  sympathy,  as  evidenced  by  her 
little  volume  of  "Eecollections.^' 

Several  a^ed  men  and  their  wives  have  been 
Fara^Co'lony  '  ^  t^ansf ered  to  the  cottage  for  aged  couples  at  the 

*  New  York  City  Farm  Colony  on  Btaten  Island,  of 
which  exterior  and  interior  views  will  be  found  opposite  pages 
96  and  »7. 

NEEDS. 

The  present  buildings  of  this  Home  are  overcrowded  in  greater 
and  greater  degree  winter  after  winter.  In  the  winter  of  1904 
hundreds  of  men  and  women  often  slept  upon  mattresses  laid 
directly  upon  the  floors  of  wards  and  basement,  and  the  excess 
continued  later  than  usual  into  the  warm  weather  of  1905,  and 
has  already  reappeared.  On  the  male  side  the  excess  began 
early  in  August,  while  on  the  female  side,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  days'  relief  now  and  then  (principally  in  May  and  June), 
the  excess  has  been  continuous  since  the  early  spring  of  1905. 
The  prospect  is  that  the  great  overcrowding  of  last  winter  will 
be  exceeded  during  the  winter  of  1905-6. 
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Remarkable  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  in  general,  in 
spite  of  this  crowding,  but  the  problem  requires  a  radical  solution, 
and  can  only  be  met  satisfactorily  by  the  provision  of  largely  in- 
creased accommodations  at  the  Farm  Colony  on  Staten  Island,  or 
elsewhere,  for  the  Committee  believes  that  it  is  inadvisable  to  in- 
crease the  almshouse  accommodations  on  Clarkson  Street  Their 
entire  removal  is  urged  by  some  of  the  residents  in  their  vicinity, 
and  in  view  of  the  increasing  agitation  toward  this  end,  careful 
consideration  of  the  whole  problem  is  incumbent  on  the  entire 
community  as  well  as  on  the  responsible  authorities. 

The  hospital  wards,  also,  at  the  Home,  are  over- 
s^ice         crowded  throughout  much  of  the  year,  and  the 

space  occupied  by  patients  is  much  needed  for 
relatively  well  inmates.  The  building  at  present  used  for  the 
"Neurological  wards'^  is  better  adapted  for  use  as  a  hospital,  and 
the  Committee  suggests  its  adoption  for  that  purpose  after  thor- 
ough renovation,  including  the  laying  of  floors  of  modem  con- 
struction. 

A  new  building  should  be  provided  for  the 
^^1^.        Neurological  service,  so  constructed  as  to  enable 

those  inmates  who  can  go  out  of  doors  to  do  so 
readily,  in  rolling  chairs,  or  on  crutches.  Wide,  sunny  balconies 
should  be  furnished,  where  the  less  able  patients  could  get  the 
benefit  of  sun  and  air,  and  fitted  with  special  reference  to  simple 
forms  of  manual  occupation,  along  the  lines  already  started  by 
this  Committee  in  tl^e  Neurological  wards. 

y.   .  -  As  noted  in  our  report  for  1904,  the  workmen 

employed  by  the  hospital  to  carry  on  the  ordinary 
repairs  and  minor  alterations  have  no  adequate  or  safe  place  for 
carrying  on  their  work,  and  a  properly  equipped  building  should 
be  erected  to  serve  as  a  workshop. 

We  repeat  our  recommendation  that  provision  be  made 
at  the  same  time  for  more  healthful  quarters  for  workrooms  for 
such  of  the  inmates  of  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  as  are 
or  can  be  regularly  employed.  Many  of  them  now  work  in  the 
basements  of  the  buildings,  which  are  damp  and  unwholesome. 
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The  non-fireproof  stairway  in  the  central  por- 

stidrways.       ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  men's  building  remains  unchanged 

from  the  condition  for  which  it  has  been  con- 
demned by  Grand  Juries  and  other  inspectors.  We  quote  with 
emphasis  our  remarks  of  last  year  with  respect  to  this  large  non- 
fireproof  building,  sheltering  so  many  feeble  and  decrepit  people: 

"Every  reasonable  precaution  to  safeguard  the  lives  of  its  in- 
mates in  case  of  fire,  both  in  this  building  and  in  the  similar  build- 
ing for  women,  should  be  provided.  Elevators  should  be  provided 
in  order  that  the  aged  and  decrepit  people  may  go  out  of  doors  in 
pleasant  weather  without  being  obliged  to  climb  several  flights  of 
stairs.  Lack  of  such  facilities  results  in  their  staying  indoors 
continuously.  In  case  of  fire  the  elevators  would  assist  in  rapidly 
emptying  the  buildings,  and  would  undoubtedly  save  many  lives.'* 

Women  applying  for  temporary  lodgings,  or 

••  Lodsinss."  ^^^  have  been  discharged  from  Kings  County  Hos- 
pital, and  are  waiting  for  their  friends  to  call  to 
take  them  home,  have  been  housed  in  a  dark  basement  room  with- 
out proper  light  or  ventilation,  and  lacking  lavatory  and  toilet 
facilities.  This  room  is  overshadowed  now  by  the  new  balconies, 
and  we  understand  that  its  use  is  to  be  abandoned. 


CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  217. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1905,  174. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  69. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  board  of  25  visiting  physicians  aiid 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  6. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Cumberland  Street  Hospital  Train- 
ing School  for  Nurses. 


^  For  BtatisUcB,  see  page  114. 
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IMPROVBMBNTS. 


A  new  two-story  brick  building  has  been  added 

New  Building     ^  y^^  plant  of  this  hospital.     It  contains  a  morgue 

And 
Alterations,      upon  the  lower  floor,  with  a  separate  entrance,  and 

a  well-equipped  pathological  laboratory,  a  dormi- 
tory, and  bath  and  toilet  rooms,  upon  the  second  floor.  The  build- 
ing contains  also  a  stable,  with  entrances  from  the  street  and  yard. 
Two  new  boilers  have  been  installed,  and  a  new  electric  elevator, 
in  the  north  wing.  As  anticipated  in  our  last  report,  the  laundry 
has  been  rearranged  and  a  new  clothes  drier  installed.  The  ofl&ce, 
hallways,  and  dispensary  rooms  on  the  entrance  floor  have  been 
provided  with  vitreous  ceramic  tiles,  and  the  attic  dormitories 
have  been  divided  by  partitions  into  rooms,  giving  greater  pri- 
vacy for  the  female  helpers.  Additional  dormer  windows  have 
been  opened  through  the  roof  into  these  rooms  and  the  sewing 
room,  with  improvement  in  their  light  and  ventilation. 

^,  The  enclosure  of  the  yard  has  been  provided 

for  by  a  brick  wall  and  iron  gate,  which  extend 
from  the  north  wing  to  the  stable. 

The  contract  has  been  let  at  last  for  a  roof 
Q^J^^  garden,  a  long-desired  addition  to  the  hospital 

equipment,  and  when  this  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, great  beneflt  will  result  to  the  convalescent  patients  and 
children  who  are  to  use  it 

Owing  to  the  increased  number  of  nurses,  a 

^dttionai       room  adjoining  the  Superintendent's  apartments 

Nurses.         ^^^  been  divided  to  afford  additional  quarters  for 

three  nurses,  a  larger  number  than  should  be  com- 
pelled to  occupy  this  space.  A  separate  building  for  nurses  is 
badly  needed. 

A  brief  course  in  dietetics  was  given  to  the 
graduating  class  of  nurses  this  year,  by  the  dieti- 
tian from  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  on  BlackwelPs  Island. 
Recognition  of  the  efficient  service  at  this  hospital  was  given  by 
an  increase  in  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  to  fl,950,  and  in 
that  of  the  Supervising  nurse  to  $1,050,  her  title  being  changed  to 
that  of  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Training  School. 
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NEEDS. 

Larger  The  hospital  must  be  enlarged  in  every  depart- 

Capacity.  ment  to  accommodate  its  growing  service.  From 
January  1,  1905,  to  March  31,  1905,  beds  were  made  up  on  the 
floor  often  for  over  30  patients.  We  believe  the  excess  will  be 
greater  in  the  coming  winter.  As  the  additional  patients  must 
be  cared  for  by  additional  nurses,  that  department  of  the  hospital 
ha«  felt  the  pressure  first,  and  the  nurses'  quarters  are  over- 
crowded. 

The  Committee  approves  of  the  plan  to  build 
New  Nurses'     ^  ^^^  nurses'  home  on  adjoining  property  to  be 

acquired  for  the  purpose,  and  meantime  a  sepa- 
rate building  should  be  rented  to  serve  as  a  nurses^  home,  releas- 
ing, for  isolating  rooms  and  other  hospital  purposes,  the  wing  at 
present  occupied  by  the  nurses.  At  present  the  lack  of  isolating 
rooms  results  in  serious  disturbances  by  noisy  patients.  Some 
of  the  present  excess  of  patients  could  also  be  cared  for  in  the 
space  thus  released. 

An  extension  to  be  built  on  adjoining  land,  to 
^^BuUdine''^"   be  secured  for  the  purpose,  is  also  contemplated, 

to  provide  for  the  growing  needs  of  the  office  and 
resident  officers  and  employees.  The  present  offices  could  then 
be  used  to  advantage  for  the  growing  dispensary  service,  and  the 
space  now  occupied  by  the  superintendent's  apartments  could  also 
be  used  to  receive  additional  beds  for  patients. 

Eventually  a  new  wing  should  be  built,  as 

New  WinsT 

planned,  to  extend  from  the  south  end  of  the  ad- 
administration  building  and  running  back  from  Cumberland 
Street  parallel  with  the  present  north  wing,  and  of  about  the  same 
capacity. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  the  erection  in 

Service 

Buildinsts        ^^^  time,  of  a  building  to  contain  a  heat,  light  and 

power  plant,  a  laundry,  a  kitchen  and  dining- 
rooms,  and  dormitories  for  helpers.  A  new  crematory,  better  lo- 
cated for  the  incineration  of  garbage  and  dressings  is  needed. 

There  is  urgent  need  for  immediate  replace- 

Reo^ra"  '     J^®^t?  t)y  ^t^^l  ceilings,  of  the  present  plaster  ceil- 
ings, from  which  large  and  heavy  sections  have 
frequently  fallen  recently,  fortunately  without  injury  to  patients 
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it  is  stated,  although  some  of  the  plaster  fell  upon  a  nurse,  and 
other  persons  have  narrowly  escaped  serious  injury. 

The  condition  of  the  board  floors  in  the  wards 

is  very  bad.  Wide  cracks  prevent  effective  clean- 
ing, afford  dangerous  lodging  places  for  germs  and  vermin,  and 
lower  the  standards  of  appearance  which  a  hospital  should  main- 
tain.    New  floors  suitable  for  a  hospital  should  be  laid. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  regular  instruc- 

tion  in  dietetics  for  the  nurses  throughout  the 
year,  and  not  merely  during  a  brief  period  prior  to  graduation. 
Careful  and  thorough  drilling  is  needed  to  equip  them  adequately 
in  this  important  branch  of  their  training,  and  extended  practical 
application  of  their  courses  would  benefit  the  nurses  and  patients 
alike. 

For  a  condensed  list  of  needs  at  this  hospital,  see  page  53. 


BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  113  Bradford  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  8. 

Census  of  patients,  October  i,  1905,  i. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  4. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 

Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  or  two 

assistants  as  necessary. 

The  good  service  performed  by  the  staff  and  nursing  force  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  been  clouded,  unfairly  we  believe,  by  inac- 
curate and  sensational  reports  of  delays  in  the  ambulance  and 
medical  service.  The  animus  of  such  attacks  is  to  be  deplored 
highly. 

*  For  statistics,  see  page  114. 
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On  July  7,  1905,  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 
approved  the  exi>enditure  of  $37,000  upon  a  site,  facing  Linton 
Park,  for  a  new  hospital,  called  the  "East  New  York  Hospital,^' 
to  replace  the  present  Bradford  Street  Hospital,  and  this  appro- 
priation was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  July  25, 
1905.  We  understand  that  plans  are  being  prepared  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  hospital  in  this  rapidly  growing  section 
known  as  Brownsville,  and  we  trust  that  the  completion  of  these 
plans  may  soon  be  accomplished  and  the  contract  awarded. 

We  believe  that  the  efficiency  of  the  hospital  will  be  greatly 
increased  by  its  removal  from  the  present  building,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  unpleasant  publicity,  and  which  has  inade- 
quate provision  for  proper  segregation  of  patients  having  differ- 
ent ailments,  insufficient  accommodations  for  nurses  and  doctors, 
and  a  dispensary  quite  too  small  for  the  large  service  demanded 
of  it 

The  present  waiting  room  for  the  dispensary 

Minor  Needs.      •        j.*     -,     .  n        j  •  •         i_         i.t 

IS  entirely  too  small  and  m  summer  is  unbearably 
hot  for  patienta.  Eiarly  in  the  past  summer  we  recommended  that 
a  simple  tent  or  sun  shelter  be  provided  on  the  lawn  adjoining  the 
waiting  room.  We  regret  that  this,  or  some  other  expedient  for 
the  relief  of  waiting  patients,  was  not  adopted,  and  we  renew  our 
recommendation. 

staff  We  recommend  also  that  additional  accommo- 

Quarters.  dations  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  be  pro- 
vided for  the  members  of  the  nursing  force  and  staff  until  the  new 
hospital  shall  have  been  erected,  releasing  for  hospital  purposes 
the  present  quarters  occupied  by  the  staff  and  nurses. 
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CONEY  ISLAND  RECEPTION  HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  ICings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 
Situation,  Surf  Avenue,  near  Ocean  Avenue. 
Number  of  buildings,  3. 
Capacity  for  patients,  6. 

Patients  admitted  from  April  15  to  October  i,  1905,  71. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  10. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  Coimty 
Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  assistant. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  a  new  hospital, 
B  iidT  ^  contain  one  hundred  beds,  and  to  occupy  the 

site  mentioned  in  the  Oommittee^s  report  of  last 
year,  facing  the  Ocean  Parkway  and  bounded  in  part  by  the  Coney 
Island  Creek,  about  three-fifths  of  a  mile  from  the  ocean  front, 
f  100,000  has  been  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  but  a  much 
larger  amount  will  be  needed  to  complete  a  hospital  of  the  capac- 
ity mentioned,  with  the  requisite  service  buildings  and  furnish- 
ings. 

The  existing  hospital  was  open  from  April  15 
Hospital         *^  October  2,  1905,  and  the  total  number  of  am- 
bulance calls  was  688,  the  highest  number  on  one 
day  being  19.     The  total  num^ber  of  patients  treated  in  the  dis- 
pensary was  4,077.     The  benefit  of  the  devoted  attention  yielded 
to  this  exacting  service  by  the  house  sta£f  and  nurses  has  been 
shared  not  only  by  the  residents  of  the  locality,  but  also  by 
travelers  from  near  and  far,  and  by  the  many  performers  gath* 
ered  at  Coney  Island  for  the  amusement  of  visitors  to  that  resort. 
The  number  of  employees  was  increased  from  2  in  1904  to  5 
in  1905,  and  the  number  of  nurses  from  2  to  4. 

The  tent,  provided  in   1904,   was  opened  in 

1905,    and    12    children,    chiefly    patients    with 

tuberculous  joints  and  glands,  were  treated  during  the  season 

^  For  statistics,  see  page  114. 
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with  results  which  afford  encouragement  for  the  maintenance  of 
such  a  service  at  the  seashore. 

SEASIDE  HOSPITAL. 

In  our  report  dated  October  1,  1904,  we  said  that  "the  Departr 
ment  of  Public  Charities  may  find  it  desirable  to  provide  for  the 
care,  at  the  seashore,  of  all  children  under  the  care  of  the  Depart- 
ment, in  all  the  Boroughs  of  the  City,  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  joints  and  glands,  and  to  provide  in  the  same  institution  for 
convalescents  from  the  whole  city." 

The  need  for  such  a  public  hospital  appears  to  be  almost  uni- 
versally conceded,  and  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  Coney  Island 
Reception  Hospital  already  referred  to  briefly,  the  Committee 
urges  that  provision  be  made  directly  on  the  seashore  near  the 
city  for  tubercular  children,  and  other  sick  children  under  the  De- 
partment's care,  and  also  for  convalescent  patients.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  there  are  from  4,000  to  5,000  children  in  tenements 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  joints. 


94 
CENTRAL  OFFICE. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

No.  126  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn.'*' 
Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults  (Brooklyn  Division). 
Bureau  of  Dependent  Children. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  36. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Brooklyn 
Division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 

Examines  all  applicants  for  admission  to  Hospitals  (except  emer- 
gency cases). 

Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 

Has  charge  of  City  Morgue. 

As  the  widening  of  Livingston  Street  will  ne- 
Office.  cessitate  the  abandonment  of  the  present  build- 

ing in  the  early  future,  new  offices  must  be  secured 
at  once.  The  Committee  urges  that  a  building  be  secured  or  erect- 
ed, adequately  equipped  for  administrative  purposes,  and  com- 
mensurate in  dignity  of  appearance  with  the  importance  of  the 
Department's  work  in  Brooklyn. 

A  site  should  be  selected  accessible  by  rapid  transit  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  city  and  not  too  far  removed  from  the  private 
charities,  with  whom  co-operation  is  so  essential  for  e£fective 
administration  of  the  public  charities  in  the  interests  of  the  poor. 

It  is  especially  important  that  the  sick,  aged,  and  women  with 
infants  or  small  children,  should  not  be  compelled  to  walk  long 
distances,  nor  to  climb  stairs,  when  they  have  been  reduced  to  the 
need  for  relief. 


«  Bemoved  to  887  Schermerhom  Street,  April  8, 1906. 
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BOROUGH   OF   RICHMOND. 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony.* 

(Formerly  Richmond  County  Poor  Farm.) 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults  from  the  Borough  of 

Richmond  primarily,  but  also  from  all  the  Boroughs. 
Situation,  near  Castleton  Corners,  Staten  Island.  ^ 

Number  of  buildings,  20. 
Capacity  for  inmates,  360. 
Census  of  inmates,  October  i,  1905,  287. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  22. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults. 

Functions  similar  to  those  of  Bureaus  of  Dependent  Adults  and  De- 
pendent Children,  Manhattan. 
Situation,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Employees,  one  Pupil  Examiner  and  one  Clerk. 

In  November,  1904,  the  dormitory  for  male 
Dormitory  and  i^^^^^^s  was  opened  and  contains  about  200  in- 
Cottages  Opened. mates,  being  well  adapted  to  its  purpo^^e.  Pro- 
vision should  be  made  in  it  for  better  ventilation 
through  the  windows.  In  December,  1904,  cottage  A  was  opened 
to  receive  several  old  men  wtih  their  wives.  Pictures  of  this 
cottage  will  be  found  opposite  pages  96  and  97.  Cottage  B  was 
opened  on  March  1, 1905,  and  is  now  filled  to  its  capacity  of  about 
thirty-eight  inmates.  A  third  cottage  remains  unoccupied  except 
by  a  few  employees.  No  adequate  reason  is  known  why  this 
cottage  should  not  be  used  to  accommodate  inmates  from  Black- 
welPs  Island,  or  preferably  from  Kings  County,  where  there  is 
great  overcrowding  at  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm, 
Brooklyn  Division. 

Cottages    A    and    B    have    been    furnished 
Improvements,    tl^^oughout  with  wire  screens  for  windows  and 

doors.  All  leaders  from  the  roofs  of  the  three  new 
cottages  have  been  connected  with  the  sewer.  A  road  is  under 
construction  from  the  main  road  to  the  cottages.     Four  large 

*For  statistics,  seepage  118. 
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electric  arc  lights  have  been  placed  on  the  grounds,  one  being 
situated  on  the  hill  in  front  of  the  cottages.  New  steps  and  plat- 
forms have  been  built  at  the  old  stone  dormitory  and  the  old 
dormitory  for  women.  One  of  the  rooms  in  the  building  for 
women  has  been  set  apart  as  a  chapel.  Two  new  wells  have  been 
dug,  the  old  ones  having  been  exhausted,  and  a  new  pump  has 
been  installed  at  the  pumping  station;  the  latter  has  been  pro- 
vided with  a  new  thirteen-foot  galvanized  smokestack,  and  the 
standpipe  of  the  water  tank  on  the  hill  has  been  covered  to  pro- 
tect it  against  freezing.  A  telephone  system  has  been  installed 
connecting  the  different  departments  of  the  Institution. 

A  stage  line  has  been  established  between 
N^dcd.**  Castleton  Corners  and  the  Colony,  the  stage  meet- 
ing every  Thursday  the  car  which  connects  with 
the  boat  leaving  New  York  at  10  o'clock.  The  stage  makes  an- 
other trip  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  this  stage  service 
is  entirely  inadequate  both  in  the  number  of  trips  made  and  in 
the  character  of  the  service.  The  so-called  stage  is  used  both 
as  an  ambulance  and  as  a  dead  wagon,  and  visitors  to  the  Colony 
should  not  be  compelled  to  use  such  a  vehicle.  The  Committee 
has  recommended  the  provision  of  a  suitable  station  wagon, 
which  should  have  a  pair  of  horses,  in  view  of  the  frequently 
heavy  condition  of  the  roads,  and  should  make  regular  morning 
and  afternoon  trips  daily  to  Castleton  Corners,  instead  of  regu- 
lar trips  once  a  week.  Arrangements  should  be  made  to  have  it 
carry  a  locked  mail  pouch  on  both  trips,  so  that  suitable  postal 
facilities  can  be  provided  for  the  increased  population  at  the 
Colony. 

The  value  of  the  crop  gathered  in  the  year 

1905  is  stated  to  have  been  f  14,294. 53,  and  the 

farming  expenses  for  the  year  1905  are  estimated  at  about  $4,000. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  products  were  sent  to  Blackwell's 

Island,  and  the  remainder  was  consumed  at  the  Farm  Colony. 

Since  the  first  of  the  year  1905  all  patients 
Insane  Patients,  under  examination  as  to  their  sanity  have  been 

committed  by  the  City  Magistrates,  instead  of  by 
the  Sui>erintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults  or  by  a 
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City  Magistrate.  There  is  still  what  seems  to  be  undue  delay 
in  the  transfer  of  patients  to  the  State  Hospitals.  Prompt  trans- 
fers can  only  be  secured  by  prompt  examination  of  the  patient, 
immediate  action  to  secure  the  necessary  order  for  transfer  by  a 
Judge  of  the  County  Court,  early  transmission  of  the  order  to 
the  State  Hospital,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  latter  in  sending 
speedily  for  the  i>atient  The  Committee  hopes  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  manner  of  accomplishing  these  transfers. 

We  are  glad  to  chronicle  a  very  distinct  en- 
Working  Force,  largement   of   the  assistance  available   for   the 

Superintendent  in  maintaining  discipline  and 
securing  more  effective  labor  by  the  inmates.  A  regular  officer 
has  been  detailed  by  the  Police  Department,  who  co-operates 
with  the  Superintendent,  relieving  the  latter  of  much  detail  in 
the  prevention  of  disorder  and  absconding.  The  addition  of  a 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  four  other  helpers,  all  allowed  within  a  per- 
iod of  but  little  over  a  year,  seems  to  complete  the  force  of  paid 
men  necessary  at  this  time  to  direct  the  work  of  this  farm. 

In  the  two  cottages  now  occupied,  a  matron 
natrons,  etc.     ^nd  a  cook  at  each,  are  in  charge.    As  there  is, 

and  must  of  necessity  be,  considerable  illness 
among  so  many  aged  people,  the  Committee  recommends  strongly 
that  the  position  of  nurse,  now  practically  vacant,  be  filled,  and 
that  the  new  incumbent  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  cottage  at 
present  occupied  by  single  women,  relieving  the  wife  of  the  Super- 
intendent, who  is  at  present  acting  as  matron,  of  duties  which 
are  more  exacting  than  she  should  be  called  upon  to  perform,  in 
nursing  sick  and  sometimes  refractory  inmates. 

We  are  informed  that  provision  for  a  resident  physician  is 
contemplated,  and  trust  that  this  important  position  will  be 
created  and  filled  at  an  early  day. 

The  Committee  hopes  that  efforts  will  not  be 

Roads 

relaxed  to  induce  the  Borough  of  Bichmond  to 
build  proper  roads  on  the  highways  running  past  the  Colony. 
As  a  matter  that  concerns  an  institution  which  receives  inmates 
from  the  entire  city,  it  should  be  possible  to  secure  early  atten- 
tion to  this.    We  note  the  desirability  for  securing  at  private 
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sale  or  by  condemnation  proceedings  the  land  adjacent  the  cot- 
tages at  their  rear.  A  saloon  might  be  placed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  cottages  to  the  great  detriment  of  discipline  and  the  welfare 
of  the  inmates. 

Laundry  Store-         -^  laundry  is  urgently    needed   and   a    store- 
house and  Addi-  house  would  be  a  desirable  addition  to  the  cot- 
tional  Cottages,  tage  Colony,  and  should  be  provided  for  in  the 
next  appropriation   for   additional    cottages,   of   which   several 
should  be  erected  each  year. 

Upon  inquiry  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  pres- 
Water  Supply,   ent  water  supply,  we  are  informed  that  there  was 

but  little  addition  to  the  supply  from  the  newly 
sunk  wells,  the  Superintendent  expressing  the  belief  that  the 
same  body  of  water  was  subject  also  to  the  draught  from  the 
pumps  of  the  local  water  works  nearby,  and  that  this  body  of 
water  seemed  limited.  It  is  contemplated  to  have  this  company 
extend  its  main  to  supply  the  Farm  Colony.  In  the  event  of  the 
acquisition  by  the  City  of  the  plant  of  the  aforesaid  company, 
such  a  connection  would  seem  desirable. 

We  renew  the  suggestion  made  in  earlier  re- 
ports, that  distinctive  suits  for  the  inmates  be 
provided,  not  suggestive  of  disgrace,  but  to  enable  their  recog- 
nition in  case  of  disorder  and  in  case  of  attempts  to  dispose  of 
the  clothing;  also  that  small  but  distinct  letters  (F.  C.)  be  se- 
cured on  an  easily  visible  portion  of  the  suits  now  used  for  the 
men. 

A  circulating  library  should  be  secured  for 
Library  and      ^^^  cottages,  and  if  a  piano  could  be  added  to 

the  equipment  of  the  cottage  for  aged  couples,  the 
expenditure  would  be  justifiable,  to  enable  occasional  entertain- 
ments for  its  occupants. 

NEW  TUBERCULOSIS  HOSPITAL. 

This  Committee,    in    its   annual  and  special 
reports  for  years  has  noted  the  need  of  a  sana- 
torium for  tuberculous  patients,  in  addition  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Infirmary  on  Blackwell's  Island,  whose  capacity  is  overcrowded, 
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and  whose  medical  service  is  limited  to  a  single  school  of  medi- 
cine, although  the  Infirmary  is  the  largest  institution  in  the 
United  States  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  10,000  deaths  in  New  York  annually  from  tuber- 
culosis. The  need  for  a  new  hospital  is  growing  with  the  increase 
of  information  as  to  the  communicable  and  preventable  character 
of  the  disease,  under  the  efforts  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  (O.  O.  S.),  the  dispensaries 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  and  other  agencies,  which  have 
aroused  widespead  applications  for  treatment.  The  commend- 
able efforts  to  exclude  patients  from  general  wards  of  hospitals 
has  enlarged  still  further  the  requirements  for  a  special  hospital, 
and  the  demand  therefore  we  expect  to  grow  rapidly. 

At  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary,  the  number  of  patients  at  the 
date  of  this  report  was  485,  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  over  the 
census  of  October  1,  1904,  and  as  the  normal  capacity  of  the  In- 
firmary is  only  567,  it  is  expected  that  the  patients  will  soon  be 
far  in  excess  of  the  capacity.* 

Commissioner  Tully,  in  his  estimate  for  1905 
Request  by  the    ^^  ^j^^  Mayor  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Esti- 

Department. 

mate  and  Apportionment,  requested  an  appro- 
priation of  1500,000  to  enable  the  foundation  of  a  tent 
colony  for  500  tuberculous  patients  on  a  part  of  the  land 
acquired  for  the  Cottage  Colony  adjoining  the  Farm  Colony  on 
Staten  Island.  The  Engineer  of  the  Finance  Department  recom- 
mended that  1200,000  be  apportioned  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
latter  sum  was  included  by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment in  the  total  amount  of  f494,200  approved  for  new 
buildings,  etc.,  for  the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  issue  of  corporate  stock  for  the  year  1905.  This 
was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  by  the  Mayor 
(Alpril  10,  1905). 

*  Since  tbe  date  of  this  report,  there  were  for  aereral  days  at  theTuberculosia  Inflrmary  490  male 
patients,  for  whom  normally  there  are  only  4Bt  beds. 

Wards  have  been  reopened  for  tuberculous  patients  in  the  main  building  of  Belleyue  HospltaLi 
and  there  have  been  over  40  tuberculous  patients  at  one  time  in  the  general  wards  of  Kings  County 
HospitaL 
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After  visits  made  by  the  architect,  Mr.  Ray- 
Enlarged  Plans,  mond  F.  Almirall,  to  yarious  sanatoria,  he  has 

prepared  plans  providing  for  800  patients,  and 
requiring  an  estimated  total  expenditure  of  92,000,000,  includ- 
ing the  1200,000  already  available.  An  additional  appropriation 
will  be  sought  by  the  Department  to  cover  this  increase  in  cost. 
It  is  now  proposed  by  the  Department  to  acquire  as  a  site 
for  this  hospital  the  Schmidt  farm,  of  about  twenty-five  acres, 
adjoining  the  present  Cottage  Colony  on  Staten  Island,  and  com- 
manding an  extensive  southerly  view  toward  the  ocean,  over- 
looking Prince's  Bay,  some  miles  distant,  the  availability  of  this 
site  having  been  determined  during  a  visit  in  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Committee  accompanied  representatives  of  the  De- 
partment and  others. 

Some  opposition  has  been  offered  by  residents 

'"  ^^Mm  ^^'  ^^  S*^*^^  Island  to  the  location  there  of  a  large 

hospital  for  tuberculous  jmtients,  but  the  Com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  add  nothing  unduly  ob- 
jectionable to  the  already  established  Farm  Colony,  at  which 
light,  outdoor  employment  could  be  made  available  for  the  more 
able-bodied  tuberculous  patients,  while  the  altitude,  about  400 
feet,  is  the  highest  in  New  York  City,  where  no  other  site  is,  or 
seems  likely  to  become,  more  available.  We  believe  that  this 
hospital  should  be  accessible,  as  the  above  site  can  readily  be 
made,  by  the  rapid  transit  facilities  of  the  City,  and  at  a  min- 
imum fare. 

The  need  for  the  hospital  is  immediate,  and  the  Committee 
would  regret  exceedingly  any  postponement  of  its  erection.* 

*0n  Norember  10, 1906,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $800,000  was  made  posaible  for  tbis  hoe* 
pital,  and  the  City  committed  to  the  expenditure  of  $8,000,000  in  all,  but  at  the  time  of  printing  this 
report,  no  final  plan  has  been  advertised. 
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A  .    ^  «7    ^  The  members  of  the  Committee  have  met  with 

A  Last  Word. 

courteous  treatment  in  their  visits  to  the  institu- 

tionSy  and  in  their  interviews  with  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities,  and  the  Secretaries  and  other  officers  in  these 
Departments.  For  these  courtesies  and  the  assistance  received 
in  its  work,  the  Committee  tenders  hearty  thanks. 

HOMEB  FOIaKS, 

President  of  the 

New  York  City  Visiting  Committee. 

George  G.  Wheblock,  M.  D., 

Pres.  Visiting  Committee  for  the 

Boroughs   of   Manhattan   and   The 
Bronx. 

Caroline  McPhail  Bergen, 

Pres.  Visiting  Committee  for  the 

Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 

Alexander  C.  Proudfit, 
Secretary. 
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Appendix  C. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 
Recapitulation  op    the  Census    of    All    Institutions    for 

October  1,  1905. 


'  Inbtitdtionb. 


Bradford  Street  Hos- 
pital  

Bureau  of  Dependent 

Adults 

Morgue 

Bureau  of  Dependent 
Children 

Central  Office,  Brook 
lyn 

Central  Office,  Man- 
hattan  

City  Hospital 

Coney  Island  Hon>ital 

Cumberland  Street 
Hospital 

General  Drug  Depart- 
ment   

Kinffs  County  Hospi- 

Lodging  House.! 

•Metropolitan  Hospi 
tal 

New  York  City  Chil 
dren^s  Hospitals  and 

Schools 

Children's  Hospital 
Feeble-Minded  Sch. 
Custodial  Asylum. . 

New  York  City  Farm 
Colony 

New  York  City  Home 
for  Aged  and  Infirm, 
Brooklyn 

New  York  City  Home 
for  Aged  and  Infirm, 
Manhattan 

New  York  City  Train- 
ing School 

Steamboats 

Storehouse 


Total  for  Dept.  of 
Public  Charities. 


l! 

3 


}     « 


[ 


669 
6 


j-    817 

r      •  •  •  • 

i    066 
806 
{-1,100 


\ 


675 
866 
411 


[     860 
1,861 

2,648 

I        •  •  •  • 


[8,826 


I 


o 
H 


8 


1 
6 


16 

•  • 

21 
8 


78 


S 


2 

•  • 
8 

•  • 

18 


14 


6 


48 


t 


80 
17 
80 

86 

80 

206 
6 

69 

14 

207 

16 

810 

897 


68 


182 


150 

62 
66 


1,910 


8 


8 

1 


11 
7 


24 


48 


li 


665 

•  •  •  • 

174 


464 

68 

540 


548 
848 
896 

867 


1.488 


2,267 


•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 


tr^SZ 


9 


466 


494 


I 


t 


i 


40 


15 


6 


68 


12 
1 

17 


67 
81 
51 


•  a 


8 


181 


ft 


9 

80 

17. 

80 

86 

80 

649 
10 

809 

14 

777 

117 

1,447 


548 
848 


818 
1,501 

2,470 

174 

64 
70 


9,908 


Census  of  the  Department  of  Bellbvue  and  Allied 

Hospitals,  October  1,  1905. 


Central  Office 

BeUevue  Hospital 

Gouvemeur  Hospital. 

Harlem  Hospital 

Fordham  Hospital .... 

•  •  •  •  • 

1,07^ 

102 

58 

60 

•  « 

51 
8 
5 
4 

68 

•  •  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

12 
882 
59 
89 
81 

Knzaes 

•  •  • 

187 
17 
14 
11 

229 

•  •  «  •  • 

720 
66 
48 
51 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

«  • 

•  • 

12 

1,842 

150 

106 

97 

TotalforB.  &  A.  H... 

1,277 

2 

628 

885 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  » 

•  » 

1,707 

Grand  Total 

10,108 

146 

50 

2,488 

277 

494 

/ 

•  • 

68 

181 

•  • 

11,616 

*  Includes  Metropolitan  Hospital  Training  School. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

(Including  the  Psychopathic  Service,  Alchoholic  Pavilions,  Emergency  Hospital 

and  Prison  Wards.) 

Children.    Males.    Females.   TotaL 
Capacity  of  Hospital  (Patients  only) 120 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year. . . . 


Total. 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 1906 
Discharged  during  year  ending  September. 

30,  1906 

Transferred  during  year  ending  September 
30,  1906 : 
To  City  Hospital,  BlackwelFs  Island. . 
"   Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blackwell's 

Island   \ 

'^   Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  Black- 
well's  Island 

"   "Wbrkhouse 

"   New   York   City   Children's    Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 

"  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  Ward's 

Island  

"   other  institutions 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 


639 

313 

225 

9,200 

144 

1,072 

540 

18,684 
116 

765 

27,884 
260 

19,340 

9,569 

28,909 

1,697 

821 

2,518 

13,427 

6,871 

19,298 

1,095 

836 

1,931 

1,374 

541 

1,916 

34 

54 

34 
42 

68 
96 

22 

30 

52 

937 
197 
503 

1,040 
137 
217 

1,977 
334 
720 

Total 19,340         9,569       28,909 


Ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 6,938 

Cases  treated  in  Disx)ensary  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905. .  80,290 
Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending 

September  30,  1906   (counting  first  visit  only),  and  excluding 

tuberculosis  patients 21,451 

Number  of  different  i)ersons  treated  in  Dispensary  for  tuberculosis 

during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 730 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  from  September 

30,  1904,  to  September  30,  1906. 2,469 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds 952 

Daily  average,  880  patients. 
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^j  ^  Bbllevub  Hospital — {Continued). 

PSYCHOPATHIC  PAVILION. 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 14 

Admitted  during  enauing  year 1,332 

Total 1,346 

Sent  to: 

Manhattan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane. . . .  847 

Bloomingdale  Asylum 6 

Long  Island  Home,  AmityviUe 1 

Hudson  State  Hospital 0 

Middletown  State  Hospital 4 

River   Crest 18 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults 48 

Other    institutions 19 

Wards  in  Bellevue  Hospital 81 

Discharged  as  not  insane: 

(a)  To   friends 160 

(&)  To  self  66 

(c)  To  police 62 

((f)  Deported 9 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905. .  20 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 16 

Total 1,346 


ALCOHOLIC  WARDS. 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 33 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 6,255 

Total    6,288 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905. .  217 

Transferred: 

To  City  Hospital 619 

''   Metropolitan  Hospital   482 

''   Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 0 

'^   other  institutions 0 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 .  4,930 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 40 

Total   6,288 

^  — 


16 
1,220 

30 
2,652 

1,236 

2,682 

876 

0 

2 

1 

6 

12 

36 

17 

72 

1,722 
5 
3 
1 

10 
30 
84 
36 
163 

163 

10 

11 

9 

9 

13 

323 
66 
73 
18 
29 
29 

1,236 

2,582 

9 
2,368 

42 
8,613 

2,367 

8,655 

61 

278 

514 

221 

2 

24 

1,627 

18 

1,133 

703 

2 

24 

6,457 

58 

2,367 

8,655 
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GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Children.    Males.    Females.  TotaL 

Capacity  for  patients 12 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904: 

Admitted  during:  year. 

Number  of  births  during  year 


Total. 


Number  of  deaths  during  year 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 

"  "  Bethlsrael 

"  "  Willard   Parker 

"  "   other  institutions 

Taken  home 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 


64 

26 

102 

50 

39 

89 

2,849 

1,060 

3,909 

4 

7 

11 

2,903 

1,106 

4,009 

309 

155 

464 

1,904 

675 

2,579 

555 

217 

772 

•  • . 

1 

1 

15 

9 

24 

... 

2 

2 

69 

32 

101 

51 

15 

66 

Total 2,903         1,106         4,009 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1905.  5,638 

Treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  (total  new  and  old  cases) 71,907 

Treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  (new  cases  only) 28,385 

Daily  average,  patients,  95.75. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Males.    Females.  Total. 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 22             23  45 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 35 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 811 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 4 


Total 850 


Deaths  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 116 

Discharged  during  the  year 649 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 9 

"            "   City   Hospital 11 

^           "   Metropolitan  Hospital 16 

"            "   other  institutions 14 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 35 


Total 850 


10 

45 

302 

1,113 

4 

8 

316 

1,166 

43 

159 

237 

886 

9 

18 

4 

15 

... 

16 

7 

21 

16 

51 

316 

1,166 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905 .  1,420 

Treated  in  Dispensary  and  dressing  room  (total  new  and  old  cases) . .  5,917 

Treated  in  Dispensary  and  hospital  room  during  year  (new  cases  only) .  2,802 
Daily  average,  47.5  patients. 

Capacity  for  patients,   including    children 50 
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BsLuiynB  Hospital — (Continued) 

PSYCHOPATHIC  PAVILION. 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904 14 

Admitted  during  eiMuing  year 1,332 

Total 1,346 

Seat  to: 

Manhattan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane. .. .  847 

Bloomingdale  Asylum 5 

Long  Island  Home,  Amityville 1 

Hudson  State  Hospital 0 

Middletown  State  Hospital 4 

Kiver   Crest 18 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults 48 

Other    institutions 19 

Wards  in  Bellevue  Hospital 81 

Discharged  as  not  insane: 

(a)  To   friends 160 

(&)  To  self 66 

(c)  To  police 62 

((f)  Deported 9 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905 . .  20 

Eemaining  October  1,  1905 16 

Total 1,346 


ALCOHOLIC  WARDS. 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 33 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 6,255 

Total   6,288 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905. .  217 

Transferred: 

To  City  Hospital 619 

"   Metropolitan  Hospital   482 

^'   Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 0 

''   other  institutions 0 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 .  4,930 

Kemaining  October  1,  1905 40 

Total   6,288 


16 

ao 

1,220 

2,552 

1,236 

2,582 

876 

1,722 

0 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

6 

10 

12 

30 

36 

84 

17 

36 

72 

153 

163 

323 

10 

66 

11 

73 

9 

18 

9 

29 

13 

29 

1,236 

2,682 

9 

42 

2,368 

8,613 

2,367 

8,655 

61 

278 

514 

1,133 

221 

703 

2 

2 

24 

24 

1,527 

6,457 

18 

58 

2,367 

8,655 
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GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Children.    Males.    Females.  Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 12 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 

Admitted  during:  year 

Number  of  births  during  year 


Total, 


Number  of  deaths  during  year 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 

"  "  Beth  Israel 

"  "  WiUard   Parker 

"  "   other  institutions 

Taken  home 

Bemaining  October  1,  1905 


64 

26 

102 

50 

39 

89 

2,849 

1,060 

3,909 

4 

7 

11 

2,903 

1,106 

4,009 

309 

156 

464 

1,904 

675 

2,579 

555 

217 

772 

•  • . 

1 

1 

15 

9 

24 

... 

2 

2 

69 

32 

101 

51 

15 

66 

Total 2,903         1,106         4,009 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1905.  5,638 

Treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  (total  new  and  old  cases) 71,907 

Treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  (new  cases  only) 28,385 

Daily  average,  patients,  95.75. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Males.    Females.  Total. 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 22             23  45 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 35  10  45 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 811  302         1,113 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 4  4  8 


Total 850  316         1,166 


Deaths  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 116  43  159 

Discharged  during  the  year 649  237  886 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 9  9  18 

"            "   City   Hospital 11  4  15 

**           "   Metropolitan  Hospital 16  ...  16 

"           "   other  institutions 14  7  21 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 35  16  51 


Total 850  316         1,166 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1905 .  1,420 

Treated  in  Dispensary  and  dressing  room  (total  new  and  old  cases) . .  5,917 

Treated  in  Dispensary  and  hospital  room  during  year  (new  cases  only) .  2,802 
Daily  average,  47.5  patients. 

Capacity  for  patients,   including   children 50 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

October  1,  1904 — September  30,  1905. 
CITY  HOSPITAL,  BLACKWELL'S   ISLAND. 

(Including  Maternity  Hospital.) 

Males.    Females.    Total. 
Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 341  348  689 

^^^^^^^  ^aMM^M^M  ^^^^^^^ 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 366  291  646 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 6,027         2,602         7,629 

Births  during  the  year 68  38  96 

Total    5,440         2,931         8,371 


Died  during  year 230  178  408 

Discharged  during  year 4,698  2,276  6,874 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 24  32  66 

"            "   City  Home 156  124  280 

"            "   MetropoHtan  Hospital 70  23  93 

"            "    Craig  Colony 3  23  26 

"            "   other   institutions 5  12  17 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1906 364  263  617 

Total    6,440  2,931  8,371 


MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

Number  of  confinements 109 

^'  Deaths  of  Mothers 

"                    "             Infants  9 

Still-births    13 

^  Patients  in  Maternity  Hospital  September  30, 

1905;  Mothers,  5;  Children,  5 10 

"             Women  in  Waiting  Ward  September  30,  1905  7 


NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM, 

MANHATTAN  DIVISION. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  (inmates  only)  all  departments 1,341  1,297  2,638 

Number  of  inmates  October  1,  1904 1,059  1,213  2,272 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 1,841  1,289  3,130 

Total 2,900  2,602  6,402 

Discharged  during  the  year 1,394  871  2,265 

Died 227  307  534 
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Home  foe  the  Aged  and  Infirm — {Continued). 

Tnnafened  to  City  Hospital 112 

«           «  MetropoUtan  Hospital 12  7  19 

«           «  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 208  81  284 

"   Craig  Colony 13  2  16 

"           **  other  institutions 7  9  16 

Total  ranudning  October  1,  1905 1,043  1^24  2^67 

Total 2,900  2,502  5,402 

Of  those  admitted  to  the  New  Yoric  City  Home  dur- 
ing year  ending  September  30,  1905,  there  were 

admitted  for  the  first  time 792  612  1,404 

The  number  of  inmates  on  October  1, 1905,  may  be 
dassified  as  follows: 

In  blind  wards 70  71  141 

In  hospital  wards 271  278  549 

Non-hospital  wards 702  875  1,577 

Total 1,043  1,224  2,267 

State  poor  remaining  October  1,  1904 4  4  8 

«        "     admitted  during  year 92  33  126 

«        "     discharged    «         "    96  37  132 

"        "     remaining  October  1,  1905 1  ...  1 


METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 356  177  533 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 365  163  528 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 3,555  1,219  4,774 

Transferred   from   Infirmary 220  52  272 

Births  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 ....         49  53  102 

Total 4,189  1,487  5,676 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 1905 232  110  342 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30, 1905.     3,548  1,093  4,641 

Transferred  to  City  Home 36  92  128 

"           "  Bellevue   Hospital 8  3  U 

"            "   City  Hospital 2  1  3 

"           "  New   York    City    Children's    Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 4  16 

"            "   other  institutions 5  16 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 354  186  540 

Total -.^8d6  496M  5,676 

4,iiJ8  1,487 
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TUBERCULOSIS  INFIRMARY. 

Capacity  (398  in  buildings ;  169  in  tents) 460  107  667 

Nnmbep  of  patients  October  1,  1904 366  74  440 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 2,329  465  2,794 

Total. 2,695  539  3,234 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 666  162  807 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906.     1,419  261  1,670 

Transferred  to  Main  Hospital 220  62  272 

Eemaining  October  1,  1906 401  84  485 

Total 2,696  639  3,234 

Discharged: — ^Much  improved 197  63  260 

"             Improved 705  225  930 

«             Unimproved   166  22  187 

Total  discharged  (minus  readmissions) 1,067  310  1,377 

NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND  SCHOOLS, 

RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 

INFANTS'  HOSPITAL. 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904:                                         Males.      Females.  Total. 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) 2  2 

Children  with  their  mothers 10  10 

Children  whose  mothers  were  not  in  institution.          27  16  43 

Total  census  October  1,  1904 27  28  65 

Beceived  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1905 : 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) 5  5 

Children  admitted  wi&  their  mothers 2  2  4 

Children  received  without  their  mothers 1  2  3 

Total  admissions  during  the  year 3  9  12 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1906 : 

Children  in  the  institution  with  their  mothers.  112 

Children    in    the    institution    without    their 

mothers   1  5  6 

Total  deaths 2  6  8 

Discharged  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1906 : 

Moti[iers 7  7 

Children  admitted  with  their  mothers 7  2  9 

Children  admitted  without  their  mothers. .....         21  22  43 

Total  number  discharged 28  31  59 

Bemaining  October  1,  1905.. 0  0  0 


c. 

OF  PUBLIC  CHASITIES. 
Cksscs    of    Au.    Ik»titutions 

1.  1903. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

(Including  the  Psychopathic  Service,  Alchoholic  Pavilions,  Emergency  Hospital 

and  Prison  Wards.) 

Children.    Males.    Females.   Total. 
Capacity  of  Hospital  (Patients  only) 120  639  313         1,072 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 540  225  766 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 18,684         9,200       27,884 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 116  144  260 


Total 19,340         9,569       28,909 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 1905 
Discharged  during  year  ending  September. 

30,   1905 

Transferred  during  year  ending  September 
30,  1905 : 
To  City  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island. . 
"   Metropolitan  Hospital,  BlackwelFs 

Island   \ 

*^   Home  for  Aged  and  In£rm,  Black- 
well's  Island 

"   "Wbrkbouse 

"   New   York    City   Children's    Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 

^'   Manhattan  State  Hospital,  Ward's 

Island  

'*   other  institutions 

Bemaining  October  1,  1905 


1,697 

821 

2,518 

13,427 

5,871 

19,298 

1,096 

836 

1,931 

1,374 

541 

1,915 

34 
54 

34 
42 

68 
96 

22 

30 

52 

937 
197 
503 

1,040 
137 
217 

1,977 
334 
720 

Total 19,340         9,569       28,909 


Ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 6,938 

Cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905. .  80,290 
Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending 

September  30,  1905   (counting  first  visit  only),   and  excluding 

tuberculosis   patients 21,451 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  for  tuberculosis 

during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 730 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  from  September 

30,  1904,  to  September  30,  1905 2,469 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds 952 

Daily  average,  880  patients. 


106 
HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 

Foot  of  Bast  laoth  Street 

Cbildien.    Males.    Females.  Total. 

Capacity  of   hospital  for  patients 9            ...            ...  53 

Patients  in  hospital  October  1,  1904 29             34  63 

Patients  admitted  during  year 1,525         1,021  2,546 

Births  during  year 46             38  84 

Total 1,600         1,093  2,693 

Discharged    842            583  1,425 

Died 222            134  356 

Transferred  to  BeUevue  Hospital 199            164  363 

"            "   City   Hospital 63             27  90 

"           "  Metropolitan  Hospital 165            101  256 

"  "   New   York   City   Children's 

Hospitals  and  Schools 11               5  16 

<'            ^'   other  institutions 81              53  134 

Bemaining  October  1,  1905 27             26  53 

Total 1,600         1,093  2,693 

Ambulance  calls,  5,100. 

HARLEM  HOSPITAL  DISPENSARY. 

New  Cases.    Old  Cases.  Total. 

Tuberculosis 203                780  983 

General  medicine ».     13,049            13,041  26,090 

"         surgery   6,062            12,476  18,538 

GynfiBcology  600             1,073  1,573 

Eye  and  ear 1,234             1,722  2,956 

Diseases  of  skin 2,734              3,925  6,659 

Nose  and  throat 989                974  1,963 

Qenito-urinary 667              1,215  1,872 

Hospital  dressing  room « 2,618             ..... 

Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,   1905 28,046            35,206  63,252 

Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 28,445            34,675  63,120 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds,  44. 
Daily  average,  51  patients. 
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GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Children.    MaloB. 

Ciqpacity  for  patients 12  64 

Number  of  patientB  October  1,  1904 50 

Admitted  dnnn^r  year 2,849 

Number  of  births  during:  year 4 

Total 2,903 

Number  of  deaths  dnrinfi:  year 309 

Dischaiged  during:  year 1,904 

Transferred  to  BeUerue  Hospital 555 

«  ""Bedilsrael 

"            "  Willard   Paiker 15 

^             ^  other  institutions ... 

Taken  home 69 

Bonaining  October  1,  1905 51 


Females.  Total 

26 

102 

39 

89 

1,060 

3,909 

7 

11 

1,106 

4,009 

155 

464 

675 

2,579 

217 

772 

1 

1 

9 

24 

2 

2 

32 

101 

15 

66 

Total 2,903         1,106         4,009 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  Sq;>tember  30, 1905.  5,638 

Treated  in  Dispensaiy  during  year  (total  new  and  old  cases) 71,907 

Treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  (new  cases  only) 28^385 

average^  patients,  95.75. 


FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Males.    Females.  Total 

Ciqiacity  of  hospital  for  pati^its 22              23  45 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 35              10  45 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 811            302  1,113 

Number  of  births  during  ensuing  year 4               4  8 

Total 850            316  1466 

Deaths  during  year  ending  S^tonber  30,  1905 116              43  159 

Dischaiged  dnnng  the  year 649            237  886 

Transferred  to  BeQevue  Hospital 9               9  18 

"            «   City   Hospital 11               4  15 

^            ^  Metropolitan  Hospital 16            ...  16 

«            «  oAer  institutions 14               7  21 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 35              16  51 

Total 850            316  1,166 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  Sq;>tember  30, 1905.  1,^0 

Treated  in  Dispensary  and  dressing  room  (total  new  and  old  cases) . .  5,917 

Treated  in  Dispensaiy  and  hospital  room  during  year  (new  cases  only) .  2,802 
Daily  aTerage,  47.5  patioits. 

Capacity  for  patients,  including   children 50 
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HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 

Foot  of  Bast  xaoth  Street 

Childien.    Males.    Females.  Total. 
Capacity  of   hospital  for  patients 9  ...  ...  53 

Patients  in  hospital  October  1,  1904 

Patients  admitted  during  year 

Births  during  year 


Total. 


Discharged    

Died 

Transferred  to  Bellevne  Hospital 

"   City    Hospital 

"  Metropolitan  Hospital 

"  New  York  City  Children's 
Hospitals  and  Schools... 

**   other   institutions 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 


u 


u 


<c 


Total, 


29 

1,626 

46 

34 

1,021 

38 

63 
2,646 

84 

1,600 

1,093 

2,693 

842 
222 
199 
63 
165 

683 
134 
164 

27 
101 

1,426 

366 

363 

90 

266 

11 

81 

27 

6 
63 
26 

16 

134 

63 

• 

1,600 

1,093 

2,693 

Ambulance  calls,  5,100. 


HARLEM  HOSPITAL  DISPENSARY. 


New  Cases. 

Tuberculosis 203 

General  medicine » .  13,049 

"         surgery   6,062 

Gynaecology  500 

Eye  and  ear 1,234 

Diseases  of  skin 2,734 

Nose  and  throat. .  * 989 

Qenito-urinary 667 

Hospital  dressing  room < 2,618 


Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,   1906 28,046 

Total  treated  during  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904 28,446 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds,  44. 
Daily  average,  51  patients. 


Old  Cases. 

Total. 

780 

983 

13,041 

26,090 

12,476 

18,638 

1,073 

1,673 

1,722 

2,966 

3,926 

6,669 

974 

1,963 

1,216 

1,872 

36,206 

63,252 

34,676 

63,120 
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DEPAETMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

October  1,  1904— September  30,  1906. 
CITY  HOSPITAL,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 

(Including  Maternity  Hospital.) 

Males.    Females.    Total. 
Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 341  348  689 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 356  291  646 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 6,027  2,602  7,629 

Births  during  the  year 58  38  96 

Total    5,440  2,931  8,371 


Died  during  year 230  178  408 

Discharged  during  year 4,598  2,276  6,874 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 24  32  56 

"            "   City  Home 156  124  280 

"            "   Metropolitan  Hospital 70  23  93 

"            "   Craig  Colony 3  23  26 

"            "   other  institutions 5  12  17 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1905 354  263  617 

Total    6,440  2,931  8,371 


MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

Number  of  confinements 109 

''  Deaths  of  Mothers 

"                   "             Infants  9 

Still-births    13 

^  Patients  in  Maternity  Hospital  September  30, 

1906;  Mothers,  6;  Children,  6 10 

"              Women  in  Waiting  Ward  September  30,  1906  7 


NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM, 

MANHATTAN  DIVISION. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  (inmates  only)  all  departments 1,341  1,297  2,638 

Number  of  inmates  October  1,  1904 1,059  1,213  2,272 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 1,841  1,289  3,130 

Total 2,900  2,602  6,402 

Discharged  during  the  year 1,394  871  2,266 

Died  227  307  634 
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Home  foe  the  Aged  and  Infiem — {Continiied). 

Transferred  to  City  Hospital 1  1  2 

"            "  MetropoUtan  Hospital 12  7  19 

''           "  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 203  81  284 

"            "   Craig   Colony 13  2  15 

"            "   other  institutions 7  9  16 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1905 1,043  1,224  2,267 

Total 2,900  2,502  5,402 


Of  those  admitted  to  the  New  York  City  Home  dur- 
ing year  ending  September  30,  1905,  there  were 

admitted  for  the  fiist  time 792  612  1,404 

The  nimiber  of  inmates  on  October  1, 1905,  may  be 
classified  as  follows: 

In  bUnd  wards 70  71  141 

In  hospital  wards 271  278  549 

Non-hospital  wards 702  876  1,577 

Total 1,043  1,224  2,267 

State  poor  remaining  October  1,  1904 4  4  8 

"        "     admitted  during  year 92  33  126 

"        "     discharged    "         "    95  37  132 

"        "     remaining  October  1,  1906 1  ...  1 


METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

Males.  Females.  TotaL 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 356  177  533 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 365  163  528 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 3,555  1,219  4,774 

Transferred    from    Infirmary 220  52  272 

Births  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 49  53  102 


Total 4,189         1,487         5,676 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 232  110            342 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906.  3,548  1,093         4,641 

Transferred  to  City  Home 36  92            128 

"           "  Bellevue   Hospital 8  3             11 

"            "   City  Hospital 2  .1               3 

"           "  New    York    City    Children's    Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 4  16 

"            "   other  institutions 5  16 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 354  186            540 


Total .:^^S96        4p6il         5,676 

i,i6Q        1,487 
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TUBERCULOSIS  INFIRMARY. 

Capacity  (898  in  buildings ;  169  in  tente) 460  107  667 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 366  74  440 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 2,329  465  2,794 

Total. 2,696  639  3,234 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 666  162  807 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30, 1906.     1,419  261  1,670 

Transferred  to  Main  Hospital 220  62  272 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 401  84  486 

Total 2,696  639  3,234 

Discharged: — ^Much  improved 197  63  260 

"             Improved 706  226  930 

"             Unimproved   166  22  187 

Total  discharged  (minus  readmissions) 1,067  310  1,377 

NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND  SCHOOLS, 

RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 

INFANTS'  HOSPITAL. 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904:                                        Males.      Females.  TotaL 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) 2  2 

Children  with  their  mothers 10  10 

Children  whose  mothers  were  not  in  institution.          27  16  43 

Total  census  October  1,  1904 27  28  65 

Beceived  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1905 : 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) 5  5 

Children  admitted  with  their  mothers 2  2  4 

Children  received  without  their  mothers 1  2  3 

Total  admissions  during  the  year 3  9  12 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1905 : 

Children  in  the  institution  with  their  mothers.  112 

Children    in    the    institution    without    their 

mothers   1  5  6 

Total  deaths 2  6  8 

Discharged  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1905: 

Movers 7  7 

Children  admitted  with  their  mothers 7  2  9 

Children  admitted  without  their  mothers. ......         21  22  43 

Total  number  discharged 28  31  69 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906... 0  0  0 


108 
Home  foe  the  Aged  and  Infirm — {Contmued). 

Transferred  to  City  Hospital 112 

"            "   Metropolitan   Hospital 12               7  19 

"           "  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 203             81  284 

"            "   Craig   Colony 13               2  16 

"            "   other  institutions 7               9  16 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1905 1,043         1,224  2,267 

Total 2,900         2,602  6,402 


Of  those  admitted  to  the  New  York  City  Home  dur- 
ing year  ending  September  30,  1905,  there  were 
admitted  for  the  first  time 792  612         1,404 

The  number  of  inmates  on  October  1,  1905,  may  be 
classified  as  follows: 

In  bUnd  wards 70  71  141 

In  hospital  wards 271  278  649 

Non-hospital  wards 702  875         1,677 

Total 1,043         1,224         2,267 


State  poor  remaining  October  1,  1904 4  4  8 

"        "     admitted  during  year 92  33  126 

"        "     discharged    "         "    95  37  132 

"        "     remaining  October  1,  1905 1  ...  1 


METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

Males.  Females.  TotaL 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 356  177  533 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 365  163  528 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 3,555  1,219  4,774 

Transferred    from   Infirmary 220  52  272 

Births  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 ....         49  53  102 

Total 4,189  1,487  5,676 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1905 232  110  342 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30, 1905.     3,548  1,093  4,641 

Transferred  to  City  Home 36  92  128 

"           "  Bellevue   Hospital 8  3  11 

"           "   City  Hospital 2  1  3 

«           "  New    York    City    Children's    Hos- 
pitals and  Schools 4  16 

"            "   other  institutions 5  16 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 354  186  640 

Total «<:^$S96  4p6il  6,676 

4,i^9  1,487 
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TUBERCULOSIS  INFIRMARY. 

Capacity  (398  in  buildings ;  169  in  tents) 460  107  667 

Ntunber  of  patients  October  1,  1904 366  74  440 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 2,329  465  2,794 

Total. 2,696  639  3,234 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 666  152  807 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906.     1,419  261  1,670 

Transferred  to  Main  Hospital 220  62  272 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 401  84  486 

Total 2,696  639  3,234 

Discharged: — ^Much  improved 197  63  260 

"             Improved 706  226  930 

"             Unimproved   166  22  187 

Total  discharged  (minus  readmissions) 1,067  310  1,377 

NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND  SCHOOLS, 

RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 

INFANTS'  HOSPITAL. 

Bemaining  October  1,  1904:                                        Males.      Females.  TotaL 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) 2  2 

Children  with  their  mothers. 10  10 

Children  whose  mothers  were  not  in  institution.          27  16  43 

Total  census  October  1,  1904 27  28  66 

Beceived  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1906 : 

Mothers  (not  including  Workhouse  inmates) 6  6 

Children  admitted  with  their  mothers 2  2  4 

Children  received  without  their  mothers 1  2  3 

Total  admissions  during  the  year 3  9  12 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1906 : 

Children  in  the  institution  with  their  mothers.  112 

Children    in    the    institution    without    their 

mothers   1  5  6 

Total  deaths 2  6  8 

Discharged  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1906: 

Movers 7  7 

Children  admitted  with  their  mothers 7  2  9 

Children  admitted  without  their  mothers. ......         21  22  43 

Total  number  discharged 28  31  69 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906.. 0  0  0 


•    •  • 


•    •  • 
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CUSTODIAL  ASYLUM. 

Kemaining  October  1,  1904 132            130           262 

Keceived  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1906: 

From  parents,  relatives  and  friends 11 

''      institutions  83 

Total 226 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30, 1906 : 

To  parents,  relatives  and  friends 13 

"  Eome  State  Custodial  Asylum 

"   Syracuse  State  Institution 

"   State  Custodial  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded 

Women ^ 

"   Craig  Colony  for  Epileptics 1 

"   other  institutions 7 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906. .  16 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 190 

Total 226 

CHILDREN'S  HOSPITAL. 

Males. 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1904 291 

Keceived  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1906: 

Prom  parents,  relatives  or  friends 261 

«      Children's  Aid  Society 7 

"      New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 12 

"      Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 

Children    74 

"      North  Brother's  Island 1 

«      Infants'  Hospital 4 

"      Harlem  Hospital 14 

"      Bellevue  Hospital 12 

"      Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital 

"      Good  Counsel  Training  School 

"      other   institutions 108 

Total 774 

Discharged  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1906: 

To  parents,  relatives  or  friends 117 

«   Children's  Aid  Society.. 6 

"  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 11 

"   Society    for    Prevention    of    Cruelty    to 

Children    46 

"   Craig   Colony 26 

"  Department  of  Outdoor  Poor 139 

"  North  Brother's  Island 3 

"  other  institutions 84 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906. .  13 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 332 

Total 774 


8 
96 

19 
178 

233 

469 

6 

2 

1 

18 
2 
1 

3 
3 
6 
7 
206 

3 

4 

13 

22 

396 

233 

469 

emales. 
211 

TotAl. 
602 

196 

7 
14 

446 
14 
26 

60 
4 
4 
4 

12 

134 

6 

8 

18 

24 

•  •  • 

99 

•  •  • 

207 

610 

1,384 

99 
4 
9 

216 

9 

20 

67 

19 

118 

6 

83 

4 

211 

102 
44 

267 
9 

167 
IT 

543 

610 

1^84 
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SCHOOL  FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED. 

Remaining  October  1,  1904 224             97           821 

Eeceived  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1905: 

Prom  parents,  relatives  or  friends 105 

'^      other  institutions 45 

Total 374 


Discharged  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1905: 

To  parents,  relatives  and  friends 38 

"   Home  State  Custodial  Asylum 

"   Syracuse  State  Institution 3 

"   State  Custodial  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded 

Women    

"   Craig  Colony  for  Epileptics 1 

"   other  institutions 62 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905. .         14 
Remaining  October  1,  1905 256 

Total 374 


79 

184 

36 

81 

212 

586 

36 

74 

2 

2 

11 

14 

12 

12 

6 

7 

46 

108 

12 

26 

87 

343 

212 

586 

MUNICIPAL  LODGING  HOUSE. 

Males. 

Capacity  for  inmates 265 

Number  of  lodgings  provided: 

October,       1904 6,678 

November,      "    7,077 

December,       "    6,160 

January,      1905 7,817 

February,        "    4,551 

March,            "    5,222 

April               "    4,053 

May,               "    2,879 

June,               "    2,533 

July,               "    2,416 

August,           "    2,728 

September,      "    2,792 


Females. 

Total 

40 

305 

594 

6,272 

710 

7,787 

647 

6,807 

650 

8,467 

522 

5,073 

581 

5,803 

669 

4,722 

668 

3,647 

501 

3,034 

538 

2,964 

542 

3,270 

482 

3,274 

Total 53,906        7,104      61,010 


Largest  number  on  any  g^iven  date,  November  26, 

1904   469  33  502 

Smallest  number  on  any  griven  date,  July  12,  1905.         47  13  60 

Capacity  was  exceeded  and  male  lodgers  sent  to 

heated  rooms  on  Twenty-sixth  Street  Dock  on  37 

occasions  2,837 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  FARM  COLONY,  STATEN  ISLAND. 

Males.      Females.  Total. 

Capacity  (inmates  only),  all  departments 220           140  360 

Number  of  inmates  October  1, 1904 137             22  159 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year: 

From  the  Borough  of  Bichmond 115             62  177 

"      other  boroughs 262            110  372 

Total 514           194  708 

Discharged  during  year 227             68  295 

Died  19               3  22 

Transferred  to  institutions 48              46  94 

Left  without  leave 10            ...  10 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1905 210             77  287 

Total 514           194  708 

Number  of  casual  lodgers  provided  for 14               1  15 

KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL. 

(Including  the  Psychopathic  Service  and  ConsumptiveB'  Home. ) 

Children.    Males.  Females.  Total 
M.         F. 

Capacity  of  hospital  (patients  only) Cribs,    108        349        211  668 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 45          44        314        136  539 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 367        308     6,123     2,454  9,252 

Number  of  births  during  year 89          87        •  176 

Total 501        439     6,437     2,590  9,967 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 
1905 86  65        500        225        876 

Discharged  during  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1905 350        315     4,956     1,553     7,174 

Transferred : 

To   New  York   City  Home  for  the 

Aged    and    Infirm,    Brooklyn 

Division 275        234        509 

"  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 45        ...  45 

"  New   York    Children's    Hospitals 

and  Schools 3  5         8 

"  Long  Island   State  Hospital  for 

the  Insane 409        438        847 

^  other  institutions 25  4         29 
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Kings  County  Hospital — {Continued). 

Eemaining  October  1st,  1905 62         64        227        136        479 

Total 501        439     6,437     2,590     9,967 


Total  number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30th, 

1906    2,049 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September 

30th,  1906 4,181 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  the  Dispensary  during  year  end- 
ing September  30th,  1905,  counting  first  visits  only 1,756 

THE    NEW    YORK    CITY    HOME    FOR    THE    AGED    AND 

INFIRM. 

Brooklyn  Division. 

Males.      Females.    Total. 
Capacity  (inmates  only),  including  all  departments.       767  614         1,381 


Nimiber  of  inmates  remaining  October  1,  1904 769  684         1,363 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 2,181         1,170         3,351 


Total 2,950         1,764         4,704 


Discharged  during  year 1,891 

Died 160 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 56 

"            "  The  New  York  City  Farm  Colony.  30 

"            "  other   institutions 8 

Total  remaining  October  1st,  1905 805 


906 

2,797 

170 

330 

30 

86 

•  •  • 

30 

12 

20 

636 

1,441 

Total 2,960         1,764         4,704 


Number  of  casual  lodgers  provided  for 476  232  707 


CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Males.      Females.   Total. 
Capacity  for  patients 115  102  217 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904 82  89  171 

Admitted  during  year 1,467  875         2,332 

Number  of  births  during  year 69  64  133 


Total    1,608         1,028         2,636 


Number  of  deaths  during  year 169 

Discharged  during  year 1,298 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 19 

"            "other  institutions 17 

Bemaining  October  1,  1905 105 


104 

273 

813 

2,111 

13 

32 

29 

46 

69 

174 

Total   1,608         1,028         2,636 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906. . .     2,040 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (total  "new  and  old  cases)  during  year 16,940 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (new  cases  only)  during  year 6,565 
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BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Males.      Females.    Total. 
Capacity  for  patients 4  4  8 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1904. 

Admitted  during  year 

Number  of  births  during  year 


Total. 


3 
79 

•   •  • 

16 

... 

3 
94 

•  •  • 

82 

16 

97 

Number  of  deaths  during  year 7 

Discharged  during  year 63 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 9 

"            "   other    institutions 2 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 1 


3 

10 

7 

70 

6 

14 

• 

2 

• 

1 

Total 82  16  97 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 1,269 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (total  new  and  old  cases)  during  year 8,662 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (new  cases  only)  during  year 3,881 

RECEPTION  HOSPITAL,  CONEY  ISLAND. 

Males.      Females.   Total. 
Capacity  for  patients 3  3  6 

Number  of  patients  October  1, 1904 

Admitted  during  year 

Number  of  births  during  year 


Total. 


1 

60 

•  •  • 

... 
21 

... 

1 
71 

•  •  • 

61 

21 

72 

Number  of  deaths  during  year 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 

"  "  other   institutions , 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 , 


12 

4 

16 

23 

4 

27 

14 

12 

26 

1 

1 

2 

1 

«  •  • 

1 

Total 61  21  72 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  April  16  to  September  30,  1906 688 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (total  new  and  old  cases)  same  period 4,077 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (new  case  only),  same  period 1,913 


115 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE   TREASURER 
New  York  County  Visiting  Committee 

In  account  with  Gertrude  L.  Hoyt,  Treasurer, 

Report  from  Oct.  1st.  to  Dec.  Ist^  1904. 

Credit. 

By  Balance  Oct.  1,  1904... $326  40 

".  Annual  Subscriptions  and  Donations 175  00 

"   Mr.  Proudfit  for  rent  of  half  the  office  (2  months) 38  60 

Debit.  $640  00 

■  -  ■  ■■  f 

To  Salary  of  Secretary $160  00 

"        "       "    Stenographer   68  00 

"  Secretary  for  Office  Expenses 15  00 

"           "         Expenses  at  Convention 19  63 

"   Rent  of  Office  (2  months) 77  20 

$329  83 
Balance  Dec.  1,  1904 210  17 

New  York  City  Visiting  Committee  $540  00 

In  account  with  Gertrude  L.  Hoyt,  Treasurer, 
Report  from  Dec.  1, 1904,  to  Sept.  30, 1906. 

Credit. 

By  Balance  Dec.  1, 1904  (f  rom  N.  Y.  County  Visiting  Committee) .  $210  17 

"   Annual  Subscriptions  and  Donations 1,462  00 

"   Interest  on  Rosalie  Butler  and  other  Funds 530  00 

"          "        "   Deposits    10  48 

"    Subscription  from  Brooklyn  and  Queens  Committee 300  00 

"   Kings  County  Committee,  share  of  Cost  of  Statement  to  Board 

of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 10  00 

"   Mr.  Proudfit  for  rent  of  half  the  office  (10  months) 193  00 

Debit.  $2,706  65 

To  Salary  of  Secretary $1,090  47 

"        "       "    Stenographer    344  00 

"    Secretary  for  Office  Expenses 92  60 

"   Printing  Annual  Report  for  1904 300  00 

"   Rent  of  Office  (10  months) 386  00 

"   Stationery  and  Office  Supplies 232  14 

$2,445  11 
Balance  Sept  30,  1906 260  54 

$2,705  66 
GkRTRUDE  L.  Hoyt,  Treasurer, 
Audited  and  found  correct.  ^ 

HoMER  Folks, 
Alexander  0.  Proudfit. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND   DONATIONS. 
For  Year  Ending  September  30,  1905. 


Mr.  James  E.  Anderson. .. . 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Benedict 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Bixby 

Mrs.  Bouvier 

Mr.  Brewster  

Miss  H.  C.  Butler 

Miss  E.  V.  Clark 

Mrs.  N.  M.  Clark 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Clarkson 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Curtis 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gherardi  Davis. 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Davies 

Miss  Dehon  

Miss  Delafield  

Mrs.  George  E.  Dodge 

Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Dodge 

Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Draper 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Dun 

Dr.  J.  T.  Duryea 

Dr.  H.  C.  Eno,  through  Dr. 

Wheelock 

Miss  Evans 

Mrs.  Floyd 

Mrs.  Fowler   

"Friends,"     through     Dr. 

Wheelock    

Mrs.  Griffin  

Mr.  A.  M.  Hadden 

Miss  Haven 

Mr.     James     J.     Higginson, 

through  Dr.  Wheelock. . . . 

Mrs.  Colgate  Hoyt 

Mr.  G.  L.  Hoyt 

Miss  G.  L.  Hoyt 

Miss  Ireland 

Miss  Iselin  

Mr.  Isham 

Mr.       D.       Willis       James, 

through  Dr.  Wheelock .... 

Mrs.  Morris  K.  Jesup 

Mr.  F.  P.  K 

Miss  Ellen  King 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Lawrence 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Lee 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Leff erts 

Miss  C.  G.  Livingston 

Mrs.  Seth  Low 

Mrs.  Annie  L.  Lowry 


$1  00 
6  00 
5  00 
3  00 

25  00 
100  00 

10  00 
5  00 

25  00 
5  00 

25  00 
5  00 

10  00 

5  00 
25  00 
25  00 

6  00 
50  00 
10  00 

50  00 

5  00 

10  00 

00 


5 


35  00 
7  00 
3  00 
3  00 

50  00 
10  00 
25  00 
10  00 

5  00 
12  00 
50  00 

100  00 

6  00 
6  00 

25  00 
25  00 
10  00 
6  00 
30  00 
10  00 
10  00 


(Signed) 


Mrs.  R.  McCreery , 

Miss  McMahon 

Miss  Marie 

Mrs.  David  Magic,  through 

Dr.  Wheelock 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Mead 

Mrs.  Miller 

Mrs.  John  Minturn 

Miss  C.  L.  Morgan 

Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan. . . . 

Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Morgan 

Mrs.  Morse  

Mrs.  L.  P.  Morton 

Miss  H.  D.  Nelson 

Mrs.  Ogden  

Mrs.  Gothout   

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson 

Mrs.  Percy  R.  Pyne 

Mrs.  Proudfit  

Miss  M.  S.  Pullman 

Mrs.  Roland  Redmond 

Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid 

Mrs.  Rice 

Mr.  G.  L.  Rives 

Miss  H.  Rogers 

Mr.  A.  Schermorhorn 

Mr.  Jacob  Schiff 

Miss  Schuyler   

Miss  Schwab  

Mr.  De  Witt  Seligman 

Mr.  P.  T.  Sherman 

Miss  G.  R.  Smith 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Smith 

Mr.  James  Speyer 

Mrs.  Byam  K.  Stevens 

Mrs.  Stirling   

Mrs.  Underhill 

Mrs.  Van  Beuren 

Mr.  J.  Seely  Ward,  Jr 

Miss  M.  L.  Warren 

Mrs.  John  Wells 

Dr.  Wheelock 

Mrs.  Wheelock 

Mrs.  Wilkie 

Miss  E.  Wisner 

Miss  J.  Wisner 

Mrs.  L.  S.  WolfF 


Total $1,627  00 

Gertbxtde  L.  Hoyt,  Treasurer. 


10  00 

2  00 

5  00 

25  00 

3  00 

5  00 

10  00 

25  00 

100  00 

5  00 

10  00 

50  00 

6  00 

3  00 

5  00 

15  00 

25  00 

5  00 

2  00 

5  00 

6  00 

10  00 
20  00 

3  00 

100  00 

25  00 

25  00 

10  00 

10  00 

5  00 

2  00 

5  00 

10  00 

25  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

10  00 

5  00 

25  00 

100  00 

10  00 

2  00 

10  00 

20  00 

10  00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  TREASURER  OP  THE  COM- 
MITTEE ON  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  INPIRM. 
Fob  the  Ybab  Ending  Sbptbmbeb  30^  1905. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  October  1,  1904 $162  06 

Oif ts  and  Donations : 

Island  Mission 200  00 

Other  Sources  331  00 

Sales  68  30 

$741  36 
Expenditures. 

Teacher's  Salary  $524  00 

Material  for  work 8  00 

Payment  to  men  from  sales  of  work 16  96 

Photographs  and  printing  cards,  circular  letters,  etc 49  06 

Treats,  with  money  given  for  that  purpose 6  00 

$602  00 
Balance  October  1,  1905 139  36 


$741  36 
E.  &  O.  E.  (Signed)        Emma  N.  Ireland,  Treasurer. 

The  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee  takes  this  opportunity 
to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  following  contributions  received 
in  support  of  the  work  of  the  Employment  Committee. 

Miss  M.  C.  Bishop  (In  memory  of  Mrs.  Bishop) $25  00 

Miss  H.  C.  Butler 26  00 

Miss  E.  V.  Clark 5  00 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Cutting 20  00 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Dodge 60  00 

Mrs.  F.  B.  La  Farge 1  00 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Fisk 10  00 

A  ^Triend" 60  00 

Mrs.  Kobert  Hoe 10  00 

Brooklyn   and  Queens  Vis.   Com 10  00 

Island  Mission  200  00 

Mrs.  V.  Everitt  Macy 5  00 

Miss  Annie  Morgan 26  00 

Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Penniman 10  00 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Proudfit 10  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Kice  6  00 

Mr.  Paul  M.  Warburg 60  00 

Mrs.  John  Wells 10  00 

Mrs.  George  Q.  Wheelock 6  00 

Mrs.  Lewis  S.  WolfF 6  00 

$631  00 
Contribution  to  sale  through  Miss  H.  0.  Butler 26  00 

"  "      "      by  The  Misses  Schuyler 6  00 
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APPENDIX  A. 

AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Constitution  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee  was  adopted 
on  November  29,  1904,  and  may  be  found  in  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the 
Conamittee,  for  the  year  1904. 

Upon  February  19,  1906,  Article  III  of  the  Constitution  was  amended 
by  the  insertion  of  certain  matter  which  is  printed  in  italics  in  the  following 
copy  of  the  article  as  it  now  stands : 

Article  III. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Sec.  1.  The  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  both  men  and 
women,  and  shall  include  all  persons  who  were  members  of  the 
New  York,  Kings  and  Richmond  County  Visiting  Committees  on 
June  2,  1904,  and  all  who  shall  be  subsequently  elected  to  mem- 
bership as  herein  provided.  Any  member  may  propose  any  per- 
son for  membership  by  sending  in  writing  the  name  of  the  pro- 
posed member  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Committee  for 
the  borough  in  which  the  proposed  member  resides.  If  approved 
by  the  Borough  Committee  the  name  of  the  proposed  member 
shall  then  be  submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New 
York  City  Visiting  Committee,  and  such  nominee  may  be  elected 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  he  two  cldsses  of  members  to  be  elected 
ds  above  pi^ovided,  who  shall  have  the  privilege  of  voting  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Borough  Committees  and  of  the  City  Committee^ 
viz.: 

a.  Active  Members,  comprising  those  persons  who  on  Feb- 
ruary 19 y  1906 y  are  members  of  Standing  Committees  of  the  Bor- 
ough Committees  and  of  the  City  Committee,  and  those  who  may 
hereafter  be  appointed  thereto  as  in  Article  X.  Active  members 
shall  pay  annual  dues  of  $2.00. 

b.  Sustadnmg  Members:  comprising  those  duly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  Borough  Committees,  not  members  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees, but  who  are  on  February  19,  1906^  in  good  and  regular 
standing,  and  those  who  may  hereafter  be  elected  to  Sustaining 
Membership.     Sustaining  members  shall  pay  annual  dues  of  $10. 

Sbo.  3.  The  annual  dues  shall  be  payable  prior  to  the  cmnuai 
meeting  of  the  City  Committee  in  eojch  fiscal  year,  and  a  notice  to 
that  effect  shall  be  sent  to  eaich  member  by  the  Secretary  not  less 
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than  tvx>  weeks  prior  to  the  cmnual  meeting  of  the  City  Com- 
mittee. 

Sbo.  4.  There  shall  he  a  third  class  of  members  to  he  elected 
as  above  provided,  hut  who  shall  not  have  the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing, nor  shall  they  he  subject  to  the  payment  of  ommAial  dues,  viz. : 

Advisory  Members.  Such  members  shall  he  selected  with 
particular  reference  to  tJieir  qualifications  to  render  expert  advice 
to  the  Committee. 

SE3a  5.  Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and 
the  President  may  consider  the  failure  of  any  Active  member  to 
attend  three  consecutive  meetings  without  excuses  as  equivalent 
to  a  resignation. 


(R2038) 
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OKKICB&RS. 


President,  Mr.  Homeb  Folks 105  East  22d  Street. 

C  Dr.  George  G.  Wheelook* 75  Park  Avenue. 

Vtoe-Presidents,  )  Mrs.  Tunis  G.  Beboen 101  Willow  St.,  Bldyn. 

(  Mr.  HowABD  B.  Bathe New  Brighton. 

Treaaurer,  Mr.  Edward  W.  Sheldon 105  East  22d  Street. 

Seoretary,  Mr.  Ck>trRTBNAY  Dinwiddie 105  East  22d  Street. 


The  Offioers,  as  above. 

Elective  Members, 
Miss  Helen  0.  Butucr,  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Rice, 

AND  THE  Chairmen  of  Su6-Ck>MMiTTEES, 

Mrs.  Walter  S.Brewster,  Miss  Clara  Ibvit^,  Miss  Emily  Schwab, 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Cranford,         Miss  Mary  McMahon,       Mrs.  Wm.  Chandler  Smith, 
Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Davies,  Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Moffat,       Miss  Marion  E.  Taber, 

Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Draper,         Mrs.  Wm.  Church  Osborn,  Mrs.  Norman  S.  Walker,  Jbi, 
Mrs.  Jesse  T.  Duryea,       Mrs.  Henry  R.  Pierson,    Mrs.  John  Wells, 
Miss  Anna  B.  Evans,        Mr.  Alex.  C.  Pboudfit,  Mrs.  John  L.  WiLKiE,f 
Miss  Josephine  Wisner,      Mr.  Henry  A.  Yeomans. 

STATE  CHARITIES  AID  ASSOCIATION. 


Mr.  Joseph  H.  Choate President. 

Mr.  George  F.  Canfield,         ^ 

Mrs.  William  B.  Rice,  L Vice-Presidents. 

Miss  LoxnsA  Lee  Schuyler,    j 

Mr.  Edward  W.  Sheldon Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Henry  Oothout Lihrarian. 

Mr.  Homer  Folks Secretary. 

Miss  Mary  Vida  Clark Assistant  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Tunis  G.  Beroen,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Marshall, 

Miss  M.  Kate  Brice,  Mr.  John  A.  McEjm, 

Miss  Helen  C.  Butler,  Miss  Ruth  Morgan, 

Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Draper,  Mr.  Eugene  A.  Philbin, 

Dr.  Charles  Hitchcock,  Mr.  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman, 

Mr.  Chas.  S.  Fairchild,  Mr.  Feuz  M.  Warburg, 

Mr.  Francis  C.  Huntington,  Dr.  George  G.  Wheelock, 

Mrs.  Mary  Hatch  Willard. 

Ik^Deoeased,  March  22, 1907. 
fDeoeased,  April  24,  1907. 


VISITING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  BOROUGHS  OF 
MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BRONX. 


OKKICEJRS. 

President,  Dr.  Geobge  G.  Wheblock 75   Park  Avenue. 

Vice-President,  Mr.  Frederick  C.  BoYinx)N 359  West  20th  Street. 

Treasurer,  Miss  Gertrude  L.  Hoyt 20  Washington  Sq.,  N, 

Secretary,  Mr.  Courtenay  Dinwiddie 105  East  22d  Street. 


SXA^NDINO  COMNlIXX»B>S. 


COMMITTEE  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE 
BELLEVUE  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Church  Osborn,  Chairman 40  East  36th  Street. 

Mrs^  Kobert  Huntington 960  Lexington  Avenue. 

Miss  Georoine  Iselin 23  Madison  Square. 

Miss  KuTH  Morgan 26  Washington  Square. 

Mrs.  John  L.  Welkie te. 152  West  12th  Street. 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

(Including  Psychopathic  and  Alcoholic  Pavilions.) 

Mrs.  John  L.  Wilkie,  Chairman 162  West  12th  Street. 

Miss  M.  H.  Dehon 310  Fifth  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Edward  P.  Fowues 38  West  40th  Street. 

Mr.  Alexander  M.  Hadden 16  West  51st  Street. 

Miss  C.  G.  Livingston 271  Fifth  Avenue. 

Miss  Marie Ill  West  43d  Street, 

Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Morgan 26  Washington  Square. 

Mrs.  KoLAND  Redmond 3  East  12th  Street. 

Miss  Susan  B.  Schenck 50  West  46th  Street. 

Mrs.  Walter  Sands  Mills 324  West  89th  Street. 

Mrs.  Frank  Sullivan  Smith 146  West  58th  Street. 

Mrs.  Henry  A.  Yeomans 201  West  100th  Street. 

Mrs.  Philip  Aronson Bretton  Hall,  86th  Street, 

Mrs.  R.  F.  Otto  Friokenhaus 44  West  25th  Street. 

Mr.  W.  Harris  Roomb 71  Central  Park,  W. 

Mrs.  W.  Harris  Rooms 71  Central  Park,  W. 

Mrs.  Max  SaSner 101  West  86th  Street. 

EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  Wm,  G.  Davies,  Chairma/n Tuxedo  Park,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Loins  M.  Ogden Tuxedo  Park,  N.  Y. 


GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  John  WeixSi  Chairinan 52  East  25th  Street. 

Prof.  J.  H.  Hamilton University  Settlement. 

Miss  Bebtha  Richabdson 86  South  Oxford  Place. 

HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 

Miss  Mabt  McMahon,  ChatrtMm 37  Fifth  Avenue. 

Miss  Maby  S.  Pullman 1032  Park  Avenue. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Miss  Emily  Schwab,  Chairman 119  West  55th  Street. 

Mrs.   Wm.    Waddell Sedgwick     Park,     Ford- 
ham  Heights. 

CITY  HOSPITAL 

Miss  Anna  B.  Evans,  Chairman 102  East  26th  Street. 

Mrs.  J.  V.  BouvncB 48  East  26th  Street. 

Miss  Gebtbude  Robinson  Smith 34  West  69th  Street. 

HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM  (MANHATTAN), 

BLACKWELL'S  ISLAiip. 

Miss  Josephine  Wisneb,  Chairma^n 18  West  12th  Street. 

Mr.  Fbedebick  C.  Boynton,  Vice-Chairman 359  West  20th  Street. 

Miss  Henbietta  Rodman 444  West  124th  Street. 

Mrs.  Fbed.  J.  Stone 264  West  93rd  Street. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Eugene  Cobbigan 254  West  93rd  Street. 

Miss  C.  B.  Townsend 207  Broadway,  Flushing, 

L.  I. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Wheelock 128  East  34th  Street. 

Mrs.  A.  Undebhill 987  Madison  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Robt.  6.  Clabkson 76  Irving  Place. 

METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Dbapeb 121  East  36th  Street. 

Mrs,  Walteb  Sands  Mills 324  West  89th  Street. 

Mrs.  Hebmann  C.  Schwab 118  East  39th  Street. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND  SCHOOLS, 

RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 

(Children's  Hospital,  School  for  Feeble  Minded,  and  Custodial  Asylum.) 

Miss  Mabion  R.  Tabeb,  Chairman 348  Lexington  Avenue. 

Miss  Mabel  I.  Jones * 784  Fifth  Avenue. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Billinos 279  Madison  Avenue. 

Miss  Ella  Mabel  Clabk 831  Madison  Avenue. 

Miss  EiEANOB  Johnson 17  East  26th  Street. 

Dr.  Alfbed  E.  Hendebson 73  East  92d  Street. 


MUNICIPAL  LODGING  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Henby  a.  Yeomans,  Chairman 201  West  100th  Street. 

Mr.  P.  Tecuhseh  Sheeican 15  William  Street. 

Mrs.  Henby  A.  Yeomans 201  West  100th  Street. 

BUREAU  OF  DEPENDENT  ADULTS. 

(Including  the  Morgue.) 

Mr.  AXBXANDEB  C.  PBOUDFiTy  Chairman 105  East  22d  Street. 

Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Dbapeb 121  East  36th  Street. 

Miss  Anna  B.  Evans 102  East  26th  Street. 

Miss  Mabion  K.  Tabeb 348  Lexington  Avenue. 

Miss  Josephine  Wisneb 18  West  12th  Street. 

STEAMBOATS  OF  CHARITIES  DEPARTMENT,  TRANSFER  OF 

PATIENTS,  AND  DOCKS. 

Miss  Anna  B.  Evans,  Chairman 102  East  26th  Street. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  INFIRM. 

Miss  Claba  Ibvin,  Acting  Chairman 331  Legpngton  Avenue. 

Mr.  Edwabd  W.  Sheldon,  Treasurer 105  East  22d  Street. 

Miss  Emma  N.  Ibeland 331  East  17th  Street. 

Mrs.  Habvey  E.  Fisk 671  Fifth  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Candaoe  Wheelicb 33  West  67th  Street. 

Mrs.  Fbedebick  J.  Stone 254  West  93rd  Street. 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

(Advisors  to  the  Committee  are  consulted  in  matters  relating  to  Hospital  and 
institution  management  which  require  teclmical  or  expert  Imowl^ge.) 

Mrs.  Maby  Hatch  Whxabd Food  and  Diet. 

W.  G.  Thompson,  M.  D Food,   Diet    and   Hospi- 
tals. 

Rev.  S.  J.  Babbows,  Sec'y  Prison  Ass'n  of  N.  Y Food  and  Diet. 

Prof .  A.  D.  F.  Hamlin,  Associate  Professor  of  Architecture, 

Columbia    University Buildings  and  Plans. 

Mr.  William  J.  Baldwin,  Consulting  Engineer Heating  and  Ventilation. 

Mr.  Samttel  Henshaw,  Landscape  Gardener Grounds. 

Albebt  Wabbbn  Febbis,  M.  D.,  Consulting  Alienist Care  of  the  Insane. 

Thomas  Southwobth,  M.  D Hospital   Treatment   for 

Children. 

Mr.  Geo.  P.  Ludlam,  Supt.  N.  Y.  Hospital Hospital  Management. 

Miss  Anna  C.  Maxwell,  Supt.  Nurses'  Training  School, 

Presbyterian    Hospital Nursing. 

Captain  Augustus  MoKenzie Steamboats  and  Docks. 

Miss  Gebtbude   Beeks Welfare   Work   for   Em- 
ployees, &c. 

Mr.  Henby  H.  Holtjsteb Ambulance    and    Stable 

Service. 

Prof.  F.  A.  CUEVELAND Accounts  and  Records. 

Mr.  Samuel  Pabsons,  Jb Landscape  Architecture. 


SUSTAINING  MEMBERS. 

Mrs.  jAs.  Lent  Babciay 14  East  48th  Street. 

Miss  Annie  Clabkson 784  West  End  Avenue. 

Mrs.  jAS.  L.  OusHMAN 39  East  27th  Street. 

Mrs.  Walter  Dambosoh 146  East  6lBt  Street. 

Mrs.  James  B.  Dickson 16  West  54th  Street. 

Mrs.  Chables  Dugoin 26  East  38th  Street. 

Mr.  WiLLiAK  Fellowes  Morgan Short  Hills,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Wm.  p.  Hamilton 32  East  36th  Street. 

Mrs.  Morris  K.  Jesuf 197  Madison  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Otto  H.  Kahn 8  East  68th  Street. 

Mrs.  J.  Frederick  Kernoohan 11  Madison  Square,  N. 

Mrs.  Frederic  S.  Lee .125  East  65th  Street. 

Mrs.  Bradley  Martin,  Jr 8  East  87th  Street. 

Miss  C.  T.  Mitchell 27  East  72d  Street. 

Miss  Annie  Morgan 219  Madison  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Morse 24  West  96th  Street. 

Mrs.  Henry  Oothout 151  West  12th  Street. 

Mrs.  Theodore  H.  Price 168  West  68th  Street. 

Mrs.  Douglas  Kobinson 422  Madison  Avenue. 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 37  Madison  Square. 

Mrs.  Henry  Seligman 30  West  66th  Street. 

Mrs.  James   Sfeyer 257  Madison  Avenue. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  A.  Stirling 62  West  66th  Street. 

Mrs.  Paul  Tuckerman 116  East  69th  Street. 

Mr.  John  Seely  Ward,  Jr 15  East  46th  Street. 

Mrs.  L.  Watjen 39  West  73rd  Street. 


VISITING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  BOROUGHS  OF 

BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 


OKKICEJRS. 

Mrs.  Tunis  G.  Bergen,  Chairman 101  Willow  Street. 

Honorary  Vice-Chairman,  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Ferry 30  First  Place. 

Vioe-Chairnian,  Miss  Sara  P.  Ck>LTON 136  Montague  Street. 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  Jesse  T.  Duryea 282  Park  Place. 

Secretary,  Mr.  Courtenay  Dinwiddie .105  East  22d  Street,  N.  Y. 

SXANDINO  OONINIIXXKE^S. 


KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Cranford,  Ch4Urnum 479  Clinton  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Omar  Poweix,  Secretary 67  St.  James  Place. 

Miss  Sara  P.  Colton 136  Montague  Street. 

Miss  Alice  C.  Moffat 71  Willow  Street. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Fisher 34  South  Portland  Ave. 


Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Tbuesdale 22  Remsen  Street. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Leslie  Van  Sinderen 133  Henry  Street. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Ghandleb  Smith 136  Argyle  Road. 

Mrs.  John  Shepard  Stanton 54  South  Portland  Ave. 

Miss  HiLDEGABDE  TuBLE 34  Monroe  Place. 

Miss  Frances  E.  White 2  Pierrepont  Place. 

CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

Mrs.  Henry  R.  Pierson,  Chairman 147  Pierrepont  Street. 

Mrs.  Forest  W.  Gaixison 34  Buckinghaip  Road. 

TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES,  KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  Jesse  T.  Duryea,  Chairman 282  Park  Place. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Cranford 479  Clinton  Avenue. 

CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  Walter  Shaw  Brewster,  Chairman 139  Joralemon  Street. 

Mrs.  Otto  Goetze 142  Amity  Street. 

Mrs.  Omri  Ford  Hibbard 20  Monroe  Place. 

Mrs.  James  W.  MgBbide 49  Remsen  Street. 

BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs,  Wm.  L,  Moffat,  Chairman 69  Willow  Street. 

CONEY  ISLAND  RECEPTION  HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Chandler  Smith,  Chairman 136  Argyle  Road. 

aIEAiBERS. 

Miss  Charlotte  L.  Bradford 175  Columbia  Heights. 

Mrs.  John  H.  Burtis 1340  Pacific  Street. 

Mrs.  Wendell  T.  Bush 167  Joralemon  Street. 

Mr.  John  H.  Chase 245  Concord  Street. 

Mrs.  John  R.  Couch Standish  Arms. 

Mr.  George  H.  Coutts 144  Joralemon  Street. 

Mrs.  Camden  C.  Dike 194  Columbia  Heights. 

Col.  Norman  S.  Dike 194  Columbia  Heights. 

Mrs.  Frances  D.  Dodge 291  Henry  Street. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Bowne  Duryea 46  Remsen  Street. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Dutcher 39  Pierpont  Street. 

Mr.  John  Mason  Knox 102  Willow  Street. 

Mrs.  Martin  W.  Littleton 276  Henry  Street. 

Mrs.  Katherine  Perry 142  Joralemon  Street. 

Mrs.  George  D.  Pratt 245  Clinton  Avenue. 

Mrs.  P.  W.  Shadbolt 550  Putnam  Avenue. 

Mrs.  S.  Perry  Stuboes 305  Washington  Avenue. 

Rev.  Livingston  L.  Taylor 660  Lafayette  Avenue. 

Rev.  Alexander  Vance 219  High  Street. 

Mrs.  John  Van  Nostrand 192  Columbia  Heights. 

Mrs.  Leland  Waterbury Hotel  Margaret. 

Mr.  Henbt  M.  Yoitge 97  Columbia  Heights. 


Mrs.  Franklin  Allen, 
Miss  Maby  M.  Obb, 
Mrs.  Matthew  Wilson, 
Mrs.  Edwin  Beebs, 
Mr.  F.  P.  Bellamy, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Cboxson, 
Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Gray, 
Mrs.  John  Gibb, 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Hull, 
Mrs.  John  C.  Kebb, 
Miss  M.  McLean, 

Mr.  Tunis  G.  Beboen, 
Dr.  Geoboe  W.  Bbush, 
Mr.  Isaac  H.  Gaby, 
Dr.  F.  H.  CoLTON, 
Mr.  Gabll  H.  De  Silver, 
Dr.  Jesse  T.  Dubyea, 


contbibutobs. 

Mrs.  John  W.  Lewis, 

Mrs.  JAICES  L.  MOBOAN, 

Miss  Sophie  L.  Mesebole, 
Miss  Packeb, 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Pitkin, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Putnam, 
Mrs.  Henby  K.  Sheldon, 
Mrs*  A.  H.  Topping, 
Miss  Mabgabet  J.  Thayeb, 
Mrs.  Alfbed  T.  White. 

ADYISOBY   MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Dabwin  R.  James, 
Mr.  William  G.  Low, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Pebby, 
Mr.  Alfbed  T.  White, 
Gen.  STGWABtr  L.  Woodford. 


VISITING   COMMITTEE   FOR   THE    BOROUGH    OF 

RICHMOND. 

Mr.  HowABD  R.  Bayne,  Ohairman 67  Wall  Street,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  CouBTENAY  DiNwiDDiB,  Secretary 105    East   22nd   Street, 

New  York. 
Mrs.   RiCHABD   AOAB Tompkins   Avenue,   New 

Brighton. 
Mrs.  Jacob  Cbam Bay    View    Ave.,    Hose- 
bank. 
Mrs.  Daniel  Delbhanty Sailor's     Snug    Harbor, 

New   Brighton. 

Mrs.  Abthub  E.  Dowleb New  Brighton. 

Mrs.  Habby  M.  Dunn Dongan  Hills. 

Mrs.  Henby  Bx)bebts  Hillabo Grymes  Hill. 

Miss  Bebtha  Ibving Henderson  Avenue,  New 

Brighton. 

Miss  Maby  T.  Mabsh Rose   Bank,   S.   I. 

Mrs.   Peteb  McQuade Tompkins   Avenue,   New 

Brighton. 

Mrs.  Edwabd  R.   Stettinius , Dongan  Hills,  S.  I. 

Mrs.  NoBMAN  S.  Walkeb,  Jb , Castleton  Corners. 

Miss  Edith  S.  Walkeb Dongan  Hills,  S.  I. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  West Hamilton      Park,      New 

Brighton. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


New  York  City  Visiting  Committee 

FOBMEBLY  THE 

New  York,  Kings  and  Richmond  G)unty  Visiting  Committees 

TO  THE 

Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association. 


New  York  City,  October  1,  1906. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  ChoHties  Aid  Assodation: 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Committee 
submits  respectfully  its  Third  Annual  Report.  The  work  of  the  New 
York  City  Visiting  Committee  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1906,  is  briefly  summarized,  and  the  report  includes  also  a  review 
of  the  improvements  and  administration  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hos- 
pitals, and  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  during  that  period, 
and  of  their  condition  at  the  date  of  this  report. 

A  YEAR  OB^  REMARKABLE  ENCOURAGEMENT. 

Interesting  events  crowd  closely  the  following  chronicle  of  improve- 
ments by  the  city  in  the  care  of  its  sick  and  poor,  and  the  accompany- 
ing account  of  the  Visiting  Committee's  growth  in  efficiency.  The  ex- 
penditure of  several  million  dollars  from  the  public  treasury  has  been 
authorized  for  new  buildings;  an  expert  has  been  secured  to  plan 
and  execute  broadly  conceived  policies  for  the  Department  of  Public 
Charities,  and  many  structural  and  administrative  improvements  have 
been  accomplished  in  both  of  the  Departments  visited  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  opinions  of  the  Visiting  Committee  have  not  only  been  received 
with  courtesy,  but  at  times  have  been  sought  with  evident  apprecia- 
tion of  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  tendered. 
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A  frank  attitude  on  the  part  of  many  ofiScials  has 
p  lie  characterized  the  year's  advance,  and  has  enabled  the 

Committee,  in  making  timely  suggestions,  to  base  them 
upon  a  closer  insight  into  the  current  needs  and  real  difficulties  of 
administration,  than  can  be  gained  without  such  aid.  These  difficulties 
must  be  considered  in  presenting  a  practical  and  thorough  remedy  for 
any  condition  requiring  change,  or  to  meet  any  newly  arising  problem. 
Perhaps  no  better  examples  of  this  "  open  door  "  policy  can  be  cited 
than  the  fact  that  copies  of  preliminary  sketches  of  plans  for  new 
buildings  in  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  are  provided  for 
the  Committee's  consideration  soon  after  their  draft  by  the  archi- 
tects, and  that  copies  of  all  general  and  special  orders  are  now  sent 
to  the  Visiting  Committee  soon  after  their  promulgation  by  the 
Commissioner. 

An  early  view  of  proposed  plans,  before  they  become  fixed,  permits 
the  embodiment  of  suggestions  presented  by  those  members  of  the 
Committee  who  are  familiar  with  the  conditions  at  any  given  insti- 
tution, if  those  suggestions,  when  taken  under  advice,  prove  worthy 
of  acceptance.  Prompt  knowledge  of  the  orders  issued  enables  the 
Committee  to  avoid  waste  of  time  and  effort  upon  matters  which  have 
already  been  acted  upon  by  the  Commissioner. 

The  Visiting  Committee  also  has  pursued  an  "  open 
Other  Sources  ^^^^„  policy,  by  welcoming  the  co-operation  of  per- 
01  intormation.  .      !.   ..  T      i..  i  it      m- 

sons,  not  of  its  own  membership,  who  are  familiar 

with  conditions  at  the  various  hospitals  and  other  institutions.  In 
this  way  the  Visiting  Committee  has  been  able  to  exchange  informa- 
tion and  advice  with  members  of  the  "  Comfort  Club,"  the  "  Sunshine 
Society,"  and  other  visitors  to  Bellevue  and  the  Island  institutions, 
which  have  proved  mutually  valuable  in  the  efforts  of  all  concerned 
to  better  the  conditions  of  patients  and  inmates. 

The  Committee  takes  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  publicly  the 
very  valuable  information  vouchsafed  by  a  former  resident  at  one  of 
the  institutions,  through  whose  desire  to  better  the  welfare  of  former 
fellow  residents,  knowledge  was  gained  which  has  already  been  made 
the  basis  of  numerous  improvements  at  that  institution. 

The  suggestions  and  assistance  by  the  Committee  in 
Effective        various  forms,  have  contributed  in  no  small  measure 

to  secure  many  of  the  improvements  set  forth  in  the 
following  pages,  but  the  Committee  makes  no  claim  to  be  the  prime 
mover  in  the  present  energetic  and  effective  administration  in  the 
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Department  of  Public  Charities  and  in  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals, 
where  the  interests  of  patients,  inmates  and  employees  seem  more  and 
more  to  be  regarded  as  of  paramount  importance. 

We  think,  however,  that  we  may  justly  feel  that  our  accounts,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Charities  during  the  preceding  two  years,  were  not  without  their 
due  weight  in  the  result  that  once  more  an  expert  was  placed  in 
charge. 

The  Committee  rejoices  that  an  administration  of  this  character  has 
been  secured,  and  that  the  Committee  can  now  work  as  a  cordial  and 
vigorous  supporter  of  executive  activity  along  right  lines,  and  an 
effective,  because  thoroughly  informed  and  disinterested  advocate  of 
adequate  financial  support  for  municipal  charities. 

Unusual  success  has  rewarded  the  persistent  efforts  of 

Co-operation     ^^  Committee,  in  co-operation  with  Commissioners  for 

in     ecunng     j^^j^j  years,  to  persuade  municipal  authorities  charged 

with  the  apportionment  of  public  funds  that  true 
economy  is  served  by  systematic  appropriation  of  sufficient  money 
for  additional  buildings  when  the  need  has  been  proven;  for  repairs 
before  they  became  urgent;  for  the  requisite  medical  and  food  sup- 
plies to  hasten  the  cure  of  hospital  patients  and  maintain  inmates 
in  good  health;  and  for  the  payment  to  the  lower  grades  of  hospital 
helpers  of  fair  wages,  to  enable  the  employment  of  competent  persons 
in  place  of  many  dissipated  rounders  who  alternately  neglect  and 
abuse  patients,  waste  good  materials,  spoil  good  food,  and  nevertheless 
eat  as  much  food  and  occupy  as  much  dormitory  space  as  efficient 
employees. 

This  year,  by  printed  statement  and  urgent  oral 
Mmi^  argument,  the  Committee  has  aided  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Charities  to  secure  nearly  a  million  dollars 
to  provide  for  new  buildings  and  permanent  improvements  in  the 
Department.  The  Commissioner  had  asked,  on  March  2,  1906,  for 
112,157,000  in  response  to  an  inquiry  from  the  Mayor  as  to  how 
much  would  be  needed  in  a  period  of  three  years  to  equip  the  Depart- 
ment properly.  Then,  on  June  29,  1906,  the  Commissioner  made  an 
urgent  appeal  for  {1,593,000  to  cover  immediate  and  pressing  needs. 
These  requests,  which  were  conceived  along  broad  lines,  the  Committee 
supported  by  a  printed  statement  submitted  under  date  of  June  14, 
1906,  to  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  whose  engineer 
reported  favorably  upon  the  real  need  for  the  entire  |1,593,000,  but 
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only  recommended  immediate  allowance  of  {968,000,  which  sum  ac- 
cordingly was  voted  promptly  by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment on  Jnly  6,  1906. 

In  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  however,  after  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  early  action  upon  the  resolution  seemed  unlikely, 
but  at  the  request  of  a  representative  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  a 
hearing  was  granted  and  was  held  on  July  30,  1906,  telling  argu- 
ments were  presented  by  Commissioner  Hebberd,  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner from  Brooklyn,  and  others,  and  strong  support  was  given 
by  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  who  told  of  the  flre-traps  in 
which  they  had  seen  inmates  and  employees  crowded,  and  of  the 
hospital  floors  covered  with  mattresses  to  receive  patients  for  whom 
there  were  no  beds.  The  Committee  on  Finance  went  into  executive 
session  at  once  after  this  hearing,  and  the  full  amount  of  |968,000 
was  voted  the  next  day  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  upon  presentation 
of  a  favorable  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  gave  public 
expression  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  dele- 
gations, as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  preamble  of  their  report, 
aa  printed  in  the  "City  Becord"  of  August  2,  1906  (page  7460) : 

"At  a  well  attended  hearing  on  this  matter,  the  Commissioner  of 
Charities ;  Mr.  Alexander  C.  Proudflt,  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Asso- 
ciation; Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Draper,  Chairman  Metropolitan  Hospital  Com- 
mittee; Miss  Gertrude  Beeks,  of  the  National  Civic  Federation;  and 
others,  urged  upon  your  Committee  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
proposed  improvements.  Your  Committee  is  in  full  accord  with  the 
plans  of  the  Commissioner  of  Charities  for  the  betterment  of  con- 
ditions in  his  Department.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  adopted." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously,  and  on  August  10,  1906, 
the  approval  of  Acting  Mayor  McGowan  upon  the  resolution  enabled 
the  Commissioner  to  order  at  once  the  preparation  of  plans  for  many 
buildings  and  permanent  improvements,  the  contracts  for  which  will 
soon  be  advertised,  and  the  a^r^ate  cost  of  which  will  be  greater 
than  that  of  any  group  heretofore  provided  for  in  a  single  issue  of 
corporate  stock  for  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 

The  steadily  increasing  good-will  of  several  years 

Encouragement  ^^^^rd  municipal  charities,  and  toward  those  inter- 
for  Volunteers.       ^  ^    .      ^,    .  ^  ^  .   ,  -ui     is 

ested  m  their  support,  was  certainly  responsible  for 

much  of  the  success  of  this  effort;  confidence  in  the  ability  and  good 

intentions  of  the  Commissioner  was  undoubtedly  the  most  powerful 

factor ;  but  for  the  encouragement  of  future  efforts  by  volunteer  asso- 
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by  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  who  told  of  the  flre-traps  in 
which  they  had  seen  inmates  and  employees  crowded,  and  of  the 
hospital  floors  covered  with  mattresses  to  receive  patients  for  whom 
there  were  no  beds.  The  Committee  on  Finance  went  into  executive 
session  at  once  after  this  hearing,  and  the  full  amount  of  |968,000 
was  voted  the  next  day  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  upon  presentation 
of  a  favorable  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  gave  public 
expression  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  dele- 
gations, as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  preamble  of  their  report, 
as  printed  in  the  "City  Becord"  of  August  2,  1906  (page  7460) : 

"At  a  well  attended  hearing  on  this  matter,  the  Commissioner  of 
Charities ;  Mr.  Alexander  C.  Proudfit,  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Asso- 
ciation; Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Draper,  Chairman  Metropolitan  Hospital  Com- 
mittee; Miss  Gertrude  Beeks,  of  the  National  Civic  Federation;  and 
others,  urged  upon  your  Committee  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
proposed  improvements.  Your  Committee  is  in  full  accord  with  the 
plans  of  the  Commissioner  of  Charities  for  the  betterment  of  con- 
ditions in  his  Department  They  therefore  recommend  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  adopted." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously,  and  on  August  10,  1906, 
the  approval  of  Acting  Mayor  McQowan  upon  the  resolution  enabled 
the  Commissioner  to  order  at  once  the  preparation  of  plans  for  many 
buildings  and  permanent  improvements,  the  contracts  for  which  will 
soon  be  advertised,  and  the  aggregate  cost  of  which  will  be  greater 
than  that  of  any  group  heretofore  provided  for  in  a  single  issue  of 
corporate  stock  for  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 

The  steadily  increasing  good-will  of  several  years 

Encouragement  ^^^^rd  municipal  charities,  and  toward  those  inter- 
for  Volunteers.       ^   ,    .      ^,    .  ^  ^  .   ,  -ui     * 

ested  m  their  support,  was  certainly  responsible  for 

much  of  the  success  of  this  effort;  confidence  in  the  ability  and  good 

intentions  of  the  Commissioner  was  undoubtedly  the  most  powerful 

factor ;  but  for  the  encouragement  of  future  efforts  by  volunteer  asso- 
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ciations  of  citizens  in  New  York  City  and  elsewhere,  it  is  to  be 
emphasized  that  when  interest  in  the  matter  lagged,  and  a  delay  of 
months  in  the  relief  of  patients  was  at  stake,  the  responsible  authori- 
ties were  ready  to  come  together  on  the  request  of  a  volunteer  com- 
mittee, for  a  special  hearing  in  midsummer,  listened  with  genuine 
interest  to  the  pleas  presented,  satisfied  themselves  by  careful  ques- 
tioning on  doubtful  points,  and  then  yielded  prompt  and  full  action 
in  response  to  the  appeal,  with  generous  acknowledgement  of  the  con- 
vincing arguments  and  their  sources. 

SUMMARY    OF   WOEK    OF    PAST   YBAB. 

V  'tati  ^^^  Visiting  Committee  continues  to  be  a  potent 

factor  in  the  charitable  world  chiefly  because  of  the 
knowledge  of  actual  conditions  gained  by  its  visitors  during  their 
frequent  visitation  of  the  hospital  wards,  and  the  various  institutions 
and  bureaus  in  the  departments,  often  with  special  reference  to  the 
comfort  and  needs  of  individual  patients,  inmates  or  employees. 

In  1872  our  friendly  visitors  to  patients  in  Bellevue  Hospital  found 
that  they  must  establish  a  Bellevue  Training  School  for  nurses  if  they 
would  displace  the  workhouse  prisoners  who  were  detailed'  to  attend 
the  patients,  but  who  abused  and  neglected  them. 

Just  so,  at  the  present  time,  it  is  the  frequent  experience  of  our 
visitors  that  a  keen  interest  in  the  broader  administrative  problems 
follows  inevitably  and  closely  upon  sympathetic  visitation  of  indi- 
viduals under  the  city's  care,  for  when  a  sympathetic  visitor  looks 
about  and  sees  poor  food,  soiled  linen,  insufficient  clothing,  abusive 
or  negligent  attendants  and  lack  of  proper  medical  care,  or  crowded 
wards  and  undesirable  mingling  of  patients,  the  determination  to  find 
a  remedy  soon  requires  a  closer  acquaintance  with  the  sources  of 
supply  and  authority.  And  now,  as  then,  while  the  friendly  criticism 
of  visitors  is  rarely  resented,  the  atmosphere  is  often  clearer  for  an 
exchange  of  views  after  the  visitor  has  given  some  live  token  of 
sympathy,  whether  it  be  an  Easter  lily  sent  to  a  ward  or  a  word 
spoken  in  season  at  the  City  Hall. 

Below  is  given  a  list  of  the  principal  reports,  based  upon  the 
observations  made  during  the  visits  of  officers  and  members  of  the 
Visiting  Committee,  and  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Belle- 
vue and  Allied  Hospitals,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities,  and 
the  authorities  responsible  for  the  apportionment  of  municipal  funds : 
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October  2,  1905,  a  printed  statement  to  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Apportionment  with  respect  to  the  estimates  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied 
Hospitals,  for  appropriations  to  maintain  their  Departments  during 
the  year  1906.  (For  an  important  similar  publication,  prepared  prior 
to  the  date  of  this  report,  but  printed  under  date  of  October  11,  1906, 
see  Appendix  A,  at  the  end  of  this  report.) 

October  4, 1905,  a  special  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue 
and  Allied  Hospitals  by  Hugh  Bonner,  Esq.,  on  fire  protection  in  the 
dormitory  for  women  employees  of  Harlem  Hospital  (No.  518  East 
120th  street,  Manhattan). 

November  28, 1905,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department.  ' 

February  9,  1906,  a  special  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  on  the  numerous  insane  inmates  in  the  City  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm,  Manhattan  Division. 

February  14,  1906,  a  special  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities,  as  to  the  needs,  in  the  respective  institutions  of  the 
Department,  for  new  buildings  and  permanent  improvements  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  issue  of  corporate  stock. 

April  19,  1906,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  on  the  general  condition  of  institutions  in  the  Department, 
with  detailed  reference  to  the  City  Hospital,  Metropolitan  Hospital, 
and  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  all  on  BlackwelPs  Island. 

June  14,  1906,  a  printed  statement  to  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Apportionment  with  respect  to  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities  for  an  issue  of  coi*porate  stock  to  the  amount  of 
112,157,000,  to  provide  for  new  buildings  and  permanent  improvements 
in  the  Department. 

June  26,  1906,  draft  of  a  detailed  set  of  rules  suggested  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Charities  for  promulgation  at  the  New  York 
City  Home  Cottages  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Castleton  Corners, 
Staten  Island.  (Adopted,  with  but  slight  alterations,  by  the  Com- 
missioner on  July  16,  1906.) 

July  31,  1906,  special  communication  to  the  Mayor's  Committee  on 
Reclassification  of  Salaries,  urging  favorable  consideration  of  the 
amended  schedule  submitted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities 
to  provide  a  fair  rate  of  wages  for  the  lower  grades  of  hospital 
helpers  in  the  Department.  (For  a  detailed  brief  upon  the  abuses 
arising  from  the  neglect  of  this  subject,  see  Appendix  A,  at  end  of 
this  report.) 

August  18,  1906,  A  special  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  upon  the  condition  of  the  New  York  City  Farm  Colony, 
comprising  also  a  suggested  set  of  forms  to  be  filled  out  by  appli- 
cants for  admission  to  the  Home  Cottages. 

August  25,  1906,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
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Charities  on  the  condition  of  institutions  of  the  Department  in  the 
Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens,  with  detailed  reference  to  the  Kings 
County,  Cumberland  Street,  Bradford  Street,  and  Coney  Island  Hos- 
pitals, and  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division. 

•September  29, 1906,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  upon  the  condition  of  the  New  York  City  Children's  Hos- 
pitals and  Schools. 

•September  29, 1906,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  upon  the  condition  of  the  Municipal  Lodging  House. 

•September  29, 1906,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  upon  the  condition  of  the  Departmental  Steamboats  and 
Docks. 

•September  29, 1906,  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Charities  with  reference  to  the  provision  of  elevators  upon  the  Black- 
well's  Island  Bridge. 

fSeptember  29,  1906,  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue 
and  Allied  Hospitals  upon  the  condition  of  institutions  in  the  De- 
partment, and  their  administration  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1906,  with  detailed  reference  to  Bellevue,  Gouvemeur,  Harlem, 
Fordham  and  Emergency  Hospitals. 

The  investigations  preliminary  to  publication  of  the 
^  Sktaest"^     printed  statement  of  June  14,  1906,  mentioned  in  the 

above  list  of  reports,  developed  very  significant  and 
important  facts  as  to  the  growth  of  hospital  and  almshouse  popula- 
tion, as  compared  with  the  general  population,  for  the  past  15  years, 
which  may  be  summarized  best  in  the  quotations  given  below  from 
that  report.  Of  Commissioner  Hebberd's  request  for  |12,157,000,  to 
be  expended  within  three  years  for  new  buildings,  additions,  altera- 
tions and  repairs,  |10,020,000  (82.4%)  was  for  hospitals,  and  |940,000 
(7.7%)  was  for  additions  and  improvements  to  existing  almshouses. 
Concerning  this,  it  was  said  by  the  Committee,  in  its  statement  to 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment : 

''The  question  might  arise,  since  the  daily  average  census  of  the 
almshouse  during  1905  was  4,113  and  the  daily  average  census  of  the 
hospitals  in  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  was  3,722,  whether 
inadequate  provision  was  not  contemplated  for  almshouse  needs  dur- 
ing the  next  three  years.  Such,  however,  in  our  opinion,  is  not  the 
case. 

"During  the  past  fifteen  years  (1890  to  1905)  the  population  of 
the  territory  comprising  Greater  New  York  increased  60.1%;  during 

*Letter  of  transmittal  dated  October  12,  1006. 
fLetter  of  transmittal  dated  October  31,  1006. 
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the  same  period  of  time  the  number  of  almshouse  imnates  increased 
but  37.5%.  In  other  words,  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  number  of 
permanent  dependents  of  the  city  during  the  past  fifteen  years  has 
been  less  than  two-thirds  as  great  as  the  rate  of  increase  of  the 
population  as  a  whole. 

**  During  the  past  five  years  the  total  population  of  Greater  New 
York  has  increased  16.8%;  during  the  same  period  the  number  of 
patients  in  public  hospitals  has  increased  24.8%.  During  the  same 
period  of  time  the  death  rate  in  the  city,  as  a  whole,  has  decreased 
from  20.57  ^o  18.31. 

**  Many  factors  have  doubtless  contributed  to  the  decrease  in  the 
death-rate,  but  it  is  significant  that  increased  hospital  facilities,  and 
increased  use  of  hospitals,  have  been  coincident  with  a  reduction  of 
mortality  and  of  pauperism. 

**  In  considering  this  estimate  favorably,  therefore,  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  may  be  assured  that  they 
are  not  providing  for  an  increasing  class  of  permanent  public  depend- 
ents, thus  fastening  an  ever-increasing  burden  upon  the  future  for 
their  maintenance;  but  that  they  are  increasing  the  facilities  for  the 
treatment  and  cure  of  disease,  thereby  increasing  the  economic  effi- 
ciency of  the  people  of  the  city.  The  proposed  expenditure  repre- 
sents, not  an  effort  to  deal  with  an  unmanageable  and  increasing 
pauper  class,  but  a  conservative  investment  in  public  health.*' 

Preparation  Another  illustration  of  the  methods  pursued  by  the 
of  Rules        Committee  in   a  typical  investigation,  will  indicate 

for  Cottages,  q^j.  determination  to  render  assistance  in  a  manner 
which  will  be  productive  of  permanently  beneficial  results. 

The  Committee  drafted  the  rules  for  the  New  York  City  Home 
Cottages  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  near  Castleton  Comers  on  Staten 
Island,  mentioned  in  the  above  list  of  reports,  under  date  of  June  26, 
1906,  at  the  request  of  Commissioner  Hebberd,  made  in  view  of  the 
familiarity  of  the  Committee  with  the  original  purpose  for  which  the 
Home  Cottages  were  founded,  and  in  view  of  the  close  touch  in  whjch 
the  Committee  had  kept  with  current  conditions  at  the  Cottages. 

Prior  to  drafting  these  rules,  a  member  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
secured  copies  of  the  rules  in  force  at  several  private  Homes  for 
the  Aged,  of  good  standing;  codified  the  rules  by  subjects,  and  pre- 
pared carefully  a  series  of  inquiries  as  to  the  enforcement  and  effective- 
ness of  various  rules,  the  duties  required  of  residents,  and  the  privi- 
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leges  enjoyed  by  them.  Several  of  the  institutions  were  then  visited 
for  the  purpose  of  practical  observation,  and  the  results  of  the  in- 
vestigation were  discussed  by  a  group  of  persons  comprising  ofBcial 
and  friendly  visitors,  and  an  elderly  resident  of  the  Home  Oottages, 
who  had  found  herself  obliged  to  leave  them  temporarily,  1^  reason 
of  conditions  which  she  felt  to  be  unduly  strenuous,  but  concerning 
which  she  made  no  formal  complaint 

The  report  of  this  conference  was  communicated  to  the  President  of 
the  Visiting  Committee  and  he  was  enabled,  by  reason  of  the  details 
submitted,  and  his  familiarity  with  Department  affairs,  to  frame  rules 
which  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  conservative  alike  of  public  economy 
and  the  interests  of  the  residents,  considering  the  latter  to  comprise 
persons  having  antecedents  of  some  refinement,  but  who  are  diestitute, 
audi  to  whom  the  daily  contact  with  inmates  who  have  a  penal  record, 
in  the  ordinary  almshouse  ward,  often  works  undue  hardship. 

After  careful  consideration,  the  rules  were  adopted  by  Commissioner 
Hebberd  on  July  16,  1906,  with  but  slight  alterations. 

Soon  after  the  appointment,  on  January  1,  1906, 

A  Reception     ^f  ylqu.  Robert  W.  Hebberd  as  Commissioner  of  Public 

o    f  ^^^      Charities,  the  Visiting  Committee,  in  recognition  of 

the  desire  expressed  by  many  persons  to  meet  at  an 
early  day  one  so  well  known  in  the  field  of  charities,  and  in  order  to 
signalize  the  appointment  of  an  expert  as  the  executive  head  of  this 
Department,  tendered  to  the  Commissioner  a  reception  which,  by  the 
kindness  of  the  Misses  Brice,  was  held  at  their  house.  No.  693  Fifth 
avenue,  on  February  2,  1906. 

This  reception  was  attended  by  some  two  hundred  persons,  com- 
prising former  commissioners,  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties, of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  the  Visiting  Committee, 
officials  in  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  and  other  city  depart- 
ments, and  many  individuals  engaged  in  various  enterprises  of  social 
significance. 

The  President  of  the  Visiting  Committee  introduced  Prof.  George 
F.  Canfleld,  who  expressed  the  pleasure  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
and  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  in  welcoming  to  the  office 
of  Commissioner  one  so  well  qualified  by  experience  and  so  favorably 
known  for  efficient  administration,  and  Prof.  Canfield  promised  con- 
tinued and  cordial  co-operation  by  the  Committee  and  Association  with 
the  Commissioner  in  his  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  sick 
and  poor  in  his  Department. 
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Commissioner  Hebberd,  in  response,  expressed  his  appreciation  of 
the  efficient  work  performed  by  the  Visiting  Committee  in  its  past 
visitation  of  institutions  and  welcomed  its  proffered  aid.  He  said 
that  the  Commissionership  had  been  tendered  to  him  without  his 
&oIicitationy  that  he  had  taken  office  without  pledges  of  any  sort,  and 
that  he  would  allow  no  abuse  to  remain  unremedied* 

Our  sub-committee  on  employment  for  the  infirm 

for°Sc*^^rm.  ^P^^^  "  ^^^  ^^^  asking  for  work,  and  old  workers 

willing  to  try  their  hand  at  new  work."  During  the 
year,  several  of  the  workers  in  Ward  L  of  the  Home  on  Blackwell's 
Island,  have  secured  independent  positions  for  themselves  as  a  result 
of  the  encouragement  and  impetus  received  through  our  visits,  but 
without  special  efforts  on  our  part  to  cause  their  employment.  Three 
have  been  placed  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  City  Home,  one  working  in  the 
machine  shop  for  the  salary  of  |20  a  month  and  maintenance,  while 
two  others  are  salaried  orderlies. 

The  men  of  Ward  L  have  been  moved  to  a  more  commodious  ward, 
with  increased  light  and  air.  The  kindly  spirit  and  homelike  feeling 
have  grown  steadily.  Last  Easter  Sunday  the  ward  had  a  treat  of 
four  boiled  eggs  for  each  man,  the  gift  of  one  of  the  crippled  inmates, 
who  paid  for  this  from'  the  proceeds  of  his  beadwork,  work  of  such 
fine  quality  that  the  demand  for  it  has  survived  the  departure  of  the 
beadwork  fad. 

The  work  of  employment  has  been  extended  to  Staten  Island,  where 
some  residents  in  the  Home  Cottages  have  been  taught  to  weave,  and 
others  encouraged  to  plant  flower  gardens,  with  great  improvement  in 
their  health  and  spirits.  A  beginning  has  been  made  with  the  blind 
men  on  Blackwell's  Island,  who  are  learning  to  knit  on  pegged  frames. 

All  told,  about  fifty  men  and  women,  crippled,  blind,  or  infirm,  are 
working  with  the  encouragement  of  this  sub-committee,  whose  progress, 
described  in  greater  detail,  forms  the  subject  of  an  illustrated  pam- 
phlet which  may  be  obtained  upon  application  at  the  office  of  the  City 
Visiting  Committee,  105  East  22nd  street. 


wo  OF  THE  WARD  L  GRADUATES  A 
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PART  I.— BELLEVUE  AND  ALLIED  HOSPITALS.* 

Bellevue  Hospital,  Gouverneur  Hospital, 

Emergency  Hospital.  Harlem  Hospital, 

Fordham  Hospital. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

New  Buildinss       While  the  Committee  regrets  that  it  cannot,  at  the 

end  of  its  fiscal  year,  chronicle  the  occupation  of  either 
the  new  Harlem  Hospital  or  the  new  Fordham  Hospital,  we  feel 
greatly  encouraged  to  note  that  the  probability  is  excellent,  accord- 
ing to  the  details  of  progress  recited  elsewhere  in  this  report,  that 
both  of  these  splendid  new  hospitals  of  modern  construction  will  be 
substantially  ready  for  occupancy  before  the  end  of  the  calendar 

year.f 

The  progress  made  upon  pavilions  A  and  B  of  the  new  Bellevue 

Hospital,  since  the  award  of  the  contract  on  December  27,  1905,  and 

since  the  commencement  of  construction  in  February,  1906,  has  been 

slow  at   times,   but  within   the   last   few  months  speed  has  been 

observed  in  the  erection  of  the  iron  frame  for  the  superstructure  of 

the  pavilions,  and  their  walls.    It  is  a  source  of  decided  gratification 

to  see  the  new  Bellevue  surmounting  the  various  obstacles  which 

have  been  interposed  since  the  time  of  its  inception. 

The  occupation  of  the  new  wing  of  Gouverneur  Hospital  is  noted 
with  interest,  and  is  described  in  detail  in  the  part  of  this  report 
relating  more  specifically  to  that  institution. 

It  should  be  possible  to  occupy  the  entire  hospital  by  January  1, 
1907,  although  such  occupation  does  not  seem  probable  unless  some 
effectual  means  shall  be  devised  to  overcome  the  dilatory  tactics  which 
have  so  discredited  the  contractor  of  this  building,  and  the  ability  of 
the  city  to  enforce  contract  obligations.  The  completion  of  this  con- 
tract is  already  over  one  year  in  arrears. 

To  defray  the  cost  of  equipment  for  the  new  Ford- 

^,000  for      jj^jjj  ^^^  Harlem  Hospitals  and  for  the  new  wing  at 
iLQUipiiicnta 

Gouverneur  Hospital,  the  Board  of  Trustees  requested 

in  June,  1906,  the  issue  of  special  revenue  bonds  to  the  amount 

of  140,000  for  Fordham  Hospital,  f30,000  for  Harlem,  and  |20,000  for 

Gouverneur,  aggregating  |90,000  to  equip  the  additional  capacity  of 

the  Allied  Hospitals.    At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 

of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  a  request  for  corporate  stock  was  substi- 

*For  statistics,  see  pages  131  to  135. 

fBoth  new  hospitals  occupied  April  30, 1907. 
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tuted  on  September  17,  1906,  and  a  resolution  for  this  issue  awaits 
approval.* 

The  Committee  hopes  for  early  and  favorable  action 
g  •  ^^  .        upon  this  request,  and  that  every  effort  will  be  made 

by  the  Trustees  to  secure  the  occupation  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  of  the  260  new  beds  which  may  be  regarded  as  the 
minimum  net  additional  capacity  tp  be  afforded  soon  by  the  Allied 
Hospitals. 

Temporary  Early  occupation  of  these  new  beds  is  especially 

Decrease  in  important  for  the  reason  that  the  capacity  of  Gouver- 
Capacity.  u^^p  Hospital  has  been  temporarily  reduced  during 
reconstruction  of  the  old  wing,  and  the  number  of  beds  in  permanent 
structures  at  Bellevue  Hospital  also  has  been  reduced,  owing  to  the 
destruction  of  the  buildings  containing  wards  for  erysipelas,  alcoholic 
and  tuberculous  patients,  to  make  room,  for  Pavilions  A  and  B  of  the 
new  Bellevue  Hospital. 

The  coming  winter  promises  to  be  severe,  and  the  census  in  Jan- 
uary, 1907  may  be  expected  to  show  a  large  increase  over  that  of 
January,  1906. 

The  following  table  shows  the  changes  in  the  bed 

Table  of        capacity  of  this  Department  from  October  1,  1904, 

Bcd*Ca*a<^    to  January  1,  1908,  provided  that  all  the  new  beds 

in  Pavilions  A  and  B  of  the  new  Bellevue  Hospital 
shall  be  available  on  the  latter  date: 

Belleyue:       Gourerneur:     Harlem:  Fordham:  Total. 

October  1,  1905 l,072t 

October  1,  1906 l,013t 


Decrease 59 


January  1,  1908. . .      1,300 
October  1,  1904 960 


Net  increase. . .        340 


102 
74 

53 
47 

50 

56$ 

6  Inc. 

1,277 
1,190 

28 

6 

87  Dec. 

175 
102 

140 
53 

150 
50 

1,765 
1,165 

73 

87 

100 

600 

In  brief  summary,  it  is  estimated  that  the  buildings  now  under 


*Ap^ro-ved  by  the  Majror  October  19,  1906.  The  ooncurrent  approval  within  a  month  by  all  the 
authontiee  charged  with  the  apportionment  of  public  funds,  must  be  deemed  most  encouraging,  and 
rignificant  of  the  favorable  attitude  of  the  present  administration  toward  adequate  hospital  facilities. 

tll2  of  these  beds  are  in  temporary  structures. 

tl2  of  these  beds  are  in  a  temporary  structure. 


THE  NEW  HAUl.EM  HOSPITAL,  WHICH  WILL  ACCOMMODATE  ABOUT 
140  PATIENTS. 
(See  Page  <j.) 


hi;  UELLEVIE  IIOHPITAI.  GROUNDS.  SHOWINtl  TEMPORARY 

STKl-CTCKMS  AND  TMK  SITE  OF  THE  NEW  HOSPITAL. 

(See  page  «,) 
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construction  will  add  fifty  per  cent  to  the  bed  capacity  of  Bellevue 
and  Allied  Hospitals,  excluding  from  the  item  of  additional  beds  the 
Ducker  Cottages  on  the  grounds  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  all  oUier 
temporary  structures. 

New  Features  ^^®  Committee  has  observed  with  interest  the  de- 
cision of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  install  vacuum  sweep- 
ing systems  in  the  several  hospitals  of  the  Department.  It  is  thought 
that  these  systems,  if  properly  installed  and  operated,  can  be  utilized 
to  obviate  the  evils  of  dry  sweeping  and  the  difficulties  of  other  forms 
of  cleaning. 

SUPPLIES. 

p     .  With  few  exceptions  the  reports  submitted  by  our 

visitors,  after  their  frequent  visits  to  Bellevue  and 
Allied  Hospitals,  have  indicated  that  the  wards  have  been  furnished 
with  adequate  supplies  of  food,  and  that  this  has  been  served  hot, 
to  the  patients,  more  often  than  heretofore.  The  work  of  the  diet 
kitchen  in  the  service  of  special  diets  has  been  commended  by  several 
visitors  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  we  trust  that  during  1907  similar 
provision  will  be  made  at  the  Allied  Hospitals  for  preparation  of 
special  diets  and  the  training  of  nurses  in  dietetics. 

Milk.  ^^^  milk,  however,  has  been  of  a  very  poor  quality 

at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year,  and  at  the 
close  of  September  still  showed  a  count  of  bacteria  running  over  two 
million  colonies  per  cubic  centimeter.* 

Owing  to  the  inability  of  the  contractors  for  the  year  1906  to  sup- 
ply a  proper  grade,  the  Trustees  have  been  obliged  to  purchase  milk 
in  the  open  market  frequently.  The  first  failure  to  make  proper 
deliveries  occurred  early  in  the  year,  and  at  a  later  day  the  contractors 
asked  to  be  relieved  of  their  contract.  When  the  Board,  under  advice 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel,  was  about  to  dismiss  the  contractors, 
tiiey  requested  to  be  allowed  once  more  to  make  deliveries  from  other 
dairies  than  those  found  unsatisfactory,  only  to  fail  again  to  meet 
tiie  requirements.  The  Committee  trusts  that  the  Board  will  find  it 
possible  by  pasteurization,  or  effective  supervision  of  dairies,  or  by 
some  other  means,  to  raise,  and  maintain  at  a  grade  suitable  for 
hospital  use,  the  standard  of  contract  deliveries  of  this  most  important 
article  of  food.* 


*The  Dept.  of  Health  report  to  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  under  date  of  May  6,  1007.  upon 
counts  of  mflk  examined  during  the  preceding  week,  showed  an  average  bacterial  quality  ox  only 
10,492,  in  the  milkfromSdairies  (25  samples),  the  contract  permitting  an  average  of  100,000  during  May. 
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Other   SuDDli  8       ^^  noted  in  the  1905  annual  report  of  Bellevue  and 

'  Allied  Hospitals,  the  bids  on  supplies  for  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1906  "  show  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  all  cotton 
goods,  building  materials,  hardware  and  coal,  while  the  prices  of 
other  supplies  are  about  the  same  as,  or  even  a  little  lower  than 
those  of  last  year.  The  apparent  increase  in  the  cost  of  poultry  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  hereafter  it  is  to  be  delivered  clean  and  drawn." 

With  a  view  toward  modernizing  the  equipment  of  all  hospitals  in 
the  Department,  specifications  were  prepared  for  new  beds,  bed-trays, 
bed-side  stands,  ward  medicine  cases,  wheeled  stretchers,  and  vehicles 
for  carrying  the  food  hot  from  the  kitchen.  A  number  of  these  articles 
have  been  secured  for  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  these  specifications 
will  form  the  basis  for  the  preparation  of  similar  specifications,  we 
understand,  in  advertising  for  bids  upon  equipment  for  the  new  Allied 
Hospitals. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Of  various  administrative  improvements  during  the  year  covered 

by  this  report,  none  has  been  more  significant  of  progress  than  the 

following  two  efforts  looking  toward  the  social  betterment  of  patients 

and  employees. 

The  earlier  of  these  efforts  was  the  establishment 

•     y  ®  ^"^     early  in  1906  of  a  club  for  the  women  employed  at 
employees. 

Bellevue  Hospital.     A  sitting  or  club  room  was  set 

apart  for  the  women,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  settlement  workers 
from  Chelsea  Handicraft  House  on  West  23rd  street,  and  others 
interested,  a  schedule  of  entertainments  with  music,  singing  and 
dances  was  arranged  for  the  women,  in  addition  to  quieter  opportuni- 
ties for  recreation  and  enjoyment  at  the  club  room.  Those  women  who 
had  shown  themselves  most,  interested  in  the  club  were  invited  to 
Chelsea  House  from  time  to  time.  The  enjoyment  of  the  women  has 
been  thorough.  Members  of  the  Visiting  Committee  have  shared  in 
the  privilege  of  assisting  in  the  organization  of  this  club,  which  has 
received  the  hearty  encouragement  of  the  administration  at  Bellevue 
Hospital.  This  work  meets,  as  we  believe,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Trustees,  and  the  Committee  trusts  that  the  efforts  now  being  made 
to  establish  a  club  for  the  men  employed  at  the  hospital  will  be 
furthered  by  the  provision  of  suitable  quarters  in  which  the  members 
of  such  a  club  may  gather.    So  great  has  been  the  improvement  in 
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morale  among  the  men  employed  at  City  Hospital  since  the  occupa- 
tion of  their  own  dormitory  with  its  recreation  room,  that  the  men 
have,  upon  their  own  initiative,  contributed  from  their  meagre  wages 
the  funds  to  purchase  a  piano  for  their  sitting  room. 

The  discharged  patient  who  goes  out  into  the  world 

JJt^  *        with  little  energy  and  often  with  health  only  partially 

restored,  and  who  very  frequently  has  absolutely  no 

resources  in  money,  nor  opportunity  for  employment,  has  often  proved 

a  source  of  anxiety  to  the  doctor,  the  nurse  and  all  who  have  at  heart 

the  interests  of  patients. 

An  advanced  step  was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  General  Medical  Superintendent,  in  the  month  of  July, 
1906,  when  Miss  Mary  E.  Wadley,  a  graduate  of  the  Bellevue  Train- 
ing School,  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Visiting  Relief  Nurse 
at  a  salary  of  |720  per  annum  (with  the  privil^e  of  taking  her 
meals  at  the  hospital).  Miss  Wadley  looks  for  the  man  or  woman 
in  need  at  the  hospital,  and  serves  the  patient  as  an  interested  and 
active  friend.  She  offers  the  advice  needed,  or  secures  the  necessary 
material  relief  from  those  societies  which  are  ready  to  give  it  but 
do  not  know  of  the  special  needs  of  that  particular  patient.  The 
Belief  Nurse  entered  upon  her  duties  on  July  9, 1906,  and  had  already 
investigated  127  cases  of  need  prior  to  August  1st  During  the  month 
of  August  she  has  investigated  104  cases,  and  during  the  month  of 
September  110  cases. 

Of  the  patients  helped,  some  were  referred  to  the  different  charitable 
institutions,  some  were  sent  home,  some  were  sent  to  friends,  and 
eome  were  assisted  in  other  way®.  Twenty-six  different  societies  as- 
sisted Miss  Wadley  in  her  work.  Several  patients  were  helped  in 
getting  to  the  station  with  baggage,  etc.;  many  convalescents  were 
given  airings  in  the  country;  many  mothers  and  children  were  sent 
to  Sea  Breeze,  or  to  other  resorts  of  like  nature;  employment  has 
been  found  for  many  who  had  lost  their  positions  or  were  unable 
to  take  their  old  position;  and  in  numerous  ways  the  visiting  relief 
niurse  has  assisted  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  patients  of  the 
hospital. 

In  her  work  she  has  met  with  the  heartiest  co-operation  from  the 
entire  force  of  the  hospital.  The  minor  attendants,  as  well  as  doctors 
and  nurses,  seem  to  be  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  inform 
her  of  cases  which  they  think  are  needing  her  attention,  and  all 
seem  to  welcome  the  opportunity  to  secure  aid  for  outgoing  patients. 
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Thus  far  Miss  Wadley's  efforts  have  been  confined  to  the  assistanoe 
of  patients  in  Bellevne  Hospital,  but  we  feel  confident  that  the  final 
results  of  the  experiment  will  prove  the  advantage  of  establishing  the 
welfare  work  in  all  the  Allied  Hospitals,  and  that  it  will  be  taken 
up  throughout  the  general  hospitals  of  the  city. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  initiated  a  similar  bureau  upon 
October  3,  1905,  of  which  an  interesting  account  is  given  in  the  issue 
of  " Charities '*  of  January  6,  1906,  but  in  Boston  the  worker  "has 
no  official  connection  with  the  hospital  and  is  in  no  way  dependent 
upon  it  financially,  but  so  far  has  been  permitted  by  the  hospital 
authorities  to  do  a  work  for  which  the  need  has  been  so  long  obvious." 
The  Committee  congratulates  the  Bellevue  Board  that  it  has  taken 
the  additional  step  of  providing  the  salary  of  the  worker,  and  trusts 
that  the  board  will  not  hesitate  to  supply  such  minor  pecuniary 
assistance  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  such  essential  features  of 
the  work  as  the  payment  of  carfares  for  patients  and  the  worker. 
Additional  legislation  can  doubtless  be  obtained',  if  necessary,  to  allow 
such  expenditures.  Possibly  one  of  the  vehicles  of  the  Department 
could  be  made  available  in  case  of  need  to  take  patients  to  their  homes 
or  to  the  railway  station. 

y     ^  The  Committee  is  in  sympathy  with  the  purpose  of 

the  Trustees  to  provide  adequate  vacations  for  the 
officers  and  employees,  as  indicated  by  the  resolution  of  the  Board 
adopted  on  August  6th.  This  contemplates  a  vacation  of  one  month 
each  for  superintendents,  assistant  superintendents,  alienists,  pathol- 
ogists, supervising  nurses  and  others  having  supervisory  executive 
duties  in  the  nursing  department. 

A  vacation  of  two  weeks  each  is  provided  for  other  employees,  with 

an  additional  day  for  every  two  years  of  service,  the  whole  vacation 

not  to  exceed  thirty  days. 

The  Committee  has  witnessed  with  pleasure  the  pub- 

^\  ^^*  ^1^^*  lie  spirited  attitude  and  initiative  of  the  President 
and  Hospitals. 

of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  his  advocacy  of  the  plan 
for  acquiring  Long  Beach,  or  some  other  suitable  ocean  beach,  as 
a  park  and  as  a  site  for  sea-side  hospitals,  especially  desirable  for 
convalescent  patients  and  other  patients  with  non-contagious  diseases. 
We  trust  that  the  effort  to  secure  such  a  park  may  be  successful 
eventually  through  co-operation  of  the  various  Departments,  officials 
and  associations  interested.  The  Committee  took  pleasure  in  aiding, 
through  its  president,  and  will  gladly  continue  to  aid,  such  efforts. 
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The  requirement,  dating  from  early  in  1906,  that  the 

Governing      administration  of   anaesthetics  and    the    details    of 

Anaesthesia.     ®^®ry  operation  involving  general  anaesthesia  are  to 

be  accomplished  only  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
a  member  of  the  attending  staff,  is  an  important  precaution. 
Dental  Clinics       ^^  ^®  suggestion  of  the  Association  for  Improving 

the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  and  others,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  took  under  consideration,  but  rejected  as  impracticable,  a 
plan  for  the  establishment  of  dental  clinics  for  school  children,  iu 
connection  with  the  Out-Patient  Department. 

In  this  connection,  the  Committee  suggests  the  importance  of  regular 
and  frequent  clinical  attention  by  a  dental  surgeon  for  the  patients 
in  the  hospital  and  especially  the  children,  as  it  is  so  well  established 
that  diseased  teeth  conditions  aggravate  other  pathological  conditions 
of  the  body,  while  vigorous  and  frequent  prophylactic  treatment 
ameliorates  the  same.  Provision  should  be  made  for  systematic  treat- 
ment of  the  teefth  of  patients,  following  an  early  examination  to  secure 
important  data  toward  diagnosis. 

DEPABTMBNTAL  BUDGBT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  amounts  appropriated  for 
the  maintenance  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  during  the  years 
1905  and  1906,  and  the  amounts  requested  in  the  estimate  of  the 
Department  for  the  year  1907. 

In  Appendix  A  (page  147  of  this  report)  may  be  found  a  brief 
analysis  of  the  items  of  the  estimate  for  1907.  The  increase  re- 
quested to  enable  the  payment  of  fair  wages  to  the  lower  grades  of 
hospital  helpers  is  deemed  of  special  importance  by  the  Committee. 

-Asked  for 

Afpbofbiations.  1905.  1906.  1907. 

Salaries $210,000  00  $225,000  00  $351,698  00 

Supplies   350,460  78  365,460  78  463,638  01 

Alterations  and  repairs 16,000  00  18,000  00  18,000  00 

New  ambulances,  horses,  etc 15,840  00  10,500  00  10,500  00 

Clothing  for  insane  patients 12,000  00  12,000  00  12,000  00 

Rents 10,500  00  17,520  00  9,000  00 

Total $614,800  78       $648,480  78 

Deduct *6,284  00 

$642,196  78 
Additional  appropriations: 

Salaries,  supplies  and  repairs 50,000  00  \A,(m  00 

Additional    nurses,    and    probationers' 
home 20,000  00 

Grand  total 1684,800  00       1646,196  78       $864,736  01 

^Transferred  to  the  Department  of  Public  Charitiee,  for  salaries  of  nurses  furnished  to  the  Allied 
Hospitals,    t Appropriation  for  additional  refrigerating  means  for  morgue. 
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Plans  for 
Enlargement. 


BELLBVUB  TRAINING   SCHOOL  FOR  NURSBS. 

The  Visiting  Committee  feels  a  very  keen  interest  in 
the  plans  now  maturing  for  enlai^ment  of  the  Belle- 
vue  Training  School  for  Nurses,  to  enable  it  to  meet 
the  greatly  increased  demand  for  nurses  in  the  municipal  hospitals 
operated  by  the  Trustees,  and  possibly  to  supply  the  Health  Depart- 
ment with  pupil  nurses  in  place  of  the  graduate  nurses  whose  salaries 
constitute  a  large  item  in  the  annual  budget  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Bellevue  Training  School  was  founded  in  1873, 

Leading        under  the  auspices  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  to  give 

tiT^^h"  ^       ^^  dependent  poor  in  the  wards  of  Bellevue  Hospital 

the  benefit  of  care  by  trained  nurses  in  place  of  the 
prisoners  detailed  by  the  city  to  that  duty,  and  by  whom  the  patients 
had  been  abused  and  neglected. 

The  work  done  by  the  pupils  and  graduates  of  this  pioneer  of 
training  schools  in  connection  with  general  hospitals,  has  established 
a  standard  in  nursing  from  which  the  poor  and  wealthy  alike  now 
benefit.  The  graduates  of  the  school  are  sought  throughout  the  land 
to  fill  important  positions  of  a  supervisory,  executive  character  in 
hospitals  and  training  schools. 

The  favorable  attitude  of  the  municipal  authorities 

Approval  by     toward  the  work  of  this  school  has  been  well  evidenced 

Adi^ste^on   ^^  ^^  appropriation  of  |244,000,  allowed  early  in  1906, 

to  permit  purchase  of  the  land  extending  from  the 

present  Nurses'  Home  to  the  East  river,  between  25th  and  26th  streets, 

and  a  generous  appropriation  of  |628,000  for  the  erection  of  a  modern 

training  school  plant  upon  the  additional  ground. 

The  Schoors        "^^^  Visiting  Committee  rejoices  with  the  managers 

Value  as  a      of  the  school,  whose  representatives  and  reports  the 

Municipal       Committee  still  welcomes  at  its  monthly  meetings. 

Institution,      ^hat  the  Bellevue  Training  School  has  received  this 

evidence  of  its  value  as  a  municipal  institution,  and  that  by  these 

recent  substantial  appropriations,  aggregating  nearly  a  million  dollars, 

the  school  will  be  aided  to  retain  the  advanced  place  which  it  has 

held  in  competition  with  many  important  schools  of  later  foundation. 
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.  Fop  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  School,  a  con- 

thc  City        ^^^^^  Jias  been  made  between  it  and  the  City.  This  was 

signed  in  July,  and  defines  the  relations  existing 
between  the  City  and  the  Training  School.  The  Board  of  Managers 
agrees  to  supply  the  nursing  service  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  under 
certain  conditions,  the  main  provisions  of  which  are  that  the  City, 
on  completion  of  the  new  nurses'  home,  shall  assume  all  financial 
responsibilities,  and  pay  all  salaries.  (At  present  the  School  pays  one- 
third  of  all  salaries.) 

The  Managers  have  the  appointment  and  removal  of  all  in  super- 
vision of  the  Training  Schools,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Hospital  Trustees,  and  agree  to  use  the  income  from  vested  funds 
of  the  Training  School,  which  amounts  to  about  |5,000  annually,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  School.  The  Board  of  Managers  will  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor  but  only  from  lists  submitted  by  the  Managers.  This 
contract  can  be  terminated  by  either  side  on  a  year's  notice. 

« 

We  trust  that  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  as 
it  will  presently  be  constituted,  the  best  traditions  of  the  school 
will  be  conserved,  and  its  progress  continue  with  undiminished  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  those  who  have  given  so  lavishly  of  their  time 
and  strength  to  aid  the  school  to  graduate  nurses  of  high  character 
and  efficiency. 

Architect's  ^  separate  issue  of  corporate  stock  to  the  amount 

Report  on  of  |10,000,  to  cover  architects'  fees,  has  enabled  the 
Training  School  Board  of  Trustees  to  command  the  services  of  capable 

Construction,  architects,  and  their  report  upon  constructional  needs 
of  training  schools,  required  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Managers  of 
the  Bellevue  School,  contains  much  valuable  information. 

The  architects  were  required  to  visit  in  person  the  Training  Schools 
of  the  Presbyterian,  Roosevelt,  New  York,  St.  Luke's,  Mt.  Sinai, 
Kingston  Avenue  (Brooklyn)  and*  Po«t  Graduate  Hospitals,  and  the 
New  York  Ci^  Training  School,  all  in  New  York,  and!  that  of  the 
Boston  Ci^  Hospital,  basing  their  observations  and  report  upon  a 
schedule  of  items  suggested  by  the  Managers  of  the  Bellevue  Training 
School. 

Not  only  has  this  information  been  utilized  in  preparing  the  plans 
for  the  new  Bellevue  School,  which  are  now  well  advanced,  but  the 
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information  can  be  used  by  the  City  in  providing  for  the  erection 
of  other  training-school  plants  where  conditions  may  vary  from  those 
at  Bellevne,  and  where  the  Bellevue  plant  cannot  be  nsed  as  an  iden- 
tical model. 

This  suggestion  for  preliminary  reports  by  archi- 
be  P  u      d-    *^^>  ^^^  ^^  advantageous  results  of  its  adoption, 

seem  to  the  Committee  to  constitute  an  excellent 
precedent  to  follow  in  forming  plans  for  various  types  of  municipal 
institutions.  Details  of  construction  and  estimates  of  expenses  can 
tiiereby  be  established  upon  a  much  more  exact  basis  than  heretofore. 

The  Committee  shares  with  the  Managers  of  the 
M^^^ehm^     Bellevue  Training  School,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

sincere  regret  upon  the  resignation  taking  effect  in 
October  of  Miss  Jane  A.  Delano  from  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  Training  Schools.  Miss  Delano  brought  to  the  efficient  instruction 
of  pupils  and  the  wise  and  economical  oversight  of  the  wards,  a  fine 
dignity  and  cheerfulness  which  have  been  doubtless  of  equal  value  as 
an  examplei  to  the  nurses  under  her  direction.  She  is  much  missed  by 
her  associates  and  friends. 

To  meet  the  growing  executive  work  of  the  School, 

.^^^  ^        it  has  been  decided  by  the  Board  of  Managers  to  have 
Supenntendent. 

a  General  Superintendent  of  Training  Schools,  who 
will  organize  and  direct  the  larger  side  of  the  work,  having  under 
her  a  Superintendent  at  Bellevue,  one  at  the  Mills  School,  etc.,  who 
will  administer  the  daily  detail  and  routine  of  their  respective 
departments. 

Miss  Goodrich,  heretofore  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  Training 
School,  will  fill  the  position  of  General  Superintendent,  and  Miss 
C.  J.  Brink,  so  long  the  competent  First  Assistant  Superintendent,  will 
become  Superintendent  at  Bellevue. 

The  Training  School  has  met  with  most  cordial  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Hospital  Trustees,  the  General  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Hospital,  the  Medical  Board  and  the  Mills  Training 
School  Board.  It  hopes  with  the  enlarged  scope  of  its  work  to 
give  efficient  proof  of  its  appreciation  for  the  confidence  reposed 
in  it 
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On  April  1,  1906,  the  new  Probationers'  Home  at 

J^  Home  for  212  East  26th  street  was  opened,  with  accommodations 
Probationers.     ,  *^         ' 

for  seventeen  nurses,  a  matron  and  two  servants.  Since 

August,  the  full  number  of  probationers  have  been  in  residence  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Van  Sickle,  a  graduate  of  the  Bellevue  Training 
School.  The  Committee  followed  with  much  interest  the  preparation 
of  this  house,  which  is  well  equipped  to  give  the  probationers  a  whole- 
some environment,  training  in  Domestic  Science,  and  an  opportunity 
for  the  study  and  direction  of  the  individual  by  the  Matron.  The 
Home  has  already  produced  most  satisfactory  results. 

At  Bellevue  Hospital,  several  additional  graduate 
th  Y     '  w    k.  ^^^'^^  have  been  allowed  during  the  year,  including 

one  for  the  male  tuberculosis  pavilion,  one  for  night 
duty  in  the  dressing  room  of  the  reception  ofBce,  a  second  nurse  for 
the  operating  amphitheatre,  and  one  each  for  the  male  prison,  male 
alcoholic  and  female  prison  and  alcoholic  wards.  An  eight-hour 
service,  which  is  all  that  should  be  required  in  such  exacting  wards, 
has  been  made  possible  by  these  additional  positions.  With  the 
graduate  nurse  in  charge  of  the  Probationer's  Home,  and  the  Belief 
Visiting  Nurse,  eight  additional  graduate  nurses  have  been  provided 
during  the  year. 

The  usual  courses  have  been  given  during  the  year,  and  in  January 
twenty-eight  nurses  were  graduated.    In  October,  1905,  women  pupil 
nurses  were  placed  in  charge  of  male  medical  wards  26  and  27. 
-^    .  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  in  the  training  school 

ofBce,  the  Begistry  has  united  with  the  -  Alumnae 
Begistry  at  14  East  42nd  street,  and  is  administered  by  a  registry 
committee  composed  of  members  of  the  alumnae  association  and  two 
members  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Bellevue  Training  School. 
Miss  Slayton  is  its  manager,  and  has  her  ofSce  adjoining  the  alumnae 
club  rooms. 

We  understand  that  a  plan  is  under  consideration. 
Nursing  Force,  by  which  the  nursing  force  of  the  Allied  Hospitals 

will  be  supplied  directly  by  the  board  and  no  longer 
in  part  by  the  New  York  City  Training  School. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL,* 

A  general  hospital  for  acute  diseases  with  wards  for  alcoholic  patients, 
sick  prisoners  and  the  examination  of  the  alleged  insane. 

Built  1811-1815. 

Situation,  between  26th  and  28th  Streets,  First  Avenue  and  East 
River.     . 

Size  of  grounds,  approximately  5]^  acres. 

Number  of  buildings,  18. 

Number  of  beds,  1,013. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  767.  (Not  including  unpaid 
help.) 

Number  of  officers  and  employees  October  i,  1906,  375. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  medical  board  of  32  visiting  physicians 
and  surgeons,  and  a  house  staff  of  53  physicians  and  surgeons, 
and  3  resident  alienists  for  the  psychopathic  wards. 

Nurses  and  Supervisors  furnished  by  the  Bellevue  Training  School 
(female)  and  the  Mills  Training  School  (male). 

IMPBOVBMBNTS. 

New  Buildines       Work  on  new  pavilions  A  and  B,  the  first  section  of 

the  new  Bellevue  to  be  erected  and  occupied,  and  which 
will  contain  about  400  beds,  is  now  progressing  with  considerable 
rapidity.  At  this  date  the  iron  work  has  reached  the  top  of  the 
fourth  story  of  one  of  the  pavilions,  and  the  stone  work  of  the  exterior 
walls  of  the  first  story  is  neariy  completed. 

Structural  -^^  extension  at  the  rear  of  the  power  plant  is 

Improvements    nearly  completed  to  receive  two  additional  boilers  by 

in  the  Old      which  the  new  pavilions  will  be  warmed  to  avoid 

Hospital.        interruption  of  building  work  by  severe  cold.     These 

boilers   will    also    supplement    the   heating   apparatus    for   the   old 

buildings. 

A  new  tunnel  for  refrigerating  and  other  pipes,  running  to  the 
Morgue  and  to  the  new  pavilions,  has  been  constructed  and  is  nearly 
ready  to  receive  the  pipes.  A  new  tennis  couri:  has  been  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  istaff,  on  the  recently  made  ground  within  the  new 
sea  wall ;  formal  possession  of  this  new  ground  has  been  surrendered 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
and  the  Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries. 

*For  statistics,  see  page  132-133. 
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The  removal  of  the  secretary's  desk  from  the  office  of  the  General 
Medical  Superintendent  gives  more  space  there  for  transacting  the 
important  office  business,  of  the  Superintendent  and  his  two  stenog- 
raphers. 

Cork  strips  have  been  laid  on  those  parts  of  the  ward  floors  most 
in  use  as  thoroughfares,  and  the  improvement  in  quiet  is  very 
noticeable. 

Two  new  rotary  washing  machines,  a  new  extracter, 
amic^  an      ^^^  ^  ^^^  tumbler  in  the  laundry;  and  new  steam 

tables,  ventilating  hoods,  broom  and  utensil  racks,  and 
additional  vegetable  bins,  in  the  main  kitchen,  have  contributed  to 
the  efficiency  of  these  departments. 

A  new  outside  chimney  and  ventilating  shaft  is  being  erected  from 
the  doctor's  kitchen,  and  will  improve  the  draft  of  the  range,  and 
the  quality  of  the  air  in  that  room. 

Very  notable  among  the  improvements  in  equipment 
_.    .  are  the  new  porcelain-lined  bath  tubs  which  have  re- 

placed the  dingy,  painted  tubs  in  substantially  all  the 
wards;  also  the  small  gas  ranges  with  plate-warmers,  provided  in 
the  ward  dining  rooms ;  the  new  beds  of  modem  pattern  in  the  wards 
on  the  ground  floor  of  the  main  building;  and  the  glass-covered  bed- 
stands  in  the  surgical  ward. 

SUPPLIES. 

In  their  annual  report  for  the  year  1905,  the  trus- 
S  *  li  ^^®  mention  an  estimated  saving  in  one  month  of 

1525  upon  such  medical  supplies  as  gauze  and  muslin 
used  in  bandaging;  surgical  instruments;  and  alcohol  and  other  spirits. 
A  new  set  of  rules  relating  to  the  use  of  medical  supplies  of  all  kinds 
has  been  drawn  up,  and  much  greater  economy  is  expected  when  rigid 
conformity  to  the  rules  shall  have  been  attained. 

During  the  winter  of  1905-1906,  the  patients  occupy- 
Cl*  A°**         ing  the  tent  under  the  charge  of  the  tuberculosis  clinic 

were  supplied  with  warm  underclothing  in  addition  to 
the  heavy  overcoats  and  the  shoes  already  furnished  them.  This  very 
commendable  action  was  taken  owing  to  the  exposed  condition  of  the 
tent  and  because  the  patients  are  rarely  provided  with  proper  clothing 
when  they  apply  for  treatment. 

3 
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ADMINISTBATION. 

Tuberculosis        '^^  work  of  the  tubercnloeis  clinic  has  been  devel- 
Clinic.         ^P^  successfully  by  Dr.  Jas.  Alex.  Miller,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  General  Medical  Superintendent, 
and  the  visiting  physicians  of  the  clinic. 

The  clinic  takes  an  active  place  in  the  movement  recently  initiated 
by  the  Committee  on  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  (0.  O.  S.),  by  whom 
the  dispensaries  of  the  city  have  been  districted  for  purposes  of  care- 
ful recording,  treatment  and  observation  of  tuberculous  patients.* 

The  Visiting  Committee  regards  with  favor  a  recent 
5aianes  tor      suggestion  by  Dr.  Miller,  based  on  his  observation 

Physicians       ^^^^^g  almost  daily  attendance  at  the  clinic  for  a 

period  of  over  two  years,  that  the  existing  character 
of  the  visiting  service,  calling  for  prolonged  examinations,  and 
thorough  and  often  tedious  inquiries  into,  and  planning  for,  the 
social  problems  of  each  case,  will  necessitate  the  payment  of  salaries 
to  secure  continued  attendance  by  properly  qualified  visiting 
physicians. 

.  Owing  to  administrative  difSculties,  the  tent  cottage 

Ab    do  ^d.     ^^  ^®  Bellevue  grounds,  used  successfully  by  the  clinic 

during  two  years  for  occupation  by  tuberculous 
patients  under  observation,  has  been  given  up  for  use  as  a  contagious 
disease  pavilion  in  the  general  service  of  Bellevue  Hospital.  It  is 
hox)ed  that  the  tent  service  may  be  resumed  at  a  very  early  day, 
as  it  constituted  a  feature  of  considerable  interest  to  those  engaged 
in  the  tuberculosis  branch  of  the  out-patient  department,  and  afforded 
a  valuable  means  for  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  patients. 

All  of  the  tuberculous  patients  in  the  general  service 

Acute  (about  26  men  and  8  women),  can  now  be  accommo- 

g*'^.  ^"*     dated  in  two  of  the  temporary  pavilions,  but  in  the 

first  quarter  of  1906  two  of  tiie  general  wards  were 

opened  to  receive  the  unusually  large  number  of  tuberculous  patients. 

Their  number  was  also  unusually  high  for  a  time  in  the  latter  part 

of  July  and  the  first  part  of  August,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the 

Department  of  Public  Charities  to  receive  them  while  repairs  were 

being  made  at  the  Infirmary  on  Blackwell's  Island. 

The  Committee  considers  tiiat  no  one  improvement 
Reception       .^^  administration  is  more  urgently  needed  than  the 

installation  of  an  adequate  force  of  examining  physi- 

*The  report  of  this  committee  can  be  obtained  upon  application  at  its  office,  105  East  22nd  street, 
New  York. 
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cians  long  contemplated  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  we  regret  deeply 

the  extended  delay  in  the  initiation  of  this  improvement,  due  in  part 

to  the  failure  to  secure  competent  examining  physicians  at  the  rate 

of  |600  per  annum,  the  salary  allowed  in  1904  when  the  four  positions 

were  created.    The  Committee  is  glad  to  note  that  the  Trustees  have 

secured  the  allowance  of  a  salary  of  |1,000  for  each  of  these  four 

positions,  and  are  now  advertising  for  applicants.     We  understand 

that  the  positions  are  non-competitive  only  to  the  extent  that  they  are 

restricted  to  the  graduates  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  House  Staff, 

whose  training  and  experience  should  render  them  particularly  fit 

for  the  positions,  according  to  the  view  urged  very  reasonably  by 

the  Board  of  Trustees  before  the  Municipal  and  State  Civil  Service 

Commissions. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  met  in  securing  a  reliable 

tretcner       force  of  stretcher  carriers  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
earners. 

this  formed  the  basis  of  exaggerated  reports  in  the 

daily  journals  at  one  time  during  the  summer.  The  full  staff  of 
stretcher  carriers  is  now  on  duty,  comprising  nine  men  of  whom  one 
acts  as  elevator  operator.  The  salary  of  these  men  has  been  raised. 
Instead  of  being  started  at  |12  per  month,  with  subsequent  promotion 
to  f20,  they  are  now  being  started  at  |20  per  month,  and  are  pro- 
moted according  to  the  ability  which  they  exhibit.  The  male  nurse  in 
charge  of  these  men  considers  that  the  men  now  employed  are  of 
a  better  grade  than  for  some  time  past,  and  some  improvement  in 
their  work  is  reported  by  our  visitors.  They  still  do  not  remain, 
however,  for  any  considerable  time  in  the  employ  of  the  hospital. 

NBEDS. 

Among  other  needs,  the  following  seem  worthy  of  special  mention : 

.  We  regret  very  much  to  note  the  continuance  at 

Fire  Protection.  ^.^  ^^gpi^g^i  ^f  ^^  serious  fire  risks  reported  in  the 

summer  of  1905  by  Mr.  Hugh  Bonner,  when  an  advisory  member  of 
the  Committee.  Some  few  of  the  recommendations  have  been  carried 
out,  but  no  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  bulk  of  the  |21,000 
approved  on  October  24, 1905. 

Nearly  a  year  has  been  spent  by  tiie  various  authorities  concerned 
in  drawing  specifications,  passing  on  the  same,  advertising,  redrafting 
specifications  found  to  cover  too  many  alterations,  and  readvertising. 
Meanwhile  the  patients  have  been  and  are  exposed  to  the  same  danger 
a«  when  the  urgent  request  was  made  for  the  money. 
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The  Committee  hopes  that  the  dangerous  conditions  will  be  elimin- 
ated speedily  by  award  and  execution  of  a  contract  utilizing  the  money 
00  long  in  hand.* 

„.  The  elevator  in  the  main  building  vibrates  and  jars 

in  a  manner  which  is  uncomfortable  for  healthy  per- 
sons and  distressing  to  patients,  and  it  would  seem  that  a  new  ele- 
vator should  be  provided  soon,  if  the  attempts  at  repair  continue 
unsuccessful. 

Beneath  a  brick  pavilion  occupied  as  an  alcoholic 

Ce^r  Under    ^Lad  prison  ward  for  women,  and  the  second  story 

Alcoholic  Ward.  ^^  ^^^^^  contains  a  dormitory  for  men  employees,  lies 

a  slough  of  mud  and  stagnant  water,  which  serves  as 
a  breeding  place  from  which  many  mosquitoes  are  seen  flying  out  in 
warm  weather,  and  as  the  cellar  bottom  is  but  five  or  six  feet 
below  the  floor  of  the  ward  above,  the  dampness  and  foul  air  must 
have  an  unsanitary  effect  upon  the  occupants  of  the  ward,  during  the 
entire  year. 

The  building  is  near  the  river,  and  dampness  is  aggravated  during 
unusually  high  tides.  The  services  of  a  competent  sanitary  engineer 
are  needed  to  devise  and  execute  a  remedy. 

The  dormitory  fitted  up  in  the  fall  of  1905  under 
Dormitories  ^^q  pathological  laboratory  in  the  old  boiler  house 
—  *^'.      *        marks  a  gratifying  advance  in  the  housing  of  male 

employees.  Similar  improvements  are  needed  in 
**  Dormitory  50,"  which  is  a  room  formerly  used  as  a  haymow  in  the 
building  once  used  as  department  stables,  and  of  which  the  lower 
floor  is  now  utilized  for  storage  of  patients'  clothes.  The  dormitory 
has  unsanitary  and  insuflftcient  toilet  facilities. 

I 
EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

(The  Maternity  Department  of  Bellevue  Hospital.) 

Many  structural  improvemente  have  been  made  in 
Structural       ^^  ^^^  ^^  station  on  East  26th  Street,  between  2nd 
Improvements.  «.   ,    ^  .        ,  .  ,     ,  .. 

and  3rd  Avenues,  m  which  the  active  maternity  ser- 
vice of  Bellevue  Hospital  is  still  conducted.  The  light  in  the  delivery 
room  has  been  improved  by  installation  of  a  powerful  new  gas  lamp, 
a  new  operating  table  has  been  provid^ed,  and  a  closet  and  wheeled 
tray  for  sterile  goods;  also  new  basins  and  pails. 

'^Contracts  awarded  December  11, 1906. 
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Fire  Protection       ^^^  better  protection  from  fire,  according  to  the 

.'  recommendations  made  bj  Mr.  Bonner,  new  metal  ceil- 
ings have  been  put  np  in  the  kitchen  and  waiting  ward,  and  in  the 
office,  operating  and  bath  rooms.  Twelve  new  fire  pails  have  been 
installed,  four  in  the  cellar,  four  on  the  first  floor,  and  four  on  the 
bridge  leading  to  the  separate  building  containing  the  quarters  of 
the  supervising  nurse.  This  bridge  serves  as  a  fire-escape  from  the 
rear  of  the  main  building,  and  new  windows  have  been  provided  in 
the  bridge. 

The  entire  house  has  been  painted  and  linoleum  pro- 

Minor  vided  for  the  floors.    New  clothes  closets  and  medicine 

closets  have  been  built,  and  a  large  sink  placed  in 

the  kitchen,  and  the  light  of  the  kitchen  improved  by  putting  in  a 

glass  door. 

«     .  The  hospital  has  treated  more  patients  in  the  past 

Service.  ^,        f  ,.  ^  .    ^i.         •    . 

year  than  for  many  preceding  years;  and  in  the  opinion 

of  the  supervising  nurse  the  service  has  been  greater  than  ever  before 

in  her  experience  at  the  hospital;  225  women  have  been  delivered  of 

229  children,  with  3  deatiis  among  the  mothers,  and  9  among  the 

infante  after  birth.    Twenty-one  were  stillborn. 


GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  acute  cases. 

Opened  1885;  rebuilt  1897-1900;  1903-1907. 

Situation,  Gouvemeur  Slip  and  East  River. 

Number  of  buildings,  two.  ^ 

Number  of  beds,  74. 

Number  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  51. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  6z. 

Chief  executive  officer,  a  Supervising  Nurse  imder  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  Service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  thirteen  and  a  house 

staff  of  eight  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

School,  Blackwell's  Island. 


*For  statistics,  see  page  134. 
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I*"  .*-■ 


\  ?«x*  *-«  ii/  tibe  new  wing  at  Gouvemeur  Hospital 

j«cv:£^je4  aisce  April,  1906,  making  eubstantial 

r^vmnl  the  »iich>iieeded  enlargement  of  this 

I  >«.*.  V  /I.  nfC7  Wrani^  eoiidition8y  a  service  of  great  im- 

::«.•:-   ife.  Vf.z^  pverfocmed  kue  in  a  manner  satisfactory 

X    >.    •  •;  N^   tK-  r    *--va«ii9v  j^  tWae  more  familiar  with  the  difficult 

•  ^o.-^w   ^    :v«».  ^^.  iftaxi^fOMmt.    The  Committee  con<dieinns  nnie- 

^«i^«r^  ^    -  .  >^\«<i««^«'a  .>£  ^xrratfoitaaiT  annoyances  to  which  the  con- 

^-     *.  V  %•  ».<v*M   lu  V  «>>!vc«\i  the  patients  and  ofScerB  for  two 

-«»  «v  «     t     .-.    •.-^>4JN\-«,   .^r  iivHi:l;$  still  at  dilatory  and   inefficient 

*^K^>^^««*^         "^^  i:5*.vai  \'ct*  of  the  old  wing  have  merely  been 
.%*   V         ,v  '..i-tjcr^    /c  'Ae  diis^cosiforts  of  the  new  wing  since 
^^^•*^»'^^*^'^  .\  :      "U  ^  iea  rii-e  patients  were  moved  to  the  new 
^    ^x  «  --   ^v«  ^>.^xv    va  7i:  .-i«f  %;u>i$  in  the  old  wing  began. 

s    ^   ,v%u  -<.  ^>-*  v>f  ^^tr*.  v'x.j.riT.  the  hospital  has  suffered  for 
>.       -N    V  -5^  »  5*x^vu?w   vtftj.  >/i*  cAjsKntT,  having  beds  for  only   15 
%    .s^.    V  %  sw*   ixxi-  A.\'i/»  ^K^asi  ia  snail  nxHus  which  will  be  used 
-  s.         ^    •N  .^ .'•«:**  ,t  tvi  i^fo^'^v'  rvvotes  in  the  maternity  service. 

-N    xv%.   ,  ^^'^j.v  '^'^    .►v   /h?  iv^*.::il  at  this  date  has  been  reduced 

"v.*      ,   X'^-K  t.^     «  VvN.  ^v  %^A-h  tw\>  an?  seremed  off  in  the  dis- 

s.  >«.  .  ^  >    Nj^  ^vvw.  ,t.w  t>%^/  :j3l  :W  aixhtait  ward«  which  has  been 

•.>NV    wv.^v-.  •  >    :t   ,-w  >v4ti  ^-ivvtded  for  the  drugstore,  on  the 

•x'V  ,M  ya.  *fa:  i^p«u:tittettt  was  occupied  on  April 


>,   "'■**'^'^*^       ,^^    ^^ji^     .^^   ^cHtv^   there   advanced  steadily    and 

.*^'.v.  >.  %    1  ji  vxHtj$:\j(erable  increase  over  the  corre- 
Hsx»s    .^   ^vw^  >x   u  ".  n';>^  .iiji  5^v^%n  bv  the  following  table: 

V««»  3t»9r  JttB»  July  August 

AV                                    ,.,.    ikS5S^       T.T16       &24T       9,537     10,475 
N  -^  >.*.Hi;       «a27       6.196       7,417       7,144 


^•vvNw^- iJiSS       1,589       2,051       2,120       3,331 

V^   V  v«^uvx^  .W  <jfei^:jf  ;jivvr<j^  was  888,  and  5,193  of  the  calls  were  by 

V.  x\iv  ^u^pN^ttott  v>f  one  of  our  visitors,  some  of  the  benches  in 
x^  >^^  v.>j^f  rvsma  ^rf  the  dispensary  have  been  arranged  nearer  the 

'^^'^-iv  W«iiH^  ^«iiM^  V  «iMitfMtor  Mrly  in  April  1907. 
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drug  window,  so  that  persons  awaiting  the  filling  of  prescriptions  can 

■ 

sit;  instead  of  standing,  as  had  been  their  practice.  On  Septem- 
ber 4th  55  men  and  women  were  seen  in  line  waiting  for  drugs.  There 
is  only  one  druggist.  The  Committee  has  suggested  that  additional 
prescription  clerks  be  furnished  to  serve  at  the  rush  hours^  and  also 
that  additional  benches  be  provided. 

The  benches  seat  only  80  altogether,  and  of  these  only  45  are  avail- 
able for  children.  On  September  4th  over  100  children  were  treated. 
As  nearly  all  of  the  patients  come  very  early,  there  is  not  room  for  all 
on  the  benches^  and  some  wait  outside. 

The  drug  service  could  be  facilitated  we  believe  by 

p        ."^         adopting  the  system  used  at  first-class  drug  stores 

having  a  large  custom,  where  coupons  numbered  in 
duplicate  are  provided,  the  original  being  attached  to  the  prescription. 
If  the  prescription  is  one  requiring  a  long  time  for  preparation,  the 
person  can  be  told  to  return  toward  the  end  of  an  hour,  and  present 
the  coupon,  or  a  worker  can  go  about  his  business  and  send  some  other 
member  of  the  family  with  the  coupon  to  get  the  drugs. 

Probably  the  most  notable  improvement  at  present 

Dormitories  ^^  b^  observed  at  the  hospital  is  found  in  the  twelve 
or  Men  sleeping  rooms,  which  with  a  bath  room  and  large 
sitting  room,  compose  the  quarters  of  twenty-four  of 
the  men  employees,  in  the  attic  of  the  new  wing.  The  sleeping  rooms 
are  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  each  room  holds  two  men,  and  the 
rooms  are  provided  respectively  with  two  beds,  a  wardrobe,  a  large 
dresser,  and  one  shelf.  The  sitting  room  has  several  windows  over- 
looking the  river,  and  is  used  in  common  by  the  clerks,  orderlies  and 
helpers,  who  can  smoke,  play  games  and  enjoy  the  roomy  chairs  and 
magazines  provided  by  the  hospital  authorities.  The  minimum  salary 
paid  to  the  men  in  this  dormitory  is  |20  per  month,  and  the  personnel 
of  this  force  of  employees  is  largely  German.  When  vacancies  occur, 
an  effort  is  made  to  secure  friends  of  those  already  employed.  This 
aids  greatly  to  keep  the  men  contented  and  steady.  , 

^.     .      _,  At  present  there  are  19  nurses  in  service,  of  whom 

Nnrsmg  Force.  ^  ' 

9  stay  at  the  hospital  and  10  sleep  at  the  New  York 

City  Training  School  on  BlackwelPs  Island. 

M      rtw    J  The  three  wards  of  the  new  wing  are  in  the  main 

New  Wards.  .  ^  ,     ,       ,         ,  ..,,,. 

satisfactory,   and   the   broad,   semicircular  balconies 

overlooking  the  river  afford  pleasant  lounging  places  for  convalescent 

patients.    Beds  are  now  placed  upon  them  from  time  to  time  during 
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IMPBOYBMBNTS. 

.  A  portion  of  the  new  wing  at  Gouverneur  Hospital 

OccuDation.     ^^^  '^^  occupied  since  April,  1906,  making  substantial 

progress  toward  the  much-needed  enlargement  of  this 
hospital.  In  spite  of  very  adverse  conditions,  a  service  of  great  im- 
j,  portance  to  the  city  is  being  performed  here  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  patients,  their  friends,  and  those  more  familiar  with  the  difficult 
problems  of  hospital  management.  The  Committee  condemns  unre- 
servedly the  succession  of  extraordinary  annoyances  to  which  the  con- 
tractor's workmen  have  subjected  the  patients  and  officers  for  two 
years,  with  the  prospect  for  months  still  of  dilatory  and  inefficient 

work.* 

Discomforts         The  discomforts  of  the  old  wing  have  merely  been 
Due  to         exchanged  for  the  discomforts  of  the  new  wing  since 
Reconstruction,  j^iy  IQihy  when  the  patients  were  moved  to  the  new 
wards,  and  reconstruction  of  the  wards  in  the  old  wing  began. 

In  the  women's  service  particularly,  the  hospital  has  suffered  for 
the  time  being  a  serious  loss  of  capacity,  having  beds  for  only  15 
women,  of  whom  four  occupy  beds  in  small  rooms  which  will  be  used 
eventually  as  delivery  and  septic  rooms  in  the  maternity  service. 

The  total  capacity  of  the  hospital  at  this  date  has  been  reduced 
from  102  beds  to  74  beds,  of  which  two  are  screened  off  in  the  dis- 
pensary waiting  room,  and  two  in  the  accident  ward,  which  has  been 
placed  temporarily  in  the  room  provided  for  the  drugstore,  on  the 
first  floor,  adjoining  the  outpatient  department. 

The  outpatient  department  was  occupied  on  April 

Outpatient      ^^^^   ^^^   ^^    service    there    advanced   steadily   and 

rapidly,  with  a  considerable  increase  over  the  corre- 
sponding months  in  1905,  as  shown  by  the  following  table: 

April  May  June  July  Auguat 

1906 6,889       7,716       8,247       9,537     10,475 

1905 5,606       6,127       6,196       7,417       7,144 

Increase 1,283       1,589       2,051       2,120       3,331 

In  August  the  daily  average  was  388,  and  5,193  of  the  calls  were  by 
new  patients. 

At  the  suggestion  of  one  of  our  visitors,  some  of  the  benches  in 
the  waiting  room  of  the  dispensary  have  been  arranged  nearer  the 

♦Entire  hospital  vacated  by  contractor  early  in  April  1907. 
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drug  window,  so  that  persons  awaiting  the  filling  of  prescriptions  can 
sit,  instead  of  standing,  as  had  been  their  practice.  On  Septem- 
ber 4th  55  men  and  women  were  seen  in  line  waiting  for  drugs.  There 
is  only  one  druggist.  The  Committee  has  suggested  that  additional 
prescription  clerks  be  furnished  to  serve  at  the  rush  hours,  and  also 
that  additional  benches  be  provided. 

The  benches  seat  only  80  altogether,  and  of  these  only  45  are  avail- 
able for  children.  On  September  4th  over  100  children  were  treated. 
As  nearly  all  of  the  patients  come  very  early,  there  is  not  room  for  all 
on  the  benches,  and  some  wait  outside. 

The  drug  service  could  be  facilitated  we  believe  by 
p        ."^         adopting  tiie  system  used  at  first-class  drug  stores 

having  a  large  custom,  where  coupons  numbered  in 
duplicate  are  provided,  the  original  being  attached  to  the  prescription. 
If  the  prescription  is  one  requiring  a  long  time  for  preparation,  the 
person  can  be  told  to  return  toward  the  end  of  an  hour,  and  present 
the  coupon,  or  a  worker  can  go  about  his  business  and  send  some  other 
member  of  the  family  with  the  coupon  to  get  the  drugs. 

Probably  the  most  notable  improvement  at  present 

Dormitories      ^q  j^^  observed  at  the  hospital  is  found  in  the  twelve 

or     en        sleeping  rooms,  which  with  a  bath  room  and  large 

sitting  room,  compose  the  quarters  of  twenty-four  of 
the  men  employees,  in  the  attic  of  the  new  wing.  The  sleeping  rooms 
are  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  each  room  holds  two  men,  and  the 
rooms  are  provided  respectively  with  two  beds,  a  wardrobe,  a  large 
dresser,  and  one  shelf.  The  sitting  room  has  several  windows  over- 
looking the  river,  and  is  used  in  common  by  the  clerks,  orderlies  and 
helpers,  who  can  smoke,  play  games  and  enjoy  the  roomy  chairs  and 
magazines  provided  by  the  hospital  authorities.  The  minimum  salary 
paid  to  the  men  in  this  dormitory  is  |20  per  month,  and  the  personnel 
of  this  force  of  employees  is  largely  German.  When  vacancies  occur, 
an  effort  is  made  to  secure  friends  of  those  already  employed.  This 
aids  greatly  to  keep  the  men  contented  and  steady.  , 

Nuts'      P  ^*  present  there  are  19  nurses  in  service,  of  whom 

9  stay  at  the  hospital  and  10  sleep  at  the  New  York 
City  Training  School  on  Blackwell's  Island. 
„      1X7    d  The  three  wards  of  the  new  wing  are  in  the  main 

satisfactory,  and  the  broad,  semicircular  balconies 
overlooking  the  river  afford  pleasant  lounging  places  for  convalescent 
patients.    Beds  are  now  placed  upon  them  from  time  to  time  during 
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the  day,  and  the  doctors  have  stated  their  pleasure  at  the  improvement 
observed  in  typhoid  patients  who  have  been  carried  out  on  the 
balconies. 

Awnings  have  been  provided  for  the  eastern  end  windows  of  the 
wards  and  these  shelter  the  balconies  in  part.  The  railings  of  the 
latter  have  not  been  extended  upward,  as  yet,  and  are  not  high  enough 
to  prevent  accident. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  upon  the  suite 
d*oldW     ^  ^^  rooms  opening  from  a  new  separate  hallway  con- 
necting with  the  operating  room.    The  remodeling  of 
the  rooms  adjoining  the  old  wards  is  still  under  way,  but  this  work 
does  not  show  satisfactory  progress,  and  few  workmen  have  been 
observed  in  them  when  our  visitor  was  present. 

During  renovation  of  the  operating  room,  a  new  auxiliary  operating 
room  on  the  first  floor  is  to  be  used. 

•       -  The  laundry  was  put  in  use  on  July  16th,  and  the 

electric  irons  and  other  equipment  are  said  to  be  satis- 
factory in  the  main. 

The  kitchen  was  opened  on  July  25th,  and  rooms  nearby  in  the  base- 
ment  are  used  as  dining  rooms  until  the  completion  of  the  slow  work 
of  reconstructing  the  dining  rooms  on  the  upper  floor. 

The  engine  and  boiler  rooms  are  gradually  assuming 
Engine  Room    g^^  appearance  of  order  after  two  years  of  chaos,  but 

*"  St  **"*^  ^  ^^^  ^®  ventilating  apparatus  has  not  been  com- 
pleted. This  is  especially  unfortunate  for  the  reason 
that  many  of  the  bath  rooms  have  only  artificial  ventilation  and 
their  use  is  unpleasant  and  can  hardly  be  safe.  During  the  hot 
weather  their  condition  was  almost  unbearable,  for  the  odors  from  the 
preceding  bath  linger  to  annoy  each  successive  bather,  and  with  the 
heat,  the  atmosphere  is  sickening. 

The  new  stable  building  has  been  in  use  since  April 
M   *  "*        1st,  and  is  in  a  much  more  convenient  situation  than 

the  old  stable.  The  wooden  slides  in  the  new  morgue 
have  been  replaced  with  sanitary  metal  slides,  but  its  elevator  has 
not  yet  been  completed.  With  the  exception  of  these  features,  the  new 
morgue  has  been  ready  for  occupancy  for  several  months,  but  the 
hospital  has  been  obliged  to  call  upon  the  City  Morgue  to  remove 
bodies.  At  first  the  bodies  were  placed  in  one  of  the  small  clothes 
rooms  between  the  elevators,  until  removal,  but  the  service  by  the  City 
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Morgue  has  been  very  rapid,  and  recently  the  bodies  have  been  retained 
in  the  wards  until  arrival  of  the  municipal  hearse. 

The  small  clothes  rooms  above  mentioned  are  cen- 
CI  th  trally  placed  on  each  floor,  and  are  well  lighted  and 

ventilated,  being  provided  with  open-work  metal  lock- 
ers to  receive  patients'  clothes  after  the  same  have  been  passed  through 
the  sterilizer  at  the  laundry  in  the  basement  of  the  old  wing.  We 
would  suggest  that  overhead  rods  and  hangers  be  supplied  for  patients' 
coats,  to  avoid  unnecessary  wrinkles  which  result  at  present  from  the 
folding  of  the  clothes  bundles, 
p.     p        ^  A  new  four-inch  standpipe,  with  new  hose  reels  and 

fire  hose  has  been  installed  in  the  old  wing,  as  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Hugh  Bonner,  when  an  advisory  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee. A  fire-alarm  system  and  a  watchman's  time-detector  system, 
both  also  recommended  by  Mr.  Bonner,  have  been  provided  for  by 
contract. 

HARLEM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  January  i8,  1887. 

Situation,  120th  Street  and  East  River. 

Number  of  buildings,  8. 

Number  of  beds,  47. 

Number  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  35. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  39. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department.    - 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staff  of  twelve  and  a  house  staff 

of  six  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  nurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

School. 

NEW  HOSPITAL. 

M  •     B  ildin         "^^^  ^^^  hospital  proper  can  now  be  equipped  and 

made  ready  for  occupation  as  soon  as  steam  and  elec- 
tricity shall  have  been  turned  on  to  warm  the  building  and  provide 
motive  power  for  the  elevators. 

In  view  of  the  probable  occupation  of  this  building  at  an  early 

*For  statistics,  see  page  135. 
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day,  brief  mention  may  be  made  of  its  main  features,  including  the 
six  large,  bright,  airy  wards,  operating  room  and  lavatories,  in  the 
upper  floors  of  the  wings  along  the  main  front,  facing  Lenox  Avenue 
between  136th  and  137th  Streets,  as  shown  in  the  picture  opposite 
page  22. 

The  outpatient  department,  drug  room,  accident  wards  and  examin- 
ing rooms  are  in  the  flrst  story  of  these  front  wings,  while  the  rear 
wing  contains  in  its  several  stories  the  reception  rooms  and  ofBce, 
quarters  for  the  staff,  nurses  and  administration,  the  central  kitchen, 
diet  kitchens,  ward  dining-rooms  and  isolation  rooms,  etc. 

Balconies  Broad,  iron  balconies,  opening  eastward  from  each 

ward,  have  been  constructed  under  a  separate  contract 
for  |5,720,  and  supplement  the  opportunities  for  open-air  treatment 
afforded  by  the  roof  gardens  upon  the  wings. 

The  building  shown  in  the  picture  opposite  page  43, 
Men's  Dormi-    contains  large,  well  lighted  and  ventilated  dormitories 
^'Ambulance''    ^^^  JXisle  employees,  on  the  upper  floors,  with  a  sep- 
Honse.         arate    dormitory    and    sitting    room    for   ambulance 
drivers.     The  ground  floor  is  occupied  by  the  am- 
bulance stable.    The  building  is  approaching  completion.     Between 
this  building  and  the  Power  House  a  cellar  for  storage  of  about 
350  tons  of  coal  is  under  construction,  at  a  cost  of  |6,222,  and  this 
additional  capacity  for  coal  should  prove  of  great  advantage  in  the 
economical  administration  of  the  hospital. 

The  larger  of  the  two  service  buildings,  shown  in 

Women's       yj^  picture  opposite  page  43,  contains  a  laundry  on 

loLvml^^'d    ^®  second  floor,  in  which  the  apparatus  has  been  in- 

Power  House,   s^^l^^^i  ^^^  is  practically  ready  for  use.    The  top  floor 

is  divided  into  a  large  number  of  bedrooms,  ea<:h 
to  hold  one,  two  or  three  women  employees,  with  toilet  rooms  and 
quarters  for  the  housekeeper.  These  rooms  are  large,  well  lighted, 
and  practically  every  room  has  a  ventilating  duct.  The  coved,  sani- 
tary base,  and  rounded  wall  angles,  will  permit  thorough  cleanliness 
to  be  enforced;  the  finish  of  the  woodwork  is  attractive,  and  the  ex- 
cellent housing  conditions  should  enable  the  hospital  to  secure  and 
retain  in  its  employ  a  high  grade  of  women. 

In  the  ground  floor  and  basement,  the  morgue,  fumigating  appa- 
ratus, lighting  machinery,  and  power  plant  have  not  been  brought 
so  near  completion,  although  most  of  the  large  apparatus  has  been 
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set  up.  Unless  vigorous  measures  are  taken,  the  steam  and  electricity 
required  for  the  main  building  will  not  be  ready  on  the  assigned  date, 
October  15th. 

The  general  contractor,  upon  being  pressed  to  complete  the  ele- 
vators in  the  main  buildings,  has  complained  that  motive  power  for 
their  test  is  lacking.  The  switch  board  of  the  main  building  pro- 
vides for  a  connection  with  the  street  circuits  for  both  light  and 
power,  and  the  Committee  has  suggested  the  advisability  of  complet- 
ing the  connections,  under  an  agreement  with  the  local  electric  com- 
pany to  furnish  such  current  as  may  be  required,  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  hospital  power  plant,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  in 
the  event  of  initial  or  subsequent  difficulties  in.  the  operation  of  the 
plant. 

The  Committee  believes  that  no  reluctance  upon  the  part  of  a  private 
company  to  furnish  current  temporarily  should  be  allowed  to  balk 
a  municipal  institution  in  forcing  the  company  to  serve  the  public 
as  need  may  arise,  at  a  fair  compensation. 

-,        .  In  laying  out  the  plans  for  the  grounds,  after  erec- 

tion of  the  buildings,  valuable  suggestions  were  offered 
by  Mr.  Samuel  Parsons,  Jr.,  who  has  kindly  acted  for  the  Visiting 
Committee  as  an  advisory  member  upon  landscape  architecture.  On 
August  15th,  a  contract  was  awarded  for  excavation,  sodding,  seeding, 
concrete,  plumbing,  iron  and  other  work  in  the  layout  of  the  grounds, 
paths,  sidewalks,  drives  and  fences  at  this  hospital. 

The  general  arrangement  of  the  hospital  buildings,  facing  a  wide 
avenue  in  front  and  enclosing  a  hollow  square  capable  of  more  or 
less  effective  treatment  as  a  small  private  park,  seems  to  the  Com- 
mittee an  excellent  plan  for  a  hospital  site. 

•       PEBSBNT   HOSPITAL. 

In  view  of  the  expectaucy  entertained  during  the  past  year  that 
the  new  hospital  will  be  occupied  in  1906,  few  repairs  or  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  old  building.  Early  in  the  year,  however, 
a  narrow  bridge  was  built  from  the  fire-escape  at  the  rear  of  the 
main  hospital  building  to  a  window  on  the  second  floor  of  the  annex, 
to  serve  as  a  fire-escape,  there  being  no  fire-escapes  on  the  annex. 

The  service  at  this  hospital  has  continued  to  be  very  exacting.  An 
increase  over  1905  has  been  noted  not  only  in  the  regular  hospital 
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service  but  also  in  the  ambulance  service  and  the  outpatient  depart- 
ment, as  shown  by  the  following  table  for  two  months : 

Ambulanoe           Visits  to  ^^**  *?  ^ 

calls.              Dispensary.  ^w^S^S^t^. 

June  and  July,  1906 1,175         10,715  4,817 

June  and  July,  1905 1,079           9,716  3,973 


Increase 96  999  844 


A  striking  subject  for  commentary  upon  the  failure 

Future  j^y  -^^^^  York  to  devise  and  execute  a  well  thought  out 

Ser^ce^^      plan  to  provide  hospitals  when  and  where  they  are 

needed,  is  afforded  by  the  fact  that  the  neighborhood 

of  the  old  Harlem  Hospital,  so  soon  to  be  abandoned  for  the  more 

central  site,  is  rapidly  developing  to  the  point  of  needing  an  emergency 

hospital  for  itself. 

The  Supervising  Nurse  of  Harlem  Hospital  has  sug- 

Kccp  gested  that  one  or  more  of  the  present  hospital  build- 

H    "t^       ^^^  ^  retained  as  an  emergency  hospital  to  serve 

the  rapidly  growing  population,  which  will  soon  reach 
600  persons  to  the  block  in  several  squares  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

The  Visiting  Ck)mmittee  favors  this  plan,  for  while  the  present  site 
is  not  absolutely  central,  even  for  this  tenement  population  along 
the  river,  nevertheless  the  hospital  has  a  decided  "  good-will "  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  could  be  used  advantageously  for  an  admission  sta- 
tion for  the  new  hospital,  and  to  care  for  many  minor  medical  and 
surgical  patients  who  could  receive  prompt  attention  and  be  saved  the 
relatively  long  trip  to  Lenox  Avenue  and  136th  street. 

The  Hospital  Committee  of  the  State  Charities  Aid 
F  '^^Lt'd.      Association  has  under  preparation  a  special  report 

upon  the  ambulance  service  of  New  York  City,  in 
the  course  of  which  a  recommendation  will  undoubtedly  be  made 
for  the  establishment  of  emergency  ambulance  stations  central  within 
congested  districts,  to  serve  Bellevue  and  other  hospitals.  We  believe 
that  an  excellent  opportunity  for  test  of  this  plan  is  presented  at 
the  present  Harlem  site,  which  is  known  to  the  public,  is  wired  for 
the  necessary  telephone  system,  and  requires  no  new  equipment  at 
the  outset. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  facilities,  is  the  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  having  an  ambulance  on  hand  to  make  transfers  to  and  from 
the  S.  S.  "  Brennan  "  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  upon  its 
landings  at  120th  street,  without  necessitating  a  special  ambulance 
service,  which  would  keep  an  ambulance  away  from  the  new  hospital 
a  large  part  of  the  time.  A  wagon  for  the  transfer  of  freight  could 
also  be  kept  at  the  station. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  during  the  construction  of  pavilions  A 
and  B  for  the  new  Bellevue  Hospital,  use  will  be  made  of  the  addi- 
tional capacity  afforded  by  the  new  Harlem  and  Fordham  Hospitals, 
for  transfers  from  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  the  "Brennan"  could  be 
used  to  advantage  for  most  of  the  transfers,  so  that  adequate  pro- 
vision for  receiving  patients  at  120th  street,  and  accomplishing  their 
transfer  promptly,  should  be  provided.  Indeed  the  new  hospitals 
will  attain  an  efScient  service  much  more  rapidly  if  they  are  filled 
from  the  very  start,  and  this  advantage  can  be  attained  concurrently 
with  the  relief  of  Bellevue,  by  transfers  from  Bellevue  to  them, 
if  they  do  not  fill  up  rapidly  with  patients  from  their  respective 
vicinities.  Transfers  will  have  to  be  made  to  the  hospitals  on  Black- 
well's  Island  also  much  more  frequently  from  the  enlarged  Allied 
Hospitals,  and  these  will  be  made,  we  suppose,  by  the  "  Brennan.'' 

Whatever  decision  may  be  adopted  upon  the  plan  suggested,  the 
Committee  takes  this  opportunity  to  commend  heartily  the  interest 
shown  by  the  Supervising  Nurse  in  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  and 
her  thoughtfulness  for  the  neighborhood  from  which  the  hospital  is 
so  soon  to  move.  It  is  pleasant  and  encouraging  to  find  the  local 
executive  officers  of  the  Department  looking  beyond  an  exacting  daily 
routine  to  the  broader  needs  of  the  hospital  service. 

FORDHAM  HOSPITAL.* 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Opened  April  ii,  1892. 

Situation,  Aqueduct  Avenue,  near  190th  Street,  in  the  Borough  of  the 

Bronx. 
Size  of  grounds,  about  25^  acres. 
Number  of  buildings,  6. 
Number  of  beds,  56. 
Niunber  of  officers  and  employees,  28. 

*For  BtatiBtics,  see  pace  134. 
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Number  of  patients  October  z,  1906,  57. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Supervising  Nurse  under  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Department. 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Medical  Board  of  ten  and  a  house  staff 

of  four  ph3rsicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  niurses  from  the  New  York  City  Training 

SchooL 

ADMINISTBATION. 

We  are  informed  that  eflforts  have  been  made,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  accomplish  transfers  to  Bellevue  Hospital  via  Harlem  Hospital 
in  sufScient  numbers  to  keep  a  few  beds  vacant  at  Fordham  for 
emergency  purposes.  In  spite  of  this,  stretchers  have  been  used  fre- 
quently to  increase  the  capacity  temporarily.  On  the  occasion  of  a 
visit  on  February  28, 1906,  by  a  member  of  this  Committee,  the  census 
was  in  excess  of  the  capacity  and  stretchers  were  said  to  be  in  use 
at  night.  Complaint  was  made  by  the  Coroner  a  few  days  later 
that  a  man  having  a  fractured  skull  was  transferred  to  Bellevue  early 
in  March.  As  the  fracture  was  not  discovered  by  the  Coroner,  we 
have  learned  upon  inquiry,  but  by  a  member  of  the  Bellevue  staff 
after  the  Coroner's  examination  was  completed,  the  obscurity  of  the 
cause  of  death  is  evident,  and  we  do  not  feel  that  the  case  warranted 
the  unpleasant  publicity  it  received. 

An  officer  of  the  Visiting  Committee  attended  the  Coroner's  inquest, 
and  the  testimony  given  by  the  members  of  the  Fordham  and  Harlem 
house  staff,  subpoenaed  by  the  Coroner,  impressed  the  representative 
of  the  Committee  with  the  desirability  of  having  present  at  such 
inquests  a  representative  of  the  Trustees,  familiar  with  the  general 
administration  of  the  Department,  and  prepared  to  testify,  or  ask 
the  witnesses  questions  calculated  to  inform  the  Coroner  and  the  public 
as  to  the  conditions  which  necessitate  transfers,  and  under  which 
autopsies  and  other  administrative  acts  are  performed. 

There  is  general  ignorance  upon  the  part  of  the  public,  on  this 
subject,  and  a  wise  executive  officer  might  have  been  able  to  counteract 
the  very  unfavorable  impression  produced  in  the  instance  quoted. 

The   Committee   has   recommended   that   an   early 

Examining      application  be  made  for  establishment  at  the  new 
Physician.  .      . 

Fordham  Hospital  of  the  position  of  examining  physi- 
cian, to  serve  daily  during  the  eight  hours  of  maximum  service;  to 
go  out  with  the  first  call  of  the  ambulance;  and  upon  his  return,  to 


■ — I 


47 

examine  personally  all  patients  that  may  have  been  brought  in  on 
second  or  subsequent  call©  during  his  absence. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  time  has  come  to  send  upon  am- 
bulance calls  some  one  better  qualified  for  diagnosis  than  the  interne 
in  his  first  year  of  service.  The  need  seems  to  be  for  an  examiner 
skilled  in  diagnosis  and  first  aid  to  the  injured  rather  than  a  practi- 
tioner of  long  standing,  or  a  student  of  hi^  academic  ability. 

In  a  large  city  there  is  almost  daily  a  number  of 

Ci^R^rds    P^^^'^®  ^^^  sustain  serious  falls  which  may  leave 

them  confused  but  able  to  walk  home  with  or  with- 
out assistance.  A  diagnosis  of  alcoholism  is  often  made  by  the  am- 
bulance surgeon  after  an  examination,  as  a  result  of  the  stimulants  with 
which  such  persons  have  almost  invariably  been  plied  by  those  com- 
ing to  their  aid.  Serious  results  of  the  fall  may  develop  afterwards 
and  when  another  ambulance  surgeon  is  called  he  may  attend  the 
patient  without  knowledge  of  the  previous  attendance  of  the  other 
surgeon  or  the  important  fact»  of  the  case  and  may  or  may  not 
take  him  to  a  hospital.  A  striking  example  of  this  is  the  case  of 
Thomas  Cochrane.  At  the  above  noted  inquest  upon  him  it  was 
developed  that  he  had  been  thrown  from  a  wagon  and  attended  by  a 
Fordham  ambulance  surgeon,  who  learned  of  his  fall.  The  patient 
walked  away  and  the  next  day  when  he  was  brought  to  Fordham 
Hospital  from  a  hay-mow  by  another  Fordham  ambulance  surgeon 
the  latter  knew  nothing  of  the  preceding  circumstances  and  made  a 
diagnosis  of  alcoholism  accordingly. 

In  order  to  provide  that  as  far  as  possible  the  ambulance  surgeon 
may  be  informed  of  circumstances  of  such  serious  import  to  the 
patient,  and  to  provide  for  the  keeping  of  important  information 
in  other  cases  less  serious  than  the  fracture  of  the  skull  the  Com- 
mittee has  suggested  the  advisability  of  having  in  Bellevue  Hospital 
a  central  record  room  for  reports  of  ambulance  calls,  to  which  at  least 
the  ambulance  surgeons  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  and  per- 
haps those  of  other  hospitals  should  daily  foi*ward  a  brief  record  of 
the  circumstances  of  all  cases  in  which  a  person  was  attended  by  an 
ambulance  surgeon,  but  not  taken  to  a  hospital.  In  such  a  record 
room  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  filing  clerk  as  each  new  record  is 
received  to  discover  if  there  are  any  past  records  of  the  same  patient, 
and  if  so,  to  place  the  attending  physician  in  possession  of  the  facts 
immediately. 
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PBBSBNT  HOSPITAL. 


,  In  the  waiting  room  of  the  administration  building, 

d^N^^L      ^  plaster  ceiling  about  to  fall  was  replaced  early  in 

the  year  covered  by  this  report,  with  a  steel  ceiling, 

but  with  this  exception  practically  no  improvements  or  repairs  have 

been  made. 

Even  a  patch  of  plaster,  several  feet  square,  in  the  ceiling  of  the 
dispensary  waiting  room  has  been  left  unpainted  for  over  a  year, 
contrasting  disagreeably  with  the  green  color  of  the  surrounding  ceil- 
ing. The  floor  of  the  operating  room  just  above  this  waiting  room, 
from  which  the  leakage  of  blood  and  water  had  caused  the  damage 
for  which  the  above-noted  repair  was  made,  has  also  been  left  in  its 
rough,  unsanitary  condition. 

NEW  HOSPITAL. 

The  general   features  of  the  new   hospital   plant 

Buildmgs       opposite  Bronx  Park,  at  the  junction  of  Crotona  Ave- 

Com*rd^n      ^^^  ^^^  ^^  Southern  Boulevard,  near  Pelham  Avenue, 

have  been  described  and  illustrated  in  the  reports  of 
this  Committee  for  the  years  1904  and  1905,  to  which  reference  may 
be  made  for  information  concerning  the  plan  of  the  hospital. 

At  the  date  of  the  present  report,  the  Nurse©'  Home,  and  the 
building  containing  the  ambulance  house,  morgue,  stable,  and  com- 
fortable rooms  for  men  employees,  are  nearly  ready  for  occupancy. 
So  also  are  the  power  house  and  the  adjoining  building  containing 
a  laundry  and  having  on  its  two  upper  floors  a  large  number  of 
well-lighted  rooms  for  women  employees. 

It  would  seem  that  by  January  1,  1907,  all  the 
The  Main  buildings  should  be  ready  to  receive  their  equipment, 
Bi^(^  if  an  adequate  force  of  workmen  is  employed  by  the 

contractors  upon  the  main  building,  unless  difficulties 
of  construction  are  present  which  have  not  appeared  to  our  visitors. 
The  wooden  floors  of  the  large  wards  are  ready  to  be  finished, 
painting  of  walls  and  trim  is  under  way,  the  equipment  of  the 
kitchen  is  being  installed  and  much  of  the  heavy  plumbing  is  in 
place.  The  occupation  of  this  hospital  should  place  "The  Bronx'' 
in  possession  of  a  general  hospital  ample  for  local  needs  during 
several  years. 
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Grounds  ^^^®  extra  drainage  syBtem  is  practically  completed^ 

and  seems  to  carry  oflf  properly  the  water  from  the 
higher  ground  surrounding  the  hospital.  The  pond  on  the  adjoining 
property  of  St.  John's  College,  ,to  the  North,  has  recently  been  emptied 
but  has  not  dried  out  yet,  and  is  a  breeding  place  for  mosquitoes. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Bronx  Park  authorities  and 
those  of  St.  John's  College  can  be  secured  in  eliminating  from  this 
neighborhood  all  stagnant  pools,  long  grass,  and  other  homes  for 
mosquitoes.  We  trust  that  a  complete  equipment  of  fly  screens  will 
be  provided  for  all  windows  and  doors  of  the  several  hospital 
buildings. 

Some  filling  in  of  the  hospital  grounds  has  been  done  already 
by  the  general  contractors  for  the  hospital,  and  bids  will  be 
opened  soon  for  the  laying  out  of  the  grounds,  roads  and  path», 
shrubbery,  etc. 


PART   II.— DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES.* 

BOROUGHS  OF  MANHATTAN  AND  THE  BRONX. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  Pier  East  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

Children's  Bureau,  66  Third  Ave.,  Manhattan. 

City  Hospital,  Blaekwell's  Island. 

N.  Y.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  BlackwelPs  Island. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island. 

Children's  Hospital,  Randall's  Island. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Randall's  Island. 

Custodial  Asylum,  Randall's  Island. 

Municipal  Lodeing  House,  398  First  Ave.,  Manhattan. 

Steamboats  and  IK>cks,  Office,  Engineering  Dept.  Pier  E.  26th  St.,  Manhattan. 

BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  327  Schermerhom  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Children's  Bureau,  327   Schermerhom   Street,   Brooklyn. 

Kings  County  Hospital — Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Training  School  for  Nurses,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 

N.  Y.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Diy.,  Clarkson  Street. 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  109  Cumberland  Street. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital,  113  Bradford  Street. 

Coney  Island  Reception  Hospital,  Surf  Ave.,  near  Ocean  Ayenue. 

BOROUGH  OP  RICHMOND. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults,  Richmond  Building,  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony,  near  Castleton  Corners,  Staten  Island. 


*For  statifltics,  see  pages  136-143. 
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CHANGB   OF   ADMINISTRATION. 

At  the  end  of  another  brief  period  of  two  years^  the  Visiting 
Committee  has  to  record  the  appointment  of  another  Commissioner 
of  Public  Charities^  this  time  an  expert,  and  one  for  whom  the  Com- 
mittee can  cheerfully  wish  a  long  term  in  oiBce,  during  ^ich  to 
serve  the  City  in  pursuance  of  the  standard  set  by  him  in  the  last 
nine  months. 

Upon  January  1, 1906,  Mayor  McClellan  appointed  as  Commissioner, 
Bobert  W.  Hebberd,  who  had  filled  very  successfully  the  position  of 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  for  over  nine  years,  and 
whose  early  training  was  obtained  in  the  Charity  Organization  Society 
of  New  York,  where  he  served  in  the  varied  capacities  of  district 
agent,  mendicancy  officer.  Superintendent  of  district  a^nts,  and  later 
as  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  district  work,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mrs.  Josephine  Shaw  Lowell. 

Early  In  this  connection,  we  quote  from  an  account  of  his 

Experience,  early  work,  given  in  "Charities''  shortly  after  his 
appointment  to  the  Commissionership,  as  follows: 

"  His  inve&tigations  of  fraudulent  appeals  and  mismanaged  charities 
were  thorough  and  unsparing,  and  after  ten  years  still  form  the 
basis  of  many  of  the  reports  which  the  Charity  Organization  Society 
sends  to  its  members. 

"Mr.  Hebberd  had  an  important  part  in  devising  the  system  of 
records  introduced  in  the  Society's  registration  bureau  in  1890  and 
in  the  plans  for  the  application  bureau,  the  investigating  department 
and  the  woodyard,  and  for  the  care  of  homeless  men,  both  by  the 
Society  and  later  in  the  Municipal  Lodging  House,  which  ia  under 
the  control  of  the  department  of  which  he  is  now  commissioner.  As 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  vagrancy,  Mr.  Hebberd  aided  in 
securing  the  abolition  of  the  old  police  station  lodging  houses  and 
in  obtaining  an  appropriation  for  a  decent  lodging  house  on  the 
present  plan.  As  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  Society  he  gained, 
of  course,  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  the  hospitals  and 
other  institutions  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  and  with 
the  general  conditions  of  dependence  in  the  metropolis." 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  census  of  the  Depart- 

Dc^a^cnt     ™^*  ^^  Public  Charities  comprises  10,272  patients, 

inmates  and  employees,  for  whose  maintenance  over  two 
million  dollars  are  being  expended  this  year.  About  four  million 
dollars  more  have  been  appropriated  for  the  support,  in  private  hos- 
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pitals  and  institutions  other  than  those  in  the  Department,  of  patients 
and  children  to  the  average  number  of  about  twenty-four  thousand. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities  i«  directly  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  Department  and  alcK)  for  sending  proper 
cases  to  private  institutions. 

A«  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities,  Mr.  Hebberd  assumed  a 
position  with  much  larger  executive  responsibilities  than  any  before 
held  by  him,  and  the  Committee  testifies  gladly  to  the  ability  with 
which  he  has  met  the  increased  demands. 

Rigorous  As  early  as  April  19,  1906,  the  Visiting  Committee 

Standards.      had  occasion  to  make,  in  a  letter  to  Commissioner 
Hebberd,  the  following  comment : 

''The  ofScials  and  employees  seem  to  recognize  that  the  call  for 
prompt  submission  of  their  reports  for  the  year  1905,  and  your  early 
personal  inspection  of  their  institutions,N  indicate  a  more  rigorous 
standard  of  adminisitration,  while  the  Mayor's  request  for  an  estimate 
of  permanent  improvements  to  be  accomplished  during  a  period  cover- 
ing several  years,  has  led  them  to  anticipate  unusual  encouragement 
in  the  betterment  of  their  institutions.  They  evidently  have  a  feeling 
of  enhanced  responsibility  to  the  Central  Office,  and  of  strong  support 
from  it.  Our  visitors  have  reported  the  accomplishment,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  and  principally  since  January  1,  1906,  of  many  of  Ihe 
improvements  recommended  in  former  letters  of  the  Committee,  and 
we  feel  encouraged  to  believe  that  our  reports  are  found  serviceable.'' 

Executive  The  Visiting  Committee  has  indicated  the  readiness 

Traits.  of  the  Commissioner  to  receive  and  weigh  suggestions, 
and  to  adopt  those  which  prove  valuable. 

This  continues  to  be  the  characteristic  of  his  administration,  and 
is  accompanied  by  an  evident  feeling  of  responsibility  for  seeing  con- 
ditions at  first  hand,  and  for  giving  ready  access  to  patients,  inmates 
and  employees,  in  order  to  learn  their  point  of  view.  He  has  exhibited 
a  degree  of  enthusiasm  and  tireless  energy  whidi  have  given  a  new 
impetus  to  work  in  every  branch  of  the  Department. 

He  has  a  very  obvious  appreciation  of  the  value  of  s-ystem,  mani- 
fested by  insistence  upon  exactness  in  records,  and  the  provision  of 
modem  record  systems.  A  keen  regard  for  pecuniary  responsibilities 
has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  notably  by  a  recent  request  for  funds 
to  permit  the  appointment  of  clerks  under  bondis,  and  with  adequate 
salaries,  to  care  for  the  property  of  patients  and  inmates  at  the 
resi)ective  institutions. 
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A  determination  to  use  the  means  at  hand  has  not 

Fot  Eq^ment.  ^^^^^^^"^  ^^^  jndicions  condemnation  to  the  junk- 
I  heap  of  encumbrances,  when  that  course  is  indicated. 

It  is  a  source  of  real  pleasure  to  see  the  '^  temporary ''  wooden 
payilions  of  the  Olvil  War  period  disappear  and  to  hear  that  eren 
the  brick  buildings  for  which  the  Committee  has  helped  to  win  many 
a  valiant  fight  are  not  regarded  in  the  same  permanent  class  as  the 
solid  and  worthy  stone  structure  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  that  there- 
fore the  latter  must  be  the  standard  for  future  attainment. 

No  wonder  that  in  place  of  the  old  browbeating 
a^  Hauf      tactics  in  the  City  Hall,  we  heard  the  Comptroller  say 

this  year — "  We  can't  starve  these  patients.  They  are 
in  our  charge  and  must  be  fed;''  while  on  the  same  day,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  said  to  its  Committee  on  Finance, — 
^'  Gentlemen,  I  think  that  I  can  say  for  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Apportionment  that  it  is  well  pleased  with  the  administration  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  and  you  should  give  the  Com- 
missioner {150,000  in  Special  Revenue  Bonds  to  prevent  a  deficit  in 
the  supply  account" 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Committee  notes  the  completion,  prior  to  October  1,  1906,  of 
the  following  buildings  and  permanent  improvements  for  which  con- 
tracts were  awarded  on  the  dates  cited : 

Borough  of  Manhattan. 

blackwell's  island. 
At  the  City  Hospital :  Date  of  Award. 

A  new  boiler,  at  old  power  house June    1,  1906. 

An  additional  story  for  the  morgue  and  patho- 
logical laboratory June    6,  1905. 

A  new  power  house,  and  a  coal  shed June    9,  1905. 

Three  temporary  or  emergency  pavilions Aug.  24,  1905. 

At  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm : 

Metal  ceilings  in  four  hospital^  and  two  blind 

ward  buildings April  12,  1906. 

Reconstruction  of  enclosed  balconies,  first  tier, 

male  and  female  barracks May   17,  1906. 

New  cement  fioor  in  "  Klondike  "  building May   19,  1906. 

Alterations  and  repairs  to  fire  station June  18,  1906. 
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At  Uie  Metropolitan  Hospital :  ^^^  ^,  ^^^^^ 

Four  temporary  or  emergency  pavilions Aug.  24,  1905. 

At  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary: 

Two  tents Jan.   23,  1905. 

Metal    ceilings    in    dormitories    for    men    and 

women April   9,  1906. 

New  window  sashes  and  frames  in  dormitory  for 

women April  25,  1906. 

Corridor  in  rear  of  tents  for  men May   19,  1906. 

bandall's  island. 

At  the  New  York  City  Children's  Hospitals  and 
Schools : 

Shields  on  radiators May  22,  1905. 

A  crematory  for  garbage,  dressings,  etc July  15,  1905. 

New  roof  on  Infant's  Hospital May   11,  1906. 

Borough  of  Brooklyn. 

At  Kings  County  Hospital : 

An  isolation  pavilion June  15,  1905. 

Benovation  of  drug  building July  27,  1905. 

A  new  coal  shed Aug.  18,  1905. 

A  porch  upon  Nurses'  Home Aug.  29,  1905. 

Benovation  of  building  for  use  as  children's  hos- 
pital    Dec.   28,  1905. 

At  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (B.  D.) : 

Metal  ceilings  in  women's  dormitory July  25,  1905. 

At  Cumberland  Street  Hospital : 

A  new  gateway May  12,  1905. 

A  roof  garden Aug.  17,  1905. 

Fireproof  ceiling  over  boiler  pit Feb.  14,  1906. 

Metal  ceilings  throughout  hospital May  2,  1906. 

At  Coney  Island  Beception  Hospital : 

An  addition  to  tent  for  children 1906. 
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Among  other  contracts  awarded  during  the  period  from  October 
1,  1905,  to  October  1,  1906,  for  stractaral  improvements  uncompleted 
at  this  date,  the  following  are  worthy  of  mention : 

Borough  of  Manhattan. 

At  the  City  Hospital :  Date  of  Award. 

New  dormitory  for  women  employees May   24,  1906. 

One  spiral  fire-escape  on  the  men's  wing Sept.  22,  1906. 

At  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary : 

Two  spiral  fire-escapes  at  men's  building Sept.  22,  1906. 

New  York  City  Children'^  Hospitals  and  Schools : 

New  sash  and  glass  in  Infant's  Hospital May     2,  1906. 

Bemodeling  of  dormitory  for  men  employees,  and 
additional  wing June  26,  1906. 

Municipal  Lodging  House : 

New  Lodging  House  on  East  25th  Street Dec.   12,  1905. 

Borough  of  Richmond. 

At  the  Farm  Colony : 

Bemoval  of  old,  and  installing  new,  fire-escapes 
at  cottages .' Aug.  17,  1906. 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  "  Sea  View  " : 

Contract  for  plans.  (These  plans  have  been  com- 
pleted and  the  contract  for  the  hospital  will 
soon  be  advertised) Nov.   11,  1905. 
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The  Department  has  completed  the  transaction  for 
***'•        purchase  of  the  "Schmidt  Farm"  site  for  the  new 
Tuberculosis  Hospital  on  Staten  Island,  by  payment  of  the  purchase 
price,  115,000,  on  December  13, 1905. 

The  purchase  of  the  site  opposite  Linton  Park,  Brooklyn,  for  the 
new  East  New  York  (Bradford  Street)  Hospital,  has  also  been  com- 
pleted by  payment  on  January  24,  1906,  of  the  purchase  price, 
f36,100. 
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GENBBAL   AND  SPECIAL  APPROPRIATIONS   FOB   BUILDINGS. 

On  November  8, 1905,  ss  mentioned  briefly  in  a  note 

Appropriations.  ^*  ^^^  ^^^*  ^^  P^*^  ^^  ^'  ^^^  ^^®^  report,  an  issue 

of  corporate  stock  to  the  amount  of  {115,000  was 

approved  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  the  new  Municipal  Lodging 
House. 

On  November  10,  1905,  an  additional  appropriation  of  {800,000  was 
approved  for  the  building  of  the  new  "  Sea  View  "  Tuberculosis  Hos- 
pital on  Staten  Island,  making  {1,000,000  immediately  available  for  this 
institution,  to  complete  which  the  city  is  committed  to  the  expenditure 
of  another  {1,000,000. 

By  far  the  most  important  appropriation  of  the 
Nearly  a  MiUion  current    year,    however,    and    of    any    recent    year, 

Buildin  ^Smd.  ^^®  Constituted  by  the  issue  of  corporate  stock  to 

the  amount  of  {968,000,  made  available  on  August 
10, 1906,  by  the  approval  of  Acting  Mayor  McGowan,  after  a  campaign 
which  is  detailed  on  pages  13  to  15  of  this  report. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Department  of  Finance 
Items  of        cited  the  items  set  forth  in  the  following  schedule 

E    "^^^ttiTM     ^  ^^  ^^®  opinion  the  most  "urgent  and  necessary" 

among  those  comprised  in  a  larger  list  for  which 
Commissioner  Hebberd  had  requested  an  appropriation  of  {1,593,000, 
all  of  which  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Engineer,  "add  to  the 
efSciency  of  the  Department,"  but  not  all .  of  which  were  deemed 
by  him  urgently  necessary  at  the  time  of  his  report. 

SCHEDULE. 

Enlargement  of  City  Hospital,  BlackwelPs  Island $175,000  00 

Enlargement  of  Metropolitan  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island 300,000  00 

Improvements  required  at  City  Home,  Blackweirs  Island 165,000  00 

Additional  water  towers,   Children's  Hospitals   and   Schools,   Ran- 
dall's   Island    V 42,000  00 

Fumigating  plant,  New  Municipal  Lodging  House,  Manhattan 25,000  00 

New  morgue,  Kings  County  Hospital,  Brooklyn 40,000  00 

Additional  boilers.  Kings  County  Hospital 26,000  00 

Fireproof    stairway    and    elevator.  Home    for    Aged    and    Infirm, 

Flatbush,    Brooklyn    30,000  00 

Additional  buildings.  Coney  Island  Hospital 100,000  00 

Erection  of  a  stable  and  installation  of  a  suitable  heating  plant  and 
modem  plumbing  in  Department  Office,   No.   327    Schermerhom 

Street,    Brooklyn 40,000  00 

Helpers'  dormitory.  New  York  City  Farm  Colony,  Borough  of  Rich- 
mond       25,000  00 

Total $968,000  00 
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,  .     ,       The   above   appropriation    is    nearly    double   that 
SpJirScsT  (»^94>200)    for  similar  purposes  approved  on  April 

10^  1905^  and  it  has  an  enhanced  value  for  Commis- 
sioner Hebberd  in  the  first  year  of  his  administration  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  applicable  to  general  purposes  of  permanent  improvement 
in  the  Department 

The  Committee  approves  heartily  the  efforts  now 
Acco^*^  making  by  the  Department  of  Finance,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  Citizens'  Union,  to  secure  closer  esti- 
mation and  accounting  by  Departmental  authorities.  For  many  years 
the  Visiting  Committee  has  published  detailed  analyses  of  Depart- 
mental estimates  for  corporate  stock  and  for  ruiining  expenses,  in 
the  form  of  printed  pamphlets.  These  pamphlets  make  available  to 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  the  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience gained  by  members  and  ofScers  of  the  Committee  in  their 
visitation  of  institutions  in  the  Departments  of  Public  Charities  and 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals.  The  analyses  also  afford  sufficient 
evidence  to  those  familiar  with  them  of  the  sympathy  felt  by  the 
Committee  with  the  movement  for  greater  detail  and  publicity  in 
accounting  for  the  expenditure  of  public  funds. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  emphasize,  however,  the 
Increased  f^ct  that  no  ironclad  system  will  take  the  place  of 
„      .  .  far-sighted  and  accurate  planning  by  an  executive 

whose  tenure  of  service  is  reasonably  assured  on  the 
basis  of  experience,  activity  and  devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  position. 
The  differing  personal  equation  of  four  Commissioners  within  seven 
years  must  obviously  interrupt  the  continuity  of  plan  for  a  consistent 
and  thorough  development  of  the  Department,  institution  by  institu- 
tion and  building  by  building,  during  a  period  of  say  twenty  years, 
not  too  long  a  time  for  its  thorough  reformation. 

Each  new  Commissioner  requires  a  little  time  and 
Abilitv  A**^T   t  ®^"^®  unassigned  funds  for  improvements  until  he  can 

judge  wisely  of  the  comparative  importance  of  the 
different  needs  of  the  Department.  We  are  glad  that  in  his  first 
year  Commissioner  Hebberd  has  at  his  disposal  nearly  a  million  dol- 
lars which  is  not  apportioned  for  specific  buildings,  and  it  will  be 
a  source  of  still  greater  pleasure  if  he  shall  be  given  the  remainder 
of  the  112,157,000  for  which  he  has  asked,  and  shall  be  allowed  to 
stay  and  spend  the  money  as  long  as  he  evidences  capability  to  plan, 
and  determination  to  execute,  broad  policies  of  development. 
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Commissioner  Hebberd  has  already  availed  of  the 
New  Buil^  8    opportunity  afforded  by  approval  of  the  f968,000,  to 

have  the  architects  prepare  preliminary  sketches  of 
plane  for  a  storehouse  and  service  building,  and  two  cottages,  for 
the  Superintendent  and  members  of  the  staff  respectively,  all  at  the 
City  Hospital;  for  an  operating  pavilion,  two  recreation  pavilions 
and  two  bathhouse  and  storage  buildings,  all  at  the  City  Home  on 
Blackwell's  Island;  for  a  new  Nurses'  Home  and  an  additional  wing 
on  the  present  Nurses'  Home,  at  the  Metropolitan  Hospital;  for  ad- 
ditional water  towers  at  the  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools,  on 
Randall's  Island;  for  wiring  all  the  buildings  of  the  Department, 
on  Blackwell's  and  Randall's  Islands,  preparatory  to  lighting  them 
by  electricity;  for  a  fireproof  stairway,  landings  and  elevator  shaft 
at  the  City  Home,  Brooklyn  Division;  for  remodeling  the  Central 
OfBce  building,  on  Schermerhorn  Street,  Brooklyn;  and  for  the  new 
Coney  Island  Hospital. 

Copies  of  these  preliminary  sketches  have  been  sent 
^*p^^        to  the  Visiting  Committee,  or  an  opportunity  given 

for  their  examination;  all  suggestions  made  by  the 
Committee  have  received  courteous  attention,  and  some  have  been 
found  worthy  of  embodiment  in  revised  sketches;  and  Commissioner 
Hebberd  has  invited  the  Visiting  Committee  to  send  representatives 
to  the  meetings  for  final  consideration  of  plans  at  the  architect's 
o£9ce,  where  the  Commissioner  will  confer  with  the  architect.  Super- 
intendent of  the  institution  for  which  the  building  is  planned,  a 
representative  of  the  Medical  Board  of  the  institution,  and  such 
other  advisers  as  may  be  deemed  qualified  to  comment  upon  the  prob- 
lems involved. 

SUPPLIES. 

D  fi  "t.  ^^^  nearly  three  years  there  has  been  a  steadily 

increasing  deficit  in  the  item  of  Supplies  and  Con- 
tingencies, owing  to  the  cut  made  each  year  in  this  item  of  the 
Budget.  For  1904,  the  amount  given  to  Commissioner  TuUy,  upon 
the  estimate  presented  by  Commissioner  Folks,  was  (1,081,667.92,  and 
the  insuflSciency  of  this  provision  was  acknowledged  by  the  grant 
upon  March  28,  1905,  of  a  deficiency  appropriation  of  (25,000  in 
special  revenue  bonds. 
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For  1906,  the  amount  allowed  was  f  1,131,984.66  (a  cut  of  fl21,- 
881.69),  and  for  that  year  Commissioner  TuUy  asked  for  a  deficiency 
appropriation  of  f  120,000,  of  which  the  full  amount  was  allowed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  only  f  50,000  was  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  (December  22,  1905). 

In  disregard  of  the  experience  of  the  preyious  two  years,  the 
allowance  for  1906  was  only  $1,176,984.66,  a  cut  of  f  101,856.60  from 
the  amount  estimated  as  necessary. 

On  July  6,  1906,  Commissioner  Hebberd  asked  for 
Re  c  u    B    da.  ^   deficiency   appropriation   of  f 203,367.75   to    meet 

prospective    deficiencies    in    the    following    accounts 
for  1906 : 

Supplies  and  contingencies f  198,900  24 

Clothing  for  epileptics  for  Craig  Colony 1,355  55 

Donations  for  Qrand  Army  veterans 3,111  96 


Total 1203,367  75 


A  resolution  for  the  appropriation  of  special  revenue  bon^  to  the 
above  amount  is  now  pending  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  is  to  give  a 
hearing  on  October  1, 1906,  when  Commissioner  Hebberd  will  urge  the 
adoption  of  a  favorable  report  The  Visiting  Committee  also  will  be 
represented  at  the  hearing,  in  support  of  the  resolution.* 

Little  change  has  been  noted  in  the  specifications 
d*D  w***^.***    under  which  contracts  have  been  awarded  for  supplies 

during  the  past  year,  the  forms  adopted  in  1903  being 
still  in  use,  with  but  slight  modification. 

The  quality  of  supplies,  with  occasional  exceptions, 
O^H^       has  been  good,  according  to  the  reports  received  by 

our  visitors,  and  there  has  been  a  very  evident  pur- 
pose to  enforce  responsibility  upon  heads  of  institutions  when,  through 
their  fault,  supplies  have  been  spoiled  or  insulBScient.  The  Com- 
mittee believes  that  there  is  still  need  to  insist  that  all  officials, 


r*  *As  a  result  of  the  hearing,  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Finance  recommended  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance 
for  the  issue  of  special  revenue  bonds  to  the  amount  <rf  $150,000,  and  ttds  was  passed  unanimously 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  October  2,  1906.  Of  this  amount,  tiie  issue  of  bonds  aggregatiiic 
$138,812,94  has  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  the  Mayor. 
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even  in  subordinate  positions  of  a  supervisory  character,  shall  press 
their  requisitions  vigorously  and  frequently. 

Increased    attention    is    being    given    to   dietaries 
Ad^uate       throughout  the  Department,  both  as  to  quantity  and 

quality,  and  as  above  noted,  no  hesitation  is  shown 
in  requesting  additional  appropriations  to  avoid  a  cut  in  the  estab- 
lished dietaries  when  the  Budget  appropriation  proves  inadequate  in 
spite  of  economical  use  of  supplies.  It  is  recognized  that  as  proper 
nutrition  aids  the  cure  of  patients  and  insures  the  health  of  inmates, 
adequate  dletari^  are  sound  economy.  Economy  in  the  ordiering  and 
use  of  supplies  is  being  secured  by  appointing  dietitians  in  additional 
institutions,  and  the  appointment  of  a  confidential  food  inspector. 

A  male  dietitian  was  appointed  on  June  1,  1906, 
C  ^tad^ffi^*^  ^^^  stationed  at  the  principal  oflSce  of  the  Depart- 
ment on  the  Twenty-sixth  Street  Pier,  Manhattan.  He 
is  directly  responsible  to  the  Departmental  Dietitian,  his  duties  being 
to  inspect  all  food  supplies  except  meats,  fi^h  and  poultry,  and  to  see 
that  they  are  properly  received  at  the  pier,  and  loadied  on  the  boats 
for  distribution  to  the  various  institutions. 

T   tin    Rd  ^^  February,  1906,  a  room  was  built  at  the  eastern 

end  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Street  Pier  to  serve  as  a 
laboratory  for  the  testing  of  foods  by  the  male  dietitian,  and  also  for 
candling  of  eggs,  which  has  been  done  by  men  sent  for  that  purpose 
by  the  contractor. 

At  times  during  the  year  covered  by  this  report  our  visitors  have 
reported  that  many  spoiled  eggs  have  had  to  be  discarded  at  certain 
institutions,  and  we  are  glad  to  note  an  improvement  in  this  respect 
during  the  month  of  September,  in  which  special  attention  has  been 
given  the  matter  by  the  male  dietitian. 

The  purpose  of  this  test  of  eggs  being  to  ascertain  the  quality 
of  the  eggs  before  their  distribution,  it  has  seemed  that  this  test  should 
be  entrusted  to  a  Departmental  inspector,  rather  than  to  allow  the 
contractor  to  pass  upon  the  eggs  furnished  by  him:  accordingly  it 
is  proposed  that  an  expert  man  or  woman  shall  be  detailed  by  the 
Department  to  have  this  work  in  charge,  as  obviously,  with  their 
other  work,  neither  the  dietitian  nor  the  inspector  of  food  supplies 
has  time  to  candle  all  the  eggs  that  are  used  by  the  Department. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 


On  April  1,  1906,  Bichard  G.  Baker  was  appointed 

First  Deputy    j,.^^  j.  Commissioner  of  the  Department  in 

Commissioner*  r    v  r 

place  of  James  E.  Dougherty,  who  had  resigned.    Mr. 

Baker  came  to  this  office  from  the  position  of  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioner, to  which  Mr.  Frank  Eunzman  was  appointed  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  Mr.  Baker.  Prior  to  1906,  Mr.  Baker  had  been  for  a  number 
cf  years  interested  in  the  work  for  children  by  the  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul  Society,  and  Mr.  Eunzman  had  been  employed  in  the  New  York 
Office  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  as  local  Superintendent  of 
Inspection. 

On  August  20,  1906,  a  "Confidential  Inspector  of 
^In^f  ^ctM^     Food  Supplies  "  was  appointed  at  a  salary  of  f  1,500, 

to  oversee  the  distribution  of  food  supplies  to  the 
various  institutions  of  the  Department.  He  also  has  oversight  of  the 
supplies  in  the  different  storehouses,  their  preservation  and  use.  He 
is  responsible  directly  to  the  Commissioner,  and  exercises  his  functions 
independently  of  the  Departmental  and  resident  dietitians. 

Strict  injunctions  are  laid  upon  employees  to  afford 
Proper         careful  and  kind  treatment  to  patients  and  inmates, 
rcatment  o     ^j^^^  ^^  classification   and   recreation   of   inmates, 
Employees.      ^^^  ^®  housing  and  compensation  of  employees  re- 
ceive equal  attention  in  all  plans  for  development  of 
the  Department,  and  each  in  turn  is  made  the  object  of  strong  pressure 
by  the  Commissioner  to  bring  about  the  desired  end. 

-»       .  The  General  Inspector  has  found  a  field  of  useful- 

ness in  passing  upon  the  transfers  of  inmates  and 
patients  from  one  institution  to  another. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty  patients  have  been  removed  during  the 
year  from  the  City  and  Metropolitan  hospitals  to  the  City  Home,  as 
against  408  in  the  year  ending  September  30,  1905. 

The  Superintendents  of  hospitals  on  BlackwelFs  and  Randall's  Is- 
lands have  been  directed  not  to  send  cases  to  the  New  York  City 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  without  first  calling  these  cases  to 
the  attention  of  the  General  Inspector. 

All  heads  of  institutions  must  also  report  suspected  cases  of  insanity 
to  the  General  Inspector,  and  he  must  examine  them  before  they  are 
sent  to  Bellevue. 
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Early  in  Commissioner  Hebberd's  term  he  was  ap- 
R  Urf"*^^  pointed  by  Mayor  McOlellan  to  act  as  Secretary  of 
the  Mayor's  Committee  in  charge  of  the  City's  San 
Francisco  Belief  Fnnd.  This  position  of  honor,  and  added  responsi- 
bility, was  filled  acceptably  by  Commissioner  Hebberd,  even  though 
it  came  at  a  time  when  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  exercise  every 
effort  to  master  the  details  of  his  great  Department,  and  when  it 
was  especially  desirable  that  he  should  be  free  to  visit  in  person  at 
an  early  day  the  various  institutions  and  bureaus. 

When  the  administration  of  the  Department  of  Pub- 
S     ^  O^       ^^^  Charities  was  in  the  hands  of  a  board,  the  minutes 

of  that  board  formed  the  history  of  the  decisions  and 
work  of  the  Department.  The  decisions  and  instructions  of  the  De- 
partm^it  are  now  those  of  an  individual  and  may  be  either  oral 
or  in  writing.  In  marked  contrast  to  some  of  his  predecessors,  Com- 
missioner Hebberd  has  appreciated  the  value  for  purposes  of  discipline 
and  organization,  of  issuing  his  decisions  and  instructions  in  written 
form  in  order  that  they  may  be  clear,  specific,  made  of  record,  and 
so  arranged  and  indexed  as  to  permit  of  ready  reference.  He  has 
established  a  system  of  general  orders  relating  to  matters  of  gen- 
eral and  permanent  importance,  and  of  special  orders  relating  to 
particular  events  or  to  individuals.  Both  the  general  and  special  orders 
are  numbered  consecutively  and  copies  of  them  are  sent  to  all  heads 
of  institutions. 

The  usefulness  of  the  Committee  has  been  greatly  increased  by 
the  co-operation  of  the  Commissioner,  who  has  sent  to  us  copies  of 
these  orders.  This  has  enabled  the  Committee  to  have  more  definite 
information  as  to  the  transactions  of  the  Department,  and  to  co-operate 
more  fully  and  more  intelligently  in  its  work. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  orders,  general  order  number  2, 
continued  in  force  all  the  written  orders  promulgated  by  his  pre- 
decessors until  these  should  be  revoked  or  amended  by  subsequent 
order,  thus  preventing  the  confusion  and  lack  of  organization  result- 
ing from  many  oral  modifications  of  general  ordiers,  suspending 
in  certain  instances  their  provisions  for  certain  institutions  or 
individuals. 

Some  of  the  other  important  general  orders  that  have  been  issued 
during  Commissioner  Hebberd's  term  have  been  the  following: 

No.  5. — Providing  that  immediate  notice  shall  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
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missioner  and  to  the  Qeneral  Storekeeper  of  the  rejection  of  any  sup- 
plies from  the  general  store. 

No.  7. — Ordering  that  no  persons  except  officials  or  members 
of  their  families  shall  be  carried  on  the  boats  of  the  Department 
without  passes. 

No.  8. — Stating  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  eliminate  temporary 
wooden  buildings  as  quickly  as  possible  and  forbidding  their  erectioa 
without  the  order  of  the  Commissioner. 

No.  9. — Promulgating  rules  for  the  conduct  of  all  employees  in 
general  offices. 

No.  10. — Regulating  the  delivery  of  ice  and  its  care  at  the  different 
institutions. 

No.  14. — Promulgating  rules  for  the  preparation  of  reports  for 
insertion  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Department. 

DBPABTMBNTAL  BUDOBT. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amounts  appropriated  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  entire  Department  during  the  years  1905  and  1906^ 
and  the  amounts  estimated  as  needed  for  the  year  1907: 

Asked  for 

1905.  1906.  1907. 

Salaries    $621,071  50  $660,071  50  $813,450  93 

Supplies  and  contingencies 1,131,984  66  1,176,984  66  1,316,096  47 

Alterations,    additions    and    repairs    to 

buildings  and  apparatus 102,500  00  102,500  00  245,550  00 

Transportation   of    paupers,    medicines, 

coffins,  etc 11,100  00  10,000  00  10,000  00 

Burial  for  pauper  dead 2,000  00  1,500  00  1,500  00 

Poor  adult  blind 65,000  00  55,000  00  55,000  00 

Clothing  for  insane  patients 3,500  00  3,500  00  5,000  00 

Clothing   for  epileptics    sent   to   Craig 

Colony    4,000  00  4,000  00  6,500  00 

Donations  to  Grand  Army  Veterans 18,000  00  20,000  00  23,000  00 

Burial  of  Veterans  and  headstones 10,000  00  

Rents 7,334  00  7,184  00  7,184  00 

New  ambulances,  horses,  harness  and  re- 
pairs          10,000  00  7,000  00  10,000  00 

Open  air  concerts 1,000  00  1,000  00  1,000  00 

Total    $1,977,490  16     $2,048,740  16    $2,493,28140 

♦5,204  00 
t6,284  00 
Additional   appropriations   of   special 
revenue  bonds: 

For  salaries,  etc.   ( see  page  64 ) 12,935  00     

For  supplies  etc.  (see  page  58) 50,000  00       :):138,812  94     


$2,027,490  16     $2,211,976  10    $2,493,281  40 


*Paid  by  Nat.  Sur.  Ck>.  for  delault  h(  ecmtraetor  ou  iee . 

tTransf erred  from  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals  for  salaries  of  nurses;  see  page  27. 

XApproved  by  Board  of  E  A  A.,  Nov.  2  and  Dec.  7.  1006 
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When  it  is  considered  that  for  the  year  1906,  the 

The  Net       total  of  all  appropriations  made  for  the  maintenance 

Revested.      ^^  *^  Department  will  undoubtedly  Include  special 

additional  appropriations  aggr^ating  $163,235.94 
as  noted  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  table  on  page  62,  the  sum 
of  12,493,281.40  requested  by  Commissioner  Hebberd  for,  1907  doee  not 
seem  to  call  for  an  excessive  net  increase,  the  latter  being  1281,305.30. 
It  has  been  customary,  however,  for  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Apportionment  to  frame  the  Budget  with  apparent  disregard  of  sup- 
plemental issues  of  special  revenue  bonds,  however  pertinent  to 
future  estimation,  if  they  are  made  subsequent  to  the  approval  of  the 
previous  Budget,  so  we  fear  that  the  net  increase  allowed  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities  will  not  meet  more  than  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  estimated  additional  needs.* 

Undoubtedly  the  most  important  feature  of  the  esti- 

^^SSLte.    ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^®  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  f36,609  asked  by  Com- 
missioner Hebberd  to  enable  him  to  raise  to  a  fair 

standard  the  wages  of  men  and  women  now  employed  at  41  cents 

per  day  or  less,  of  whom  there  are  over  800  in  the  Department  of 

Public  Charities.    Appendiw  A,  at  the  end  of  this  report,  gives  in 

detail  the  more  weighty  arguments  in  support  of  this  item,  and 

analyzes  very  specifically  many  of  the  other  important  items  t:om- 

prised  in  the  estimate. 

Salaries  ^^  ^^^^  ^^»  ^^®^'  Commissioner  Hebberd  initiated 

the  above  mentioned  determined!  effort  to  provide 
for  increase  in  the  salaries  of  all  the  lower  grades  of  Hospital 
Helpers,  by  writing  to  the  Hon.  William  P.  Baker,  President  of  the 
Municipal  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  Member  of  the  Mayor's  Com- 
mission on  the  Be-classification  of  Salaries,  an  urgent  appeal  that  the 
Commission  should  recommend  a  revised  schedule.  The  Commissioner 
cited  instances  of  neglect  and  misconduct  of  employees  showing  clearly 
that  if  the  work  of  the  Department  is  to  be  efficiently  conducted, 
it  is  necessary  to  have  help  of  a  hi^er  grade  than  can  be  procured 
with  the  salaries  now  in  force.  As  already  noted  briefly,  the  present 
lower  grades  of  helpers,  many  of  whom  are  dissipated  and  inefficient, 
are  paid  salaries  ranging  downward  from  41   cents  a  day,   with 

*The  total  inorease  allowed  in  the  Budget  for  1007.  aa  approved  in  October  ,  1006,  amounts  to 
$170,104.43  for  this  Department,  but  the  net  inorease  over  the  total  of  all  appropriations  for 
1006  is  only  $6,868.40. 
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maintenance.    The  scale  of  wages  proposed  by  Commissioner  Hebberd 
follows : 

Men: 

First  year f  20  a  month. 

Second  year 25  "       " 

Third  year  and  thereafter,  unless  promoted  to  a 
higher  grade 30  "       " 

Women : 

First  year 15  "  " 

Second  year 20  "  " 

Third  year  and  thereafter,  unless  promoted  to  a 

higher  grade 25  "  " 


Unfortunately,  the  Commission  on  Be-classiflcation  failed  to  con- 
sider this  matter  in  their  report,  in  spite  of  efforts  made  by  the 
Visiting  Committee  and  others  in  support  of  Commissioner  Hebberd's 
appeal,  but  the  matter  is  being  pressed  vigorously  before  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  during  its  consideration  of  the  Budget. 

Early  in  1906,  Commissioner  Hebberd  requested  the 

Special         issue   of   special   revenue   bonds  to    the   amount   of 

^fJr^si^M^  ?14,170.01,  to  enable  him  to  fill  a  number  of  vacancies 

and  make  several  necessary  additional  appointments. 

In  response  to  the  above  request,  the  sum  of  $12,935.00  was  finally 
approved,  and  the  Commissioner  has  utilized  the  funds  thus  pro- 
vided to  pay  the  salaries  of  a  steward  and  a  dietitian  at  the 
Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools;  a  confidential  stenographer  and 
a  confidential  inspector  of  supplies  at  the  Central  OfBce,  and  a  steward 
and  a  deputy  superintendent  at  the  City  Hospital;  also  to  enable 
promotion  of  several  pilots,  engineers  and  hospital  helpers. 
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GENERAL  NEEDS  OP  THE  DEPARTMENT.* 

1.  Redistribution  of  population  to  equalize  overcrowding. 

2.  The  relief  of  the  overcrowding  at  the  City  Home  for  the  Aged 
and  Infirm,  Brooklyn  Division,  by  the  completion  of  additional  accom- 
modations at  the  New  York  City  Farm  Colony. 

3.  A  central  electric  lighting  plant  for  the  institutions  on  Black- 
well's  Island,  and  a  similar  plant  for  the  institutions  on  Randall's 
Island. 

4.  Development  of  welfare  work  among  the  employees  of  the  De- 
partment, including  social  and  recreational  activities. 

SOME  OP  THE  IMPORTANT  NEEDS  OP  VARIOUS 

INSTITUTIONS.* 

Boroughs  of  Manhattan  and  thb  Bronx. 

Bu!reaus  of  Dependent  Adults  and  Children : 
A  new  building  for  each  Bureau. 

Steamboats  and  Docks: 

1.  A  ferryboat  for  a  passenger  service  from  tie  East  26th  Street 

dock,  separate  from  the  freight  service. 

2.  A  ferryboat  for  a  ferry   service  between   the  Metropolitan 

Hoepital  d^k  and  the  opposite  sihore. 

3.  A  new  steam  launch  for  the  ferry  service  to  the  Randall's 

Island  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools. 

4.  Complete  separation  from  Department  of  Correction. 

City  Hospital : 

1.  Covered  pier  to  protect  patients  and  supplies  when  landed  at 

the  hospital  in  bad  weather. 

2.  A  superintendent's  cotta^-f 

3.  A  protective  wire  cage  or  enclosure  upon  tie  roof  of  the  pavilion 

for  erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 

4.  A  storehouse  with  workshops. 
6.  A  chapel. 

6.  A  Hydro-Therapeutic  outfit  and  an  X-ray  outfit. 

7.  A  new  Maternity  Pavilion. 

8.  Additional  fire  escapes  at  Nurses'  Home. 

9.  A  gymnasium  and  swimming  pool  at  the  Nurses'  Home. 

*See  also  Annual  Reportu  and  Estimates  of  the  Department,  especially  the  estimate  for  the  year 
1907. 
tFUma  are  now  being  prepared. 
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N.  T.  City  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (B.  I.) : 

1.  New  bath  honaes-f 

2.  A  central  place  for  storing  clothing  of  inmates.    This  mij^t 

be  provided  in  connection  with  the  new  bath  hon8eB.t 

3.  A  revision  of  classification  of  inmates;  removal  of  all  bnt 

crippled,  seriously  ill,  very  aged,  or  otherwise  infirm,  inmates. 

4.  Better  quarters  for  male  employees. 

6.  Better  recreation  rooms  for  male  and  female  inmates-f 

6.  A  large  operating  roonuf 

7.  A  reduction  of  the  number  of  inmates  in  certain  wards  which 

are  now  overcrowded  and  ill-ventilated,  particularly  at  night. 

8.  Better  provision  for  employment  of  inmates. 

9.  General  kitchen  and  dining-room  building. 

10.  Better  provision  for  medical  and  crurgical  clinics. 

Metropolitan  Hospital: 

1.  Additional  provision  for  tuberculous  pati^iits. 

2.  A  new  Nurses'  Home,  the  present  Nurses'  Home  to  be  converted 

into  a  dormitory  for  female  employees.t 

3.  A  new  building  to  increase  capacity  for  patients. 

4.  A  new  central  kitchen  building  with  dining  rooms  for  doctors, 

officers  and  employees. 
6.  A  central  linen  room,  and  a  better  system  for  handling  linen 
and  ward  supplies  in  the  wards  and  laundry. 

6.  Sorting  rooms  for  the  laundry. 

7.  Balconies  for  the  wards  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  building. 

8.  Direct  ferry  service  to  86th  St 

9.  The  planting  of  trees  about  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 

10.  Modem  ward  furniture  of  iron  and  glass  for  Tuberculosis  In- 

firmary and  most  of  the  main  building. 

11.  Elevators  for  the  men's  and  women's  buildings  at  the  Tubercu- 

losis Infirmary. 

12.  Reception  buildings,  one  for  general  service  and  one  for  tubercu- 

losis service. 

13.  House  for  the  resident  medical  staff. 

14.  Stables.  15.  Shop  building. 

16.  Quarters  for  pathological  laboratory  and  morgue. 

17.  An  additional  dormitory  for  male  employees. 


t  Plans  are  now  being  prepared. 
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New  York  City  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools : 

1.  A  kitchen  and  dining-room  building. 

2.  Reconstruction  of  female  helper's  dormitory, 
S.  A  new  industrial  school  building. 

4.  A  pavilion  for  children  suffering  from  venereal  diseases. 

5.  A  pavilion  for  crippled  children. 

6.  Additional  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  adult  feeble-minded. 

7.  Additional  quarantine  pavilions.! 

8.  Ice  house. 

9.  Water  towers  at  several  buildings.t 

10.  A  new  power  house  nearer  the  water. 

11.  A  gymnasium  for  children  with  eye  and  skin  diseases. 

12.  Additional  instruction  for  blind,  crippled  and  epileptic  children. 

13.  Nurses'  Home. 

14.  Laundry  building. 

Boroughs  op  Brooklyn  and  Qubens.  <^ 

1.  A  centralized  ambulance  system. 

2.  An  additional  large  central  hospital,  with  at  least  500  beds. 

3.  One  or  more  additional  emergency  hospitals. 

4.  Seaside  hospital.     Provision  should  be  made  directly  on  the 

seashore  near  the  city  for  tuberculous  children  and  other 
sick  children  undier  the  care  of  the  Department  in  all 
Boroughs  of  the  city,  and  also  for  convalescent  patients. 

Kings  County  Hospital : 

1.  A  new  children's  hospital  building. 

2.  A  maternity  building. 

3.  A  new  Nurses'  Home,  leaving  the  present  Nurses'  Home  as  a 

dormitory  for  male  employees. 

4.  A  dormitory  for  female  employees. 

5.  An  addition  to  the  bakery. 

6.  Alteration  of  heating  apparatus.t 

7.  Electric  elevators  or  reconstruction  of  the  existing  elevators. 

8.  A  new  morgue  and  clinical  laboratory.f 

9.  A  new  neurological  building. 

10.  A  fence  around  the  Hospital  and  Home. 

11.  Reconstruction  of  "Annex"  building. 


tPlans  are  now  being  prepared. 
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12.  Painting  exterior  of  main  building. 

13.  An  enlarged  sewerage  system. 

14.  An  addition  to  tlie  laundry. 

Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  (Brooklyn) : 

1.  Elevators  for  both  the  men'sf  and  women's  dormitories. 

2.  Fireproof  stairways  in  the  men's  dormitory .f 

3.  A  workshop. 

4.  Removal  of  the  hospital  service  to  the  present  neurological 

building. 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital : 

1.  New  floors. 

2.  A  nurses'  home  building. 

3.  A  separate  house  to  be  used  temporarily  for  the  nurses,  making 

the  entire  wing,  occupied  at  present  by  the  nurses,  available 
for  isolating  rooms  and  other  hospital  purposes. 

4.  Extension  of  front  elevator  shaft  to  the  roof. 

5.  A  new  crematory. 

Bradford  Street  Hospital: 

1.  A  new  hospital  plant  with  a  better  hospital  organization. 

2.  Proper  reception  facilities  for  dispensary  patients. 

Ooney  Island  Reception  Hospital : 

A  new  hospital  plant.     (Plans  are  now  being  prepared.) 

Borough  of  Richmond. 

New  York  City  Farm  Colony : 

1.  Additional  cottages  and  dormitories  for  almshouse  inmates. 

2.  A  new  laundry. 

3.  A  new  bam,  the  old  bam  to  be  reconstructed  for  use  as  a 

dormitory. 

4.  A  resident  physician,  and  hospital  accommodations. 

5.  A  dormitory  for  employees. 

6.  Uniforms  for  inmates. 

7.  A  new  morgue. 

8.  A  new  ice  house. 

9.  Good  roads  and  drives. 

A  Tuberculosis  Hospital : 

(Plans  are  ready  for  advertisement.) 

fPlane  are  now  being  prepared. 
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BUREAU  OF  DEPENDENT  ADULTS,  MANHATTAN. 

Office,  foot  of  East  26th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Charities. 
Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 
Transfers  patients  when  necessary  from  City  to  State  Institutions. 
Considers  approval  as  public  charges  of  patients  in  private  hospitals. 
Distributes  pensions  to  adult  blind. 
Has  charge  of  City  Morgue. 

Nimiber  of  officers  and  employees,  53. 

« 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Over  (50,000  is  distributed  annually  through  this 
^S  Mn?'     Bureau  to  the  Poor  Adult  Blind,  this  being  the  only 

form  of  public  outdoor  relief  permitted  by  law  in 
New  York  City. 

Hitherto  all  blind  persons  entitled  to  these  pensions  have  been 
required  to  take  the  long  trip  to  the  foot  of  East  Twenty-sixth  Street, 
if  able  to  do  «o,  to  receive  the  money  in  person,  at  the  Bureau.  The 
saloons  en  route  soon  get  much  of  the  money,  possibly  as  a  result 
of  this  method.  This  year  individual  notices  were  sent  by  mail  to 
the  blind  persons,  who  were  instructed  at  the  request  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Finance  to  present  themselves,  with  the  envelopes  as  means 
of  identification,  at  the  office  of  the  Department  of  Finance  down  town 
on  Broadway,  to  receive  the  money. 

This  method  of  payment  seems  to  the  Committee  worse  than  the 
former  plan,  and  if  this  relief,  which  is  of  dubious  value  in  its 
present  form,  is  to  be  continued,  it  is  hoped  that  means  will  be  found 
to  carry  into  effect  a  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  moneys  to  the 
blind  at  or  near  their  homes  and  not  at  an  inconvenient  and  public 
central  point.  Remittance  by  money  order  might  be  tried,  as  the 
local  sub-stations  of  the  postoffice  could  require  presentation  of  the 
envelopes  for  identification.  The  enclosures  could  also  be  registered, 
and  receipts  secured  thereby. 

In  spite  of  the  relatively  mild  winter  of  1905-1906, 
yr    V  the  Bureau  had  occasion  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 

stances of  over  28,242  persons  admitted  to  hospitals, 
Institutions  and  homes  outside  the  Department,  during  the  year 
covered!  by  this  report.    Fifteen  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eixty-eig^t 
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applicants  were  sent  to  the  Examining  Physician  for  admiBsion  to 
liospitalfi  connected  with  the  Department.  The  coUectionB  in  aban- 
donment and  baetardy  cases  reached  a  total  of  f  157,584.23^  an  increase 
of  134,947.41  over  the  collections  for  the  preceding  year.  Safeguards 
have  been  adopted  to  prevent  peculations  in  the  transmission  of  these 
collections. 

Another  police  officer  should  be  detailed  to  duty 

Additional      q^  ^g  Bureau,  as  the  only  officer  now  provided  is 

N  "d^*      absent  at  court  much  of  the  time.    The  Commissioner 

has  requested  an  appropriation  for  1907  sufficient  to 

permit  the  appointment  of  a  competent  interpreter,  a  need  often 

chronicled  in  our  annual  reports.    At  present  a  truck  driver  receiving 

150  a  month  is  utilized  as  an  interpreter.    A  registrar  of  records  is 

also  requested. 

A  private  office  has  been  provided  for  the  Super- 
taiKtural  intendent,  and  a  grating  for  the  desk  of  the  alimony 
department.  A  new  flight  of  stairs  furnishes  better 
access  to  the  second  floor.  The  atmosphere  in  the  morgue  became 
so  offensive  during  the  summer  that  an  appropriation  of  f4,000  has 
been  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  Board  of  Estimate 
and  Apportionment,  to  add  to  the  refrigerating  plant  in  Bellevue 
Hospital,  by  which  the  morgue  is  cooled.  The  lowest  bids  first  made 
were  in  excess  of  this  appropriation,  and  the  contract  is  being 
readvertised. 

Many  persons  visit  this  Bureau  on  business  which 
Offic    N    ded.    ^^®  ^^*  include  a  trip  on  the  Brennan  and  Fidelity, 

the  only  Department  boats  landing  at  East  26th 
Street,  and  as  it  is  a  hardship  for  such  persons  to  traverse  the  long 
distance  from  tiie  nearest  street-car  line  merely  to  get  a  pass  for  the 
62nd  Street  Ferry,  for  example,  the  Committee  notes  the  need, 
for  this  Bureau,  of  an  office  nearer  Twenty-third  Street  and  the  rapid 
transit  facilities. 

CHILDREN'S  BUREAU. 

Manhattan  Division. 

Office,  66  Third  Avenue,  Manhattan. 

Receives  all  applications  for  the  commitment  of  children  to  institu- 
tions because  of  destitution. 
Reviews  annually  all  cases  of  children  so  committed. 
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Institutes  proceedings  against  parents  abandoning  children. 

Places  children  in  families. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  27. 


Registrar 


ADMINISTRATION. 

A  clerical  assistant  has  been  detailed  to  the  duly 
xi.cK»ur«r       ^^   rccording  properly,   and  in  available   fonn,   the 

valuable  and  rapidly  increasing  data  in  the  archives 
of  this  bureau.  To  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  its  work  in  recent 
years,  the  principal  activities  of  the  Bureau  are  summarized  in  the 
following  table: 


Ootober  1  to  September  30.  1903-4. 

Reinvestigations. 3,660 

Applications  to  commit  children.  7,926 
Children    accepted   for   commit- 
ment    3,558 

Children  actually  entering  insti- 
tutions    2,529 

Children   committed   for    whom 

part  payment  was  required . . .  605 
Amounts  received  in  part  pay- 
ment   f  18,341  43 


1904-6. 

9,847 
7,633 

190S-6. 

8,570 
7,572 

2,787 

2,485 

• 

2,107 

1,891 

669 

695 

124,282  38 

^9,231  69 

The  Year's 
Work. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  im- 
portant work  of  reinvestigation  is  continuing  to  be 
developed,  and  that  the  amounts*  received  in  part 
payment  for  the  support  of  children  committed  have  increased  both  in 
amount,  and  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  actually  enter- 
ing institutions. 

The  importance  of  investigation  and  reinvestigation  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  the  many  cases  where  alleged  distress  is  caused  by 
desertion  of  the  father,  for  sometimes  this  desertion  takes  place  merely 
for  the  time,  and  with  the  collusion  of  the  wife,  to  expedite  putting 
away  a  child  for  whose  commitment  application  has  been  made.  Some- 
times, however,  the  investigation  results  in  ascertaining  the  where- 
abouts of  the  husband,  and  restoring  to  the  family  the  benefit  of  his 
support 
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Some  of  the  confusion  incidental  to  the  conduct  of 
im  ^""^  this  busy  office  haa  been  obviated  by  enclosing  with 

a  railing  the  cramped  space  in  which  seven  desks  are 
crowded.  The  conunittee  renews  the  expression  of  its  hope  that  funds 
will  soon  be  secured  to  provide  an  enlarged  office  for  the  Bureau, 
preferably  by  reconstruction  of  the  stable  at  the  rear  of  the  present 
office  building,  or  by  erecting  a  new  building  on  the  site  of  the 
stable. 

CITY  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

Established,  184s.    Built,  i860. 

Situation,  southern  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  52d  Street, 

'  Manhattan. 
Nun^ber  of  buildings,  11. 
Capacity  for  patients,  702. 
Census  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  541. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  219. 
Chief  executive  officer,  Superintendent. 
Medical  service   in   charge   of  a   Board  of  30  visiting   physicians 

and  surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  24  graduate  physicians  and 

surgeons. 
Nurses  fiunished  by  New  York  City  Training  School  (female). 

IMPBOVBMBNTS. 

Probably  no  institution  in  the  Department  of  Pub- 
FiveYca         ^^^  Charities  has  made,  within  the  laBt  five  years,  such 

rapid  strides  toward  a  complete,  modem  equipment, 
as  has  the  City  Hospital,  with  its  sister  institution,  the  New  York 
City  Training  School  for  Nurses.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  have  described  these  improvements  in  detail,  and  before 
commenting  upon  the  considerable  advance  made  during  the  period 
covered  by  the  present  report,  it  will  suflSce  to  recall  such  notable 
additions  to  the  plant  since  1901  as  the  Dormitory  for  Male  Helpers, 
the  Pavilion  for  Erysipelas,  Disturbed  and  Paralytic  Patients,  the 
Reception  Pavilion,  and  the  Power  House,  all  substantial  brick  build- 
ings at  the  City  Hospital;  and  in  addition  to  these,  the  two  stone 
wings  at  the  Nurses^  Training  School,  and  its  brick  kitchen  and 
dining-room  building.  Nor  should  we  omit  the  considerable  amount 
of  modem  plumbing,  and  the  complete  outfit  of  medicine  closets,  ward 

^    *For  statistics,  see  page  136. 


^■M^r 


.^J 
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tables  and  other  equipment  which  have  been  installed  in  the  toilets, 
wards,  diet  kitchens  and  laboratories  of  the  hospital,  within  the  above 
period  of  five  years. 

ADDITIONAL   CAPACITY. 

Funds  are  available  to  erect  four  more  new  buildings, 
B^Sdin*^      to  house  completely  the  present,  and  partly  at  least 

the  future,  administrative  departments  of  the  hospital, 
viz. :  (1)  A  brick  dormitory  for  women  employees,  which  is  now  under 
construction;  (2  and  3)  cottages  to  house  the  medical  staff  and  the 
Superintendent  respectively;  and  (4)  a  kitchen  and!  employees'  dining- 
room  building.  The  last  three  of  these  buildings  form  the  basis  for  the 
item  of  1175,000  for  improvements  at  the  City  Hospital,  forming  part 
of  the  1968,000  issue  of  corporate  stock  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  upon  earlier  pages  of  this  report.  Preliminary  sketches  for  the 
buildings  have  already  been  prepared. 

It  is  estimated  that  beds  for  250  additional  patients 
R*!     ^^*     can  thus  be  provided:    (a)  By  establishing  wards  in 

space  used  heretofore  in  the  main  building  as  apart- 
ments for  the  Superintendent,  and  members  of  the  Staff;  (b)  by 
placing  beds  in  the  ward  now  divided  off  for  the  operating,  sterilizing 
and  etherizing  rooms,  which  will  be  transferrred  to  the  dome  after 
removal  of  the  central  kitchen;  and  (c)  in  wards  where  helpers  now 
sleep. 

T  tal  C  'tv  ^^^  *^*^^  capacity  of  the  hospital  is  at  present  con- 
sidered to  be  702,  comprising  354  beds  for  men  and 
304  beds  for  women  in  the  main  building  and  in  the  pavilion  for 
erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients,  and  including  also  the 
maternity  pavilion,  which  can  accommodate  44  women,  but  not  in- 
cluding the  beds  in  the  three  emergency  pavilions. 

When  these  new  buildings  diall  have  been  completed,  and  the 
emergency  pavilions  removed,  it  is  estimated  *that  the  bed  capacity 
of  the  hospital  (including  all  departments)  will  be  at  least  950.  It 
is  evident  that  greater  celerity  than  hitherto  must  be  exercised  in 
building,  if  this  additional  capacity  is  to  be  available  for  the  winter 
of  1907-1908. 

The  three  temporary  wooden  structures,  or  "emer- 
™^*"*^^      gency  pavilions,"  mentioned  in  our  1905  report,  were 

completed  early  in  1906,  and  the  central  one  was 
occupied  by  male  convalescent  helpers,  the  two  western  pavilions 
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being  used,  as  urged  by  the  Visiting  Committee,  for  the  women  em- 
ployees who  had  occupied  the  second  floor  of  the  brick  pavilion  for 
erysipelas,  disturbed  and  paralytic  patients. 

The  top  floor  of  this  brick  pavilion  is  now  used  aa 
Pavilion  for     neurological  wards  for  men,  according  to  the  original 

Padente  etc     P^^^>  ^^^  *^®  ^^  wards  of  the  second  floor  are  used 

respectively  for  men  and  women  erysipelas  patients. 
As  this  floor  was  designed  to  receive  men  only,  there  is  but 
a  single  toilet  room  and'  a  cringle  bath  room,  and  these  are 
at  present  used  in  turn  by  both  the  men  and  women,  an  inconvenient 
and  objectionable  arrangement  for  which  a  remedy  should  be  devised, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  until  the  women  having  erysipelas 
can  be  accommodated  in  the  beds  of  the  ground  floor  ward  designed 
for  them. 

Some  of  the  women  employees  still  sleep  in  this  ground  floor  ward, 
pending  completion  of  the  new  brick  dormitory  for  women  employees, 
but  the  Committee  believes  that  other  quarters  could  be  provided 
temporarily  for  the  women  employees,  and  the  women's  erysipelas 
ward  thus  released  for  patients. 

The  new  dormitory  for  women  employees  has  dis- 

Dormitory      placed  one  of  the  old  wooden  pavilions  erected  for 

or     omen      soldiers  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  upon  a  site 
/  '      directly  across  the  Island  from  the  new  brick  dormi- 

tory for  men  employees,  which  it  will  resemble  in  general  appearance, 
having  a  porch  and  recreation  room  in  addition  to  the  dormitories 
and  smaller  bedrooms.  At  the  date  of  this  report,  rapid  progress 
is  being  made  upon  the  walls.  With  the  occupation  of  this  dormitory 
for  women,  the  City  Hospital  at  least  will  be  well  equipped  to 
attract  a  higher  grade  of  men  and  women  to  care  for  its  plant  and 
patients. 

The  new  power  house  has  been  completed  and  is  in 

Biiildin^  use,  and  also  the  new  coal  enclosure,  the  two  con- 

stituting a  group  worthy  of  less  cramped  surround- 
ings, and  providing  much  needed  additional  heat  for  the  hospital  and 
training  school.  The  boilers  have  not  yet  been  removed  from  the  old 
power  house,  but  it  is  in  use  temporarily  as  a  store  house  for  vege- 
tables. The  additional  story  upon  the  Strecker  Memorial  laboratory 
and  the  other  alterations  were  completed,  and  the  building  reoccupied 
on  January  9,  1906. 
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The  laundry  has  been  provided  with  an  additional 

I         "*^'   ts    ^^^S^^y  ^^^  ^  ^®w  ^^^^  ^^s  ^'^^^  ^^d  i^  the  ironing 

room.  An  additional  Eirker-Bender  spiral  fire-escape 
is  being  erected  for  the  men's  side  of  the  main  building,  as  urged  by 
this  Committee  unsuccessfully  during  the  two  previous  years,  and 
the  fire-alarm  system  has  been  extended  to  all  of  the  larger  out-build- 
ings. Eight  new  slop  sinks  have  been  installed  in  the  diet  kitchens  of 
the  men's  wards,  and  several  ice  boxes.  A  new  food  car  is  being 
tested,  and  if  satisfactory,  several  are  likely  to  be  purchased'. 

^       ,  With  the  exception  of  the  carpenter  and  paint  shops, 

all  of  the  old  wooden  out-buildings  have  been  removed, 
the  roads  graded  and  in  some  places  widened  and  covered  with  crushed 
stone.  The  grass  plots  and  flower  beds  show  the  effect  of  care  and 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  gardener,  the  display  of  flowers  being 
unusually  attractive.  The  Committee  is  informed  that  the  cottages 
for  the  Superintendent  and  for  the  staff  will  be  located  in  front  of 
the  main  building,  the  former  cottage  toward  the  landing,  and  the 
latter  on  the  East  side  of  the  Inland.  The  building  for  the  kitchen 
and  employees  dining  room  is  to  be  at  the  rear  of  the  main  building 
and  connected  with  it  by  a  bridge  or  subway. 

CBNSUS   AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

Since  the  date  of  our  1905  i-eport  a  very  considerable  improvement 
in  the  wards  has  been  noted  by  our  visitors,  as  the  result  of  transfers 
of  a  number  of  epileptic  and  chronic  patients  to  Craig  Colony  and  the 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 
Q  J.  Early  in  1906  the  hospital  was  very  much  over- 

crowded, with  large  numbers  of  patients  sleeping  on 
springs  every  night,  but  even  at  this  crowded  period  our  reports 
showed  that  the  hospital  was  found  in  very  good  condition,  the  wards 
being  neat,  and  presenting  as  nearly  an  appearance  of  comfort  as 
seemed  possible  with  the  crowding. 

-.J.  .  After  February  the  census  decreased  until,  on  April 

12,  1906,  it  was  only  594,  as  against  885  in  March, 
1905,  a  decrease  of  some  three  hundred  at  the  annual  period  of  heavy 
census.  The  Committee  is  informed  by  the  Superintendent  that  this 
was  apparently  due  to  the  greater  care  in  the  examination  of  appli- 
cants for  admission  to  the  hospital  at  the  office  of  the  Examining 
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Physician  at  26th  Street,  and  the  refusal  to  adanit  those  who  aie 
subjects  for  dispensary,  rather  than  hospital  treatment. 

The  following  table  filiows  that  during  the  four  months,  February, 
March,  April  and  May,  1906,  the  number  of  discharges  was  about 
equal  to  the  number  of  admissions,  while  during  the  same  months 
in  1905,  the  admissions  were  149  in  excess  of  tiie  discharges,  although 
by  the  death  of  153  patients  in  1906  the  census  showed  a  small 
net  loss  (4)  between  February  1st  and  May  31st,  1905.  In  1906, 
with  only  108  deaths,  the  net  loss  in  census  for  the  corresponding 
period  was  115,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table: 

Admiaioni.      Diiohtfses.  Deaths.        Net  Loos. 

February,  March,  April  and  May 

1905 2,638       2,489  153  4 

February,  March,  April  and  May 

1906 1,759       1,766  108  115 


Decrease 879  723  45  lac.  Ill 


With  the  data  before  it  the  Committee  can  only  express  the  hope 
that  this  reduction  in  census,  highly  desirable  in  itself,  has  not  been 
effected  by  the  exclusion  of  any  one  in  real  need  of  hospital  care, 
for  not  only  would  such  exclusion  be  illegal,  but  also  overcrowding 
is,  we  believe,  far  preferable  to  lack  of  proper  hospital  care  for  those 
who  need  it. 

The  census  during  the  warm  weather  kept  down  to  between  550 
and  625,  the  number  of  admissions  ranging  from  about  400  to  about 
500  per  month. 

y         .  The  positions  of  Steward,  Deputy  Superintendent 

and  Dietitian  are  without  regularly  appointed  incum- 
bents at  the  date  of  this  report,  owing  to  the  lack  of  an  eligible  list 
for  each.  Pending  the  establishment  of  such  lists,  temporary  appoint- 
ments have  been  made,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  lists  of  competent 
candidates  will  soon  be  furnished  by  the  Municipal  Civil  Service 
Commission. 

SUPPLIES. 

There  has  been  no  serious,  continued  shortage  of  supplies,  "^o  far 
as  the  Committee  has  observed,  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
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report  At  one  time,  spreads  were  lacking,  owing  to  delays  by  the 
contractor,  and  there  have  been  other  shortages  of  a  minor  character. 
The  decreasing  census  following  the  month  of  February  permitted 
fbe  replemishment  of  the  ward  supplies  to  more  nearly  the  standard 
required  for  proper  operation  of  the  hospital  upon  the  basis  of  its 
normal  census. 

NBBDS. 

Among  the  more  pressing  needs  still  to  be  met  at  this  institution, 
may  be  mentioned:  (a)  A  covered  pier  for  the  protection  of  patients 
on  stretchers,  and  of  supplies,  landed  from  the  boats  in  stormy  and 
inclement  weather;  (b)  a  chapel,  to  release  for  beds  the  ward  used 
at  present  for  a  chapel  and  unsuitable  for  that  purpose;  (c)  a  system 
of  ventilation  more  adequate  than  that  obtained  by  raising  and  lower- 
ing the  windows,  in  co-operation  with  existing  ventilators;  (d)  X-Bay 
apparatus  to  obviate  the  practice  of  sending  patients  to  the  Metro- 
politan Hospital  for  examination;  (e)  a  new  maternity  building  of 
permanent  construction;  (f)  a  children's  ward;  (g)  a  roof  for  the 
stair  at  Fifty-second  Street  (Manhattan).  (See  also  list  of  needs 
on  page  65. 

NEW    YORK    CITY    TRAINING    SCHOOL    FOR    NURSES. 

The  annual  commencement  of  the  training  school  on  November 
4,  1905,  marked  the  graduation  of  the  first  class  who  had  attended 
the  school  for  the  full  three-year  period  in  completing  their  course 
of  instruction.  Forty-one  pupils  received  diplomas.  The  extension 
of  the  course  perhaps  caused  a  decrease  for  the  time  being,  in  the 
attendance  at  the  school,  but  has  had  the  effect  of  giving  to  the 
nurses  a  much  wider  and  better  training  than  had  ever  before  been 
afforded  by  the  school. 

The  year  has  been  taken  up  largely  with  the  regular  curriculum. 
The  courses  of  study  are  now  fixed,  and  since  the  completion  of  the 
additional  wings  upon  the  Home,  over  a  year  ago,  the  school  has 
settled  down  to  a  normal  routine. 

The  need  for  a  gymnasium  and  swimming  pool  at  the  Home  is 
much  felt.  The  nurses  have  so  little  place  in  which  they  can  exer- 
cise, that  the  officers  feel  very  strongly  that  a  building  should  be 
erected  where  the  nurses  can  receive  systematic  training  and 
exercise. 


78 

.  The  Training  School  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 

the  HosoitaL    ^^^^'^^^^^'^s  from  several  donors^  aggregating  f285, 

for  the  celebration  of  Christmas  in  the  City  Hospital, 
and  (quoting  from  the  report  of  the  Training  School  for  the  year  1905) 
''the  patients  were  all  furnished  with  oranges,  candy  and  nuts,  ice- 
cream and  sponge  cake  in  connection  witii  the  r^ular  dinner.  Each 
man  received  a  pair  of  warm  socks,  and  each  woman  a  pair  of  stock- 
ings, as  being  of  most  use  to  them  after  discharge.  4II  of  the 
employees  of  the  hospital  received  Christmas  gifts  and  the  four 
little  children  had  a  Christmas  tree  with  a  number  of  little  presents, 
which  were  prepared  by  the  nurses.  At  the  Home,  by  the  judicious 
use  of  the  supplies^  the  nurses  were  treated  to  a  generous  dinner, 
and  to  Christmas  trees  in  the  evening." 

CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM.  * 

Manhattan  Division. 

An  institution. for  the  care  of  destitute  adults,  including  the  blind  and 
those  suffering  from  chronic  diseases. 

Established  about  1734  ix^  City  Hall  Park;  removed  to  Bellevue  18x5; 
removed  to  Bladcwell's  Island  1846. 

Situation,  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  70th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Number  of  buildings,  31. 

Census  of  inmates  October  i,  1906,  2,426. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  192. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  1 1  visiting  phjrsicians  and  sur- 
geons and  a  house  staff  of  7  graduate  phjrsicians  and  surgeons. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  untrained  nurses  under  the  direction  of  a 
supervising  nurse. 

In  marked  contrast  to  the  policy  of  active  develop- 
D    d*^*"**   t      ^^^^  ^t  ^®  City  Hospital  on  the  lower  end  of  Black- 

welPs  Island,  it  has  been  thought  inadvisable  during 
recent  years  to  erect  additional  structures  of  a  permanent  character 
upon  the  grounds  of  this  Home.  The  site  is  already  overcrowded 
with  buildings  and  aflFords  too  little  opportunity  for  open  air  occu- 
pation of  any  considerable  number  of  those  inmates  who  are  active 
enough  to  benefit  by  outside  work  or  recreation. 
In  1903,  accordingly,  the  policy  was  initiated  of  sending  to  the 

*For  Btstistics,  aee  page  137. 


79 

Farm  Colony  on  Btaten-  Island,  all  relatively  ^^  able-bodied  "  inmates, 
tbereby  to  release  at  both  divisions  of  the  City  Home  as  much  space 
as  possible  to  receive  the  sick,  crippled,  and  otherwise  disabled  aged 
and  infirm  poor  persons  forming  the  almshouse  population. 

The  strong  opposition  to  continuance  of  the  Brook- 
OS81  e  jyjj^  Division  of  the  Home  at  its  present  site  on  Clark- 
son  Street,  which  resulted  in  the  passage  by  the  last 
State  legislature  of  a  bill  for  its  removal  to  one  of  the  Islands,  waa 
only  defeated  temporarily  by  the  Mayor's  veto,  it  is  believed,  in  view 
of  the  successful  issue  of  similar  agitation  against  the  Kings  County 
Penitentiary.  Biker's  and  Hart's  Islands  seem  destined  to  receive 
the  penal  institutions  of  the  Department  of  Correction,  including 
the  Penitentiary  and  Workhouse  now  on  Blackwell's  Island.  As  a 
part  of  the  plan  now  gaining  favor  to  turn  into  a  City  Park  at  least 
the  central  portion  of  Blackwell's  Island,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities  will  be  obliged  to  locate  elsewhere 
both  Divisions  of  the  City  Home. 

The  Visiting  Committee  is  strongly  in  favor  of  reorganization  and 
reclassification  of  the  Homes.  Their  hospital  departments  should  be 
brought  to  a  much  higher  standard  of  efficiency  than  obtains  at 
present,  and  in  general  their  infirmary  >character  should  be  accen- 
tuated. Only  capable  attendants,  receiving  fair  wages,  should  be  em- 
ployed, for  only  thus  can  adequate  care  be  given  to  the  aged,  infirm  and 
sick  dependent  poor.  The  inmates  capable  of  performing  some  work 
in  partial  return  for  their  support,  should  be  removed  to  the  Farm 
Colony,  there  to  work  as  they  may  be  capable  at  some  suitable  task, 
under  proper  oversight 

IMPBOVBMBNTS. 

N      Buildin  ^^  spite  of  this  uncertainty  as  to  retention  of  the 

Home  on  its  present  site,  the  Commissioner  has  decided 
to  fill  at  once  some  urgent  needs  for  new  service  buildings.  He  con- 
templates the  early  expenditure  of  about  |165,000,  in  the  erection  of: 
(1)  an  operating  pavilion;  (2)  new  bath  houses  with  facilities  for 
the  proper  storage  of  patient's  clothes,  and  for  the  clinical  treatment 
of  minor  diseases;  and  (3)  suitable  recreation  pavilions  for  both 
men  and  women,  in  place  of  the  bam-like  structure  heretofore  used 
for  men,  no  separate  room  being  provided  at  present  for  the  women, 
who  use  as  sitting  rooms  the  enclosed  balconies  of  their  stone  dormi- 
tory building. 
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These  new  buildings  are  to  be  bnilt  in  large  part  of  iron  and 
glass,  and  while  substantial  in  construction  and  adequate  in  size, 
they  will  be  so  designed,  if  possible,  as  to  facilitate  their  removal,  in 
case  the  need  shall  arise  for  their  transfer  to  another  site. 
Some  of  the        Pending  the  arrangements  for  these  new  buildings. 
Minor         great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  old  day 
Improvements,  j^oom,  or  "  Klondike,"  used  as  a  sitting  room  for  some 
thousand  men,  by  laying  a  concrete  floor  which  can  be  readily  washed 
off,  in  place  of  the  unstable  cinder  floor  which  had  become  impreg- 
nated with  filth  and  dangerously  uneven.    The  skylights  of  the  build- 
ing were  repaired  also  and  the  interior  white-wadied.    In  the  nearby 
building  containing  school  sinks  for  use  by  the  men,  an  open  drain 
was  cemented  over,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee,  an  additional 
flow  of  water  supplied  to  flush  the  sinks,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
building  improved  by  being  painted  throughout.    The  glass  partitions 
enclosing  the  ground  floors  of  the  porches  of  the  stone  barracks  for 
both  men  and  women  have  been  reconstructed. 
M  tal  C  ilin  ^^  '^^^  hospital  buildings  and  the  two  buildings 

containing  wards  for  blind  m&n  and  women  have  been 
provided  with  metal  ceilings,  a  need  noted  for  several  years  in  the 
reports  of  the  Committee. 

,  -^^  Some  large  carts,  provided  with  hoods  and  painted 
white,  are  now  used  as  delivery  carts  for  the  food, 
which  is  carried  in  large,  covered  metal-lined  wooden  tubs  in  place 
of  the  small  cans  once  used.  In  the  kitchen,  the  brooms  for  clean- 
ing the  kettles  are  hung  upon  the  walls  instead  of  standing  or  lying 
on  the  floor.  In  the  corridors  of  the  stone  barracks  for  men,  more 
legible  numbers  have  been  tacked  upon  the  ward  doors  and  lanterns 
placed  in  position  to  enable  the  men  to  find  their  way  back  to  the 
wards  at  night  from  the  water  towers. 

^      -  A  band  stand  was  erected  during  the  year  near 

the  blind  ward«,  and  used  for  the  concerts  on  Satur- 
day afternoons  throu^out  the  summer.  An  iron  fence  haa  been  placed 
along  the  terrace  behind  the  blind  men's  ward. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Having  received  numerous  reports  from  visitors  as 
Removal  of      ^^  ^^  .^^  ^^      ^^     ,  ^        ^^  ^^^^^  ^0 

Insane  Inmates. 

be  insane,  the  Visiting  Committee  brought  the  matter 

informally  to  the  attention  of  the  Superintendent  late  in  December, 
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1905,  and  sent  to  Commissioner  Hebberd  a  more  formal  communica- 
tion under  date  of  February  9,  1906,  when  it  was  learned  that  visits 
were  being  made  to  the  Home  by  the  Examiners  in  Lunacy.  As  the 
result  of  this  visitation  by  various  persons,  official  and  volunteer, 
the  Home  has  been  relieved  of  the  presence  of  many  insane  inmates 
since  January  1,  1906.  Their  removal  has  improved  the  comfort  of 
the  wards  from  which  they  were  taken,  and  probably  will  decrease 
the  frequently  observed  tendency  toward  mental  decline  on  the  part 
of  other  inmates  with  whom  they  were  formerly  confined. 

Re-da  sifi    ti  ^^^   f oUowiug    are    notable   recent    improvements 

in  re-classification : 

I.  The  mentally  defective,  but  not  insane,  women  who  have  for  some 
time  been  present  in  considerable  numbers  throughout  the  Home,  have 
been  segregated  in  one  ward,  where  they  had  already  been  numerous. 
This  ward  has  been  placed  in  charge  pf  a  nurse  specially  qualified  for 
the  duty. 

II.  As  planned  originally  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home,  and 
urged  in  the  reports  of  this  Committee,  60  crippled  men  have  been 
transferred  from  various  parts  of  the  Home  to  "male  blind  ward 
No.  1,"  now  known  popularly  as  the  "  Men's  Industrial  Ward,"  from 
the  many  crippled  workers  contributed  to  its  population  from  Ward  L, 
where  this  Committee  has,  for  several  years,  carried  on  its  work  of 
employment  for  the  infirm.  This  work,  established  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  officers  and  orderlies,  transformed  the  atmosphere  of 
Ward  L  from  one  of  gloom  to  an  atmosphere  of  great  cheerfulness. 
The  workers  form  really  the  most  hopeful  class  of  inmates.  Many 
of  them  are  generous,  respond  rapidly  to  efforts  for  encouragement, 
and  here  and  there  we  find  one  whom  we  can  bring  to  the  point  of 
self-support  outside  the  institution.  Three  have  been  placed  on  the 
pay  roll  at  the  Home,  two  as  orderlies,  and  one  in  the  machine 
shop. 

Basket  weaving,  rugmaking  and  beadwork  are  the  principal  occu- 
pations at  present,  but  enclosed  balconies  with  work  benches  would 
make  it  possible  to  undertake  desirable  forms  of  work  which  would 
be  the  source  of  too  much  noise  and  litter  in  the  ward  proper.  The 
ability  and  readiness  to  do  light  manual  work  should  be  the  test 
for  entrance  to  this  "  industrial  ward  "  and  a  portion  at  least  of  the 
energy  developed  among  the  workers  can  be  directed  in  time  to  work 
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that  will  be  of  use  to  the  institation.  The  men  say  the  ward  is 
'^h<mie,"  and  the  atmosphere  of  occupation  that  produces  liiis  effect 
should  be  cherished. 

III.  Epileptic  inmates  have  been  iremoved  from  a  ward  designed  to 
receive  a  class  of  inmates  of  more  normal  condition^  and  whose  ante- 
cedents have  been  of  somewhat  greats  refinement  than  those  of  the 
average  inmate,  or  who  have  no  criminal  record  at  least 

Minor  A  number  of  improvements  affecting  the  safely  and 

Administrative  welfare  of  the  inmates  have  been  made,  among  which 
In^rovements.  may  be  mentioned:  (a)  The  provision  of  watchmen's 
clocks,  to  ensure  greater  care  and  fidelity  in  the  making  of  rounds 
at  night;  (b)  the  aboliti(m  of  the  custom  of  having  a  cart  drawn 
with  a  rope,  for  various  purposes,  by  the  inmates,  a  custom  which 
savored  too  much  of  the  methods  of  tihe  neighboring  workhouse ;  and 
(c)  the  postponement  until  6  a.  m.  of  the  ringing  of  the  rising  bell, 
which  formerly  sounded  at  5.30  a.  m.,  too  early  an  hour  in  cold  weather, 
as  the  men  were  excluded  from  any  shelter  but  the  Klondike  until 
the  breakfast  hour^  6.30  a.  m. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee,  an  optician  has  been  sent 
by  the  Department  to  examine  the  eyes  of  those  inmates  who  wished, 
or  were  thought  to  require,  spectacles,  and  over  two  hundred  pairs 
of  glasses  were  furnished  by  the  Department 

g  By  a  change  of  management  in  the  small  general 

store  at  the  Home,  the  only  one  on  the  Island,  ihe 
inmates  are  now  able  to  purchase  a  mudi  wider  range  of  minor 
comforts  and  luxuries  with  the  meagre  funds  which  come  into  their 
possession  from  time  to  time.  For  a  considerable  period  the  store 
lacked  efficient  management  and  the  stock  ran  out  aknost  completely* 
For  a  list  of  needs  at  the  Home,  see  page  66. 
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METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL,* 

and 
Tuberculosis  Infirmary. 

A  hospital  for  acute  cases,  as  well  as  those  of  long  standing,  and  for 
tuberculosis  patients. 

Established  1875  on  Ward's  Island;  removed  to  Blackwell's  Island 
1894.    Tuberculosis  Infirmary  established  1902. 

Location,  north  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  opposite  Both  Street,  Man- 
hattan. 

Number  of  buildings,  15  (not  including  tents). 

Capacity  for  patients,  1,171. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  1,067. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees  October  i,.i9o6,  288. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  25  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  20. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  Training 
School  for  Nurses. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  active  development  of  much  needed  additional 
Capaci^        capacity   at  the   Metropolitan  Hospital,   though   not 

initiated  as  soon  as  at  City  Hospital,  is  now  to  be 
advanced  rapidly.  With  the  expenditure  of  nearly  |350,000  in  the 
erection  of  the  new  brick  dormitory  to  hou«e  male  employees;  an 
additional  wing  upon  the  present  Home  for  Nurses;  and  a  much 
larger  and  more  adequately  equipped  modern  home  for  the  nurses  of 
the  Metropolitan  Training  School,  it  is  estimated  that  100  additional 
beds  will  be  released  for  patients  in  the  main  building  of  the  Metro- 
politan Hospital  and  the  Annex  building  connected  therewith. 

.  Thus,  without  the  erection  of  an  additional  bu^ding 

M  th  d  *^  receive  beds  for  patients,  the  capacity  of  the  hos- 

pital will  be  increased  to  735  beds,  excluding  the  367 
beds  in  buildings  and  169  in  tents  at  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary.  The 
present  force  of  employees,  will  be  transferred'  from  dormitories,  of 
which  some  have  been  condemned  by  the  Board  of  Health  and  many 
are  dangerous  fire  traps,  to  well  arranged  brick  buildings,  that  for 

*For  Btatistics,  see  pages  137  and  138. 
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tlie  men  being  entirely  new,  while  the  women  employees  will  be 
accommodated  in  the  building  at  present  occupied  as  the  nurses'  home. 

The  four  temporary  wooden  structures  erected  in 
P^^o^      1905   to   receive    the   greatly    increased   number  of 

patients  for  whom  permanent  hospital  quarters  had 
not  been  provided,  were  completed  and  occupied  early  in  the  year 
1906y  liie  supporting  piles  having  been  enclosed  from  the  bottom 
of  the  building  to  the  ground,  as  urged  by  the  Visiting  Oommittee, 
to  render  the  buildings  more  weather  proof.  The  most  northerly  of 
these  pavilions  is  in  use  for  male  and  female  erysipelas  patients, 
the  pavilion  being  divided  by  a  transverse  partition  into  two  wards 
called  n  and  I  respectively.  The  next  pavilion,  called  V,  is  in  use 
for  female  patients  having  skin  diseases  and  ailments  of  a  nervous 
character.  The  third  pavilion,  W,  contains  male  patients  of  a  similar 
class,  and  in  the  fourth  pavilion,  X,  are  housed  some  forty  male 
orderlies. 

The  one-story  brick  pavilion  formerly  used  for  the 
Deror^  *t.     ^^^^  erysipelas  ward,  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  steward's 

supply  room  and  clothing  roouL 
The  walls  of  the  new  dormitory  for  male  employees 
d^ltc    ti  ^   ^^  nearly  completed  and  the  roof  will  soon  be  put 

'  in  place.  A  tent,  about  15  x  20  feet,  has  been  pro- 
vided as  headquarters  for  a  children's  playground.  The  children 
have  used  it  and  the  sand  pile  nearby  with  great  enjoyment,  under 
the  care  of  a  nurse,  by  whom  they  are  brought  out  to  the  tent  morn- 
ing and  afternoon.  The  morgue  has  been  renovated  and  provided 
with  a  drain  running  to  the  river.  Receptacles  with  proper  means 
for  refrigeration  should  be  installed  in  this  morgue. 

Among  minor  improvements  may  be  noted  a  new 

inor  operating  table  and  electric  lights  in  the  operating 

Improvements.      ^  »  o  .j    i 

room;  a  new  set  of  sterilizers;  and  new  individual 

gas  ironing  stoves  at  the  laundry.  The  ventilation  in  the  ironing  room 
of  the  laundry  is  inadequate,  and  although  there  are  two  skylights 
in  the  roof,  the  heat  of  the  room  is  intense  during  the  summer.  It 
is  thought  that  by  altering  the  construction  of  the  skylights,  pro- 
viding them  with  awnings  and  installing  an  exhaust  fan,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  room  would  be  made  more  endurable.  At  times  during 
the  past  summer,  the  women  working  under  the  skylights  have  been 
obliged  to  put  on  their  hats  for  protection  from  the  sun.  Repairs  hare 
been  made  to  the  roofs  of  the  pavilions  occupied  as  dormitories  for  male 
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dition,  peimanentlj  it  is  stated.  The  Committee  deprecates,  how- 
efCTy  the  continnancey  for  any  considerable  time,  of  the  presence  in 
wards  for  wom^i  of  these  children  in  ward  27^  and  of  children  haying 
whooping  con|^  and  sore  eyes  now  in  ward  20,  using  the  corridors 
and  toilets  in  common  with  adnlt  female  patients.  From  time  to 
time  onr  visitors  have  observed  boys  not  nnder  treatment  for  venereal 
diseases,  on  the  roof  garden  chiefly  occupied  by  men  from  the  wards 
for  patients  with  snch  diseases.  It  is  deplorable  to  subject  boys  and 
girls  to  the  moral  and  physical  dangers  of  contact  with  snch  adults, 
and  proper  facilities  should  be  provided  for  separate  classification 
and  treatment  of  children  and  youths. 

The  building  now  used  for  flie  children's  service  is 

A  New^        greatly  needed  for  a  convalescent  hospital,  and  should 

Ho^^  nce6e±  ^  released  for  that  purpose.     Obviously,  from  the 

above  recital  of  facts,  it  is  too  small  to  accommodate 
the  large  number  of  infants,  children  and  youths,  for  whom  treatment 
is  sought  at  Kings  County  Hospital. 

The  building  is  without  isolating  rooms,  except  a  little  closet  par- 
titioned off  on  one  of  the  fire-escapes;  it  lacks  a  suitable  operating 
room;  has  no  roof  garden  for  use  in  weaflier  unfavorable  for  use 
of  the  lawn,  and  during  quarantine;  and  space  valuable  for  hospital 
purposes  is  devoted  to  liie  kindergarten,  which  is  rightly  regarded 
as  indispensable,  for  curative,  disciplinary  and  educational  reasons. 
The  Visiting  Committee,  by  whose  members  the  kindergarten  was 
established  as  the  first  in  any  municipal  hospital  in  this  city,  has 
continued  to  take  great  interest  in  the  kindergarten,  and  is  justly 
proud  of  its  recognized  success. 

The  committee  urges  the  issue  of  corporate  stock 
.  Sec  d.  ^  ^^  amount  suflScient  to  provide  a  building  or  build- 
ings adequate  to  receive  the  large  children's  service  of 
this  important  hospital,  with  a  thorough  classification  based  on  the 
physical  and  moral  requir^nents  of  patients  of  tender  age.  Much 
creditable  work  is  done  for  children  here,  notably  in  the  orthopedic 
department,  and  special  facilities  should  be  provided  to  avail  of  the 
skilled  attendance  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  poor,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  city. 

The  new  building  for  the  reception  and  observation 
P^vuT^^        of  patients  suspected  of  having  contagious  diseases, 

was  opened  late  in  June,  1906,  and  within  a  very  short 
time  proved  its  utility,  as  it  served  to  receive  several  employees  who 
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helpers^  and  many  other  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  summer 
and  our  visitors  report  that  the  general  appearance  of  the  institution 
is  very  good. 

Ground  "^^^  grounds  around  the  hospital  have  been  improved 

considerably  in  appearance  by  tearing  down  one  of 
the  old  wooden  pavilions  directly  north  of  the  superintendent's  cot- 
tage, and  grading  its  site. 

The  road  between  the  power  house  and  dining  room  of  the  in- 
firmary has  been  paved,  and  gutters  and  drains  put  in,  by  the  industry 
of  one  of  the  hospital  patients,  who  seems  to  take  genuine  pride 
and  interest  in  this  work,  for  which  he  receives  no  compensation. 
This  example  of  industry  is  worthy  of  special  mention,  and  of  emula- 
tion by  some  of  the  patients  and  inmates  who  seem  to  think  that 
any  requirement  for  contribution  on  their  part  to  the  work  of  the 
hospital  is  a  great  hardship. 

SUPPLIES. 

We  have  received  but  few  reports  as  to  the  lack  of  supplies  at 
the  hospital  during  the  year,  and  at  the  date  of  this  report  the  neces- 
sary supplies  seem  to  be  well  in  hand. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Mickle,  on  account  of  poor  health,  tendered 
S       .*^^*  ***      his  resignation  as  Superintendent  of  the  Metropolitan 

'  Hospital,  taking  effect  April  1,  1906,  and  Dr.  George 
T.  Stewart  waB  transferred  to  that  office  from  the  position  of  Execu- 
tive Superintendent  of  the  hospitals  of  the  Department  of  Health. 

The  most  notable  administrative  improvement  of 

S     *  w  "d      ^^  ^^^^  ^^®  ^^^  ^®  elimination  of  the  overcrowding 
ome      ar  s.    ^^  ^^rds  D  and  E.     On  April  12,  1905,  the  floor 

beds  on  Ward'  D  numbered  29,  and  those  upon  E  numbered  33,  but 
at  a  corresponding  time  in  April,  1906,  these  wards  were  free  from 
any  excess  of  patients  over  their  capacity,  although  in  the  hospital 
SLB  a  whole  the  number  of  i)atients  was  greater  by  nearly  100  than 
at  that  season  in  1905. 

The  census  of  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  ran  as  high 

Senous         ^  ^24^  in  January,  1906,  the  excess  over  capacity 

V  rcrow     g.   g^jj^^j^^jj^g  ^^  -j^^g  ^^^  January  23, 1906.    As  64  patients 

with  ailments  of  a  relatively  chronic  character  were  transferred  from 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital  to  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  on 
Blackwell's  Island  during  the  months  of  November,  1905,  to  April, 
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1906,  inclusiye  (36  in  the  months  of  November  *  and  December),  it 
will  be  seen  that  beds  were  thus  freed  without  which  the  overcrowd- 
ing at  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  would  have  reached  even  more  serious 
proportions,  although  of  course  the  opening  of  the  Emergency  Pavil- 
ions, beginning  in  February,  afforded  considerable  relief.  We  are 
informed  that  these  transfers  have  been  due  principally  to  the  activity 
of  the  general  inspector. 

At  the  date  of  this  report,  although  the  total  census  in  the  main 
hospital  shows  a  considerable  number  of  vacancies,  there  is  still  crowd- 
ing on  some  of  the  wards,  notably  at  the  Infirmary,  and  owing  to 
delays  in  completion  of  the  dormitory  for  male  employees,  no  further 
relief  during  the  coming  winter  is  in  sight. 

TUBERCULOSIS    INFIRMARY. 

«      T    ta  '^^^  capacity  of  the  infirmary  has  been  increased 

by  the  erection  of  two  tents,  making  twelve  in  all  for 
male  patients,  and  releasing  for  the  use  of  female  patients  the  two 
tents  which  at  the  time  of  greatest  pressure  last  year  were  used  for 
the  men.  An  enclosed  wooden  corridor  about  five  feet  wide  has  been 
built  at  the  rear  of  the  tents  for  men,  connecting  them  with  the  toilet 
tower  at  the  rear  of  the  men's  infirmary  building.  This  passageway 
affords  easy  access  at  night,  and  during  inclement  weather,  from  the 
tents  to  the  main  building  of  the  infirmary.  Awnings  have  been 
provided  between,  and  at  the  sides  of,  the  tents  for  women. 

Early   in  the  year  covered  by  this  report,   direct 
I   o*^     *     ta    <^^^^^*^^^  wi^    steam  was    provided  for  the   plate 

warmers  in  the  dining  room  of  Ward  Q  as  recom- 
mended frequently  in  our  letters  to  the  Department,  beginning  with 
June  14, 1904.  The  plate  warmers  now  heat  plates,  etc.,  efficiently,  and 
with  reasonable  care  in  service  it  should  be  possible  to  obviate  further 
complaints  that  food  is  served  cold  to  the  patients  on  this  ward. 
This  dining  room  now  presents  a  very  attractive  appearance,  having 
been  painted,  white  sash  curtains  hung,  and  a  bread  chest  provided. 

Both  of  the  infirmary  buildings  have  been  fitted 
^^^^^^^^'  throughout  with  metal  ceilings,  and  have  been  painted. 

During  the  progress  of  this  work  the  solarium  was 
used  to  receive  beds  for  the  male  patients,  and  many  patients  were 
refused  admission  to  the  infirmary,  so  that  there  was  great  over 
crowding  in  the  tuberculosis  pavilions  at  Bellevue  Hospital  and  else- 
where in  the  city.  Numerous  other  structural  improvements  have 
been  planned  and  are  under  way  for  the  infirmary. 
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On  the  ground  floor  at  the  north  side  of  the  in- 

New  Office 

.     JO  firmary  an  office  has  been  fitted  up  in  the  alcove,  and 

the  business  of  the  entire  infirmary  is  there  transacted. 
New  book-cases  have  been  installed,  and  a  typewriter.  The  Supervis- 
ing Nurse  has  been  given  the  former  office  room  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  ground  floor,  and  an  additional  telephone  placed  in  it 
for  her.  The  alcove  on  the  north  side  of  Ward  N  is  to  be  fitted  for 
a  patient's  dining  room,  for  the  use  of  those  patients  who  cannot 
go  down  stairs  to  the  main  dining  room  for  their  meals.  A  room 
adjoining  alcove  A  on  this  floor. is  being  fitted  up  as  a  toilet  and 
wash  room  for  the  nurses. 

Fi     P    t    ti  Spiral  fire-escapes  are  being  installed  near  the  mid- 

'  die  of  this  building,  and  the  means  for  protection 
against  fire  have  been  improved  by  installing  a  larger  number  of 
new  extinguishers,  new  axes  and  new  hooks.  A  new  fire  gong  has 
been  placed  on  Ward  N  for  fire  drill  and  alarm,  and  fire  rules  have 
been  placed  on  each  floor  of  both  buildings. 

The  interior  of  the  dining  room  has  been  painted 
^Room!"**^    and  new  radiators  installed.    Storm  doors  have  been 

erected  at  the  rear  entrance,  and  closets  at  the  north 
end  of  the  dining  room.    White  table  cloths  are  now  used  at  dinner. 

New  windows  have  been  installed,  each  having  two 
Btiildin  large  panes  which  permit  much  better  lighting  of  the 

wards.  Heat  retaining  covers  have  been  made  for  the 
plate  warmers  in  the  kitchens  of  Wards  K  and  L,  but  these  still 
need  to  be  provided  with  water  supply  and  waste  pipes  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  pouring  in  and/  bailing  out  the  water  used  to  heat 
the  dishes  and  keep  warm  the  food.  These  and  many  other  improve- 
ments in  plumbing  are  contemplated  when  the  necessary  funds  shall 
have  been  made  available  by  the  authorities  charged  with  the  appor- 
tionment of  public  moneys. 

p      -.  Both  clothing  and  food  supplies  have  been  improved 

greatly  at  the  infirmary.  A  dietary  is  now  in  force 
which  provides  for  a  larger  number  of  eggs,  and  other  articles  of 
diet,  while  an  increased  supply  of  milk  ha»  been  provided,  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  member  of  the  medical  board.  Among  other  new 
articlee  of  clothing  may  be  mentioned  eome  very  attractive  plaid  gowns 
made  from  steamer  rugs.  A  new  form  of  sputum  bottle  is  now  used 
which  is  made  of  blue  glass  and  has  a  pointed  base,  so  that  it  cannot 
be  laid  down  readily. 


Adminlstrati  ^^^  salary  of  the  Supemsing  Nurse  at   liie  In- 

firmary has  been  increased  and  she  has  been  given 
authority  to  employ  and  discharge  nurses  at  the  Infirmary^  and  full 
charge  over  minor  employees. 
For  a  list  of  needs  at  this  hospital^  see  page  66. 

METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 

The  usual  courses  have  been  given  this  year  at  the  Training  School, 
and  the  course  in  dietetics,  formerly  conducted  at  the  New  York  City 
Training  School  was  given  this  year  at  the  Home  of  the  Metropolitan 
Training  School,  saving  the  long  trip  for  the  nurses. 

On  May  26th,  at  the  annual  commencement  of  the  Training  School, 
diplomas  were  given  to  16  pupil  nurses,  and  7  graduate  nurses.  In 
order  to  increase  the  number  of  applicants  for  training,  advertise- 
ments have  been  published  in  the  Outlook  and  Independent,  with 
favorable  results. 

The  number  of  nurse®  employed  has  been  increased-  from  57  to  64. 

Great  encouragement  is  felt  in  the  prospect  for  a  new  nurses'  home, 
to  contain  better  housing  and  educational  facilities.  Commiseaoner 
Hebberd  has  recognized  the  prime  importance  of  these  facilities,  and 
the  necessity  for  providing  in  advance  adequate  accommodations  for 
the  nurses  who  are  to  care  for  the  additional  patients  soon  to 
be  admitted  to  the  hospital.    The  new  home  is  now  definitely  assured. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND 

SCHOOLS.* 

For  the  care  of  destitute  sick,  crippled  and  defective  children. 

Children's  Hospital.    Capacity,  658.    Established  1837. 

School  for  Feeble-Minded.     Capacity,  410  beds. 

Custodial  Asylum.     Capacity,  447  beds. 

Number  of  buildings,  50. 

Nimiber  of  officers  and  employees,  all  institutions,  324. 

Chief  executive  officer,  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  visiting  staif  of  20  and  a  house  staff  of 
4  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervisor  and  paid  untrained  nurses. 

Census  October  i,  igo6;  Children's  Hospital,  604;  School  for  Feeble- 
Minded,  398;  Custodial  Asylum,  416;  total,  1,418. 

hu  *For  statistics,  see  pages  138  and  130. 
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IMPROVBMENTS. 

P  .  „  The  "  Red  House,"  Dr  old  prison  building,  with  its 

small,  dark  and  poorly  ventilated  cells,  so  long  occu- 
pied as  sleeping  rooms  by  many  male  helpers,  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
city  and  the  concern  of  Commissioners,  is  being  remodeled  at  last, 
and  the  Committee  notes  with  pleasure  that  most  of  the  cells  have 
been  torn  out,  and  that  work  is  in  progress  on  the  walls  of  the  addi- 
tional wing. 

Girls'  H    o'tal       '^^^  building  formerly  used  as  the  Infants'  Hospital 

has  been  provided  with  a  new  roof,  and  new  window 
frames  and  sashes.  Bepairs  have  been  made  to  its  balconies  also, 
and  the  work  of  repainting  the  entire  building,  which  was  comvienced 
last  year,  is  now  nearly  completed,  so  that  it  appears  very  fresh  and 
clean. 

It  is  now  used  to  house  about  170  girle  having  eye,  skin  and  scalp 
dieieases,  with  some  caees  of  vaginitis;  also  30  nurtBes,  and  28  women 
employees,     i 

A  dining  room  for  the  female  custodial  patients  has 
"^Buil^*^        been  provided  on  the  ground  floor  in  the  South  or 

main  portion  of  the  girls'  custodial  building. 
Partitions  have  been  removed,  a  new  floor  laid,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  flfty  girls  now  eat  in  this  room.  The  waiting  room  also 
has  been  renovated,  and  the  linen  room  adjoining.  This  building  is 
overcrowded,  unfortunately,  its  census  reaching  two  hundred  and 
more,  frequently. 

Children's  In  ward  15,  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  old  reception 

Custodial  building,  occupied  by  male  custodial  cases  of  a  medium 
Building.  jjg^^  ^  ^^^  bathroom  and  kitchen  have  been  provided, 
and  the  play  room  windows  have  been  repaired. 
•  On  the  top  floor  of  this  building  are  housed  some  thirty-five  idiotic 
boys  about  six  years  of  age,  in  ward  17,  under  the  care  of  a  nurse 
(paid  (20  a  month),  and  one  female  helper  (paid  flO). 

Older  custodial  boys  from  pavilion  F  are  utilized  to  assist  in  the 
work.  In  August,  toe  of  the  boys  in  the  ward  was  scalded  at  the 
bath  tub  in  some  way  not  exactly  ascertained,  but  while  the  nurse's 
attention  was  occupied  elsewhere,  and  he  died  within  twenty-four 
hours.  The  nurse  has  been  discharged  and  the  handle  of  the  hot 
water  faucet  removed  from  the  tub.    This  is  a  precaution  in  use  at 
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other  institutions  and  will  be  enforced,  we  hope,  throughout  the  wards 
of  the  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools. 

Ward  16,  on  the  second  floor  of  this  building,  is  now  occupied  by 
younger  idiots  of  the  most  helpless  grade,  who  are  carried  out  in 
pleasant  weather  to  sit  in  chairs  upon  an  asphalted  area  at  the  rear 
of  the  building,  overlooking,  toward  the  north,  a  play  ground  used 
by  the  epileptic  boys.  A  fence  has  been  built,  screening  the  area 
from  other  buildings.  It  is  thought  that  a  small  pavilion  for  these 
children  should  be  provided  upon  this  area,  of  open  construction, 
but  capable  of  being  enclosed  for  winter  use.  These  idiotic  childiren 
were  formerly  in  pavilion  Q,  a  small  wooden  pavilion  not  fit  for  a 
ward,  but  which  is  now  used  as  an  upholstery  shop  in  which 
hair  is  picked  by  older  custodial  boys,  and  made  up  into  mattresses 
by  a  workman. 

Ward  K^,  upon  the  top  floor  of  pavilion  H,  has 
c  tc^jdW^'d  '^^  provided  with  fly  screens,  a  great  improvement, 
^.,  both  for  the  comfort  of  the  patients  in  this  hospital 

ward,  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  especially  those 
of  the  eye.  Such  infection  is  believed  to  be  frequent  at  this  institution. 
B    d  Stand,    t        Some  of  the  older  boys  under  the  direction  of  the 

'  carpenter  have  built  a  roof  over  the  band  stand  near 
the  industrial  building,  and  this  open  pavilion,  which  is  stained  a 
dark  green  color,  presents  an  attractive  appearance. 

Through    the    co-operation   of   the    Superintendent 

Clw**T^*      with  the  Protestant  Chaplain  and  some  ladies  of  the 

City  Mission  and  other  friends,  a  chapel  has  been  fitted 

up  in  the  central  wooden  pavilion.     An  altar  has  been  given,  an 

organ,   and   a   chandelier,   and   pews   are   to   be   provided   by   the 

Department 

An  additional  boiler  of  200  horse  power  has  been 
^^^^  to  ^"*^'  installed  at  the  central  power  house,  and  the  smoke 

stacks  have  been  cleaned  and  painted.  The  new 
crematory  is  in  satisfactory  operation  for  the  incineration  of  garbage, 
etc. 

Water  Towers.  ^^^^^  are  being  prepared  for  water  towers,  in  con- 
nection with  several  buildings.  The  erection  of  tiiese 
towers  has  been  made  possible  by  the  approval  of  an  item  of  f42,000, 
included  in  the  issue  of  corporate  stock  approved  on  August  10th, 
and  some  additional  space  will  be  released  for  beds  by  the  removal 
of  the  existing  toilets. 
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Many   repairs   and   improvements   in   construction 

Minor  Structural  have  been  made^  including  the  laying  of  new  floors 

Improvements,  and  patching  of  ceilings;   considerable  painting  and 

whitewashing,  especially  in  the  cellars;  and  the  in- 
stallation of  plumbing,  as  for  example,  porcelain  lined  instead  of 
iron  bath  tubs,  and  radiators,  furnace  grates  and  gas  stoves,  in 
various  places  where  needed. 

^       ,  Great  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  appearance 

of  the  quadrangle  adjoining  the  office  building,  and 
the  central  portion  of  the  Island  with  its  lawns  and  flower  beds 
presents  the  usual  attractive  appearance.  The  children  have  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  little  gardens  under  cultivation. 

The  outer  portion  of  the  Island  presents  in  many  places  a  some- 
what unkempt  appearance,  which  could  be  bettered  by  systematic  atten- 
tion, and  in  many  places  the  roads  are  seriously  out  of  repair.  The 
old  quarry  behind  the  ice  house  is  a  breeding  place  for  mosquitoes, 
and  is  now  being  filled  in. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Our  Visitora  have  noted  a  marked  improvement  in  the  attitude  of 

employees  toward  inmates.    They  speak  of  personal  injunctions  given 

by  the  Commissioner  upon  this  point. 

On  June  1,  1906,  a  steward  was  appointed  at  a 
Appouitments. 

salary  of  $1,200,  with  maintenance.    This  appointment 

was  made  possible,  among  other  appointments,  by  an  issue  of  special 

revenue  bonds,  and  the  position  has  been  included  in  the  estimate 

for  the  year  1907.    During  the  vacation  of  the  Superintendent,  the 

steward  filled  the  position  of  Acting  Superintendent,  as  the  position 

of  Deputy   Superintendent  still  remains  vacant.    We  are  glad  to 

note  also  the  appointments  of  a  dietitian  and  a  dentist,  both  of  which 

positions  have  been  vacant  for  over  two  years.    Miss  Harriette  Gorton, 

formerly  dietitian  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  was  appointed  to  the  same 

position  at  the  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools  on  July  25th,  at 

a  salary  of  f  900,  with  maintenance,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 

her  position  on  August  1st. 

Dr.  W.  Hermann  has  been  appointed  dentist  of  the  institution,  at 

a  salary  of  9^00,  without  maintenance,  and  has  visited  weekly  since 

his  appointment  on  August  8th. 
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^         .  During  the  year  ending  July  31, 1906,  the  contagions 

diseases  occurring  in  these  institutions  were  Pertussis, 

Varicella,  Measles,  Chicken  Pox,  Scarlatina,  Erysipelas,  Diphtheria, 

Meningitis  and  Scarlet  Fever,  in  numbers  following  approximately 

the  order  named.    Pertussis  furnished  by  far  the  largest  number  of 

cases,  ranging  from  5  to  17  cases  per  month  in  seven  months  out 

of  the  twelve.    January  furnished  28  cases  of  contagion  from  all  the 

diseases  named,  the  highest  number  in  any  one  month,  but  in  five 

different  months  there  were  over  21  cases  per  month,  and  in  no  month 

were  there  less  than  4  cases. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  July  31,  1906,  out 

Deaths  From    ^f  ^  total  of  78  deaths  at  the  Hospitals  and  Schools, 

ontagious      there  were  only  four  deaths  from  the  diseases  listed, 
Diseases. 

according  to  the  monthly  reports,  one  being  due  to 

Meningitis  and  three  to  Diphtheria.  (There  were  in  all  four  cases 
of  Diphtheria  during  the  above  twelve  months.)  The  deaths  from 
contagious  diseases  during  the  preceding  twelve  monliis  (August,  1904, 
to  July  1905,  inclusive)  numbered  5,  of  which  two  were  due  to  Diph- 
theria and  three  to  Meningitis. 

-,       .  During  the  two  years  under  discussion  no  cases 

were   removed   by    the   Board   of   Health,    we   have 
learned  upon  inquiry. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  Board  of  Health  should  be 
requested  to  remove  promptly  upon  notification  all  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria,  except  those  patients  whose  condition  would 
render  transfer  dangerous.  There  were  on  September  7th,  two  cases 
of  JDiphtheria,  one  a  boy  from  ward  H,  and  the  other  a  girl  from 
wards  21  and  22.  These  patients  were  occupying  ward  41  in  the 
reception  hospital,  and  the  quarantine  pavilion  No.  35.  Wards  H  and 
21-22  were  in  quarantine.  In  the  quarantine  pavilion  No.  34  there 
were  15  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  in  No.  36  one  case  of  Measles. 
By  removal  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria,  it  would  be  possible  to  reserve 
the  quarantine  pavilions  for  the  less  virulent  contagious  diseases. 
We  are  glad  to  learn  that  plans  have  been  prepared  for  two  new 
quarantine  pavilions,  similar  to  those  at  present  in  use,  but  having 
sanitary  cement  floors,  and  provided  with  stationary  wash  tubs. 

The  Visiting  Committee  has  suggested  from  time  to 

-       T^  time  the  transfer  of  other  patients,  to  institutions  for 

the  blind,  or  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  when  members 
of  the  Committee  have  observed  individuals  capable  of  more  special- 
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ized  instruction  tban  is  afforded  by  the  Hospitals  and  Schools,  or 
too  old  to  benefit  by  a  longer  residence  with  children. 

It  is  thought  that  more  adequate  instruction  should  be  provided 
on  Randall's  Island  for  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  and  especially  for 
those  whose  feebleness  of  mind  is  of  a  degree  to  preclude  their  ad- 
mission to  one  of  the  r^ular  schools  for  non-feeble-minded  mutes, 
or  blind  children,  but  who  are  still  capable  of  improvement  under 
special  instruction. 

The  Committee  has  suggested  that  a  formal  notice 

^of  Educatio!!!'^  ^  ®®^*  ^^  *®  ^^^^^  ^^  Education  whenever  a  child 

is  discharged  from  the  Island  to  the  city,  in  order 
that  the  truancy  officer  may  be  informed  promptly,  and  thus  avoid 
delay  in  placing  the  child  in  school. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  scales  have  been  provided 
d^D*  t.  ^^  *^®  Reception  Building,  and  that  children  are  now 
weighed  upon  admission  to  the  Island.  A  few  of  the 
children  have  been  weighed  at  the  end  of  their  detention  in  the 
Reception  Building,  and  some  have  shown  a  gain  of  ten  pounds  in 
weight  The  Committee  on  Diet  of  the  Children's  Hospital  has  under 
consideration  a  plan  for  a  systematic  record  of  weights  to  be  used 
as  a  basis  for  ordering  diets  for  individuals. 

The  establishment  of  such  a  system  would  mark  an  important 
advance  in  the  welfare  of  the  children,  we  are  confident,  and  results 
may  be  anticipated  equal  to  those  gained  at  the  New  York  Orphan 
Asylum,  a  brief  account  of  which  can  be  found  in  the  1904  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  pages  20-22. 
Q  -.  The  crowding  of  the  three  departments  at  the  Hos- 

pitals and  Schools  on  Randall's  Island  is  still  increas- 
ing, and  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906,  the  number  of 
inmates  increased  from  1,282  to  1,418  or  10.63%,  a  very  large  increase 
for  one  year. 

Only  one  patient  from  this  institution  has  been  transferred  to 
Rome  in  the  year  1906  up  to  the  end  of  September,  we  are  informed, 
and  the  Committee  realizes  that  radical  means  to  provide  for  the 
increasing  numbers  of  such  patients  from  New  York  City  must  be 
urged  at  Rome  and  will  gladly  do  its  part  in  bringing  this  need 
afresh  to  the  attention  of  the  State  authorities. 

There  were  on  September  29th,  218  males  in  the  custodial  depart- 
ment.   Pavilion  F  has  been  so  crowded  that  nearly  fifty  beds  have 
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been  placed  on  the  ground  floor,  in  the  playroom  set  apart  la^t 
year  for  the  cnatodial  boya  who  occupy  the  second  floor  of  F.  We 
regvet  this  backward  step.  If  more  of  the  older  idiots  cannot  be 
received  at  Borne,  we  hope  that  an  additional  recreation  room  can 
be  provided  for  the  younger  patients.  About  tw^ity  (20)  boys  from 
pavilion  F  are  employed  in  the  newly  established  industry  of  hair 
picking,  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  occupati<me  suitable  to  their  very 
low  intelligence  will  be  found,  aa  the  improvement  in  carriage  and 
cheerfulness  due  to  the  occupation  has  been  marked  by  our  visitors. 

Work  in  the  gymnasium  has  continued  sufostantiallj 

^ercise  and    ^^  noted  in  the  report  of  the  Visiting  Committee  for 
Recreation.  '^  ^ 

the  year  1905,  and  the  recent  dismissal  of  the  orderly 

assigned  to  instruction  of  the  children,  for  violence  to  a  pupil,  empha- 
sises the  need  for  appointment  of  a  skillful  and  reliable  physical 
instructor. 

The  Committee  hopes  that  selection  will  be  made  of  a  person  quali- 
fied by  actual  experience  in  the  adiaptatiou  of  calisthenics  to  indi- 
viduals, in  order  to  avail  fully  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
gymnasium  for  the  better  physical  development  of  the  children. 

The  children  have  enjoyed  again  this  year  the  band  concerts  and 
boat  excursions,  which  have  become  important  features  of  the  lif« 
of  the  institution.  Dances  have  been  held  in  the  different  wards, 
and  on  July  41h  athletic  games  and  an  entertainment  were  held, 
which  elicited  hearty  praise  from  the  medical  board.  Uniforms  have 
been  provided  for  the  players  in  the  ball  games  of  the  feeble-minded 
boy«.  These  efforts  to  bring  pleasure  to  the  childifen  are  highly  appre- 
ciated by  them  and  by  their  friends. 


NDEDS. 

THie  Committee  believes  that  the  Department  is  fully 

KT  d  d.  *^*  ^^^^®  *^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^®  various  new  buildings  men- 
tioned in  the  Committee's  report  for  the  year  1905. 
Three  of  the  chief  needs  have  been  already  met  in  the  provision  for 
water  towers,  additional  quarantine  pavilions  and  reconstruction  of 
the  male  helpers'  dormitory.  Of  the  needs  still  remaining  we  deem 
very  important  that  of  a  pavilion  for  the  paralytics,  boys  and  ^rls. 
There  are  over  sixty  of  these  unfortunate  children  who  are  nearly 
all  capable  of  intelligent  and  partially  self-supporting  lives.     They 
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should  be  housed  and  educated  apart  from  the  custodial,  feeble-minded 
and  epileptic  children. 

Additional  hospital  buildings  for  the  various  divisions  of  the  in- 
stitution are  greatly  needed. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  emphasize  also  the  need 

^^^.  ^^^^^^  for  removal  of  the  central  kitchen  to  a  separate 
*"^  bSS^^"  building.    This  kitchen  is  one  of  the  hottest  places  in 

the  summer  time  in  which  we  have  observed  men  at 
work  in  the  Department.  A  record  of  the  temperature  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  room  from  the  range  was  kept  for  the  week  ending  August 
20th,  we  are  informed,  and  the  temperature  was  never  less  than  112 
degrees,  and  was  as  high  as  120  degrees. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  danger  from  fire  is  very  serious,  as  the 
building  is  non-flre-proof,  and  the  wood  is  kept  at  an  extremely  high 
temperature  by  the  heat  from  the  kitchen.  The  upper  floors  are 
occupied  by  women  employees.  If  the  kitchen  were  removed,  the 
entire  building  might  be  reconstructed  to  serve  as  a  dormitory  for 
these  employees. 

The  industrial  work  of  the  schools  is  worthy  of  a 
BiiUdin  niore  substantial  building  than  the  old  pavilion  in 

which  nearly  150  boys  and  girls  work  at  tailoring, 
cobbling,  basketry,  dressmaking  and  rug  weaving.  A  carpet  loom 
has  been  added  this  year  to  the  apparatus,  but  there  is  practically 
no  room  for  the  further  equipment  of  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  educational  work  for  the  classes  of  inmates  instructed 
at  this  institution.  Any  possibility  of  self-reliance  and  self-support 
in  the  inmates  is  most  likely  to  develop  in  the  industrial  building. 
A  coat  of  paint  has  improved  its  appearance,  but  its  walls  are  shored 
up  with  props  outside,  and  it  is  lacking  in  ventilation,  and  in  neces- 
sary apparatus  for  carrying  on  properly  the  several  branches  of 
work. 

We  trust  the  appropriation  requested  by  the  Department  for  a  new 
building  will  be  allowed  and  that  the  building  can  be  erected  in  the 
year  1907. 

.     „  The  ice  house  has  been  made  more  nearly  air  tight 

by  repairs  to  the  doors.  A  new  ice  house  is  needed 
at  the  dock,  to  furnish  storage  for  the  ice,  and  to  permit  economical 
care  of  the  same.  At  present  there  ie  much  unnecessary  hauling  of 
the  ice  in  large  quantities. 
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Min     N    dft.       There  is  need  for  metal  ceilings  in  a  number  of  the 

buildings,  as  for  example  the  school  room  under  the 
Catholic  Chapel;  where  some  very  thick  old  ventilating  gratings  seem 
dangerously  insecure.    (See  also,  list  of  needs  on  page  67.) 

MUNICIPAL  LODGING  HOUSE.* 

An  institution  for  the  temporary  shelter  of  homeless  persons  not  in 

need  of  hospital  treatment. 
Established  December  1896. 

Situation,  398  First  Avenue,  near  Twenty-third  Street,  Manhattan. 
Number  of  buildings,  i. 

Number  of  beds,  264  for  men  and  41  for  women;  total,  305. 
Highest  number  of  applicants  for  lodgings  in  one  day  during  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1906,  226  men,  17  women. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  paid,  17;  unpaid,  22;  total,  39. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Hour  of  admission,  5  P.  M.  for  women;  7    P.  M.  for  men. 
Hour  of  discharge,  6.30  A.  M.  for  men;  7  A.  M.  for  women. 

NBW   BUILDING. 

I       Under  the  contract  for  f 273,900,  awarded  December 
C  '^^*ti         ^^'  1906f  work  has  proceeded  but  slowly  upon  the  new 

building,  owing  to  the  presence  of  tide  water  in  the 
excavation,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  proper  foundation.  At 
the  date  of  this  report  about  three-fourths  of  the  concrete  floor  in 
the  basement  has  been  laid,  a  corresponding  portion  of  the  base- 
ment walls,  and  part  of  the  iron  work.  Iron  sheet  pile  waterproofing 
is  being  placed  around  the  part  still  filled  with  water. 

OLD  LODGING  HOUSB. 

The  lease  of  the  present  Lodging  House  will  be 
L^ase  ana       renewed.     Fortunately  the  census  has  not  been  high 

during  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  the  largest 
number  of  applications  for  lodging  on  any  one  night  being  243,  on 
October  21,  1905,  including  211  men,  15  boys  and  17  women.  The 
largest  number  of  applications  by  women  on  any  night  was  26,  upon 
March  3, 1905. 

*For  statiBtios,  see  page  140. 
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Four  reasons  are  assigned  for  the  low  census,  viz: 

Low^Ccnfus      ^^^  Pleasant  weather;   (2)   plenty  of  work;   (3)  the 

;*«  fact  that  lodgers  from  out  of  the  city  are  now  sent 

to  work  at  the  woodyard   (0.  O.  S.)  the  morning  after  their  first 

application ;  and  (4)  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  rules  for  commitment 

of  vagrants.    The  last  two  are  said  to  discourage  a  large  number  of 

possible  applicants  after  the  practice  becomes  known  to  them. 

^        ^  We  give  below  a  table  showing  the  number  of  lodgers 

sent  to  Court  as  vagrants  during  the  year  covered  by 
this  report,  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding  years,  the  table 
showing  also  the  numbers  convicted  and,  discharged. 

Octoler  iBt  to  September  SOth. 

1903-4.  1904-5.  1905-6. 

Men.      Women.        Men.        Women.  Men.      Women 

Sent  to  court  as  vagrants.     739        135     1,162        174        635  94 

Convicted 568  86        920        118        480  6S 

Discharged   171  49        242  56        155  26 


I       ti    ti    s        ^^^  ^^^  hsive  usually  been  assigned  to  the  duty 

of  investigating  the  references  given  by  applicants  for 
lodgings,  going  personally  to  the  addresses  given.  Beginning  with 
July  1, 1906,  trial  was  made  of  a  system  of  inquiries  by  mail,  addressed 
to  the  references  given  by  the  applicant,  with  a  stamped  return  en- 
velope enclosed,  and  a  blank  to  be  filled  out  and  signed  by  the  alleged 
employer.  This  has  the  advantage  of  placing  the  Department  in  pos- 
session of  a  signed  statement,  and  as  the  ratio  of  replies  to  inquiries 
has  been  as  high  as  90  per  cent  in  one  month,  the  investigators  have 
been  withdrawn,  and  one  has  been  detailed  to  the  clerical  work  of 
sending  out  inquiries  and  entering  the  data  secured. 

A  tabulation  of  the  results  of  these  inquiries  follows — 

Total  number  of  lodgers  of  all  kinds  received  from  July 
1, 1906,  to  September  30,  1906 7,437 

Number  of  references  given- 5,597 

No  references  given 1,840 

Total : 7,437 

7 
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BesultB  of  inyestigating  references: 

Favorable  report 3,086 

Bad  report 5 

Doubtful  identiflcatioii 124 

Beferencee  not  fonnd 270 

Lodger  unknown  to  reference 256 

Previonsly  investigated 1,345 

Pending 511 


Total 5,597 


ADMINISTRATION. 


k 


On  July  15,  1906,  Wm.  C.  Yorke  was  transferred 
from  the  position  of  investigator,  at  a  salary  of  f  1,800, 
to  the  position  of  Superintendent,  at  a  salary  of  $2,400. 

IMPROVBMBNTS. 

A  card  record  was  installed  on  July  1,  1906,  hav- 
R^^'^da        ^^^  *^  ^^  important  feature  an  alphabetical   index 

enabling  past  records  of  individuals  to  be  consulted 
readily  in  determining  what  lodgers  should  be  sent  to  Court,  etc. 

Among  numerous  improvements  in  equipment  may 

structural       y^  noted:    A  hot  tea  urn  in  the  waiting  room  of  the 
Improvements* 

dormitory  for  women  lodgers;  better  fire-alarm  bells; 

a  bench  for  lodgers  awaiting  vaccination  (obviating  the  need  for  rous- 
ing them  from  sleep  in  the  dormitories) ;  electric  fans  in  several  places 
where  needed;  and  closets  for  the  caretakers  employed  in  the  men's 
dormitories. 

STEAMBOATS  AND  DOCKS. 

-        .  The  summer  excursions  upon  the  S.  S.  "Fidelity," 

Excursions.  '^  "^ 

which  were  the  source  of  so  much  enjoyment  to  the 
inmates  of  the  Children's  Hospitals  and  Schools,  and  the  few  on 
Blackwell's  Island  who  were  permitted  to  go  last  year,  were  made 
available  this  summer  for  all  the  institutions  under  the  Department 
of  Charities  on  both  these  Islands.  About  sixteen  tripe  were  allotted 
to  each  institution,  as  nearly  as  possible  two  each  week.  Altogether, 
5,037  persons  enjoyed  these  outings,  in  July,  August  and  September. 
A  member  of  our  Committee  was  present  on  one  of  the  excursions, 
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and  on  that  day  some  fifty  men  and  twenty -five  women,  patients  from 
the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary,  had  the  benefit  of  the  sail  to  Staten  Island 
with  the  refreshing  air  and  bright  sunshine.  Several  doctors  and 
nurses  accompanied  the  party,  and  sandwiches  and  milk  were  pro- 
vided in  abundance.  Awnings  and  chairs  have  been  added  to  the 
equipment  of  the  "Fidelity"  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  the 
excursionists,  and  the  curative  effect  is  said  to  have  been  very 
marked. 

The  enjoyment  of  the  crippled  men  at  the  Almshouse  has  perhaps 
been  the  greatest  of  any  group  of  those  who  have  gone.  ^ 

It  is  hoped  that  next  year  arrangements  can  be  made  for  excursions 

in  which  those  of  the  Island  employees  who  did  not  take  part  this 

year  inay  participate. 

The  interborough   service  of  the   "Fidelity"  has 

roo   jrn       j^^^^  extended  to  include  calls  at  North  Second  street, 
Ferry  Service. 

Brooklyn,  en  route  to  and  from  Staten  Island,  every 

Wednesday  and  Friday.  This  initiates  an  improved  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  institutions  in  Manhattan,  Brooklyn  and 
Richmond,  enabling  patients  and  inmates,  their  friends,  and  freight, 
to  be  received  and  delivered  advantageously,  and  as  the  service  is 
extended  it  will  be,  we  believe,  of  increasing  value. 

The  plan  for  a  landing  at  the  foot  of  East  116th 
"lm^^***  street,  urged  by  this  Committee  in  place  of  the  con- 
veniently situated,  but  much  interrupted  service  at 
125th  street,  has  been  adopted  to  the  extent  of  providing  a  float  for 
116th  street,  but  there  has  been  some  hitch  in  its  permanent  estab- 
lishment within  the  slip.  We  trust  that  this  will  be  overcome,  for 
a  more  regular  and  convenient  service  to  Randall's  Island  is  much 
needed. 

6th  Str    t  Pi         ^^^®  P^^^  should  be  freed  for  the  passenger  and 

'  freight  service  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities, 
by  assignment  of  a  separate  dock  to  the  Department  of  Correction,  for 
only  a  temporary  use  of  the  26th  street  pier  by  the  latter  Depart- 
ment was  contemplated  in  the  plan  adopted  eleven  years  ago,  by  which 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  gave  exclusive  control  of  the 
dock  to  the  Department  of  Public  Charities.  The  need  for  such 
temporary  use  is  long  past,  and  the  Committee  believes  that  the 
severance  of  contact  at  every  point  with  the  Department  of  Correction 
should  be  hastened. 
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It  is  certainly  anomaloiu  that  the  Central  Office 

^^^J^'^*     of  a  City  Department  having  a  population  of  about 

ten  thousand,  can  only  be  reached  for  the  transaction 
of  business  in  person  by  traversing  a  long  wharf  deck  of  splintered 
wood,  used  in  common  by  foot  passengers  and  horses,  and  at  its  best 
not  an  over  clean  foot-way.  During  the  past  few  years  visits  have 
been  made  by  dignitaries  from  other  countries  who  could  not  have 
failed  to  notice  unfavorably  this  unworthy  main  approach  to  the 
principal  group  of  New  York's  charitable  institutions  and  to  the 
executive  of  the  Department  We  recommend  the  construction  of 
an  overhead  corridor  or  gallery  from  the  front  of  the  pier  to  the 
second  story  of  the  Central  Office,  and  modern  upper-deck  landing 
bridges  for  passengers  entering  and  leaving  the  boats. 

In  going  to  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  and  other 

SteeV  F^  institutions  of  the  Charities  Department  on  Blackwell's 

Island,  nurses  and  visitors,  many  of  them  young  girls, 
should  not  be  subjected,  on  the  docks  and  boats,  to  association  with 
visitors  to  the  Workhouse,  of  whom  not  a  few  are  depraved  men  and 
women. 

A  saloon  has  recently  been  opened  at  the  foot  of  East  70th  street, 
across  the  street  from  the  ferry,  and  the  Committee  is  constrained 
to  urge  again  the  establishment  by  the  Department  of  Charities 
of  a  ferry  from  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  wharf  to  the  foot  of  East 
86th  street. 

The  ferry  service  to  Blackwell's  Island  from  East 

Street  Fc"^       52nd  and   East  70th   streets,    Manhattan,   has    been 

improved  by  the  detail  of  the  S.  S.  ^'Thomas 
M.  Mulry"  to  run  exclusively  from  52nd  street  to  the  City 
Hospital  landing.  At  70th  street,  the  crossing  is  now  covered 
exclusively  by  the  S.  S.  "  Bronx  "  of  the  Department  of  Correction, 
and  this  permits  a  more  regular  service  than  when  the  "Mulry," 
during  part  of  the  day,  made  a  triangular  service  covering  both  of 
the  above  mentioned  runs. 

An  arrangement  which  permits  special  trips  to  be  made  upon  call 
by  visiting  physicians  is  considered  a  reasonable  supplement  of  the 
regular  trips,  with  which  physicians  often  find  it  difficult  to  con- 
nect, and  much  delay  entailed  upon  them  in  the  past  can  now 
be  avoided. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 

N'  ht  C  ^^®  Committee  is  glad  to  note  the  request,  in  the 

estimate  for  1907,  for  an  additional  pilot  and  mate 
to  enable  the  continuance  of  the  present  temporary  night  or  emergency 
crew  on  the  "  Brennan,"  so  that  steam  can  be  kept  up  and  the  boat 
maintained  in  readiness  to  convey  fire  apparatus  to  the  islands. 

This  crew  was  provided  after  a  delay  of  an  hour  or  more  in  mak- 
ing a  start  at  night  from  26th  street  early  in  the  year  covered  by  this 
report,  when  a  fire  destroyed  the  upper  story  of  the  women's  wing 
at  the  Workhouse. 

An  additional  telephone  call  has  been  installed  at  the  26th  Street 
pier,  to  permit  notification  of  the  watchman,  and  through  him  of  the 
night  crew. 

BLACKWELL^S  ISLAND  BRIDGE. 

The  resumption  of  work  upon  the  BlackwelPs  Island 
^  ndgc         Bridge,  and  the  delay  of  the  Department  of  Bridges 

in  awarding  a  contract  for  elevators  on  BlackwelPs 
Island  to  carry  passengers  and  freight,  lead  the  Committee  to  note 
the  urgent  desirability  of  su^ih  a  service  in  connection  with  the  new 
bridge. 

During  the  year  1905,  nearly  one-quarter  of  a  million  people  were 
carried  to  BlackwelPs  Island  on  the  "  Mulry  "  alone ;  an  equal  num- 
ber were  undoubtedly  carried  by  the  "  Bronx,"  which  performed  a 
similar  ferry  service,  and  this  does  not  include  a  probable  100,000 
estimated  as  the  proportionate  number  of  passengers  for  BlackwelPs 
Island,  out  of  the  total  of  over  150,000  carried  by  the  "Fidelity" 
and  the  "  Brennan."  In  addition  to  this  half  million  of  passengers^ 
must  be  reckoned  the  very  large  amount  of  freight  carried  to  the 
Island,  nor  can  figures  indicate  the  great  delay  and  many  incon- 
veniences to  which  the  public  is  subjected  in  connection  with  a  steam- 
boat service,  which  is  apt  to  be  erratic,  at  certain  times  of  the  year 
especially. 

The  present  difficulties  in  transferring  patients  to  the  Island  Hos- 
pitals would  be  minimized  by  elevators  in  connection  with  the  bridge. 
With  an  equipment  at  the  bridge  by  means  of  which  patients  taken 
there  in  an  ambulance  could  be  lowered  to  the  Island  in  a  minute 
or  two,  the  efficiency  of  these  large  hospitals  on  the  Island  would  be 
greatly  increased. 
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-^  .   .         The  Committee  recommends  that  the  Department 

RecommendAtion. 

of  Bridges  be  urged  to  construct  two  freight  elevators 
not  less  than  10  x  24  feet  in  floor  area,  and  preferably  15  x  25  feet  in 
area,  of  a  strength  suflScient  to  carry  easily  a  maximum  load  of  14,000 
lbs.,  the  elevators  to  be  either  of  electric  or  plunger  construction, 
as  may  be  deemed  preferable  by  elevator  experts. 

Such  an  elevator  (10x24  feet  in  area,  capacity  14,000  lbs.)  is  in 
successful  operation  by  electric  power  at  a  large  stable.  An  elevator 
of  this  type  would  be  capable  of  carrying  not  only  the  ordinary  freight 
of  the  Department,  but  also  (by  actual  measurement)  a  Bellevue 
Hospital  ambulance,  horse  and  all;  an  electric  ambulance  $  or  a  large 
flre  engine,  weighing  10,000  lbs. 

The  advantage  of  arrangements  to  permit  direct  transfer  of  patients 
to  the  City  and  Metropolitan  Hospitals  requires  no  argument,  nor 
does  the  prime  importance  of  giving  access  to  fire  apparatus  to  supple- 
ment the  present  inadequate  service  of  an  island  with  a  population 
of  from  5,000  to  10,000  individuals. 


BOROUGHS  OF  BROOKLYN  AND  QUEENS. 

DIRE  NEED  FOR   MORE  HOSPITALS. 

Brooklyn  is  grievously  lacking  in  hospital  facilities.  Winter  after 
winter,  hundreds  of  patients  sleep  on  mattresses  laid  directly  on  the 
floors  of  the  Brooklyn  municipal  hospitals,  and  hundreds  more  stay 
at  home  and  suffer  for  lack  of  proper  medical  attention. 

Only  one  hundred  beds  can  be  added  to  the  capacity 
^^^T**      of  these  hospitals  with  the  funds  thus  far  apportioned 

by  the  city.  More  than  five  times  that  number  of  addi- 
tional beds  are  needed.  If  the  city  should  start  on  January  1, 1907,  to 
build  additional  hospitals  in  this  Borough  for  five  hundred  patients^ 
the  year  1909  would  still  find  Brooklyn  unprepared  to  care  for  many 
persons  in  need  of  hospital  treatment. 

Take  these  sick  to  hospitals,  cure  them,  nourish 
Restoring  them  through  convalescence  to  strength,  and  aid  them 
th'  Ctv  ^     ^^  ^^^  tlieiT  way  back  to  work,  and  each  worker  so 

restored  will  add  to  the  prosperity  of  Brooklyn.  Inci- 
dentally, the  stay  in  a  clean,  orderly  and  well-managed  hospital  will 
have  encouraged  new  standards  of  personal  cleanliness  and  home 
sanitation. 
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But  leave  in  their  homes,  uncured  and  without  prop- 
Disease  Menaces  .<■  •■  a>  ^^ 

p  .         er  care,  the  many  needy  suffereris  among  the  poorer 

new  residents  who  have  come  by  the  thousands  to 

the  congested  districts  of  Brooklyn,  and  they  will  spread  disease,  and 

be  a  menace  to  the  prosperity  of  Brooklyn  instead  of  a  vital  factor  in 

its  progress. 

The  Visiting  Committee  summons  to  the  aid  of  the 

^of^itScM*'^    ^^^'®  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^"  *^^  residents  of  Brooklyn 

and  Queens  who  read  this  report. 

The  best  advice  that  the  professional  and  mercantile 

. ,  .  circles  of  the  metropolis  can  afford  is  yielded  freely 

at  our  request,  to  aid  in  suggesting  broad  policies  of 

administration,  in  planning  buildings,  laying  out  grounds,  revising 

dietaries,  drafting  rules,  and  in  other  ways  to  bring  skilled  advice 

to  the  service  of  the  poor. 

HOW  THB  COMMITTEB  HBLPS. 

I.  The  (^)  W^  ^^®^*  actively  the  wards  of  Kings  County 

Individual       Hospital  and  Cumberland  Street  and  Bradford  Street 

Patient.         Hospitals;  also  Coney  Island  Hospital  and  the  City 

Home,  bringing  cheer  to  the  patient,  nurse  and  helper,  with  friendly 

suggestions  for  improvement  in  the  conditions  surrounding  each. 

(b)  We  buy  Christmas  trees  for  the  wards,  and  tokens  for  the 
patients  and  inmates,  and  help  in  person  to  make  the  day  a  cheerful 
one.  In  hot  weather,  friends  provide  through  us  automobile  rides 
and  other  treats,  for  the  children. 

(c)  We  give  financial  support  to  the  kindergarten  at  Kings  County 
Hospital  (established  years  ago  by  our  efforts),  and  to  the  Committee 
for  placing  children  in  homes,  and  caring  for  foundlings  and  mother- 
less infants,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association. 
An  individual  interest  is  taken  in  tiiese  children,  clothing  is  supplied 
for  them  and  money  is  advanced  for  emergency  uses,  and  for  incidental 
expenses  incurred  in  the  care  of  babies  from  Brooklyn.  The  Committee 
secures  funds  for  the  temporary  support,  partial  or  entire,  of  sick 
women  and  children  in  Stony  Wold  and  other  institutions. 

(d)  Many  incurable  patients  lead  the  dreariest  of  lives  in  or  by 
their  beds,  untaught  to  occupy  their  hands,  and  without  mental  or 
physical  recreation.  These  we  try  to  interest  in  light  manual  employ- 
ment,  and  have  helped  many  to  improvement  in  health  and  spirits. 
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n.  Improyement  (^)  Abundance  of  nouriflliing  food  for  patients  and 
of  Existing  inmates,  served  hot  and  in  an  appetizing  manner,  is 
Institutioiu.     the  standard  which  we  strive  to  secure,  as  well  aa  a 

proper  quality  and  quantity  of  otiier  supplies. 

(b)  A  better  classification  of  patients  frequently  has  resulted  from 
the  Committee's  efforts,  so  that  tuberculous  patients  have  been  remoyed 
from  harmful  proximity  to  other  patients;  and  boys  and  girls  have 
been  removed  from  wards  which  they  occupied  in  common  with  dis- 
orderly women. 

(c)  We  are  seeking  vigorously  to  secure  fair  wages  for  the  lower 
paid  hospital  heli>er8,  of  whom  hundreds  are  only  paid  41  cents  a 
day  or  less.  Many  are  dissipated  and  some  of  these  neglect  or  abuse 
patients.    Higher  wages  will  attract  better  workers. 

(d)  New  buildings  have  been  erected  after  strong  protest  by  the 
Committee  against  unsuitable  conditions  in  the  old  buildings;  as 
for  example  the  wings  for  patients  erected  a  few  years  ago  at  Kings 
County  Hospital;  the  new  power  house  there,  by  which  heat,  light, 
power  and  ice  have  been  supplied'  witli  greater  economy ;  andl  the  isola- 
tion pavilion.  A  roof  garden  has  been  provided  and  metal  ceilings 
installed  at  Cumberland  Street  Hospital.  Other  structural  im- 
provements in  the  existing  institutions,  some  of  a  minor  character 
but  affecting  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  many  patieniB  and  inmates, 
have  been  urged  successfully,  but  without  undue  publicity  which 
might  tend  to  frighten  away  those  who  are  most  in  need  of  hospital 
care. 

m.  Provisions  Adequate  future  provision  of  hospitals  by  the  city 
for  the  during  the  next  fifteen  years  has  formed  the  subject 
Future.  of  a  careful  study  by  the  Committee  on  Hospitals 
(S.  C.  A.  A.)  with  a  well  thought  out  programme  which  the  Visiting 
Committee  will  urge  upon  the  authorities  charged  with  the  apportion- 
ment of  city  funds.  This  includies  at  least  three  new  hospitals  for 
Brooklyn. 

INSUFFICIENT  FUNDS  APPORTIONED. 

Three  Million        For   the   purpose  of   building  a   large   additional 

Asked;  $236,000  hospital  in  Brooklyn,  a  hospital  of  100  beds  in  East 

Granted.        ^^^   York,   similar   hospitals   in   Long   Island   City 

and  Jamaica,  and  numerous  other  improvements  for  these  Boroughs, 

Commissioner  Hebberd,  on  March  2,  1906,  requested  for  Brooklyn 

and   Queens   the   issue   of   corporate   stock   for   sums   aggregating 
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f2,950,000.  On  June  29,  1906,  he  renewed  in  part  his  recommenda- 
tions, in  order  to  urge  the  appropriation  of  at  least  |606,000  for 
immediate  use.  But  only  f 236,000  was  given  for  Brooklyn  in  response 
to  his  appeal,  providing  for  the  much  needed  fireproof  stairway  at 
the  City  Home  on  Clarkson  Street,  a  morgue  to  receive  the  dead  of 
Kings  County  Hospital,  and  for  additional  boilers  there;  also  to 
alter  the  interior  of  the  central  office  on  Schermerhorn  Street,  and 
for  apparatus  to  heat  this  building,  where  applicants  for  admission 
to  the  hospitals  and  homes  will  at  least  be  kept  warm  while  waiting 
to  be  sent  to  sleep  on  fLoof  mattresses,  in  the  dead  of  winter;  and 
the  sum  required  to  permit  the  building  at  Coney  Island  of  a  hospital 
with  one  hundred  beds,  the  only  additional  beds  now  provided  for 
in  new  municipal  general  hospital  buildings  in  these  Boroughs. 

The  prosperity  of  the  community  permits  action  now 

Humanity^ «    that  will  provide  for  the  near  future  as  well  as  for 

^^^S'onw^*^^"  the  present.    Brooklyn  will  suffer  most  if  the  action 

be  not  taken.  Every  consideration  of  humanity  urges 
that  we  press  at  once  upon  the  authorities  responsible  for  the  appor- 
tionment of  municipal  funds  a  demand  for  the  issue  of  corporate 
stock  requisite  to  equip  Brooklyn  and  Queens  for  the  care  of  the 
needy  and  dying  in  their  midst. 

KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL.* 

A  general  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

Established,  1845. 

Situation,  Clarkson  Street,  Brookl3m. 

Number  of  buildings,  20. 

Capacity  for  patients,  591. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  558.  (Not  including  unpaid 
help.) 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  160. 

Chief  executive  officer,  General  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Bor- 
oughs of  Brookl}m  and  Queens. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  Board  of  27  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  staff  of  18  graduate  physicians  and  sur- 
geons. 

Nurses  furnished  by  Kings  County  Hospital  Training  School  for 
Nurses. 


*For  8tati0tio8,  see  pages  140  and  141. 
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IMPBOVBMaNTS. 

On  July  12,  1906,  a  children's  hospital  senrice  with 
Service. 


ChUdren  8       about  80  beds,  was  established  in  the  separate  hospital 


building  originally  constructed  for  a  convalescent  hos- 
pital, and  more  recently  used  for  m&i  having  tuberculosis.  Am  reported 
by  the  Committee  in  1905,  the  tuberculous  men  patients  were  transr 
ferred  to  the  tuberculosis  infirmary  on  Blackwell's  Island,  and  to 
Bt  Vincent's  Hospital  on  Staten  Island,  where  they  could  be  better 
caied  for.  The  building  at  Kings  County  Hospital,  formerly  occupied 
by  them,  has  been  sterilized  and  renovated,  and  as  a  children's  hos- 
pital it  compares  very  favorably  with  others  in  the  Department  and 
elsewhere,  affording  much  more  satisfactory  facilities  for  the  chil- 
dren's service  than  did  the  wards  in  the  main  building. 

A  picture  of  the  exterior  of  the  building  will  be  found  opposite  this 

page. 

The  children  play  around  the  building  on  the  lawn, 

T  ^^^t.      ^^^^  they  have  much  greater  freedom  than  could 

be  permitted  formerly  on  the  roof-garden  of  the  main 
building,  with  the  result  that  they  appear  to  improve  more  rapidly. 
The  babies  also  are  carried  out  on  mattresses,  protected  by  tents  or 
shelters  and  during  the  past  summer  Kings  County  Hospital  has  had 
'^  sunburned  babies,"  for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  it  is  said.  A 
number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  and  meningitis  were  treated  on  the 
balconies  of  the  children's  building.  This  treatment  could  be  carried 
out  on  a  larger  scale  and  possibly  with  even  better  results  in  a  new 
children's  hospital. 

The  present  accommodations  are  insufficient  and 
/iceo^^dt^ons  °^™*'  ^  increased  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  children's 

'service.  St  Christopher's  Hospital  for  Babies  in 
Brooklyn  last  summer  had  to  refuse  several  hundred  children  for 
whom  there  was  no  accommodation  at  Kings  County  Hospital. 

There  still  remain  in  the  general  wards  about  20  children  who 
could  be  cared  for  to  better  advantage  away  from  the  adult  patients 
with  whom  they  now  come  in  contact,  as,  for  example,  in  ward 
27  on  the  first  floor,  to  which  the  boys  and  girls  with  skin  diseases 
(some  bed  patients,  and  some  ^^up"  patients),  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  ward  16,  "  the  women's  dormitory." 

Their  commingling  with  the  disorderly  women  in  ward  16  was 
most  objectionable,  and  we  are  glad  that  the  urgent  representations 
of  the  Visiting  Committee  have  resulted  in  terminating  this  con- 
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dition,  permanently  it  is  stated.  The  Committee  deprecates,  how- 
ever, the  continuance,  for  any  considerable  time,  of  the  presence  in 
wards  for  women  of  these  children  in  ward  27,  and  of  children  having 
whooping  cough  and  sore  eyes  now  in  ward  20,  using  the  corridors 
and  toilets  in  common  with  adult  female  patients.  From  time  to 
time  our  visitors  have  observed  boys  not  under  treatment  for  venereal 
diseases,  on  the  roof  garden  chiefly  occupied  by  men  from  the  wards 
for  patients  with  such  diseases.  It  is  deplorable  to  subject  boys  and 
girls  to  the  moral  and  physical  dangers  of  contact  with  such  adults, 
and  proper  facilities  should  be  provided  for  separate  classification 
and  treatment  of  children  and  youths. 

The  building  now  used  for  the  children's  service  is 

A  Ncw^        greatly  needed  for  a  convalescent  hospital,  and  should 

H       tal  N**  d  d.  ^®  released  for  that  purpose.     Obviously,  from  the 

above  recital  of  facts,  it  is  too  small  to  accommodate 
the  large  number  of  infants,  children  and  youths,  for  whom  treatment 
is  sought  at  Kings  County  Hospital. 

The  building  is  without  isolating  rooms,  except  a  little  closet  par- 
titioned off  on  one  of  the  fire-escapes;  it  lacks  a  suitable  operating 
room;  has  no  roof  garden  for  use  in  weather  unfavorable  for  use 
of  the  lawn,  and  during  quarantine;  and  space  valuable  for  hospital 
purposes  is  devoted  to  the  kindergarten,  which  is  rightly  regarded 
as  indispensable,  for  curative,  disciplinary  and  educational  reasons. 
The  Visiting  Committee,  by  whose  members  the  kindergarten  was 
established  as  the  first  in  any  municipal  hospital  in  this  city,  has 
continued  to  take  great  interest  in  the  kindergarten,  and  is  justly 
proud  of  its  recognized  success. 

The  committee  urges  the  issue  of  corporate  stock 
hcS  *  "d.  ^  ^^  amount  sufficient  to  provide  a  building  or  build- 
ings adequate  to  receive  the  large  children's  service  of 
this  important  hospital,  with  a  thorough  classification  based  on  the 
physical  and  moral  requirements  of  patients  of  tender  age.  Much 
creditable  work  is  done  for  children  here,  notably  in  the  orthopedic 
department,  and  special  facilities  should  be  provided  to  avail  of  the 
skilled  attendance  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  poor,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  city. 

The  new  building  for  the  reception  and  observation 
p    *  of  patients  suspected  of  having  contagious  diseases, 

was  opened  late  in  June,  1906,  and  within  a  very  short 
time  proved  its  utility,  as  it  served  to  receive  several  employees  who 
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had  been  exposed  to  Bmallpox  contracted  by  a  fellow  employee. 
These  employees  were  all  removed  to  the  pavilion,  with  their  clothing 
and  other  belongings. 

The  only  entrance  to  the  upper  stories  is  at  the  front  of  the  building, 
and  the  basement  is  reached  by  a  stairway  at  the  rear,  giving  access 
to  the  steam  and  water  supply  pipes  without  the  necessity  for  exposure 
of  the  workmen  to  infection.  The  building  is  well  adapted  to  its 
purpose.    A  photograph  of  it  is  given  opposite  page  107. 

The  building  known  as  the  Annex  and  the  small 
Buildin  cottage  buildings  used  for  some  years  in  connection 

with  the  Long  Island  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
will  by  agreement,  now  revert  to  the  city  and  may  be  used  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Charities. 

The  '^Annex"  comprises  a  large  brick  pavilion  facing  Glarkson 
Street,  in  the  same  block  with  the  main  building  of  Kings  County 
Hospital;  also  a  small  power  house,  and  two  large  wooden  cottages^ 
capable  of  only  temporary  use. 

The  Committee  has  suggested  the  utilization  of  the  Annex  for 
the  present  as  a  Neurological  Hospital,  which  is  much  needed, 
and  which  would  be  served  better  as  a  department  of  Kings  County 
Hospital  than  of  the  Brooklyn  Division  of  the  City  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm,  where  the  neurological  patients  at  present  are 
crowded  into  an  old  building  much  smaller  than  the  Annex. 

Little  alteration  of  the  Annex  would  be  necessary  at  this  time, 
although  its  complete  renovation,  or  its  replacement  by  a  new  building 
of  thoroughly  fireproof  modern  construction,  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  proper  housing  of  what  will  probably  be  the  largest 
municipal  neurological  hospital. 

j^  The  Committee  is  glad  to  learn  that  a  new  building 

containing   a   pathological    laboratory,   morgue,    and 

mortuary  chapel  will  be  erected  as  soon  as  plans  can  be  prepared 

and  a  contract  awarded.    This  improvement  has  been  urged  for  several 

years  by  the  Committee  in  its  annual  reports. 

Another  of  the  needs  mentioned  in  our  report  for 

Additional       ^^  y^^r  1905,  has  been  provided  for  by  corporate 

Apparatus       s^^k  forming  part  of  the  issue  of  |968,000  approved 

on  August  10,  1906,  the  item  covering  the  installa- 
tion of  additional  means  to  heat  more  properly  the  wings  of  the 
hospital,  which  are  now  insuflSciently  warmed  and  ventilated. 
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In  the  main  building,  wards  14-17,  formerly  used 

mor  j^j,    ^^    children,    have   been    cleaned    and    painted 

throughout,  and  will  be  used  for  the  present  in  the 

general  adult  medical  service,  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  female 

division  very  considerably.     Additional  flre-extinguishers  have  been 

installed. 

The  main  entrance  hall  has  been  painted  a  much  more  cheerful  color, 
preparatory  to  the  installation  of  a  mural  tablet  in  memory  of  Dr. 
Walter  Beed,  and  »his  services  in  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of 
yellow  fever,  and  its  extirpation,  in  the  course  of  which  he'  lost  his 
life  in  1902.  Dr.  Beed  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  house  staff 
in  Kings  County  Hospital. 

In  the  domestic  building,  the  kitchen  has  been  provided  with  screen 
doors  and  rotating  fly  fans.  A  few  gas  ranges  have  been  set  up 
temporarily  in  one  of  the  basement  rooms,  to  permit  instruction  in 
dietetics,  and  the  room  will  be  fitted  up  for  permanent  use  as  a  diet 
kitchen. 

At  the  laundry,  connections  have  been  made  by  which  hot  water 
is  supplied  directly  from  the  central  hot  water  heater  to  the  washing 
machines,  saving  the  long  delays  incidental  to  the  old  method  of 
heating  the  water  by  steam,  after  its  introduction  to  the  washing 
machines.  Baskets  have  been  provided  in  which  the  clothes  are  now 
delivered  in  much  neater  condition  than  was  possible  with  the  bags 

* 

formerly  used.  Sheets  are  now  run  through  the  mangle  instead  of 
being  merely  rough  dried,  as  heretofore.  The  color  of  the  linen  has 
been  improved. 

Bepairs  to  the  roof  of  the  drug  building,  furring  and  plastering 
of  its  inside  walls,  and  a  complete  coat  of  fresh  paint  have  improved 
it  greatly  in  appearance  and  sanitation.  A  milk  extractor  has  been 
added  to  its  testing  apparatus,  with  which  the  exact  amounts  of 
cream  and  fat  in  eight  specimens  of  the  milk  received  at  the  hospital 
can  be  determined  simultaneously  in  five  minutes. 

SUPPLIBS. 

The  8upplies  throughout  the  hoepital  have  been,  in  general,  sufficient 
to  meet  present  needs,  so  far  as  we  have  observed.  Until  recently 
however,  for  lack  of  material,  there  has  been  a  deficiency  in  the 
supply  of  trousers  for  male  patients.  Many  of  those  in  use  appeared 
unduly  soiled,  and  we  found  upon  inquiry  that  some  patients  have 
had  to  wear  their  trousers  for  several  weeks,  and  that  convalescent 
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patients  have  had  to  remain  in  bed,  for  lack  of  trousers.  It  wonld 
seem  more  economical  for  the  Department  to  purchase  the  trousers 
on  the  open  market  than  to  risk  possible  delay  in  the  recovery  of 
patients. 

MBBDS. 

Aside  from  the  morgue  and  laboratory  building,  and  the  additional 
heating  apparatus,  the  needs  mentioned  in  our  annual  report  for  1905 
still  remain  without  even  prospective  relief.  Reference  may  be  had 
to  pages  82  and  83  of  the  1906  report  for  a  more  detailed  account 
of  these  needs,  and  also  to  the  annual  reports  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Charities,  and  Commissioner  Hebberd's  estimate  of  expenses 
for  the  year  1907,  which  show  how  fully  alive  the  responsible  officials 
in  this  Department  are  to  the  present  requirements  of  Kings  County 

Hoepital. 

The  following  brief  reminder  of  the  more  urgent 

Growing        needs  will  be  sufficient  to  recall  their  importance: 

^  NccS  ^^      ^^^  Maternity  building;  owing  to  the  large  number 

of  women  awaiting  delivery,  in  the  maternity  service, 
a  few  now  occupy  rooms  on  lower  floors  in  the  east  wing  of  the 
main  building;  this  emphasizes  the  need  for  a  pavilion  or  wards 
apart  from  the  general  hospital,  to  accommodate  properly  the  mater- 
nity service;  (2)  New  home  for  Nurses;  a  considerable  number  of 
nurses  are  now  quartered  in  one  of  the  smaller  hospital  buildings 
on  Clarkson  street,  a  division  of  the  nursing  force  which  is  incon- 
venient, and  undesirable  from  the  standpoint  of  discipline;  (3)  and 
(4)  Dormitories  for  male  and  female  employees  respectively;  the 
present  dormitories  are  in  large  x>art  temporary  structures,  consti- 
tuting a  dangerous  fire  risk,  and  ill  adapted  to  house  men  and  women 
of  a  good  grade;  (5)  Welfare  work  among  employees;  the  Visit- 
ing Committee  believes  that  proper  facilities  for  recreation  should 
be  provided  for  the  employees,  including  sitting  rooms,  occasional 
entertainments  and  regular  leave  of  absence. 

An  addition  to  the  present  bakery,  with  increased 

Minor  fioxir  storage  capacity,  is  still  needed,  and  a  fence 

^^^  around    the    hospital    and    Home.      Economy    and 

efficiency  in  the  operation  of  the  elevators  would  be 

served  by  installing  a  water  tank  on  the  roof,  with  an  electric  motor 

and  pump,  to  increase  the  quantity  and  head  of  their  water  supply, 

which  is  so  insufficient  that  if  water  is  drawn  elsewhere  the  elevators 

stop. 
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The  floors  of  the  corridors  in  the  front  of  the  main  building  are 
badly  cracked  and  should  be  relaid;  and  the  cornices  of  the  exterior 
facade  are  shabby  for  lack  of  paint. 

At  the  laundry,  a  sorting  room  in  which  to  check  off  the  clothes 
is  badly  needed,  and  the  small  steam  engine  and  long  runs  of  belting 
should  be  replaced  by  electric  motors,  distributed  at  suitable  points. 
A  large,  modem  mangle  is  needed,  also.    (See  page  67  for  other  needs.) 

TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOB  NUBSBS. 

The  Committee  is  glad  that  the  exactii^  work  re- 
^"^JJ^^****     quired  in  the  crowded  wardfe  of  Kings  County  Hospital 

is  carried  on  with  »uch  efficiency  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  O'Neill,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training  School.  But  in- 
creajse  ifr  needed  in  the  number  of  its  nurses,  who  also  senre  at  the 
Bradford  Street  Hospital  and  the  Coney  Island  Reception  Hospital, 
both  of  which  are  dependencies  of  the  Kings  County  Hospital.  A 
new  nurse's  home  is  also  urgently  needed,  with  adequate  quarters  to 
hou6e  the  nurses  and  with  proper  equipment  for  the  educational  work 
of  the  achooL 

N.  Y.  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM.* 

Brooklyn  Division. 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults,  including  the  blind  and 

those  suffering  from  chronic  diseases. 
Established  about  1831. 
Situation,  Clarkson  Street,  Brooklyn. 
Number  of  buildings,  including  Neurological  Hospital,  10. 
Capacity  for  inmates,  1,431. 
Census  of  inmates,  including  Neurological  Hospital,  October  z,  1906, 

Z488. 
Number  of  officers  and  employees,  6z. 

Chief  Executive  officer,  General  Medical  Superintendent,  (of  B.  &  Q.). 
Medical  service  in  charge  of  Medical  Board  of  IQngs  County  Hospital. 
Nursing  in  charge  of  nurses  under  the  direction  of  a  supervising  nurse. 

CBNSUS  AND  NBBDS. 

^  ,.  Nowhere  in  the  Department  does  the  excess  of  in- 

Overcrowdmg. 

mates  and  patients  over  capacity  approach  the  degree 
of  overcrowding  found  at  the  Home,  where  230  persons  slept  on 

*For  statiflticfl,  see  pace  141. 
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mattreesee  laid  directly  on  the  floors  of  the  basement  corridors  and 
hospital  wards  on  a  single  night  in  the  winter  of  1905-1906. 

This  was  anticipated  in  our  report  to  Commissioner  Tnlly  of  Novem- 
ber 28,  1905,  which  noted  the  fact  that  on  November  9th  the  excess 
had  already  reached  106.  Only  7  additional  beds  for  men  and  43  for 
women  have  been  provided  since  October  1,  1905,  and  on  October 
1,  1906,  the  census  had  already  reached  1,488,  as  compared  with  1,441 
on  October  1,  1905,  the  stated  capacity  being  only  1,431.  Last  winter 
was  relatively  mild.  This  winter  promises  to  be  severe,  and  the  excess 
may  be  expected  to  increase  in  proportion. 

For  the  partial  relief  of  this  overcrowding,  in  addi- 
p     ...  tion  to  the  transfers  to  the  Farm  Colony  and  to  the 

Home  on  Blackwell's  Island,  which  are  always  pos- 
sible to  the  extent  of  the  vacancies  available  at  those  institutions, 
the  Visiting  Committee  has  suggested  the  removal  of  all  neurological 
patients  from  the  Home  to  the  ^^ Annex  "  immediately  upon  evacuation 
of  the  Annex  buildings,  as  already  explained  briefly  on  page  108. 

The  building  used  at  present  for  the  neurological  wards  would 
then  afford  about  120  beds  for  hospital  patients,  and  its  arrangement 
is  such  that  three  wards  could  be  used  for  men,  and  one  for  women, 
at  once  eliminating  the  overcrowding  in  the  hospital  and  dormitory 
wards  for  women,  and  in  the  hospital  wards  for  men,  as  all  patients 
at  the  Home,  both  women  and  men,  could  be  transferred  from  those 
dormitory  wards  which  at  present  are  used  for  hospital  wards. 

In  the  men's  dormitory  this  would  release  about  sixty  beds  for  use 
by  inmates. 

The  provision  at  the  Farm  Colony,  rather  than  on 
P  J.  .  Clarkson  street,  of  additional  dormitories  for  inmates 

who  are  not  crippled,  suffering  from  severe  chronic 
disease,  nor  so  infirm  as  to  require  treatment  which  cannot  be  afforded 
readily  at  the  Farm  Colony,  still  seems  to  the  Visiting  Committee 
to  promise  the  most  desirable  form  of  permanent  relief  for  the 
overcrowding. 

Certainly  the  public  and  their  executive  representa- 

naction        ^lyQ^  should   not  permit  the  continuance  vear  after 
Deprecated. 

year  of  overcrowding  which  packs  hundreds  of  men 

on  the  floors  of  low  studded  basement  corridors.  If  that  standard 
is  suitable,  have  we  not  spent  entirely  too  much  money  on  buildings 
with  what  the  law  states  to  be  a  proper  amount  of  air  space,  oppor- 
tunity for  access  of  sunlight,  ventilation  when   in  use,  and  other 
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essentials  of  ©ajodtation?    That  the  sleeping  quarters  are  kept  remark- 
ably clean,  we  are  glad  to  testify. 

The  possibility  that  all  departments  of  the  Home 
R^**  Jl       ^^y  ^  removed  from  Glarkson  street,  is  of  eonrse 

kept  in  mind  by  the  Committee,  and  is  discussed  more 
fully  on  pages  78  and  79,  but  we  believe  that  the  care  of  the  class 
of  inmates  who  cause  the  overcrowding  in  winter,  is  a  problem  which 
can,  and  should  be,  provided  for  at  once,  as  it  is  virtually  independent 
of  the  more  difficult  problem  of  caring  properly  for  the  very  infirm. 
It  is  quite  possible  also  that  the  restriction  of  the  Glarkson  street 
institution  to  Infirmary  patients  would  satisfy  the  demand  for  its 
removal. 

BUILDINGS. 

_  ^         The  structural  improvements  during  the  year  have 

Improvements.  ^  ^ 

been  inconsiderable,  although  the  provision  of  fly 
screens  for  the  men's  dormitory  building  is  worthy  of  comment.  The 
small  coal  house  adjoining  the  kitchen  building  is  now  used  as  a 
fumigating  plant  for  the  Home  and  also  for  Kings  County  Hospital, 
the  fumigating  house  there  having  been  torn  down.  A  fumigating 
plant  of  modem  construction  and  adequate  for  both  institutions  is 
needed. 

Provision  has  been  made  to  build  a  fireproof  stair- 
Fireproof       ^ay  and  elevator  shaft  in  the  men's  dormitory  build- 
M^^^eT*^'!  ^     ing,  in  place  of  the  central,  wooden  stairway  which 

*  makes  this  structure  a  firetrap.  The  Committee  has 
urged  this  improvement  for  several  years,  and  we  are  glad  that  it 
has  at  last  taken  its  place  among  the  items  covered  by  the  issue  of 
corporate  stock  approved  on  August  10th. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  reports  of  our  visitors  indicate  that  the  usual  clean  and  neat 
appearance  of  the  dormitories,  bath  house,  and  other  departments  of 
the  Home,  have  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

Christmas,  1905,  was  celebrated  at  the  Home  as 
Entertainment,  ^g^^j^  ^j^  trees,  candy  for  the  women,  and  a  cigar 

'  for  each  of  the  men,  all  furnished  by  the  Visiting 
Committee. 
On  March  22nd,  a  theatrical  entertainment  was  given  at  the  Home 

8 
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under  the  aiuvpicefl^  and  at  the  expense,  of  Mesero.  Hyde  and  Bdunan, 
and  on  July  4thy  the  old  men  and  women  enjoyed  a  picnic,  with 
dancing.  MnBic  and  ice  cream  and  cake  were  provided  by  tiie  Depart- 
ment. Other  Bmall  parties  and  entertainments  have  been  given  by 
friendly  societies.  A  large  invalid  chair  has  been  received  for  the 
nse  of  the  old  women. 

We  quote  below  from  a  letter  written  recently  by  a  member  of 
this  Committee,  who  has  for  many  years  been  interested  in  the  Home 
and  in  the  welfare  of  its  inmates: 

^'Life  seemed  really  worth  living  for  the  people  in  the  Home  for 
the  Aged  and  Infirm,  as  I  drew  near  the  grounds  about  two  o'clock 
on  the  afternoon  of  April  26th.  Some  of  the  men  were  turning  the 
ground  to  make  ready  for  vegetable  planting,  and  tiie  women  were 
standing  near  the  gardener  as  he  was  setting  the  plants  in  the 
grounds. 

'^  The  Matron  went  with  me  through  the  house.  In  the  sun  parlor 
on  the  first  floor  more  than  half  of  the  200  women  were  enjoying  their 
after  dinner  siesta.  These  extensions  to  the  various  wards  pay  a 
high  interest  on  the  outlay  in  money  by  the  increased  cheerfulness 
and  good  health  among  the  women.  Formerly  as  I  walked  through 
the  wards,  there  were  many  cases  of  inflamed  eyes,  often  sullen  glances, 
and  sometimes  bruises,  which  the  former  matron  admitted  were  due 
to  quarrels.  On  this  visit  the  whole  spirit  of  the  house  was 
pleasanter.  There  were  smiles  and  audible  replies  to  my  'good 
afternoon,'  and  one  woman  made  the  effort  to  tell  me  that  sbe 
remembered  me  when  visiting  the  building  with  my  mother  in  1893, 
which  led  us  into  counting  up  the  improvements  that  we  had  seen 
since  that  date. 

'^  This  day  was  one  of  the  two  in  each  week  upon  which  the  beds 
are  left  unmade  until  the  afternoon,  so  that  springs  may  air.  Also 
it  was  the  day  for  cake  at  tea  time.  That  was  as  sweet  and  well 
(baked  as  we  should  flnd  at  our  own  bakeshop,  and  was  a  far  cry 
from  the  heap  of  dark,  damp,  sour  bread  that  I  had  seen  more  than 
once  in  the  yard  between  the  buildings  for  the  men  and  women. 

'^  The  store  house,  with  the  neat  stacks  of  summer  hats  and  shoes, 
bolts  of  cloth  for  clothing,  beef,  flour,  starch,  etc.,  was  a  pleasure 
to  look  upon.  Indeed  everything  was  a  pleasure  and  very  satis- 
factory, compared  with  former  times  and  similar  institutions,  in 
several  other  cities  which  I  have  visited." 
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CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL  * 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  zog  Cumberland  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  217. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  156.  (Not  including  unpaid 
help.) 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  45. 

Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  a  board  of  25  visiting  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  a  house  stafiF  of  6. 

Nursing  service  in  charge  of  the  Cumberland  Street  Hospital  Train- 
ing School  for  Nurses.  .    ,  ^. ;  ^^ 

IMPROYBMBNTS. 

One  of  GUP  visitors  to  this  active,  emergency  hospital,  reports  that 
she  observes  throughout  the  hospital  better  conditions  than  have 
obtained  at  any  time  in  the  last  three  years,  during  which  period 
her  visits  have  been  frequent  and  thorough. 

f  G-  de  '^^^  children  and  men  now  avail  eagerly  of  the 

opportunities  for  open  air  treatment  afforded  by  the 
roof-garden  completed  early  in  the  year.  The  garden  is  protected  by 
an  awning,  and  swings  are  provided  in  the  portion  reserved  for 
children.  The  outside  stairway  leading  to  the  roof  has  been  enclosed 
with  wire  netting  to  render  the  stairs  safer  for  use  by  the  feebler 
patients.  It  is  hoped  that  the  elevator  shaft  may  be  extended  above 
the  roof  to  enable  patients  on  stretchers,  and  others,  to  be  carried 
up  to  the  level  of  the  roof.  The  nurses  say  that  they  find  it  difficult 
to  induce  the  women  to  make  use  of  the  roof-garden,  but  we  trust 
that  in  time  this  reluctance  may  be  overcome,  in  order  that  they 
may  enjoy  the  recuperative  effect  of  the  open  air. 
M  ial  Ceilm  '^^'^  dangerously  insecure  plaster  ceilings  from  which 

large  pieces  often  fell,  have  been  replaced  by  metal 
ceilings  throughout  the  hospital,  as  urged  by  the  Committee  frequently 
in  its  reports.  This  has  improved  the  protection  against  rapid  spread 
of  fire,  which  has  also  been  served  by  replacing  the  wooden  rafters 
over  the  boilers  with  iron  beams  and  fireproof  bricks.  A  small  fire 
at  this  point  partially  destroyed  the  floor  early  in  the  year  covered 
by  this  report. 

*For  Btatisties,  see  pace  141. 
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New  fire  hose  has  been  installed  in  connection  with  all  the  fire 
plugs  throughout  tiie  main  hospital  building. 

A  cement  floor  has  been  laid  in  the  meat  and  store- 
Minor  room  adjoining  the  kitchen,  and  this  room  can  now 

Structttral       ^^  ^^^  more  readily  in  sanitary  condition.    All  the 
Improvements.  •/  .7 

meat  is  now  cut  up  in  this  room.    Two  new  awnings 

have  been  placed'  on  the  rear  wall  of  the  main  building  to  shade  the 
first  and  second  landings  of  the  stairway. 

New  apparatus,  and  an  adjustable  electrolier  over 
provemente    ^^  operating  table,  have  been  placed  in  the  operating 

room,  and  a  medicine  closet  in  the  male  medical 
ward.  In  the  women's  surgical  ward  a  wheeled  surgical  dressing  tray, 
and  a  wheeled  case  in  which  to  keep  the  surgical  dressings,  have  been 
supplied,  for  lack  of  a  dressing-room  in  that  ward. 

SUPPLIBS. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Committee  had  occasion  to  report  undue 
delay  in  the  supply  of  glass  slabs  for  the  operating  table,  but  in 
general,  supplies  have  been  adequate  in  quality  and  quantity,  accord- 
ing to  the  reports  of  visitors. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  new  drying  room  and  other  improve- 
ments, the  linen  has  been  laundered  at  the  hospital  and  is  reported 
to  be  clean  and  white. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  doctors,  who   formerly  occupied  rather  dark 
Ouart  rooms  in  the  basement,  have  been  moved  to   much 

lighter  quarters  on  the  second  floor,  in  rooms  facing 
Cumberland  Street.  A  room  occupied  formerly  by  three  nurses,  is 
now  used  as  a  sleeping  room  for  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training 
School,  whose  office  is  nearby. 

J.     .      p  During  part  of  the  year  the  nursing  force  was  in- 

sufficient in  numbers  to  care  for  the  heavy  service, 
and  there  was  undue  strain  especially  upon  the  supervisors  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Training  School.  The  nursing  force  has  been 
strengthened  however,  and  consists  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Train- 
ing School,  four  supervising  nurses,  twenty-one  pupil  nurses  and  one 
probationer.  These  twenty-six  nurses  sleep  in  eighteen  rooms,  so  that 
several  rooms  are  occupied  by  two  nurses.  This  arrangement  is 
objectionable,  for  the  rooms  are  small  and  have  insufficient  air  space 
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for  more  than  one  sleeping  occupant.  If  any  room  is  occupied  by 
both  a  day  and  a  night  nurse,  the  one  off  duty  is  frequently  disturbed 
by  the  necessary  visits  of  the  other  nurse  to  their  common  room.  Each 
nurse  should  have  a  room. 

NEBDS. 

The  Committee  renews  the  suggestion  made  in  its 
Additional  report  for  the  year  1905  that  the  bed  capacity  of  this 
*N   ?^"*^    hospital  be  increased  by  taking  for  patients  the  rooms 

occupied  at  present  by  nurses,  and  that  a  house  be 
leased  in  the  neighborhood  to  serve  as  a  nurses'  home  until  funds 
can  be  made  available  to  erect  a  new  nurses'  home  on  adjoining 
property  to  be  acquired  for  the  purpose.  Preferably  this  house  would 
also  provide  apartments  for  the  Superintendent  of  the  hospital,  and 
his  family. 

^  -.  In  the  winter  of  1905-1906,  the  number  of  patients 

Ovcrcrowdiiig.  ' 

sleeping  on  mattresses  laid  directly  on  the  floor  fre- 
quently exceeded  40  on  a  single  night,  we  learn  upon  inquiry,  and 
a  still  larger  excess  may  be  expected  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  hospital  is  seriously  in  need  of  isolating  rooms 
soiating        £^j,  ^ig^pbed  patients,  and  many  others  whose  presence 
in  the  general  wards  is  a  source  of  danger  or  discom- 
fort to  other  patients  or  to  themselves.    The  rooms  at  present  occu- 
pied by  nurses  could  be  adapted  with  but  little  change  to  such  uses. 

Commissioner  Hebberd  asked  in  March,  1906,  for 

^M^mu±     *33^^®^^>  *^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  to  ^^^^^  a*  *is  hospital  the 

structures  necessary  to  house  properly  the  adminis- 
trative oflBces  and  the  nursing  force,  and  to  provide  service  buildings, 
so  that  this  hospital  could  be  placed  in  a  position  to  care  properly 
at  least  for  the  patients  whom  it  now  is  obliged  to  receive  far  in  excess 
of  its  capacity. 

The  desirability  of  this  item  was  conceded  by  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Finance  Department,  but  the  item  wa»  not  included  in  the 
issue  of  corporate  stock  approved  on  August  10th. 

The  investigations  of  the  Committee  on  Hospitals 
The  Needs       (g   q   a.  A.)  show  that  one  hundred  additional  hos- 

Nei^b    h    d    ^^^^^  "^^^  ^^  greatly  needed  in  a  district  to  the  north 

of  the  proper  fleld  covered  by  Cumberland  Street  Hos- 
pital, which  at  present  serves  inadequately  its  own  district  and  this 
additional  territory  as  well.    The  Visiting  Committee  urges  that  at 
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least  1335,000  in  corporate  stock  be  made  available  at  once  for  the 
immediate  needs  of  Cumberland  Street  Hospital,  and  that  a  further 
issue  to  the  amount  of  |350,000  be  approved,  to  provide  for  building 
a  new  hospital  to  contain  100  beds,  somewhere  between  Cumberland 
Street  and  the  Williamsburg  Bridge. 
Ifin     Needs.        ^^  Committee  calls  attention  again  to  the  need  for 

suitable  floors.  Provision  for  regular  instruction  of 
the  nuiees  in  dietetics,  throughout  the  year,  is  an  administrative  need 
still  observed.     (See  page  68  for  other  neede.) 

BRADFORD  STREET  HOSPITAL.* 
(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 

Established  1902. 

Situation,  No.  113  Bradford  Street. 

Number  of  buildings,  2. 

Capacity  for  patients,  8. 

Census  of  patients  October  i,  1906,  2.     (Not  including  unpaid  help.) 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  5. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 

Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  2  graduate  phjrsicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse  and  one  or  two 

assistants  as  necessary. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  for  treatment  in  the  hospital, 
during  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  is  about  ten  per  cent  larger 
than  during  the  preceding  twelve  months,  and  the  number  of  patients 
treated  in  the  dispensary  was  11,117,  an  increase  of  about  twenty-eight 
per  cent.  The  daily  average  of  patients  treated  in  the  dispensary  was 
thirty.  Our  visitors  continue  to  report  the  crowded  conditions  existing 
in  the  one  small  waiting  room,  and  we  learn  upon  inquiry  that  it  is 
not  uncommon  to  have  as  many  as  fifty  people  awaiting  treatment. 

The  waiting  room  seats  only  about  fifteen  people,  while  the  office  is 
utilized  to  accommodate  five  or  six  more.  The  need  for  additional 
accommodations  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Commissioner  Tully 
in  a  letter  from  the  Committee  dated  June  9, 1905,  and  was  mentioned 
again  in  our  annual  report. 

*For  statistics,  see  page  142. 
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The  remedy  i»  simple,  and  the  delay  a  source  of  undue  hardship  to 
a  large  number  of  persons  in  distress. 

Considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced  by  the 
^  ^  ^*  ambulance  surgeon  and  others,  in  connection  with  the 
ambulance  service,  from  the  fact  that  calls  are  sent 
in,  often  by  unknown  persons,  indiscriminately  and  without  regard  to 
the  need  for  an  ambulance.  Brooklyn  has  at  'best  an  insufficient 
number  of  ambulances,  and  not  only  lacks  a  definite  plan  of  districts, 
but  also  a  central  control,  with  a  proper  system  of  recording  and 
distributing  calls. 

NBW  HOSPITAL. 

Fund  Lackin         Commissioner  Hebberd  has  requested  an  issue  of 

corporate  stock  to  the  amount  of  |150,000,  to  supple- 
ment the  150,000  already  appropriated  for  a  new  hospital  to  be 
built  on  the  newly  acquired  site  facing  Linton  Park,  as  the  grow- 
ing needs  of  this  neighborhood  make  it  diesirable  to  build  at  once 
a  hospital  to  contain  nearly  100  beds,  rather  than  a  very  small 
hospital  which  would  have  to  be  enlarged  as  sobn  as  completed.  The 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Department  of  Finance  has  reported  favorably 
upon  this  request,  but  did  not  include  the  item  in  his  schedule  of 
urgent  needs  which  formed  the  basis  for  the  issue  of  |968,000  approved 
on  August  10,  1906. 

The  Committee  feels  that  the  rapidly  increasing  acute  service  at 
Bradford  Street  Hospital,  for  which  the  nurses  and  doctors  are 
making  a  brave  effort  to  care  in  a  very  inadequate  plant,  renders 
imperative  the  immediate  provision  of  the  |160,000  requested,  and 
hopes  that  prompt  action  will  be  urged  upon  the  Board  of  Estimate 
and  Apportionment. 

CONEY  ISLAND  RECEPTION  HOSPITAL.* 

(A  branch  of  Kings  County  Hospital.) 

An  emergency  hospital  for  the  treatnient  of  acute  cases.  ' 

Situation,  Surf  Avenue,  near  Ocean  Avenue. 
Number  of  buildings,  3. 
Capacity  for  patients,  22. 

A 

Patients  admitted  from  May  i  to  October  i,  1906,  1x9. 

*For  statistics,  see  pace  142. 
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Number  of  officers  and  employees,  zo. 

Medical  service  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Kings  County 

Hospital  and  a  house  staff  of  a  graduate  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Nursing  service  in  charge  of  a  supervising  nurse,  one  assistant  and 

two  pupil  nurses. 

NBW   HOSPITAL. 

Plans  are  now  approaching  completion  for  a  hos- 

Ad^'^^nsL      P^*^^  *^  ^^®*  1200,000,  an  issue  of  corporate  stock  to 

the  amount  of  |100,000  having  been  approved  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  of  |100,000  originally  approved.  Officers  of  this 
Committee  have  been  given  opportunity  to  inspect  the  preliminary 
sketches  and  revised  plans,  and  their  conuuent  has  been  invited  and 
many  of  their  suggestions  embodied. 

If  success  attends  the  projected  plan  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital 
to  contain  100  beds,  including  separate  dormitories  for  nurses  and 
employees,  a  stable,  a  power  house  and  laundry,  and  a  morgue,  within 
the  sum  of  {200,000  now  available,  the  architects  and  the  Department 
will  certainly  deserve  the  congratulation  and  praise  of  all  interested 
in  economy  of  expenditure,  and  adequate  provision  for  the  needs  of 
patients. 

PBBSBNT  HOSPITAL. 

The  existing  hospital  and  dispensary  were  open  in  1906  during 
the  months  from  May  to  September,  inclusive,  and  the  tent  for 
children,  especially  those  with  tuberculous  joints  and  glands,  was 
opened  on  May  31st. 

Buildin  ^^  addition  to  the  tent  constitutes  the  chief  struc- 

tural improvement  of  the  year,  although  a  coat  of 
paint,  applied  at  the  expense  of  the  landlord,  freshened  greatly  the 
appearance  of  all  the  buildings,  and  a  board  walk  was  laid  from 
the  main  building  to  the  staff  house. 

New  Tent.         Opposite  page  124  is  given  a  picture  of  the  tent, 

with  its  addition,  which  increased  the  capacity  of  the 
hospital  by  about  ten  beds.  The  ventilation  of  the  old  portion  of  the 
tent  was  improved  by  providing  crutches  or  rests  for  the  fly  beams, 
so  that  the  fly  is  now  held  away  from  the  side  of  the  tent  while 
still  sheltering  the  latter.'  A  sand  pile  was  provided  for  the  little 
tent  patients;  the  gift  of  a  phonograph  added  much  to  their  enjoy- 
ment; a  special  kindergarten  was  held  for  their  benefit  during  August; 
and  a  kind  friend  who  came  to  the  hospital  as  a  patient,  with  a 
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fractured  skull^  provided  a  treat  of  ice-cream  each  Sunday  for  his  small 
neighbors. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  dispensary 
was  somewhat  less  than  those  treated  in  1905,  but  the 
hospital  patients  increased  over  sixty-seven  per  cent  On  July  8th, 
eighteen  patients  were  attended  by  the  ambulance  surgeon,  who  at- 
tended six  on  one  call. 

In  1905,  one  of  the  doctors  set  a  broken  femur  in 

^O  ^^^ti  ^^  ^®^  ^'  ^  three  days'  old  boy,  applying  a  plaster 

cast.  Early  in  the  season  of  1906,  the  father  of  the 
child  brought  back  to  the  hospital  the  apparatus,  with  heartfelt  thanks 
for  the  successful  operation,  which  had  saved  his  child  from  being  a 
cripple. 

The  ambulance  service  was   much  hampered  this 
^^S    *'*e  ^^^  season  by  the  poor  telephone  service  which  prevailed 

at  Coney  Island  during  the  summer. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  telephone  company  will  make  the  necessary 
effort  to  secure  competent  operators  before  another  season. 

CENTRAL  OFFICE. 

(Brooklyn  Division.) 

No.  327  Schermerhom  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults  (Brooklyn  Division). 

Children's  Bureau. 

Number  of  officers  and  employees,  37. 

Receives  applications  for  admission  to  all  institutions  in  the  Brooklyn 
Division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities. 

Examines  all  applicants  for  admission  to  Hospitals  (except  emer- 
gency cases). 

Investigates  applications  for  the  commitment  of  destitute  children  to 
institutions. 

Institutes  proceedings  in  cases  of  abandonment  and  bastardy. 

Has  charge  of  City  Morgue  (Brooklyn  Division). 

N      Offi  After  considerable  deliberation  and  public  discus- 

sion, in  the  course  of  which  several  hearings  were 
held  before  the  Comptroller,  and  before  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
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Apportionment,  a  Committee  of  tliat  Board  was  appointed  to  select 
a  building  for  use  as  a  Brooklyn  Central  OiBce.  The  various  sites 
which  had  been  presented  at  the  respective  hearings  were  inspected 
by  the  above  mentioned  Committee,  but  it  very  promptly  selected  the 
school  building  (formerly  Dr.  Talmadge's  Church),  upon  the  north 
side  of  Schermerhom  Street,  near  Nevins. 

This  large  building  is  readily  accessible  by  rapid  transit  from 
various  parts  of  the  city,  and  the  Department  oiBces  for  Brooklyn 
were  removed  to  it  on  April  2,  1906. 

To  cover  the  cost  of  erection  of  a  stable,  and  the  installation  of  a 
suitable  heating  plant  and  modem  plumbing  for  this  building,  an 
item  of  140,000  was  included  in  the  issue  of  corporate  stock  approved 
on  August  10,  1906. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  these  alterations,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  a  contract  will  soon  be  awarded  for  carrying  them  into 
effect. 

SEASIDE  HOSPITAL. 

Brief  reference  has  already  been  made  in  this  report  to  the  active 
propaganda  carried  on  by  President  Brannan  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  and  others  interested  in  seaside 
hospitals  and  parks,  to  secure  the  purchase  of  an  ocean  beach  for 
a  park,  and  as  a  site  for  hospitals.  The  Visiting  Committee  regrets 
that  the  movement  has  apparently  lost  headway,  owing  to  the  inability 
of  the  responsible  officials  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  landowners 
for  the  sale  of  a  suitable  strip  of  ocean  beach  at  a  reasonable  price. 
We  hope  however  that  the  project  will  not  be  allowed  to  fall  into 
abeyance,  and  we  repeat  our  urgent  recommendations  of  two  years 
that  permanent  and  adequate  provision  ^^be  made  directly  on  the 
seashore  for  tuberculous  children,  and  other  sick  children  under  the 
Department's  care,  and  also  for  convalescent  patients." 

The  suffering  of  the  thousands  of  tenement  children  affUcted  with 
these  curable  diseases,  and  the  growing  list  of  cures  by  seashore 
treatment  in  private  institutions,  make  it  imperative  that  this  oppor- 
tunity for  healing  should  not  be  allowed  to  fail  for  lack  of  initiative. 
Nor  should  it  be  needlessly  delayed,  for  many  of  the  children  caa 
only  be  helped  now,  or  their  chance  for  recovery  will  be  gone.* 

*A  portion  of  Rockaway  Beach  is  to  be  secured  by  the  City,  and  the  department  for  tub^culoos 
ohUdren  of  the  Seabreeze  Hospital  (A.  I.  C.  P.),  wiU  be  established  there  under  the  management  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals. 
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BOROUGH  OF  RICHMOND. 
New  York  City  Farm  Colony.* 

(Formerly  Richmond  County  Poor  Farm.) 

An  institution  for  the  care  of  destitute  adults  from  the  Borough  of 

Richmond  primarily,  but  also  from  all  the  Boroughs. 
Situation,  near  Castleton  Comers,  Staten  Island. 
Nimiber  of  buildings,  20. 
Capacity  for  inmates,  325. 
Census  of  inmates  October  i,  1906,  250. 
Nimiber  of  officers  and  employees,  29. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults. 

Functions  similar  to  those  of  Bureaus  of  Dependent  Adults  and 

Children,  Manhattan. 
Situation,  Borough  Hall,  St.  Georges,  Staten  Island. 
Chief  executive  officer.  Superintendent. 
Employees,  one  Pupil  Examiner  and  one  Clerk. 

HOME   COTTAGES    FOB  THE   AGED    AND   INFIRM. 

These  Cottages,  ^A,  B  and  C,"  are  now  all  occupied,  and  a 
eubstantial  portion  of  the  residents  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
newly  drafted  Rules,  adopted  by  the  Ck)inmissioner  on  July  16,  1906; 
having  "  never  been  committedl  to  ai  penal  or  correctional  institution  " ; 
and  ^^  not  drunken,  shiftless,  dissolute,  nor  quarrelsome  " ;  nor  ^^  persons 
whose  destitution  appears  to  be  due  to  a  moral  fault  on  their  part." 

Persons  meeting  the  above  requirements    (among 
^^^^^"  *®    other  requirements  stated  in  the  Rules)  may,  on  the 

order  of  the  Commissioner,  be  admitted  directly  to 
the  Home  cottages  from  their  homes  in  any  borough  of  the  city. 
Unless  accompanied  to  the  Home  Cottages  by  relatives  or  friends, 
a  suitable  attendant  may  be  designated  by  the  Commissioner  to 
accompany  them  to  the  institution. 

Commissioner  Hebberd  has  given  very  close  per- 
S        u  ted.     ^^^^^  attention  to  the  problems  involved  in  establish- 
ing this  new,  important  and  thoroughly  reasonable 
advance  from  the  old  almshouse  classification.    At  times  during  the 

*For  statistios,  see  page  143. 
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-pBBt  year,  the  coDditions  in  some  of  the  cottages  have  been  disturbed. 
As  noted  on  page  18  of  this  report,  our  experience  has  enabled  us 
to  be  of  service  to  Commissioner  Hebberd  in  the  draft  of  the  rules 
adopted  by  him,  and  we  anticipate  a  very  pronounced  ultimate  success 
for  this  creditable  experiment  in  classification. 

The  vertical  ladder  type  of  fire-escape  provided  in 
Im  ^v*me  ts    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  cottages  was  unsuited  to  the  needs  of 

and  Needs.  ^^  ^^ed  and  infirm  occupants,  and  recently  iron  out- 
side stairways  have  been  constructed.  A  small  shelter 
has  been  built,  and  provid<ed  with  a  hose-cart  containing  a  reel 
of  fire  hose,  and  rounds  are  made  by  a  watchman  at  night  The 
cottages  have  been  connected  by  telephone  with  the  main  office  of 
the  Farm  Colony,  a  very  desirable  provision  in  view  of  their  distance 
from  the  office. 

Storm  windows  for  the  cottages  will  be  needed  before  the  coming 
winter,  as  many  of  the  rooms  were  found  by  our  visitors  at  an 
extremely  cold  temperature  frequently  last  winter,  and  the  pipes 
froze  often,  although  the  winter  was  a  comparatively  mild  one. 
Mattresses  for  the  beds  of  the  residents  should  replace  the  under 
blankets,  which  were  found  an  insufficient  foundation  between  the 
wire  springs  and  the  lower  sheet,  to  keep  the  cold  from  aged  bodies. 

The  cottages  need  to  have  the  plaster  of  the  interior  walls  renewed 
in  many  places  and  painted  throughout.  We  are  informed  that  this 
is  to  be  done  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  repair  fund  shall  warrant 
the  expenditure,  probably  early  in  1907. 

Mi       N    da        Among  desirable  articles  not  yet  supplied,  are  a 

mirror,  and  a  table  with  two  or  three  drawers,  for 
each  room,  as  the  residents  lack  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  keep  a 
few  individual  belongings;  porch  chairs,  which  should  be  of  a  service- 
able quality,  not  easily  injured  by  the  weather ;  a  circulating  library 
in  each  cottage,  from  the  N.  Y.  City  Public  Library;  and  a  few 
newspapers,  say  one  daily  newspaper  for  each  cottage,  one  illustrated 
weekly,  and  one  illustrated  monthly. 

A  dietary,  specially  worked  out  to  meet  the  require- 

Administrative   ^^^^  ^^  ^^  cottages,  was  approved  on  June  8,  1906, 

Improvements  o    ?  *rMr  •>  i 

and  Needs.      ^^^  provides  a  very  fair  supply  and  variety  of  food 

for  the  inmates.  Fresh  vegetables  from  the  farm 
have  been  used  in  good  quantities  during  the  summer.  Toward  the 
end  of  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  there  has  been  marked  im- 


THE  ORIGINAL  ALMSHOUSE  BUILDING   NEAR   CASTLETON   CORNERS, 

STATEN  ISLAND,  RECENTLY  DESTROYED. 

(See  P^  125.) 


125 

provement  in  the  quality  of  the  eggs  supplied,  and  the  requirements 
of  the  dietary  for  roast  meats  have  been  followed  more  closely.  At 
one  time  our  visitors  reported  a  somewhat  overfrequent  use  of  corned 
meat,  which  the  aged  inmates  found  it  difficult  to  masticate  properly. 

Each  cottage  has  a  matron  in  charge,  and  a  cook.  Scrub  women 
also  have  been  provided,  as  it  was  found  that  the  infirm  residents 
could  not  perform  much  of  the  heavy  work  required  to  keep  the  cot- 
tages in  proper  condition. 

A  better  system  of  requisitions  is  needed,  comprising  as  one  feature 
a  permanent  record  book  for  each  cottage,  to  enable  a  ready  survey 
of  the  needs  by  the  responsible  officials,  and  by  inspectors. 

Every  Sunday,  religious  services  are,  now  held  at 
Rehgious        ^j^^  Home  Cottages  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Protestant 

Episcopal  Church.  Frequent  visits  to  Catholic  resi- 
dents at  the  cottages  are  made  by  students  from  St.  Joseph's 
Seminary. 

FARM  COLONY. 

Many  old  wooden  buildings  have  been  removed,  in- 
uudmgs  eluding  those  between  the  cottage  of  the  superinten- 
dent and  the  new  male  dormitory;  the  space  has  been 
graded,  a  dTain  laid  to  carry  off  the  heavy  flow  of  surface  water 
during  storms,  and  a  substantial,  concrete  crosswalk  constructed,  with 
inmate  labor.  The  Committee  regrets  the  removal  of  the  old  original 
Almshouse  building,  a  small  shingled  structure  of  quaint  appearance, 
as  it  was  a  historic  land  mark,  was  hardly  large  enough  to  constitute 
a  fire  risk,  and  could  have  been  used  as  a  small  recreation  room. 
A  picture  of  this  building  will  be  found  opposite  this  page. 

The  office  of  the  Colony  has  been  removed  from  the  Superintendent's 
Cottage  to  a  comer  room  in  the  new  male  dormitory,  and  a  tele- 
phone system  installed  connecting  the  various  departments  with  tiiis 
office,  and  through  it  with  the  city  system.  The  drug  room  in  this 
building  has  been  refitted.  An  outside  refrigerator  has  been  built 
in  the  areaway,  where  the  ice  can  be  renewed  more  readily  and  kept 
with  greater  economy  than  in  the  hot  kitchen. 

J     e      -  At  one  time  during  the  summer  the  supply  of  ice 

failed,  and  supplies  were  spoiled  in  consequence.  We 
trust  that  means  will  be  found  to  remove  the  ice  house  to  a  point 
near  the  ice  pond,  and  increase  its  capacity,  before  the  end  of  freez- 
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ing  weather,  aa  anggested  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Committee  for 
the  year  1905.  The  pig  pen  above  this  pond  haa  been  cleaned  ont 
and  turned  into  an  implement  ahed. 

A  new  omnibus,  with  curtained  sides,  and  drawn 
d^^wT*  ^^  ^^  horses  has  been  provided,  and  now  runs  daily 
(except  Sunday  and  legal  holidays)  to  Gastleton  Cor- 
ners, making  one  trip  to  meet  the  car  connecting  with  the  10  o'clock 
boat  from  New  York  each  morning,  and  leaving  the  Colony  at 
4  o'clock  every  afternoon.  Mail  is  carried  upon  this  stage,  and 
the  Colony  is  rendered  much  more  accessible  for  visitors  by  the  daily 
service,  which  was  urged  in  our  1905  report.  As  many  visitors  can 
come  more  conveniently  on  holidays,  it  is  suggested  that  the  stage 
service  be  continued  on  those  days  also.* 

A  smaller  station  wagon,  with  glass  windows,  is  needed  for  use  in 
cold  weather. 

A  well  built  ambulance  of  modem  type,  suitable  for  use  on  the 
rough  country  roads,  has  been  provided;  also  an  enclosed  business 
wagon.  On  July  25th,  there  were  fifteen  horses  at  the  Colony,  several 
desirable  horses  having  been  secured.  A  number  of  impiovements 
have  been  provided  in  the  stable,  including  a  harness  room,  and  a 
wagon  elevator. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

On  June  3,  1906,  Henry  Jetter,  formerly  in  charge 

Su^^tend^ts.  ^^  ^^  ^^*  ^^^  ®*^^*  P^®^  ^^  *^  Department  of 

Public  Charities,  was  appointed  from  the  Municipal 

Civil  Service  eligible  list  to  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Farm  Colony,  in  place  of  Joseph  B.  Pearce,  Jr.,  who  resigned,  having 
held  the  poisition  of  Superintendent  for  several  years.  While  the  action 
of  the  civil  service  commi<9sion  in  admitting  the  superintendent  of  a 
dock  to  a  promotion  examination  for  superLntendient  of  a  hospital 
seems  to  us  of  dioubtful  propriety,  we  are  pleased  to  record  our  im- 
pression of  faithful  and  efficient  service  for  some  years  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Jetter  in  charge  of  the  26th  street  dock. 

M  dical  S     '  ^  ^^^  visiting  physician  has  been  appointed,    of 

*  whom  regular  and  frequent  visits  are  required.  The 
attendance  of  a  drug  clerk  daily  has  been  arranged,  to  permit  prepara- 
tion of  prescriptions. 

*Since  the  date  of  this  report,  the  stage  service  has  been  extended  to  include  legal  holidays. 
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^     .  The  special  officer  assigned  to  the  Farm  Colony  by 

the  Police  Department  has  been  withdrawn.  We  trust 
that  this  detail  can  be  again  made  possible  at  an  early  day,  as 
the  officer  was  of  considerable  assistance  in  the  enforcement  of 
discipline. 

A  painter  was  detailed  for  a  time  from  Blackwell's  Island  to  do 
the  necessary  painting  at  the  Colony,  but  the  needs  of  the  latter 
would  seem  to  call  for  a  permanent  employee.  A  laundress  has  been 
allowed,  to  launder  the  clothing  of  the  officials,  and  of  the  residents 
of  the  cottages. 

p  The  crops  have  compared  favorably  with  those  of 

last  year,  in  view  of  the  late  season  and  excessive 
moisture.  A  portion  of  ihe  newly  acquired  Schmidt  farm  was  placed 
under  cultivation  for  hay  and  vegetables.  Shipments  of  vegetables 
were  made  twice  a  week  via  the  steamer  ''Fidelity"  to  the  general 
store  house  on  Blackwell's  Island,  and  distributed  to  the  institutions 
of  the  Department  on  the  Island.  A  larger  quantity  was  supplied 
to  the  hospitals  than  in  1906. 

NBSDS. 

In  the  year  1903  a  trained  nurse  from  St.  Lawrence 
Car*  0*  State  Hospital  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  pavilion 
in  which  are  detained  persons  under  observation  for 
insanity,  and,  when  auch  patients  were  under  care,  she  devoted  h^ 
entire  time  to  them.  Close  observation  and  skilled  attention  at  this 
stage  are  of  great  importance,  and  the  Committee  urges  that  the 
vacancy  in  the  position  of  trained  nurse  caused'  by  the  appointment 
of  the  former  incumbent  to  act  as  matron  of  Cottage  A,  be  filled 
as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  patients  determined  to  be  insane, 
and  awaiting  removal,  and  those  under  observation,  shall  have  the 
benefit  of  this  indispensable  care. 

The  Committee  also  renews  its  recommendation  in  behalf  of  insane 
patients,  that  more  rapid  transfers  to  the  State  Hospital  shall  be 
arranged,  in  order  to  secure  the  prompt  commencement  of  those 
curative  measures  so  important  to  insure  an  early  recovery  in  curable 
cases.  Five  days'  delay  has  been  not  infrequent  in  the  past,  as  pointed 
out  in  our  1905  report. 

-  ,    ^  The   Committee   has  suggested  the  possibility   of 

using  for  industrial  purposes  the  unoccupied  rooms 
in  the  old  stone  building,  used  as  a  dormitory  for  men  prior  to 
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the  occupation  of  the  new  stone  dormitory.    Borne  of  the  rooms  are 

already  in  aae,  for  the  bakery,  laundry,  barber  shop,  etc.,  but  there 

is  still  space  in  which  inmates  conld  make  brooms,  mats,  bmshes, 

baskets,  and  other  articles,  notably  the  mattresses  of  African  Fibre 

needed,  as  already  stated,  for  the  cottages. 

-.    ^^  The  roads  through  the  Ck)lony,  and  that  portion 

of  the  Borough  roads  known  as  the  ^^  Manor  Boad," 

passing  between  the  farm  and  the  cottage  premiees,  are  dirt  roads 

which  become  very  miry  and  heavy  in  winter,  and  remain  so  for 

a  large  part  of  the  year.    We  trust  that  success  will  attend  tiie  efforts 

to  improve  these  roads  with  the  use  of  inmate  labor,  and  that  the 

Borough  authorities  will  be  urged  to  provide  the  Manor  road  with  a 

substantial  stone  surface. 

„^  We  renew  our  suggestion  made  in  previous  reports, 

that  it  is  advisable  for  all  the  inmates  of  the  farm 

to  have  a  distinctive  mark  upon  their  clothing,  not  suggestive  of  a 

penal  institution,  but  which  will  enable  them  to  be  readily  identified. 

Only  four  inmates  left  the  Colony  without  leave  during  the  past  year, 

according  to  the  statistical  report  on*  page  143,  but  it  is  said  that 

there  is  still  occasional  complaint  by  residents  of  the  neighborhood 

that  persons   believed    to   be   inmates   have   annoyed   residents   or 

travellers. 

The  Committee  is  glad  to  learn  that  the  erection 

^       .^  .         of  additional  dormitories  is  contemplated,  to  furnish 
Donmtones 

and  Cottages.    ®*^^^  further  relief  for  the  Manhattan  and  Brooklyn 

Divisions  of  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

We  trust  that  funds  will  soon  be  made  available  to  build  these 
dormitories,  and  the  additional  cottages  which  are  required  to  permit 
proper  classification. 

A  dormitory  for  helpers  is  needed  also,  and  may  be  built  soon, 
as  the  cost  of  its  erection  was  included  as  an  item  in  the  issue  of 
corporate  stock  approved  on  August  10th.  We  are  informed  that 
plans  will  be  prepared  for  a  laundry,  to  replace  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire  several  years  ago.  The  present  basement  room  used  as  a 
laundry  is  quite  inadequate. 

The  old  morgue  should  be  replaced  by  a  building 

ceptacles  for  bodies.  The  present  wooden  shack  is 
not  worthy  of  a  civilized  community,  and  has  no  facilities  for  the 
funeral  services  which  are  desired  by  friends  occasionally. 
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A  hospital  will  soon  be  very  seriously  needed  as  an  adjunct  to 
the  medical  serrice  of  the  Colony,  the  various  departments  of  which 
have  a  capacity  of  325.  The  Oolony  is  too  far  from  the  existing 
hospitals  of  Staten  Island  to  permit  ready  transfer,  especially  in 
cases  of  pressing  need,  and  the  facilities  for  proper  treatment  of 
patients  at  the  Colony  are  insufBcient  for  any  but  the  simplest  cases 
of  illness.     (For  other  needs,  see  page  68.) 

SEA  VIEW  HOSPITAL. 

FOB  TUBOBCULOSIS  PATIENTS. 

The  plans  for  the  new  "  Sea  View  "  Hospital  have  been  completed,* 
and  advertised,  but  the  award  of  a  contract  for  building  this  much 
needed  addition  to  the  city's  equipment  for  treatment  of  tuberculous 
patients,  upon  the  ^^  Schmidt  Farm "  site  on  Staten  Island,  has  been 
prevented  by  an  injunction,  which  ties  the  hands  of  Commissioner 
Hebberd  for  the  time  being.  The  Committee  regrets  exceedingly  the 
delay  in  carrying  forward  this  hospital  to  completion,  as  it  consti- 
tutes the  only  new  project  brought  to  any  degree  of  advancement, 
for  hospital  care  of  the  great  number  of  those  tuberculous  patients 
who  can  be  caredi  for  only  in  hospitals.  We  trust  that  the  opposition 
will  be  withdrawn  or  overcome. 

The  Visiting  Committee  for  the  Borough  of  Rich- 

^chmond       mond  is  to  be  reorganized,  with  the  kind  assistance 
Borough 
Committee.      ^'  ^^'  toward  R.  Bayne,  who  has  been  for  a  number 

of  years  a  member  of  the  Central  Association,  resident 
on  Staten  Island.  The  increased  importance  of  the  municipal  insti- 
tutions of  the  Department  of  Public  Charities  in  this  Borough,  in- 
cluding the  Farm  Colony,  the  Home  Cottages,  and  the  proposed 
Sea  View  Hospital,  necessitates  an  enlarged  Committee,  and  more 
frequent  visitation  than  has  been  found  possible  with  their  other 
civic  interests  by  the  visitors  of  the  Richmond  County  Visiting  Com- 
mittee, which,  led  by  Mrs.  George  Wm.  Curtis,  has  rendered  valuable 
assistance  in  the  past. 

C**For  an  interesting  illustrated  article  by  the  arohiteet,  explaining  the  general  features  of  the  plans, 
see  the  issue  of  "Charities"  dated  December  2,  1905. 

9 
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A  Last  Word.       '^^  Oommittee  wishes  to  express  very  cordially  ilB 

appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  olBcere  and 
members  of  the  Oommittee  in  the  coniee  of  their  yisits  to  the 
yarions  institutions;  also  for  the  courteous  reception  of  its  repre- 
sentatiyes  in  their  interviews  with  the  Ck)mmissioner  of  Public 
Charities  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bellevue  and 
Allied  Hospitals  and  the  help  given  by  the  Secretaries  and  other 
officers  in  these  Departments;  and  for  the  interested  and  favorable 
attention  given  by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  and  the 
Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen^  at  hearings  and 
on  the  occasion  of  pereonal  interviews  with  individual  members  of 
those  bodies,  relative  to  the  needs  of  the  city's  sick  and  poor. 

HoMBB  Folks, 

President  of  the 

New  York  City  Visiting  Committee. 

Qbobgb  Q.  Whhdlock,  M.  D., 

Pres.  Visiting  Committee  for  the 

Borou^s  of  Manhattan  and  The 
Bronx. 

Caroline  McPhail  Bebgbn, 

Pres.  Visiting  Committee  for  the 

Boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 
Alsxandbr  C.  Pboudfit^ 
Secretary.* 


*8inoe  the  date  of  this  report,  the  rericoatioii  of  Mr.  Proudfit,  by  whom  the  report  was  prejMu^d, 
has  taken  effect-  -  Mr.  Conrtenay  Dinwiddle  became  Secretary  of  the  Viaiting  Committee  on  Novem> 
ber  6, 1906. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 


Recapitulation  of  the  Census  of  all  Institutions  for 
October  1,  1906.     (Shows  Numbers  Remaining.) 


institutions. 


Bradford  Street  Hospital.. . 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults 
Morgue 

Children'B  Bureau 

Central  Office,  Brooklsm 

Central  Office,  Manhattan. . . 

City  Hospital 

Coney  Island  Hospital* 

Cumberland  Street  Hospital 

Qeneral  Drug  Department.  . 

Kings  County  Hospital 

Lodging  House 

Metropolitan  HospitaL. . . .  ) 

Metropolitan  Hospital  > 
Traming  School ) 

New   York   City   Children's 
Hospitals  &  Schools . 

Children's  Hospital 

Feeble-Minded  School... 
Custodial  Asylum 

New  York  (Sty  Farm  Colony 

New  York  City  Home  for 
Aged  and  Infirm^rooklvn 

New.  York  CXty  Home  for 
Aged  and  Infirm,  Man- 
hattan  

N.  Y.  CSty  Training  School . 

Steamboats 

Storehouse 


9wm 

8 
I 


6 


702 

22 

217 


691 
305 

1,171 


65i 
41( 
447 
325 

1,431 


2,624 


QQ 

O 

m 


24 


6 


18 


20 


Total  for  Department  of 
Public  Chanties 


8,911 


81 


i 

m 
o 


23 


9 


I 

I 


6 
33 
20 
27 
37 
36 
219 


45 

12 

160 

17 

288 


324 


27 


53 
64 
60 


18 
6 


58 


29 
61 


192 
34 
65 
58 


1,661 


3 


111 
1 


321 


I 

.2. 


4 
4 


15 


o 

S 

a 


499 


156 


539 

77 

478 


604 
398 
416 
250 

1,484 


2,426 


d 
S 


fi 


19 


513 


24  7,329 


532 


I 
I 

OQ 


•    •    •    • 


& 


m 

9 

-a 


29 


8 


41 


I 


13 


15 


64 
22 

72 


^ 


I 

o 


189 


32 


32 


3 

o 
H 


12 


53 
27 
37 
36 
786 


253 

12 
860 
116 

1,466 


388 
604 
398 
416 
288 

1,552 


2,638 

160 

68 

104 


10,272 


DEPARTMENT 

Central  Office 

OF  ] 

BE 

LLI 

SVU] 

12 
375 
61 
39 
28 

E  A 

ND 

AT.l 

LIE 

D    I 

lOS 

PIT 

^AL! 

3. 

12 

Bellevue  Hospital 

1,013 

53 
8 
6 

4 

2 

•   •   •   • 

■  •   •  • 

a     •     ■     • 

183 
19 
14 
10 

17 

•  •  •   • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

17 
41 

723 
51 
35 
57 

866 
8,195 

44 

6 

1  402 

Gouvemeur  Hospital 

Harlem  HosDitai 

139 

04 

Fordham  Hospital 

99 

44 
676 

6 
"194 

■  «  •  • 

32 

Total  for  Bellevue  and  Al- 
lied Hosoitals 

1.190 

71 

2 

515 
2,176 

226 
"^47 

1  746 

4 

41 

Grand  total ..,.--.- 

10,10lll52 

60 

12.018 

1 

*ao8ed  Oct.  1,  1906. 
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BELLEVUB  HOSPITAL. 

(Indading  the  Ptychopatliic  Service,  Alcoholic  Pavilions,  Emergency  Hospital 

and  Prison  Wards.) 


Gapacity  of  hospital  (patients  only) 


Children. 
116 


Kumber  of  patients  October  1,  1905 

Admitted  during  enaaing  year 

Kumber  of  births  during  ensuing  year 


ToUl. 


Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 
1006  

Discharged  during  year  ending  September 
30,  1006 

Transferred  during  year  ending  September 
30,  1006:, 

To  City  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island. . . 
"  Metropolitan    Hospital,    Blackwell's 

Island 

**  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  Black- 

weirs  Island 

**   Worlchouse 

"   New  York  City  Children's  Hospitals 

and  Schools 

"  Mlinhattan   State  Hospital,  Ward's 

Island 

"   other  institutions 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 


Total 


Males.    Females. 
606  291 


503 

17,219 

118 

17,840 


1,791 
12,845 


623 

838 

54 
43 

34 

876 
234 
502 


17,840 


8,889 


773 


541 

373 

59 
36 

35 

994 
173 
265 


Total. 
1,013 


217 

720 

8,540 

25,769 

132 

250 

26,729 


2,564 


5,640  18,485 


1,164 

1,211 

113 
79 

69 

1^70 

407 
767 


8,889  26,729 


Ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 7,498 

Cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 86,112 

Kumber  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending 
September  30,  1906  (counting  first  visit  only),  and  excluding  tuber- 
culosis patients 20,529 

Kumber  of  different  persons  treated  in  Dispensary  for  tuberculosis  during 
year  ending  September  30,  1906 592 

Kumber  of  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  from  September  30, 

1905,  to  September  30,  1906 2,962 

Capacity  for  patients,  not  including  children's  beds / 897 

Daily  average,  808  patients. 
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BELLE VUE  HOSPITAL  (Continued). 

PSYCHOPATHIC  PAVILION. 

Males.      Females. 

Remaining  October  1,  1905     16  13 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 1,341  1,357 

Total 1,357  1,370 

Sent  to: 

Manhattan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane    876  994 

Bloomingdale  Asylum   ^  11     

Long  Island  Home,  Amityville 

Hudson  State  Hospital 1  1 

Middletown  State  Hospital 1  2 

RiTer  Crest   14  8 

Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults 48  48 

Other  institutions   27  22 

Wards  in  Bellevue  Hospital 93  67 

Discharged  as  not  insane: 

(a)  To  friends  172  168 

(6)  To  self 49  16 

(0)  To  police 41  19 

id)  Deported 1  2 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906 8  7 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 15  16 

Total 1,357  1,370 

ALCOHOLIC  WARDS. 

Males.    Females. 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 40  18 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 4,700  2,084 

Total 4,740  2,102 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906 257  96 

Transferred :, 

To  City  Hospital 414  378 

''   Metropolitan  Hospital  278  188 

"   Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm 2  6 

"   other  institutions   19 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906. . .  3,750  1,390 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 39  25 

Total 4,740  2,102 


Total. 

29 

2,698 

2,727 


1,870 
11 

2 

3 

22 

96 

49 

160 


340 
65 
60 
3 
15 
31 

2,727 


Total. 

5g 

6,784 

6,842 
353 


792 

466 

8 

19 

5,140 

64 

6,842 

BBsacaM 
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PORDHAM  HOSPITAL. 


Males.    FemmleB. 

CapMitjr  of  hospital  for  pattents 33  23 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1906 35  16 

Admitted  during  miming  jear../. 904  352 

Number  of  birtha  during  enauing  year 6  5 

TotaL 945  373 

Deatha  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 120  44 

Discharged  during  the  year 696  285 

Transferred  to  BeUeme  Hospital 39  11 

•*            '•  City  Hospital 9  6 

"  MetropoliUn  HospiUl   17  1 

"           "other    institutions 26  9 

Kwnaining  October  1,  1906 39  18 

Total 945  373 


TotaL 
56 

51 

1,256 

11 


1^18 


164 
981 
50 
14 
18 
34 
57 


1,318 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  eadhig  September  30,  1906. . 

Treated  in  Dispensaiy  and  dressing  room  (total  new  and  old  cases) 

Treated  in  Dispensary  and  hospital  room  during  year  (new  cases  only) . . 

Daily  average,  60.743  patients. 

Capacity  for  patients,  excluding  children 


1,666 
5,818 
2,503 

50 


GOUVERNEUR  HOSPITAL. 


Children. 


Capacity  for  patients. 


Number  of  patients  October  1, 1905 

Admitted  during  year 

Number  of  births  during  year 


Total 


Number  of  deaths  during  the  year. 

Discharged  during  year 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital . 

"  "  Willard  Parker  . . . 

"  "  St-Roee's  Home  . . . 

Taken  home 

Bemaining  October  1,  1900 


Total 


Males.    Females. 
59  15 


51 

2,148 

5 


2,204 


2,204 


15 

626 

5 


646 


646 


Total. 
74 

66 

2,774 

10 

2,850 


203 

61 

264 

1,763 

512 

2,275 

152 

46 

198 

16 

3 

19 

»  •  «  •  • 

1 

1 

34 

8 

42 

36 

15 

51 

2,850 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906 . . .  5,358 

Treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  (total  new  and  old  cases) '  84,836 

Treated  In  Dispensary  during  year  (new  cases  only) 39,550 

Daily  average,  patients,  71* 
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HARLEM  HOSPITAL. 

Foot  of  East  i2oth  Street. 


Children. 
Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 6 

Patients  in  hosjpital  October  1,  1905 4 

Patients  admitted  during  year 293 

Births  during  year 

Total 297 

Discharged 196 

Died  54 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 17 

«  City  Hospital. 

"           "  Metropolitan  Hospital 1 

"  "  New  York  City  Children's 

Hos]pitals  and  Schools ...  12 

"            **  other  institutions 10 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 3 

Total 293 

ssassasBB^BS 

Ambulance  Calls,  5,727. 
Daily  average,  48  patients^ 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

19 

22 

47 

24 

2,051 

56 

25 

1,116 

45 

53 

3,460 

101 

2,131 

1,186 

3,614 

1,075 

201 

428 

68 

310 

670 
122 
212 
40 
109 

1,941 
377 
657 
108 
420 

33 

19 

2i 

13 

12 
64 
35 

2,134 

1,187 

3,614 

HARLEM  HOSPITAL  DISPENSARY. 

New  Cases.  OldCases^ 

Tuberculosis 265  1,478 

General    medicine 12,697  11,185 

"        surgery    6,715  12,020 

Gynecology  539  1,503 

Eye  and  ear 1,531  1,936 

Disease  of  the  skin 2,772  3,865 

Nose  and  throat 1,005  842 

Genito-urinary  580  1,527 

Hospital  dressing  room 3,597     

Total    treated    during   year    ending    September 

30,  1906 29,701  34,356 

Total    treated    during   year    ending    September 

30,  1906 28,046  35,206 


Total. 
1,743 
23,882 
18,735 
2,042 
3,467 
6,637 
1,847 
2,107 
3,597 


64,057 


63,252 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 
OcTOBSB  1,  1906— Bbptbmber  30^  1906. 


CITY  HOSPITAL,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 

(Including  Maternity  HospitaL) 

Males.    Females.  Total. 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 354  348  702 


Number  of  patients  October  1,  1905 354  263  617 

Admitted  during  ensuing  ear 3,847  2,216  6,063 

Births  during  the  year 46  44  90 

Total 4,247  2,523  6,770 


Died  during  year 183  148  331 

Discharged  during  year 3,525  1,953  5,478 

Transferred  to  Bellevue  Hospital 19  29  48 

'•            "  City  Home 130  111  241 

"  Metropolitan  Hospital 54  24  78 

"            "  Craig  Colony 7  26  32 

"            "  other   institutions 4  17  21 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1906 325  216  541 

^m^^^^^tm^,^^  ^^m^mm^—^^^^tm  .••.»Ma»^v^^»i>~ 

ToUl 4,247  2,523  6,770 


MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

Number  of  confinements 110 

"  Deaths  of  Mothers 

Infants 7 

Still-births  20 

"  Patients  in  Maternity  Hospital  October   1,  1906 

Mothers,  6,  Children,  4 10 

Women  in  Waiting  Ward  October  1,  1906 16 


« 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM, 

MANHATTAN  DIVISION. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  (inmates  only)  all  departments 1,327  1,297  2,624 

Number  of  inmates  October  1,  1005 1,MS  1,224  2,267 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 2,176  1^416  3,691 

Total 3,219  2,639  6,858 


ft 

ii  il 


as 


Discharged  during  the  year 1,673  975  2,648 

Died    270  324  594 

Transferred  to  City  Hospital 2     2 

"  Metropolitan  Hospital 21  8  29 

"  New  York  City,  Farm  Colony 45  42  87 

"  Craig  Colony 14  2  16 

"            "  other  institutions 17  39  56 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1906 1,177  1,249  2,426 

Total 3,219  2,639  5,858 

Of  those  admitted  to  the  New  York  City  Home  dur- 
ing year  ending  September  30,  1906,  there  were 

admitted  for  the  first  time 990  788  1,778 

The  number  of  inmates  on  October  1,  1906,  may  be 
classified  as  follows: 

In  blind  wards : 68  70  138 

In  hospital  wards 279  292  571 

Non-hospital  wards 830  887  1,717 

^i^^^^m^mmmtmm^m^  ^^^^^m^mmm^m^mm^  ^i^P^mmhi^i^mb^^ 

Total 1,177  1,249  2,426 


State  poor  remaining  October  1,  1905 1     1 

'<     admitted  during  year 85  51  136 

"     discharjged    "  "    86  51  137 

remaining  October  1,  1006 


METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL. 

(Not  Including  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary.) 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  of  hospital  for  patients 421  214  635 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1905 354  186  540 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 3,556  927  4,483 

Transferred  from  Infirmary 141  40  181 

Births  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 31  41  72 

Total 4,082  1,194  5,276 
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METROPOLITAN   HOSPITAL  (Continued). 

Mal68.  Females. 

Died  during  yeftr  ending  September  80,  1906 247  66 

Diaehaiged  during  yeer  ending  September  30^  1006. .       3,362  026 

Transferred  to  C^  Home 92  48 

"           **  BeUeme  Hoepital 16  10 

'' Ci<7  Hoapiuf. 12 

"  "  New  Yo^  City  Ohildren'a  HoepitalB 

and  Schools. « 1 

"           "  other  inatitutions. 16  3 

ToUl 3,732  1,066 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 360  128 

4,082  1,194 

TUBERCULOSIS  INFIRMARY. 

Capacity,  367  in  buildings;  169  in  tents. 

Males.  Females. 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1906 401  84 

Admitted  during  the  ensuing  year 1,993  664 

ToUl 2,394  638 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 663  166 

IMscharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906. .        1,187  342 

Transferred  to  Main  Hospital 141  40 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 413  100 

Totol 2,394  638 

Discharged: — ^Much  improved 128  42 

*•             Improved    764  181 

**             Not  improved 229  55 

Total  discharged  (minus  readmissions,  130) 1,121  278 


TotaL 

313 

4,288 

140 

25 

12 

1 
19 

4  798 
478 

5,276 


Total. 

485 

2,547 

3,032 

809 

1,529 

181 

513 

3,032 

170 
945 

284 

1,399 


NEW  YORK  CITY  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND  SCHOOLS, 

RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 

Children's  Hospital. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Number  remaining  October  1,  1905 332  211  543 

Received  during  year  ending  September  30,   1906: — 

From  parents,  relatives  or  friends 232  201  433 

"      Children's  Aid  Society 5  2  7 

**      New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 14     14 

"      Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 

Children  64  65  129 

«      Harlem  HospiUl 8  3  11 

"      Bellevue  Hospital 5  9  14 

"      Qood  Counsel  Training  School 1  1 

"      other   institutions 129  81  210 

Total 789  573  1,362 
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CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS  AND  SCHOOLS  (Continued). 

Males.    Females.  Total. 
Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906: 

To  parents,  relatives  or  fnends 115  106  220 

"   Children's  Aid  Society 2  6  7 

"   New  York  Juvenile  Aqrlum. .., 9  4  13 

"   Society    for   the    Prevention   of    Cruelty   to 

Children 72  49  121 

"   Craig  Colony 21  13  34 

"   Department  of  Outdoor  Poor 110  88  198 

"   other   institutions 85  55  140 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1900 9  16  25 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 366  238  604 

Total 789  573  1,362 

SS^BK^BSSSSt  SSaSBSSBB^BS  ^^bs^^b:^^ 

School  for  Feeble-Minded. 

Bemaining  October  1,  1905 256  87  343 

Received  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906 : 

From  parents,  relatives  or  friends 120  66  186 

"      other  institutionff 41  37  78 

Total 417  190  607 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906: 

To  parents,  relatives  or  friends 66  34  100 

"   Rome  State  Custodial  Asylum 1     1 

"   Syracuse  State  institution 8  6  14 

''  State   Custodial    Asylum   for   Feeble-Minded 

Women 3  3 

"   Craig  Colony  for  Epileptics 1  5  6 

"   other   institutions 40  27  67 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906. . . .  11  7  18 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 290  108  398 

Total 417  190  607 

Custodial  Asylum. 

Remaining  October  1,  1905 190  206  396 

Received  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906: 

From  parents,  relatives  or  friends 19  12  31 

«      institutions  , 49  39  88 

Total 258  257  515 

Discharged  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906: 

To  parents,  relatives  or  friends 16  9  25 

"   State   Custodial   Asylum   for   Feeble-Minded 

Women  3  3 

"   other  institutions 5  34  39 

Died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906 19  13  82 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 218  198  416 

ToUl 258  257  615 
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MUNICIPAL  LODGING  HOUSE. 

]iiales.    Females. 

Capaeity  for  inmates 264  41 

Kmnber  of  lodgincs  provided: 

October,       1905 3,186  458 

November,     "    3,339  613 

December,      "    3,819  529 

January,      1906 4,114  474 

Febniaiy,      "    3,390  548 

March,           "    3,569  485 

April,             *    2,995  546 

May,               "    2,640  478 

June,              "    2,007  505 

July,               "    1,955  539 

August,          •'    1,856  549 

September,     "    2,015  623 

Total 34,884  6,147 

Larffest  number  on  any  given  date,  October  21,  1905.  226  17 

Smiulest  number  on  any  given  date,  July  20,  1906 ...  35  13 


Total. 
305 


3,643 

3.852 

4,348 

4,588 

3,938 

4,054 

3,541 

3,118 

2,512 

2,494 

2,405 

2,538 


41,031 


243 
48 


KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL. 

(Including  tlie  Psychopathic  Service.) 

Children.         Males. 
Capacity  of  hospital  (patients  only) 106  283 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1906 116  227 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 714  6,097 

Number  of  births  during  year 169     

Total 989  6,324 

Died  during  year  ending  September  30, 

1906    175  478 

Discharged   during  year  ending   Septem- 
ber 30,  1906 621  4,582 

Transferred : 

To    New   York   City   Home   for    the 
Aged     and     Infirm,     Brooklyn 

IMvision  422 

"   New  York  City  Farm  Colony 

"   New  York  Cit^  Children's  Hospitals 

and  Schools 

"   Long   Island    State   Hospital   for 

the  Insane 

''   other  institutions 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 

Total 


Females. 
203 

136 
•    2,422 

2,558 

214 
1,464 

204 


Total. 
591 

479 

9,233 

159 

9,871 


867 
6,667 

626 


•  ••*••      • 

•  ••••••     • 

•  ••■•••     • 

1 

11  . 

•  ••••••     • 

11 

""66 
116 

461 
102 
279 

438 

76 

163 

899 
243 
558 

989 

6,324 

2,558 

9,871 
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KINGS  COUNTY  HOSPITAL  (Continued). 

Total. 

Total  number  of  ambulance  calls  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 

1906    2,193 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  Dispensary  during  year  ending  September 

30,   1906 4,633 

Number  of  different  persons  treated  in  the  Dispensary  during  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1906,  counting  first  visits  only 1,794 

THE  NEW  YORK  CITY  HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  AND 

INFIRM. 

BROOKLYN  DIVISION. 

Males.    Females.  Total. 

Capacity  (inmates  only),  including  all  departments.  774  657  1,431 

Number  oi  inmates  remaining  October  1,  1905 805  636  1,441 

Admitted  during  ensuing  year 1,861  996  2,857 

Total 2,666  1,632  4,298 


Discharged  during  year 1,613  766  2,379 

Died    164  152  316 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 73  38  111 

"           "  The  New  York  City  Farm  Colony 4  4 

"  "  other  institutions 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 816  672  1,488 

ToUl 2,666  1,632  4,298 


Number  of  casual  lodgers  provided  for 126  138  264 

CUMBERLAND  STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 129  88  217 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1905 105  69  174 

Admitted  during  year 1,563  900  2,463 

Number  of  births  during  year 71  61  132 

Total 1,739  1,030  2,769 


Number  of  deaths  during  year 189              107  296 

Discharged  during  year 1,429             845  2,274 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital 22               14  36 

"            "  other  institutions 3                 4  7 

Remaining  October  1,  1906 96               60  156 

ToUl 1,739           1,030  2,769 

aiHOHaaBaB        sBSBsacsa  ^z^BBEH^BaK 

Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 2,266 

Tnuited  in  Dispensary  (total  new  and  old  cases)  auring  year 19,174 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (new  cases  only)  during  year 6,705 
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BRADFORD    STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Malefi.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 4  4  8 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1905 1     1 

Admitted  during  year 72  31  103 

Number  of  births  during  year 2  1  3 


Total 


Number  of  deaths  during  year 

Discharged  during  year , 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital, 

"  "  other   institutions 

Remaining  October  I,  1906 


76 

32 

107 

9 

5 

14 

46 

12 

58 

17 

12 

29 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Total 75  32  107 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  during  year  ending  September  30,  1906 1,280 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (total  new  and  old  cases)  during  year 11,117 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (new  cases  only)  during  year 2,468 


RECEPTION  HOSPITAL,  CONEY  ISLAND. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Capacity  for  patients 11  11  22 

Number  of  patients  October  1,  1906 1     1 

Admitted  during  year 76  43  119 

Number  of  births  during  year 1  1  2 

Total 78  44  122 


Number  of  deaths  during  year 

Discharged   during  year , 

Transferred  to  Kings  County  Hospital, 

"  "  other   institutions 

Bemaining  October  1,  1906 


8 

6 

13 

46 

12 

67 

24 

26 

49 

1 

2 

3 

Total 78  44  122 


Number  of  ambulance  calls  May  1  to  September  30,  1906 686 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (total  new  and  old  cases)  same  period 3,497 

Treated  in  Dispensary  (new  cases  only) 1,852 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  FARM  COLONY,  STATEN  ISLAND. 

Capacity  (inmates  only),  all  departments 

Number  of  inmates  October  1,  1905 

Admitted  durii^  the  ensuing  year : 

From  the  Sorough  of  Ilichmond 

**      other  boroughs 

Total 

Discharged  during  year 

Died 

Transferred  to  institutions 

Left  without  leave 

Total  remaining  October  1,  1906 

Total 

Number  of  casual  lodgers  provided  for 


Males.  F( 

emales. 

Total. 

196 

129 

325 

208 

79 

287 

112 

48 

160 

61 

70 

121 

371 

197 

568 

132 

60 

192 

12 

5 

17 

61 

44 

105 

4  .. 

>•••••• 

4 

162 

88 

250 

371 

197 

568 

23 

1 

24 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

New  York  City  Visiting  CJommittee 

In  account  with  Gebtbude  L.  Hoyt,  Tre<i8urer, 
Report  fboh  Ogtobeb  1st  to  December  29th^  1905. 

Credit. 

By  Balance  October  1,  1905 $260  54 

**   Annual  Subscriptions  and  Donations 444  00 

"   Mr.  Froudfit  for  rent  of  half  the  office  (2  months) 38  60 

«     "        "            "    stationery   2  00 

"   Cheque  from  Miss  Ireland,  transferring  fund  for  Employment  of  the 

Infirm    394  46 

$1,139  60 

Debit. 

To  Salary  of  Secretary $225  66 

"       «       "    Stenographer 77  33 

"   Extra  work  of  Stenographers 23  70 

"   Secretary  for  Office  Expenses 29  71 

"  Rent  of  Office  (2  months) 77  20 

"   Stationery  and  Office  Supplies 98  83 

$532  43 

Balance  December  29th,  1905 ^ 607  17 


$1,139  60 


To  cheque  to  James  Speyer,  Treasurer,  December  29, 1905,  closing  account      $607  17 

(Signed)     Qebteudb  L.  Hott,  Treasurer, 


